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BAND BIZ CZAR 


The Life of An Announcer 


All WWL programs make an inventory report to sponsors of fan 
mail received. Here’s the inventory Henry Dupre recently rendered: 
Three marriage proposals (none of the women ever saw him), 


Two threats: (1) a kick in the pa 


Offers: Goldfish, turtles, fish (all dead), one goat, one baby (colored), 
small alligator, grass snake, two rabbits. 


Accusations: Breach of promise. 
Request: from dying woman to 
her funeral. 


New Orleans, Aug. 15. 


nts, (2) a punch in the eye. 


make special events broadcast of 


JITTERBUGS 
FAIR MIDWAY 


By BERNIE WOODS 


Advent of name bands in the} 
amusement area of the New York! 
World's Fair is variously estimated 
to have upped business in that sec- 
tion of the expo anywhere from 20% 
to 500% in some instances. Installed | 
as a lure to draw patronage to a' 
suffering midway, concessionaires 
have enthusiastically petitioned for 
its continuance, according to John | 
Krimsky, head of the amusement | 
portion. While this is a bright ray | 
for the badly dented concessionaires, | 
the N. Y. Fair Corp. yesterday (Tues- | 
day) S.O.S.’d its 4% bondholders for | 
added financial succor. 

Concerts were inaugurated a week | 
ago Saturday (5) with Guy Lom- 
bardo’s orchestra in the afternoon 
(3-6 p.m.) and Kouis Prima’s out-| 
fit at night. Current week has Tom- 
my Dorsey for the early sessions and 
Bobby Hackett and Frankie Masters 
orchestras at night. Bands are 
heavily exploited on the grounds 
with numerous posters planted 
throughout the industrial exhibits 
and signs pointing up the route to 
the bandshell. Remote pickups in 
both afternoon and evening, aired by 
NBC, further advertise the concerts. | 

Where the amusement area was 
comparatively dead until after 6, 


(Continued on page 35) | 


Blue Blood with Heart 
Of Gold for Kre-Mel 
Starts Via Roger White 


Kre-Mel (chocolate syrup) goes on 
the air starting Oct. 9 over WABC, 
using ‘Society Girl,’ a new five-times- 
weekly afternoon script. Roger 
White is the producer, Ted Gott is 
directing and Hellwig-Miller is the 
agency. 

Charlotte Manson has been signed 
to play the leading title role, a blue- 
blood glamour girl with a heart of | 
Bold. Others in the cast are Carlton 
Young, Arthur Vinton and Gladys | 
Thornton. 

‘Society Girl’ is authored by David | 
Davidson, who writes the ‘Second | 
Husbands’ script, and Jerome Ross, | 
Scriptor of ‘Mr. Keene.’ ' 


| which was viewed by the Four A’s 


Nazi Coin Curbs Not 
So Tough on US. Acts; 
Reich Showmen Co-Op 


A new gimmick has been devised 
by American acts accepting vaude- 
ville bookings in Germany to get a 
major percentage of their salaries 
out of Naziland. Law in that coun- 
try stipulates that performers can- 
not leave with more than 60% of 
their earnings, the balance to be 
drawn out in small amounts, 

New method calls for the coopera- 
tion of theatre operators in the 
Reich. Acts contracted in America 
stipulate that their round-trip trans- 
portation be purchased from the 
German end and deducted from the 
40% that's to be held in escrow. 

German managers naturally buy 
the round-trip passage on Nazi-op- 
erated ships, but even anti-Nazi per- 
formers aré overlooking this be- 
cause of the opportunity to come 
away with a fair measure of their 


contracted salaries. Technically, it 


| complies with all legal restrictions. 


MANAGERS 
TRADE 


MCA, Rockwell and CRA 
Leading Spirits in Move to 
Regulate Band Booking 
Industry — 30,000 to 
40,000 Employed Weekly 


STILL BOOMING 


Three of the largest dance orches- 
tra bookers have formed the first 
trade association of its kind and have 
thereby underscored the growing 
importance of orchestras as one of 
the most profitable, active and bull- 
ish branches of the amusement in- 
dustry in the United States. Now 
rated as a $90,000,000-to-$100,000,000- 
a-year business, dance orchestras ac- 
count for the weekly employment of 
from 30,000 to 40,000 musicians and 
auxiliary entertainers. It is esti- 
mated that an additional 8,000 per- 
sons, directly or indirectly, are con- 
cerned with the commercial aspects 
of managing, booking, exploiting, 
promoting, transporting and other- 
wise servicing the dance orchestra 
industry. 

Charter members 
spirits of the new trade association 
of dance bookers are respectively 
Jules C. Stein’s Music Corp. of Amer- 


ica, Tommy Rockwell's’ General 
Amus. Corp., and NBC-Charley 
Green’s Consolidated Radio Artists. 


and guiding | 


Calif. Clubwomen Threaten Boycott 
Of Players With Pinko Leanings 


| of the Flying Martins. 


Or Be Picketed 


One actor last week, during 
the height of the imbroglio be- 
tween the Four A’s and the 
IATSE, wandered onto the At- 
lantic City boardwalk in a new, 


but* gaudy sports outfit. A pal 
warned him: 
‘If the stagehands get us, 


you'll have to carry a carpenter 
with that getup!” 


| 


EX-VAUDER’S 
CUFFO HOME 
FOR ACTORS 


Philadelphia, Aug. 15. 

A free country retreat, where un- 
employed vaude talent could hiber- 
nate while attempting to get work, 
is projected in a former girls’ school 
near Philly by an erstwhile vaude- 
villian, 

Back of the move ‘s John E. Lewis, 
who 25 years ago was a member 
He is now 
employed as a part-time civil engi- 


This gag is one of several de-| William Morris agency is staying out|neer. He claims to have put a con- 


vised by foreigners and Germans | 
alike to beat the stringent monetary 
regulations of the Reich. 


but not necessarily indefinitely. 


| 


siderable chunk of his own money 


The formation of this association | and other contributed coin into the 


(Continued on page 35) 


By HOBE MORRISON 
Atlantic City, Aug. 15. 

After one of the most spectacular | 
battles in the history of 
labor, the Associated Actors & Ar- | 
tistes of America today (Tuesday) | 
won a decisive victory in defense of 
its autonomy and jurisdiction. The 
verdict was a severe setback to the | 
International Alliance of Theatrical | 
Stage Employees (stagehands), which | 
had threatened to ‘take over’ the ac- | 
tor unions. 

The decision conceding the Four 
A's all its major objectives was an- 
nounced tonight (Tuesday) by Wil- 
liam A. Green, American Federation 
of Labor president, whose official 
conduct had been severely criticized 
by the victorious union. Supple- 
menting the decision was a lengthy 
and inconclusive ‘recommendation’ 


as an attempted face-saver and 
straddle by the AFL. It was not defi- 
nitely decided what the Four A’s 
answer to this ‘recommendation’ 
would be. 


According to the terms of the 


peace settlement, the three cardinal 
demands of the Four A’s were grant- 
ed. They were (1) voiding by the 
AFL of the charter issued by the 
IATSE to the American Federation 
of Actors, (2) recognition by the 
AFL of the Four A’s right to expel 
the AFA, and (3) reaffirmation of 
the Four A’s jurisdiction over all 
performers in show business. 

After clearly recognizing and af- 


| firming the three main objectives of 


the Four A’s, the decision then 


No Esso B. O. in R. C. 


Although the Rockefeller for- 
tune was made in the oil busi- 
ness, the garage in the basement 
of the new Holland building, 
Rockefeller Center, N. Y., doesn’t 
sell gasoline. 

Angle is that the law forbids 
having such inflammables and 
explosives in office buildings. 


| 


(Continued on page 35) 


AFL Ends Union War; 4 A’s Autonomy, 
Jurisdiction Upheld, IATSE Rebuffed 


| 
| launched into a lengthy dissertation 


on the undesirable phases of the per- 
former union setup, asserting there 
are too many branches involving 
duplication of dues. Then, in the 
‘interests of the membership,’ it 
‘calls upon’ the Four A’s to reinstate 
the AFA and its officers and mem- 
bership. It next calls for an elec- 
tion of officers within 90 days and 


| calls for a committee of 10 to rule 


the combined AFA-American Guild 
of Variety Artists in the meantime. | 
Of this committee, five members are 
to be selected by the Four A’s and 
its branches, two by AFA and three 
by the AFL. 

Decision leaves completely unset- 
tled the status of Ralph Whitehead, 
criticism of whose regime brought 
about the whole situation. If the 
AFL ruling means what it says, the 
AFA executive-secretary is defi-. 
nitely and completely out of the 
picture, since Green's statement | 
clearly recognizes the Four A’s au- 
tonomy and its right to expel the 
AFA. However, the portion which 

(Continued on page 6) 


San Francisco, Aug. 15. 
Thinly veiled threat of leading 
California clubwomen, particularly 
in the San Francisco Bay area, to 
boycott motion pictures and plays 


#in which known actors with Com- 


munistic views appear, has exhibit- 
ors frankly worried. Especially so 
because movement is being quietly 
conducted, with strong possibility of 
it spreading to southern California 
and other points. 

Details of the growing uprising 
among club leaders in the northern 
part of state have be. n relayed here 
by unimpeachable authority, and ex- 
hibitor chieftains, while taking no 
action as yet, are wondering just 
how far the proposed boycott will 
spread and how piciure theatre at- 


, tendance would be affected. 


Determined stand of the anti- 
Communist group in and about 
Frisco is said to be reaching crucial 
stage during last few days, with po- 
sition aggravated by present studio 
unrest. Plaint is that a number of 
actors with decidedly pink views 
have pushed themselves to the fore 


| ir recent events, and have caused a 
| smouldering spark of resentment to 
' burst into full flame. 


These agitators make no bones of 
their purported knowledge of so- 
called Communist screen players. 
They point out that actors have 
rushed to the front in their defense 
of Harry Bridges, labor leader, 
whose deportation is sought by the 
Government, and that in the threat- 
ened actor strike a number of so- 


| called ‘reds’ have played so much of 


a part that the public, generally, is 


| pretty well fed up with their actions. 


Boycott, such as threatened, would 
work heavy hardship, it is con- 


| tended, not only on theatres, but on 
producers, especially where these so- 
| called Communist actors are in per- 


centage pictures. 


ACTORS’ REFUNDS 


Performers Returned $12,887 Ad- 
vanced ’Em by Relief Fund 

Total of $12,887 has been returned 
to the Stage Relief Fund by actors 
who once needed and received help, 
according to figures released by that 
organization last week. Sum re- 
turned covers the seven years of the 
Fund’s existence. 

Statistics further revealed that in 
those seven seasons, 146 benefit per- 
formances garnered $268,202, 


The All-Seeing 
Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Inter-office. telephone system in 
Paramount’s new $12,000,000 studio 
will be equipped with television, en- 
abling execs to see as well as hear 
their aides over the wire. 

New machines are under construce 
tion at the DuMont Television Labe 
oratories, in which Par has a heavy 
financial stake. 


| 
| 
| 
S, 
— | | 
| 
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SALES RESISTANCE FACTORS HOLDING 
DOWN PROGRESS °39-40 DEALS 


For One Thing, ian Want to See What Breaks. "$400, 060 Budget for Ist 
the Cther Fellow’s Getting—Waiting Also to See 


How Pre-Release F F und Click at B.O. 


The tendency of buyers to stall on 
deals for the 1939-40 product, be- 
cause they are anxious to see what 
kind of deals the other fellow is 
getting, is combining with uncer- 
tainty as to operating policies for 
the coming season in holding down 
selling progress. Other factors | 
which are causing considerable sales 
resistance include the doubt con- 
cerning local business conditions, de- 
lay on the trade practices code, and 
bickering over terms. 

There are some circuits which 
have refused to sit down on any 
deals at all up to now because they 
were desirous of seeing what other 
buyers were able to get from the 
various, distributors. Some buyers 
have not only wanted to see what 
competitors in their territory were 
getting in the way of deals, but also 
what theatres in other territories 
were doing on ’39-40 buys. 

There are a few asserted instances 
where two circuits will work to- 
gether against the distributor, and 
put the latter in a spot. This is said) 
to have included an affiliated chain 
and a simon-pure indie buyer, with 
advantages to both the objective in 
stalling the distribs, or making him 
talk better terms. 

Numerous buyers are waiting 
until the 11th hour on their deals 
for the coming season because of. 
doubt as to what operating policies 
will be this fall and winter. Where 
there is uncertainty in this connec- | 
tion, the buyer doesn’t know how, 
much film he will require and, de- 
pending on what changes in policies 
there may be, how he should make 
his deals. 

There is also a reported tendency 
on the part of theatre operators to 
wait and see what some of the new 
(39-40) pictures are doing on early 
release or in pre-release engage- 
ments. The setting of release sched- | 
ules on the new product is another 
factor, with buyers anxious to see 
what the various film companies are 
promising for September and Oc- 
tober. 


Indies Very Slow 

In the Greater New York area the 
independent chains have been very 
slow in negotiating new season's 
deals, one of the reasons being that 
business has been so poor most of 
this summer that exhibitors have 
not been in the mood to discuss 
product buys. 

A checkup also reveals that more 
than the ordinary amount of delay 
among the indies is due to the fact 
that major distributors have been 
busy working out contracts with the 
larger circuits in the N. Y. terri- 
tory and elsewhere, thus have not 
been pushing the smaller exhibs. 

There has been no rush on nego- 
tiations with the lesser buyers also 


because the majority of them are| 


in a subsequent run position and un- 
able to start picking up pictures 
until late September or in October 
that are available to the larger houses 
much earlier. 

25% Slash Asked 

New York independent theatre 
circuits are demanding a reduction 
of 25% in film rentals on next sea- 
son’s product before they sign any 
new deals. Action is a counter-move 
to some demands for increase of 
film rentals, higher percentage deals 
and higher allocation groups of pic- 
tures which most of the major dis- 
tributors have set up for ’39-40. 

Leading indie circuits reiterated 
last week their intention to hold off 
closing or even discussing deals for 
the coming season until something is 
done to compensate for the poor 
business experienced in the °38-39 
season. Feeling is that New York 
indies were harder hit than out-of- 
town circuits. It is maintained that 
increases asked by the distributors 
is being deliberately done because of 
the anticipated 20% rejection clause 
in the new code being drawn, and 
that in asking for approximately 
25% reduction in film prices, it is 
not being done merely for trading 
purposes. 

One circuit started to discuss a 
deal last week but broke off all dis- 
cussions when the salesman asked 
for a contract providing for 32 pic- 
tures to be played on percentace 
and 16 on flat rental. This circuit 
never before played any of this 


‘them now. 


/crease over last year. 


distributor's films on percentage 
and couldn't afford to start playing 


film over 18% of this circuit’s over- 
head would result in the operation | 
going overboard and unprofitable, 
contends. 

A number of major distributors | 
admitted higher prices and percen- 
tages are being asked next season. 
Effort is being made to increase the 
value of each deal by a nominal per- 
centage. 
not make any difference to them 
whether the increase is obtained 
from flat rentals or from an in- 
creased number of pictures which 
have to be sold on percentage, just 
as long as a deal represents an in- 
Claim is that 
pictures cost more to produce than 
heretofore and increasing costs must 
be compensated by higher rentals. 

Very little buying of new product 
has been done by most of the large 


indie circuits in New York so far 


but they're expected to break the ice 
‘along about September and October 
as shortage of new product begins 
to be felt. 

With its sales contracts for 1939-40 
declared to represent a very Satis- 
factory condition with top terms be- 


(Continued on page 38) 


Weisman-Steinreich 
Quster in Fox Theatres 


Federal Judge John C. Knox in 
New York last week denied an ap- 
plication by the Trust Co. of Georgia, 
appealing Fox Theatres creditor, to 
appoint a temporary receiver for the | 


assets of the company, retransfer 
these assets from the present trus- 
tees, Milton C. Weisman and Ken- 
neth Steinreich to a new trustee, 
and restrain Weisman or Steinreich 
from dealing in Fox Theatres 
curities. 

The judge in denying the appli- 
cation stated that the Federal court 
has no jurisdiction (case having 
been switched to N. Y. supreme 
court) and he, in denying the appli- 
cation, stated, 
order it should be understood that 
I have not considered the merits of 
the petition or the relief sought.’ 

The petitioner complains that the 
order 
the company 


signed Jan. 30 by 


N.Y.-Made Indie Via Col. 


Budgeting $400,000 to cover the 
first of three pictures, John J. 


| Wildberg and Jack Skirball have 


| with Grand National, 


| erbocker 


One company stated it did | Wildberg and Skirball have set up. 


it | | Wildberg, a New 


Any increase in cost of | closed a deal with Columbia for re- 


| lease. Films will be made at East- 
ern Service studios, Astoria, L. I. 
York attorney and 
| theatrical agent, recently hooked up 
with Skirball, after latter severed 
of which he 
| was a v.p. and producer, heading his 
own unit, Arcadia Pictures. Knick- 
is the name of company 


Frank K. Speidel represented East- 


| 


| similar period, 


' 


;some time next month. 


| week period, 


Denied Trust Co. of Ga. 


ending July 


ern Service in the deal signed with 
Knickerbocker. 

The first of the three pictures, 
‘Angela Is 22,’ goes into production 
Under the 
releasing deal closed with Columbia, 
Wildberg-Skirball are to deliver the 
three within 18 months. 


YEAR’S 


NET AT $1,134,710 


Keith-Albee-Orpheum Corp. and 
subsidiaries show a net profit of 
$1,134,710 for the year ended July 1, 
1939, after deduction of all charges. 
This is equal to $17.65 per share on 
preferred stock. Net for the 26- 
last half of the year, 
1, was $525,909. 

Profit statement for the last 26 
weeks was considerably higher than 
the year previous, 


| when a net of $288,194 was earned. 


| ing July 1, 


se- 


| Mirande, Eric von Stroheim, Simone | 
| at least $1,000,000. 
‘In making the above | 


Annual net profit of the B. F. 
Keith Corp., subsidiary, for 26 weeks 
ended July 1, was $332,887, compared 
with $254,538 for the same period in 
1938. Net for the entire year, end- 
1939, was $830,360.13. 


SAILINGS 


Aug. 16 ‘New York to London), 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Landry, 
Leslie Howard, Nat Goldstone, Yves 


Berriaud, Andre Lefaur, Michel 
Simon, Claude Dauphin, Rosine Der- 


iene, Lise Courbet, Mrs. Harry Char- 


; nas, 
| Montgomery 


approving the dissolution of | 


former Judge Martin T. Manton was | 


an improper one, and it questions 
Weisman’s conduct as receiver of 
the company. 


Another H’wood Pic 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ will be fol- 
lowed up by another high-budget 
picture of the film industry, tenta- 
tively titled ‘Screen Test.’ 
as reached by Darryl Zanuck after 
viewing the first rough cut of 
‘Hollywood.’ 
Kenneth Earl and Jesse Malo are 
assigned to do the original yarn. 


| 


Decision | 


Studio is donating entire gross of | 


‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ 


preview 
premiere to Motion Picture Relief 
Fund. 


month ai $11 a head, 


Schaefer Back East 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
George J. Schaefer, 


RKO prexy, 


Picture will be unveiled next | 


leaves for New York on Friday (18) , 


after three-week 
the RKO Radio studios. 

Returns to the Coast in 
tember. 


KAUFMAN BLOWS 20TH 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Edward Kaufman, 


associate pro- | 


inspection trip at 
| 


Sep- | 


| 
| 


ducer at 20th-Fox, has obtained a re- . 


one vear to go. 
Final production was 
Chan at Treasure Island.’ 


‘Charlie 


lease from his contract which had , 


Ramon Novarro, Mary Binney 
Ballet Troupe (Nor- 
mandie). 

Aug. 16 (Paris to New York) Mar- 
lene Dietrich «Queen Mary). 


U.S. Suits Stalling the Code? 


The distributors’ tair wets practice code committee now expects tc 
shake the revised code of regulations out of the hopper today ‘(Wed.) 


or tomorrow, 


Rodgers, chairman, 


for submission to exhibitor committees. 


William F. 


advises that delays have been occasioned by the 


necessity for careful legal phrasing of new clauses on arbitration, etc. 
and by deliberations as to what plans they should adopt for ail the 


signatories. 


A great deal of speculation as to the slow progress of the pact has 
been going on in the trade this past week, with some inclined toware 
the view that it would not be feasible at this time to launch any code 


for adoption by exhibitors. 


Rapid filing of individual Government 


monopoly suits against the Schine and Crescent Circuits, and others 
that may be imminent, is the basis for this viewpoint. 
There are some who argue that with all the major distributors and 


affiliated circuits under fire, plus other large unaffiliated 


coming under anti-trust scrutiny, 


fair trade regulation. 


circuits 


the atmosphere of widespread sus- 
picion about product deals is hardly conducive to a new agreement of 


$15,000 ‘Bonus’ Stalls Dramatists 
Guild Parleys for H'wood Play BR. 


FABLE IN FACT 


Danes Want Their Andersen filmed 
From Biog Data 
Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Shooting of the Hans Christian 
Andersen picture, ‘Once Upon a 
Time,’ on the Goldwyn lot has been 
postponed indefinitely at request of 
the Danish government. 

Goldwyn has been asked to send 
writers to Denmark to get the in- 
side on Andersen's life. They don't 
want a fairy tale. 


Calif. Studio Workers 
Highest Patd Class; 
Average $304 Mo. 


Sacramento, Aug. 15. 

Studio workers in Hollywood are 
the highest paid class subject to state 
unemployment insurance. Latest 
poll shows motion picture employes 
drawing an average of $304 a month, 
against $131 for rest of the workers. 

Film industry listed 39,650 on pay- 
rolls, with wages of $144,736,360 for 
the year. 


Hands the Canal 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
As a gesture toward Latin-Amer- 
ican good will, 20th-Fox is mulling 
several yarns with South American 
backgrounds, each with a budget of 


Pictures will be filmed under su- 
pervision of Harry Joe Brown. 

Warner Bros. are taking ‘Panama 
Canal’ off the shelf for early fall 
production. Edward G. Robinson will 
play General William Gorgas. 


L. A. 


Aug. 16 ‘New York to London), TO N. ¥. 
Leslie Howard, Walter Futter (Aqui- | Bill Bacher Andre Kostelanetz 
| tania). Kdna Best W P. Lipseomt 
Doe Bishop Brenda Marshall 
Aug. 15 (New York to London), | John Boles Chas, E. MeCarthy 
W. P. Lipscomb (Nieuw Amster-| 
| dam). Wilbur Eickelberg David Niven 
Aug. 12 (New York to Genoa), Mili | 
Vaiter uti Lew 
Aug. 11 ‘(New York to Rio de Ja-| Billy Gordo red 
| neiro ), Jean Sablon (Brazil). Bert Granet lea Ross 
Don tlariman George J. Schaefer 
Aug. 5 ‘(London to New York), Carl Havelin | Herbert Wilcox 
‘ Ihe Hirscl William Weiler 
Jack Davis ‘Brittanic). Holt Zimbatiot 
Aug. 3 «(London to Madeira), Mr. | Kesren 
and Mrs. Len Harvey (Athlone 
Castle ). N. Y. TOL. A. 
John E Abbott i Wavne Morris 
Arnoid lean Muir 
ARRIVALS Linnie Rarnes | Kd Perkins 
Mischa Aue l.arrv Steere 
Mrs. Robert Stevenson (Anna Lee), | ees Flatt on (Anna ee) 
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Negotiations between the Drama- 
tists Guild and the major film com- 


panies regarding terms for a_ re- 
newal of Hollywood financing of 
legit have recently taken a new 


slant. So-called ‘Wharton-Wilk plan’ 
has undergone extensive tentative 
changes and several new ideas are 


being studied. Representatives of 
the Guild and picture companies 
will hold their next confab next 
week. 

Although there are several mat- 
ters still in disagreement, the prin- 


cipal hitch at the moment appears 
to be the question of the $15,000 
‘bonus’ idea favored by the Guild. 
Hollywood end not only objects to 
the amount, but argues the coin 
should be an advance on future pay- 
ments, rather than a ‘bonus.’ In any 
case, however, the price of the film 
rights to a show would be based on 
a percentage of the gross of the 


| legit run. 


| $5,000 and 20% 


iments would be a straight 


|author $5,000 


Studio reps assert the ‘bonus’ idea 
was never broached during prelim- 
inary discussions of the plan, but 
was tossed in by the Guild. Latter 
organization explains that the whole 
question of an advance or bonus was 
left nebulous in the early huddles, 
| but that the Guild council set the 
$15,000 bonus instead of the previ- 
ously considered idea of a $306,000 
advance. 

According to the Guild’s proposal, 
the playwright signing a contract 
with a Hollywood-backed producer 
would receive for the screen rights a 
$15,000 flat payment, plus 10° of the 
first $5,000, plus 15% of the next 
of all over $10,000 
of the weekly gross for the first 30 
weeks. After 30 weeks he'd receive 
10% for the first $5,000, plus 12'2% 
for the next $5,000 and 15‘. for all 
over $10,000 weekly gross. The pay- 
10% on 
the road. Of course that would be 
in addition to his regular royalties 
for the legit presentation. 

Sliding Scale 

Hollywood officials have countered 
with a proposal of a sliding-scale 
‘advance,’ rather than the $15.000 
‘bonus’ idea. They would give the 
the first week, $2,500 


| the second week and $7,500 the third 
| week, to be credited against subse- 


quent royalties. Understood the 
| picture end has also offered a re- 
vised scale of royalties, with the 
amount based on the operating coast 
of the show as well as the weekly 
gross. Under either proposal, the 
producer wouldn't share in the pic- 
ture royalties unless the play ran at 
least three weeks. After that he 
gets 40%, with 60% being retained 
by the author. 

Picture execs have compiled a list 
of flops over the last five seasons to 
support their contentions regarding 


the $15,000 ‘bonus’ proposal. Ac- 
cording to the list, there have been 
243 shows in the last five years that 
ran three weeks or less. On the 


estimate that only about 20 of those 


productions were bought for pic- 
tures, at an average price of not 


more than $5,000, the film execs fig- 
ure that the Guild’s proposal of @ 
$15,000 minimum (plus royalties) is 
way out of line. 

In that connection, however. Guild 
members claim the whole plan tends 


to reduce the price for the film rights 


of smash hits, therefore it should be 
equalized by higher prices on feil- 
ures. That should benefit the wn- 
recognized authors. 


HENIE’S NEXT 
Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Sonja Henie’s next starring vehicle 
for 20th-Fox will be ‘European Plan. 
Original was turned out by Manny 
Seff and Milton Lazarus. 


— 
| | 
| | | 
| | | 
— 
| 
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GOOD PRODUCT SPURTS 


Atlas’ $4RKO Share Underwriting 


Plan Stalled by 


an Unconvinced 


Court; Special Master to Decide 


Federal Judge William Bondy in 
New York Friday (11) refused to 
pass on the RKO underwriting 
agreement, as submitted to the court 
on Aug. 4, but declared that after 
a perusal of the agreement, and 
hearing arguments pro and con, it 
was his opinion that the best pro- 
cedure would be to send the case to 
special master George W. Alger to 
hear and decide on. At the same 
time the judge declared that he 
would invite the SEC to sit in and 
render an advisory opinion. 

The underwriting agreement pro- 
poses that the Atlas Corp. (Floyd 
Odlum) will undertake to purchase 
all the remaining shares (375,000) 
of new common to be issued at $4 
a share, after the unsecured credit- 
ors and Rockefeller Center have had 
a chance to buy them. Amount en- 
tailed is up to $1,500,000. 

All of the large interests were 
agreed that the sum of $4 a share 
was a fair one, and Hamilton C. 
Rickaby, attorney for Atlas, placed 
several bankers on the stand to back 
up the unanimous stand of the board 
of directors who had approved the 
agreement, 

Perhaps the most important of 
these was George Leib, investment 
banker of the firm of Blythe & Co. 
Leib, who has been a banker for 
27 years, declared that the market | 
price of a security is the most im- | 
portant factor in determining 
value, not its future possibilities. He 
pointed out that dealings in the as- 
if-and-when securities of RKO had 


New RKO Corp. OKd 


Federal Judge William Bondy 
in N. Y. Monday (14) approved 
the certificate of incorporation, 
by-laws, form of preferred stock 
certificate, form of common stock 
certificate, option warrant, scrip 
certificates for a fraction of pre- 
ferred stock and common stock, 
and the proposed amended cer- 
tificate of incorporation of RKO. 

The forms were submitted to 
the judge by the Atlas Corp., and 
had been approved by the board 
of directors of RKO on July 26. 


Creditors 
Talk Recapture 
Suits in Camden 


Philadelphia, Aug. 15. 
Seven creditors of William Fox 


Camden, N. J., last week to insti- 


| 000,000 in claims outstanding. Judge 


+ 


PAST 
MARKEDLY 


Theatres Credit Stronger 
Films for the Improved 
Business—August Should 
Compare Well with Last 
Year 


THEATRES REOPENING 


Improvement in product, plus 
availability of pre-releases, has sent 


August showing expected that will 
compare very favorably with a year 
ago, and raise the level of grosses 
considerably over July. Theatre op- 
erators ascribe much of the _ in- 
‘creased activity at the ticket win- 
dows not only to the quality of pic- 
tures now on release, but to the fact 
that many of them have important 
drawing elements. 


The tone of business since Aug. 1 
is generally up throughout the en- 
tire country, including the hotter 
portions such as the south, south- 
west and middle west. While the 
average boils down to a satisfactory, 
though not sensational, uptrend in 
grosses—running less than 10%—in 
some sections of the country the im- 


proposed in U. S. District Court in| 


provement is more marked than in 
others. 

While the last three weeks have 
; seen much more action at the b.o.’s 


its | tute recapture suits in an endeavor | on the whole, the expectations are 
‘to increase assets to satisfy the $55,- | that the current week will not com- 


pare as favorably with the same 
week last year because of the fact 


been at about $5 a share. For Atlas | John Boyd Avis took under advise-| that ‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band’ was 


‘to take only $1 from this was very 
reasonable,’ he proclaimed. His own 
company would not’ underwrite 
RKO stock, but if it did, the most 
they would offer would be $3 a| 
Share, he concluded. 

Leib was violently opposed by the 
firm of Kummel & Rosenberg, ap- 
pealing debenture holders, who de- 
clared that in their opinion the RKO | 
stock was worth $10 a share, and} 
that was the price Atlas should pay. 
It was declared that the agreement 
was a subterfuge by which Atlas | 
would make $2,000,000 on RKO and 
be paid for doing so. 

Rickaby then spoke in favor of the | 


agreement, and admitted to the court | 


that his previous statement regarding 
Odlum’s willingness to accept any 
offer 
ing the stock was in error; $4 was 
tops that Atlas would go. 
Atlas’ $5.37 Average Share? 

Others to attack were 
S. Stover, 
Stockholder; Abraham K. Webber, 
representing another stockholder; H. 
B. Spring, representing 
a debenture holder, 
Kirk, vice-president of Farley & 
Co., holding 101,000 of RKO bonds. 
The latter, reading from a prepared 
statement, told the court that At- 
las, in submitting figures to their 
Own stockholders during the current 
year, had valued the RKO stock at 
from $4.50-$5.45, or an average of 
$5.37 a share. Judge Bondy was 
visably impressed by this argument. 

It was then pointed out by Rich- 
ard Hunt, of the RKO debenture 
committee, that the underwriting 
agreement was an essential 
necessary thing, that the company 
had about $600,000 in cash now, and 
had a program calling for the ex- 
penditure of $15,000,000 plus the ex- 
perses of the reorganization. The 
$1,500,000 would never have to be 
repaid. It was cash money com- 
ing in at a needed moment. He 
Stated that while the company might 
be able to borrow $3,000,000 on a 
Small ratio of interest, it would 
have to repay this amount at the 
end of the year. In this, Hunt was 
backed up by N. Peter Rathvon who 
again took the stand to aid a falter- 
ing cause, 

Oppose the Master Idea 

Judge Bondy’s stand, as to sending 
the matter to the special master, 
Was not well liked by attorneys 

(Continued on page 18) 


the plan 


the court might make regard- 


representing 


himself as 
and Russell Mc- | 


and a) 


ment the proposals. 

| Samuel B. Stewart, Jr., counsel for | 
| the Capital Co., a California real es- 
‘tate firm with a $5,190,000 claim, was | 
the most insistent spokesman for the | 
lereditors in demanding that the 


$600,000 offer of settlement for the! 
‘entire amount of the claims be | 
which has eal 


i tossed out. The offer, 
tready been approved by Hiram | 
| Steelman, trustee in bankruptcy in 
| the case, was termed ‘throwing a 
bone to a dog’ by Stewart. 

Elmer Brown, counsel for Steel- 
man, countered that ‘the creditors 
have come forward with nothing 
concrete to show where recapture 
suits would increase assets. After 
all, such suits are costly and take 
time.’ 

Thurman Hill, 
the U. S. Treasury 
which has a_ $4,000,000 tax claim 
against Fox, informed Judge Avis 
that his department is willing to go 
along with Steelman in any suits to 
obtain more revenue for the credi- 
tors. 

Stewart maintained that ‘at least 
$1,500,000 could be realized from the 
All-Continent Corp. were suit insti- 
tuted and another $9,000,000 from 
Fox debtors.’ 

All-Continent Corp. is a holding 
company the film magnate is alleged 
to have established in the name of 
his wife, Eva, before he filed bank- 
ruptey papers in May, 1936. Credi- 
tors claim he manipulated All-Con- 
tinent to deprive them of access to 


assets. 


special counsel for 
Department, 


WYLER OGLES 
PAIR FOR GOLDWYN 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Sam Goldwyn has shipped Wil- 
liam Wyler east to look over and 
report back to him on the picture 
possibilities of ‘The Little Foxes’ 
and ‘Philadelphia Story.’ Goldwyn 
has been negotiating with Lillian 
Hellman for ‘Foxes,’ but her price 
of $150,000 is considered too steep. 

On Wyler’s recommendation will 
depend further dickering for ‘Foxes’ 
or bargaining for the Katharine 
Hepburn stage hit, ‘Philadelphia 
Story. Goldwyn is interested in 
| both, 


| the Beacon & Midway Corp., 


US. TRIAL, AFTER ALL 


| 000,000 of new financing will not ma- | 


on release the middle of August in 
1938, and some tough figures to top 
| were set by that film. 

In addition to product for August 


stands up strong, the major) 
| distributors are furnishing more 
than enough pictures during the 


(Continued on page 16) 


RUMBLES OF EARLY 


Although no decision is expected 
from Federal Judge John C. Knox 
on the U. S. application for a prefer- 
ence in its anti-trust action against 
the major companies before the 
judge returns from a_ three-weck 
vacation, on which he will leave 
Aug. 18, indications are that every 
effort is being made to comply with 
the Government's request. It has 
been learned from reliable sources 
that the Federal judge has petitioned 
Washington for additional jurists, 
and is withholding his decision in 
the hope that his request may bear 
fruit. 

Judge Knox 
handling the 


since 1936 has been 
bankruptcy action of 
oper- 
ators of the Beacon theatre, N. Y. 
The judge commented on the situa- 
tion here, and declared that the the- 
atre had been unable to secure films 
for ‘love or money’ last year, and its 
value had decreased consid’ ably. 
On Friday (11) a closed hearing 
was held before the judge, at which 
time the Beacon Theatre Corp. 
agreed to take over the lease of the 


| house for four years at a fixed rental 


‘of $40,000 yearly. the lease being 
guaranteed by RKO, Loew’s and 
Skouras’ subsidiaries. The judge is 


reported to have commented un- 
favorably on the situation and 
ordered the operators to attempt to 
sccure an independent. 

When on Monday (14) they re- 
ported their inability to do so, the 
judge reluctantly signed the order 
approving the new lease. 

The sams source declares that at 
this time he commented that it was 
a situation of this nature that indi- 
cated that the speedier the trial of 
the Government's suit, the better it 
would be for all concerned. 

Therefore it is probable that a 
Nov. 1 trial date may not be as amiss 


‘as indicated at the first hearing. 


More U. S. Suits in 
Field to Be Filed 


the Exhibition 
by Justice Dept. 


In Separate Parts of the Country 


Kent to Thousand Is. 


Sidney R. Kent and Mrs. Kent are 
planning to leave this week for the | 
Thousand Islands, where they re- | 
cently rented a house. 

Following exertion of his trip to 


South America, where sales conven- 


/ tions were held, Kent has been tak- 
' ing it easy at his home in New York. | 


the boxoffices of the nation up dur- | 
ing the past three weeks, with an) 


Loew's Retiring 


$7,000,000 Bonds 


Via Private Loan 


Through a $15,000,000 private loan. 
arranged through several insurance’ 
‘companies and the First National 
Bank of Boston by Loew’s, Inc., last. 
week (10), approximately $7,000,000 | 
of bonds of the Loew's Theatre & 
Realty Corp., wholly owned sub- | 
| sidiary of Loew’s, Inc., due in 1946, 
| will be retired on Sept. 15. This 
bond issue will be replaced with re- 
financing of a new issue totalling 
$11,250,000 of first lien 342% bonds. 


The entire issue is being purchased | 


jointly by the Metropolitan Life In- 
surance Co. and the Equitable Life 
Assurance Society. 


| Remaining $3,750,000 of the $15,-/ 


| 000,000 loan will be used by Loew's, 
Inc., as additional working capital. 
It bears a 234% interest rate and 
will be paid off to the First National 
Bank of Boston 
| Stallments of $375,000 during the 
; next five years. 
| A sinking fund will operate after 
five years to retire $400,000 of the 


;new bonds semi-annually during the | 


final 10 years of the term of the is- 
sue. 
Interest costs on the entire $15,- | 


terially exceed the current interest | 
charges on the $7,000,000 of Loew's | 
Theatre & Realty Corp. 6% bonds, 
being retired. 


OKLA’S ’38-9 FILM B.0. 
GROSSED $8,095,000 


Oklahoma City, Aug. 15, 
Theatres of Oklahoma did 
proximately $8,095,000 business at 
their boxoffices during the year be- 
tween July 1, 1938, and June 30, 1939, 
according to figures of the Oklahoma 
state tax commission. Estimate is 
based on sales tax (2%) collection 
reports over the period just released 
by the commission.: Total take for 
the state was $161.881.59 from the 
average of 202 theatres reporting 


mf th 19 ths. 
en Of tne iz montn: 


menths were December, 
$14,550 collections, and 
with $14.439 collections. 
July, 1938, with $12,222 


with 
1939, 

Ov was 

epor 


Cukor’s Long M-G Deal 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
George Cukor’s director contract 


hes been renewed for five years by | || 


Metro. 
‘Susan and God,’ starring Greer 
Garson, will be his next picture, 


after a month’s vacation. 


Lang Held by 20th 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Walter Lang’s directorial contract 
at 20th-Fox has been extended for 
one year. 
Next picture is the Shirley Temple 
starrer, ‘Bluebird.’ | 


in semi-annual in-'! 


| will 


ap- || 
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Washington, Aug. 15. 
Half-dozen more ‘supplementary’ 
suits against so-called local or re- 
gional monopolies in,the exhibition 
field will follow quickly on the two 
equity complaints docketed last week 


| by the Justice Department in widely 
| separated parts of the country. The 
campaign to punish the film indus- 
try has hit top speed and now is 
running at a suit-a-week pace. 

Where the next action will take 
place remains a mystery, with fed- 
eral authorities refusing to discuss 
their intentions in any way. Only 
official information is that more pro- 
ceedings are in contemplation. The 
attack on the Schine interests Mon- 
day (7) and bill naming the Crescent 
group in Tennessee, Kentucky, Ala- 
bama, Mississippi, and Arkansas 
Friday (11) are by no means the 
extent of the Government’s efforts to 
bolster the New York suit. 

As Assistant Attorney General 
Thurman Arnold warned in reveal- 
ing the plan to move against the 
Griffith interests (New Mexico, 
Texas and Oklahoma) more than 
three months ago, the D.J. expects to 
seek aid of the courts in breaking 
up what the Government rezards as 
air-tight monopolies in various 
areas by seeking dissolution of re- 


_ gional chains, either independent or 


affiliated, and enjoining 
from playing favorites. 

As had been expected, the voting 
by Congress of additional money for 
the anti-trust division broke the log- 
| jam. With a substantial boost in 

appropriations, Prof. Arnold is in 
| position to attack on several fronts 
simultaneously now that reinforces 
ments have come up. Principal em- 
phasis naturally is on the New York 
case, and the flank maneuvers prob- 
ably will not be pressed actively un- 
| til some showdown occurs in the 
main battle. The idea seems to be 
to get the rest of the cases docketed, 
with the expectation that a Govern- 
ment victory in the New York tiff 
weaken the opposition else- 
where or that the scattered minor 
suits will be a subordinate means of 


(Continued on page 39) 
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105-PAGE ANSWER MAY 


Forthright Defense Dodges Naivete—Accepts Certain 


+ 


Trade-Practice Allegations Literally and Rebuts | 


on Their Long Usage as an Industry Custom 


Columbia Pictures 
affiliates, together with Harry and 
Jack Cohn, A. Schneider, Abe Monta- | 
gue, George Winkler, Charles B.| The average cost of hice 
Mintz. T. J. Elias, M. B. Silberberg,’ A’s has risen from $202,900 in 1932 
William S. Holman. Saul H. Born- | to $720,200 in 1939. Other features 
stein and Leo M. Blanche, filed the in 1932 cost $101,100 and are now 
most comprehensive answer to date averaging $105,400. 
on Friday (11) in the N. Y. federal | If Columbia were compelled to de- 
court, in answer to the Govern-. sist from distributing its own pic- 
ment’s anti-trust action against them, ‘tures it would find that films in 
and the balance of the majors. | (Continued on 1 Page 20) 

So clear and lacking in coyness is 
this answer, that all the other re- 


sponses of Government and majors 
alike combined cannot compare with enewe 
it. Columbia atiorneys, Schwartz & | 


Frohlich, when questioned, stated | 
that the facts they were answering, 
were facts, and that it was stupid 
to deny that which is known to be 
true. It is generally felt that Co- 
Jumbia’s response will serve as a 
model for the balance of the non- 
theatre owning companies, and per- 
haps for all majors when the actual 
defense of the suit starts in court. 
Columbia starts off its answer the 
game as the balance of the majors. 


lumbia interfered with the others. 
Average ‘A’ Costs $720,200 


Product Huddles 


Although understanding is that 
| Warner Bros. has agreed to no ad- 
‘ 7 ges, says | . . ee 

others | justment under its 1937-38 contract 
it does no y 

declares it has insvufiicient facts to | Theatres 
warrant answering. The company | 
then denies that it is a major pro- 


numerous huddles have been 
| held in negotiation of a new deal to 
: cover 1939-40 product, following a 
ducer. It declares that the correct _burying of the hatchet which led to 
definition of a major producer 1s ON€ | Open preach a couple months ago. 
engaged in exhibition as well as ProO- | the Skouras brothers 
duction. Columbia hence is an IM-| National Theatres for 20th-Fox and 
dependent producer since it OWNS NO | the Chace bank, are said to have ap- 
theatres. 

The company denies that the eight i thing off, this step coming after WB 
mentioned in the suit produce 80% | y2q elosed numerous independent 
of the better grade films each year, | accounts against National. and en- 


hecord Hastens 


Corp., and its; exhibition of Columbia, nor has Co-} 


| 


(Fox-West | 


operators of | 


| proached Warners to call the whole | 


and declares that from 1928-1939 it | couraged the building of new the- |! 


produced and distributed 64 A's 240 | atres, plus remodeling, as result of 
other features, 68 westerns, and four | ¢)m supply from this company. 
serials. Produced for them have | While negotiations on a new con- 
been seven A’s, 42 other features, 46 | | tract between WB and National, fol- 
westerns, three special subjects, and | | lowing expiration of a two-year deal 
three serials. | with final 1938-39 deliveries this 
Columbia maintains its own film summer, have been inaugurated, 


exchanges in 31 cities, the company | they have not reached the point thus | 
declares, and asserts that the true | far where it can be predicted when | 


distinction between theatres depends | a deal will be closed. 
not on their affiliation or lack of fact that an agreement on a set of 
affiliation with a producer of mo-| principles must come first. followed 
tion pictures. but rather upon | by applying of these principles to 
whether or not the management of, | each situation involved under a deal, 
oc booking for such theatres, is done | it may be weeks before a consumma- 
cn the basis of managing or booking | tion is arrived at. 
for several theatres. The former Gradwell L. Sears is personally 
case is an independent, the latter a | supervising the negotiations for 
circuit. Warners, while Spyros  Skouras, 
Columbia claims that it was or-| president of National, is handling 
ganized in 1924 with 2,500 shares of | the theatre side of the discussions. 
common with a par value of $100 a| J. J. Sullivan, National film buyer, 
share. | left Friday (4) for the Coast and is 


From the outset, Columbia de-' not expected back east for four or 
clares, the company found it very | five weeks, according to Skouras. 


difficult to secure proper distribu- | Latter reported that negotiations 
tion for its pictures. It was com- with Warners are proceeding along 
pelled by reason of the chaotic state Satisfactory lines but declined to dis- 
of the distribution field to establish | Cuss the question of an adjustment 
its own exchanges. It was completely | 0n the °37-38 film. Failure to reach 
at the mercy of local film exchanges | 29 adjustment on that season was at 
which either refused contracts for | first blamed for the break with 
distribution of its films, or offered | Warners, although the issue of 
such ‘harsh and inequitable terms’ double-featuring two big films in 
as to make it impossible to get a National towns was severely at- 
fair profit on the investment. As j| tacked by Sears. 
most ef ihese contracts were on per- | Warners Sales manager lost no 
centuge terms, it was found that in | in going out to close indies 
a great many cases, improper and | #8@inst National, accepting the Na- 
inadequate statements of the gross tional stand as taken, and sold nearly 
were being received from exhibitors. 90 different accounts. Additional in- 
Cclumbia then decided to arrange | 
for finances for its own exchanges, 
and undertcok to do so in March, 
1929, when the company was under- 
written for 25.009 shares of no par 
vaive. The charier was amended to 
provide fer an authorized capital 
stock of common and 25,000 of pre- 
ferred. The corporation sold to 
bankers 25.000 shares of preferred 
for $750,000 and the bankers agreed 
to sell the stock at public offering. | 
In April, 1930, additional shares | 
were sold and now the company has | Milwaukee, Aug. 15. 
over 1,000 investors scattered over; Robert Smith, Warner’ branch 
the country. At no time since 1929 | manager here, states there has been 
has Columbia distributed its pictures no letup in the numerous deals made 
through any of the other defendants, 
nor has Columbia distributed films of | 
the others through Columbia ex- | 
changes. It has, the company adds, 
distributed films of independent pro- 
ducers. Some of these are Walt Dis-_ is still plenty of time to sell Fox all 
ney, David Loew, Walter Wanger, | the way down the line.’ He further 
Emanuel Cohen. B. P. Schulberg, Hal | intimated that ‘Warners is not mak- 
Roach, Sol Lesser and David O. | ing any concessions to the inde- 
Selznick. At no time has the com- | pendent nor will it to Fox. All still 
pany allowed any of the others to| have to buy the product for our 
have any part in the production or original asking price.’ 


get Warner film, several new deals 
were instituted. The company never 
sold all of the National houses in the 
past and, in various situations, may 
again close with competitors of Na- 
| tional, although the major playing 
time would be in NT houses under a 
renewal of the dealing that has been 
in effect several years. 


Sez Robert Smith 


to the Fox-Warner break. 

However, Smith adds. 
companies are too big and important 
to be scrapping. I think that there 


Due to the | 


dies in National territory mav also! 


| having come in since peace moves 


| with indies in the state with regard | 


‘The two | 


Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 


Lucille Fairbanks inked 
pact at Warners. 


player 


20th-Fox petitioned superior court , 
‘to approve its minor contract with ! 


Linda Darnell. 


Court approved Warners moppet | 
deals with Jane Gilbert and Bebe | 


Anderson. 


20th-Fox hoisted Helen Ericson’s | 


stock player option. 

Joe Yule inked three-year player 
pact at Metro. 

Metro lifted writer options on 
‘John Higgins, Frederick Faust, Wil- 
liam Thiele and John Nesbitt. 


Karl Freund, cameraman, re- 
newed by Metro. 
Edmund Hansen, sound chief, re- 
pacted by 20th-Fox for one year. 
RKO signed Elizabeth Deins io 
stock player coniract. 
20ith-Fox signed Mae Marsh. 
Paramount signed Norma Nelson, 
Diane Hunter 
ticket by RKO. 


handed plaver 


Metro pacted Mary Taylor, ac- | 


John Kellogg inked actor dea] at 
20th-Fox. 
Metro renewed Ray June's 
as cameraman. 
20th-Fox extended 


ticket 


ment. 
Lillian Burns, 
newed by Metro. 


drama coach, re- 


Metro handed new player pact to. 


June Preisser. 

Michael Gubitosi, 
by Metro. 

Frank Wead inked one-year writer 
contract with Paramount. 

20th-Fox renewed Peverell Mar- 
ley’s cameramen ticket. 

Ralph Byrd obtained release from 
his Republic contract. 

Columbia picked up Robert Kal- 
loch’s option as chief fashion de- 
signer. 


moppet, signed 


Metro renewed Jack Chertok as 


producer of shorts. 

Columbia lifted Albert 
scripting option. 

George Barnes renewed for one 
year as cameraman at 20th-Fox. 

Republic lifted Betty Burbidge’s 
writer option. 

Peggy Moran drew a 
contract at Universal. 

Metro handed Walter Pidgeon a 
new contract. 

Maurine Watkins 
ticket at Metro. 


Duffy's 


stock player 


inked player 


SHEARER’S ‘PRIDE’ TO 
BE MADE IN LONDON 


Aug. 15 

Norma Shearer and _ Clarence 
Brown, Metro director, will go to 
London for the forthcoming produc- 
tion there of ‘Pride and Prejudice.’ 
Robert Donat is pencilled in for the 
male lead. Miss Shearer, now abroad, 
is conferring with studio officials in 
England but returns to Hollywood 
for final okays before the production 
gets under way. 

Picture will be based on the Jane 
Austen-Helen Jerome play which 
opened in New York in 1935. 


New Kenneth Macgowan 
Producer Deal at 20th 


Aug. 15, 

Kenneth Macgowan, currently pre- 
paring ‘Swanee River,’ at 26th-Fox, 
has received a new contract as an 
associate producer. 

Also handed option lifts were John | 
Howard Lawson and David Burton, 
writers, and Dorothy Dearing and 
Binnie Barnes, players. 


‘Reuter’s’ Pic 
Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Henry Blanke, Warner producer, 

has been assigned to make a film 

based on the Reuter’s, European | 
news agency. 


WB’s 


| Thomas Lit- | 
| tle’s pact as head of prop depart- | 


Aug ist 16, 19239 


Justa Dog-Days Lull 


sources maintained this week. 
abandoned came after collapse of 
petroleum industry. 


corps of mental ‘spark plugs, 


sources insisted. 
lime. 


Washington, Aug. 15. 


Dog-day conditions alone are responsible for the recess in the fily- 
Government talks about trade problems, U. S. Commerce Department 
Denial that the parleys have been 


Federal efforts to bring peace to the 


The interviews between Secretary Hopkins, his newly-organized 
and different units in the picture busi- 
ness are to be resumed when the vacation season is over, 


official 


No dates set, however, or even any guesses as to the 


During the dull period, Commerce Department experts are digesting 


data which has been submitted by the 
lined their sides of family squabbles, told how the Government can be 
of service and registered complaints. 
dope already in the Census and Foreign and Domestic Commerce file< 
have been received from the majors, via J. H. Hazen, vice-president of 
who was designated liaison man for the Hays or 
tion and are under the microscope. 
quite a little time completing their education before resuming efforts 
| to clear up misunderstandings and suggesting solutions. 


Warner Bros., 


various factions which have out- 


Statistics supplementing the 


Paniza- 


The brain-trusters plan to spend 


TNEC Not to Grill Pix Specifically 
But, in General, All Anti-Trust Biz 


WE'RE FIGHTIN’ MEN 


Filipinos Aroused at Being Sissified 
by Goldwyn 
Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Another Philippine War is threat- 
ened in Hollywood, with Sam Gold- 
wyn on One side, Commissioner J. 


M. Elizalde on the other, and ‘The | 
Elizalde | 


| Real Glory’ in the middle. 
blew in from the Far East yesterday | 
(Monday) to gander a rough cut of | 
| the film, which has aroused a wave 
of native animosity between Filipino 
and Moro extras. 

Commissioner is here to investi- 


gate reports that his countrymen are | 


depicted as faint-hearted warriors, 
and if so, will demand that such 
scenes be deleted. James Roosevelt 
is acting as intermediary, 


Glazer Ordered To 
Pay $10,625 in Back 
Alimony to Ist Wife 


Denying the requests of Benjamin 
(Barney) Glazer, playwright-pro- 
ducer, almost in toto, N. Y. supreme 
court Justice Sidney Bernstein Mon- 
day (14) granted Alice P. Glazer 
his former wife. $10,625, 
nine months’ back alimony, plus 
costs, legal fees. The defendant, 
who had divorced his wife in De- 
cember, 1930, agreed to set up 
' $250,000 trust fund for her with the 
| Citizens National Trust & Savings 
Bank of L. A. as trustee. This he 


failed to do, but up to 1935 there | 


|; was no trouble with the monthly in- 
siallments of $1,250. 

In the present action the de- 

fendant claimed disability, but his 
former wife’s testimony that he was 
visiting night stubs and theatres in 
N. Y. and refused to be examined 
by a doctor was accepted by the 
judge 
| Mrs. Glazer No. 1 also pointed out 
| that from 1931 to 1938 the producer 
had earned upwards of $1,000,000, 
his last yearly contract with Warner 
Bros., which ended in November, 
1938, calling for $3,000 weekly. 

An application to punish the pro- 
ducer for contempt of court for fail- 
ing to carry out the trust agreement 
is now pending in the Appellate 
court of California. 

A sum of $625 was allowed to ride 
temporarily by Justice Bernstein as 
the bank declared that it had for- 


warded that sum to Mrs. Glazer in | 


‘ 
the defendant's behalf. She testified 


| that she had not received it, but was 
willing to waive rights to it on the 
testimony, 

Glazer’s present wife is Sharon 
Lynn, film actress. 


Leslie Howard Sued By 
| English Producing Firm 


Los Aug. 15. 
United Players Productions, Inc., 
filed a $91,128 damage suit against | 
| Leslie Howard in superior court, 
charging the actor with walking out 
| On a contract as producer-star in the | 


| 
covering | On the contrary, 


TT EC. 


+ 


Washington, Aug. 15 

Chances that the Temporary Na- 
tional Economie Committee «monop- 
oly probers) will grill the motion 
picture industry faded last week, but 
failure to schedule a hearing on 
competition in films did not elimi- 
|nate the likelihood that the business 
| will be held up as an example of the 
need for stiffer anti-trust statutes, 

With the Justice Depariment 
speeding up its court assault on al- 
leged film monopolies, the combina- 
tion of legislators brain-trust- 
ers studying the anti-trust situation 
partly allayed fears of picture peo- 
ple who have been keeping their 
fingers crossed for several months 
an waiting for summonses to take 
the stand at the TNEC ‘clinic.’ The 
outline of future action given by 
Senator Joseph O'Mahoney, commit- 
;tee chairman, did not specifically 
‘refer to films. Since it represented 
an ambitious task that “ill keep the 
probers well occupied until the end 
|'of the year, omissio. of pictures 
| from the agenda appeared to be suf- 
ficient assurance that swamped law- 
yers and harassed executives will 
not have more worries imposed on 
top of the Justice Department suits 
| The chairman’s failure to mention 
pictures did not, however, mean that 
the TNEC has decided to pass up 
the industry in its various siudies. 
there were hints 
that the probers will refer to films 
in their eventual reports, using data 


| already in the Government's posses- 


sion as raw material for conclusions 
about the need for more strict con- 
trol over big corporations as far as 
the picture business is concerned. 

Shortage of money and the crowd- 
ed schedule, while making hearings 
on film problems very improbable, 
will not prevent the various Govern- 
ment agencies cooperating with the 
inquiry from including the industry 
in its studies. Besides sending out 
field investigators to dig up stuff for 
hearings, the TNEC is using two 
other methods, either of which could 
be employed in scrutinizing the cor- 
porate structure, economic opera- 
tions, and legal problems relating to 
pictures. These courses are to con- 
duct economic surveys—the 
tionnaire technique—and to amiss 
all data currently in Government 
files. There is plenty of the luiter, 
with more being gathered at the 

oment by the Commerce Depart- 
ment to further Secretary Hopkins’ 
program of refereeing  fxectional 
fights which offer an obstacle to re- 
covery. 


quese- 


Bertrand’s Surveys 
There are strong indications the 
T'IEC is following the latter route. 
One of the chief researchers in the 
background of the monopoly probe 
is Daniel W. Bertrand, who wrote 


| the review of the old NRA code and 


| has kept his eye on the film business 

many years. He sat in on the 
Senate hearings on the Neely bill 
and reputedly has kept up to date 
his voluminous files dealing with 
| picture problems. While his exact 
interest has not been disclosed, it is 


| hiated he is a sort of coordinator for 
| studies of the industry. 


A mass of info is at hand for the 
In addition to the ordinary 
probers 

Trade 


Census Bureau files, the 
have access to the Federal 


Groundwork for the production! English production of ‘Bonnie Prince , ‘Commission records which 90 back 


was laid by Hal B. Wallis, executive | 
producer, on his recent trip to the | 


company’s Teddington studios in 


Charlie.’ 
Action asks damages for money | 
} spent on preparations, and an in- 


ore than a decade, the Justice De- 
partment findings as result of the in- 
, tensive digging which laid the 


England where the picture will be | junction to prevent Howard from | groundwork for the anti-trust suit 
(Continued on page 18) 


made, 


‘appearing in other films. 


| 
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GOLD FOR STICKS 


Quick Day-Date Showings Milk 
Pix Fast and Don't Average Well 


Olivia ‘Hawk’ Lead 


Minneapolis, Aug. 15. 
Present big problem causing head- 
eche for local independent neighbor- 
hood theatres is due to fact that vast | Hollywood, Aug. 13. 
majority now are scaled at 25c. and; Olivia de Havilland shares lead 
are playing pictures day-and-date as with Errol Flynn in ‘The Sea Hawk,’ 
quickly as they're available. It’s que to go before the camera at War- 
hurting business and accounts in part | ners late in September, 
for the fact that numerous boxoffice = studio js dickering with Basil 
pictures have flopped in the sub-| Rathbone to head the supporting 
urban situations. . cast. Dennis Morgan, Flora Robson 
As many as 13 indepedent neigh-| ang Alan Hale have been signed, 
borhood theatres have played such | 
pictures as ‘Only Angels Have | 
Wings’ on the same playdates. Re- 


sree 
been split up too much and all the 
theatres suffered. ( N 
ame Uase, iv. 
Suits on Coast 


Instances are cited of films that 


clicked in a big way downtown fail- 
ing to stand up in the neighborhood 
gituations. In each case, it’s pointed 
out, the attraction played day-and- 
gate in a large number of houses. 
Exhibitors admit they all want out- 
standing attractions as soon as they 
break and they can’t see their -way 
clear to forego the most desirable Federal Judge John C. Knox Mon- 
ones in favor of competitors. It has | day (14) restored the action of Fred- 
been proposed that all the operators | erick Beck Patterson against Century 
of 25c. theatres get together and try | Productions, Inc., Samuel Cummins, 
to reach an agreement dividing up| | Empire Laboratories, Inc., Richard 
the ‘break dates’ of the leading box-| Fiedler, Carbeth Wells and Bob-Ed 
office pictures in such a way that too} Theatres Corp. to the calendar, after 
many houses will not be playing the/it had been dismissed for lack of 
game film simultaneously. Northwest! prosecution on June 6. The plaintiff, 
Allied is expected to call a meeting | producer of ‘Shooting Big Game 
shortly to thresh out the difficulty. | With a Camera,’ has charged that the 
Up to a vear ago there were only | defendants’ film, ‘The Jungle Killer,’ 
@ comparatively few 25c. houses.| contained many shots belonging to 
These theatres, of course, had clear-| him. The action was tried and fed- 
ance over 15c. to 20c. situations. | eral judge Vincent L. Leibell had en- 
| 


|tered an interlocutory decree April 
| 21, 1938, and then sent the case to a 
30 WRITERS WORKING |master to determine damages and 
| profits. The plaintiff's attorney was 

Alfred S. Krellberg, who died March 

AT REPUB, NEW HIGH 5. When the case became due, there 


was no plaintiff in court; so it was 
dismissed. 
Patterson now has another attor- 
Republic has 30 writers at work, A ney, and the hearings before the 
mew record for that studio. Five master will begin shortly. He had 
scripters, Franklyn sat apie asked for $15,000 damages in the filed 
Davidson, Sol Sohr, Morgan Cox and | action. 
Barney Sarecky, are working on the 
serial, ‘Zorro's Fighting Legions Isabella Knotter. resident of France 
Fortune and James Moncure March, Aled 
are toiling on the $750,000 budgeter, | 1 
‘adv From New Orleans.’ Thursday (10) against the Hal Roach 
Sti McG swan are Studios, Inc., Metro, Loew's and Cul- 
uart ver Export Corp. claiming plagiar- 
3S C A 
Taylor ang | of her scenario, ‘So Zwei Pech- 
rer th ountain; x Tay 
vogel’ or ‘Two Down and Outs,’ in 
robert Thompson ae, teamed "three Roach fins Swiss Mis “AU 
ar West’ and ‘So Zwei Pechvogel’. 
| The plaintiff claims she submitted 
of the Saddle, an ere Sere the scenario to Laurel and Hardy 
| in August, 1937, and it was returned 
coin ogg ‘ nrpas 
Writing are Luci Ward, Con- “Contin 
nie Lee, Richard Murphy, Gerald = 
Geraghty, Robert Presnell, Louis 


Doris Anderson, Bradford Ropes, MUSIC HALL DICKERS 
reorge Yates and ice tschuler. 
FOR UA- SELZNICK PIC 
Dancer Dies After Fall a 


Although fussing with United Art- 
Los Angeles, Aug. 15 


| ists, R. C. Musie Hall, N. Y., is re- 
Aloysius Clair, 40, screen dancer.) for ‘Intermezzo.’ 


Laurel and Hardy Suit 


Understanding is 


died of a fractured skull last week that the UA-Hall trouble over ‘Four | 
| 


in a jail here after a fall. 

An autopsy disproved charges that 
Clair had died as the result of rough 
treatment by police. He had been 
locked up for drunkenness. 


for the theatre, was due to refusal of 
the Hall to give UA a control figure 


Col. Buys ‘June Mad’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. be booked. 
Columbia has bought the screen! Opening ‘Fifth Avenue Girl’ Aug. 
Tights to ‘June Mad,’ legit play 24, the Hall will follow with ‘Golden 


| less of what business it was doing. 
Hall executives refuse to discuss this 
angle or whether ‘Intermezzo’ may 


Slated for Broadway production in| Boy’ (Col). Other pictures set for | 
fall. Florence Ryerson and Colin early screenings are ‘Nurse Edith | 


Clements authored. | Cavell’ (RKO? and ‘Mr. Smith Goes 


Picture is to be starrer for Edith to Washington’ (Col). 
Fellows. 


WASHER TO DONAHUE-COE 
FRIENDLY GESTURE Ben Washer joins the Donahue & 
Hollywood, Aug. 15. | Coe advertising agency soon to de- 
‘Yank at Eton’ is literally a hands- | vote most of his time to the legiti- 
&@cross-the-sea picture. First se- mate theatre adv ertising activities of 
quence will be shot on the Metro the agency. 
lot and the rest in England. | He will assume his new duties as 
Pha starts in two weeks, with soon as he completes his present as- 
ohn W, Considine, Jr., producing. signment for Samuel Goldwyn. 


| ported dickering with Dave Selznick | 


Feathers.’ which had been penciled 


|for a third week, refusing to con-| 
sider it for more than two, regard- | 


McCall, Idaho, Gets $7,- 
000,000 Prize Plum for 
‘Passage’ — Arizona’s 


$500,000 from Columbia’s 


Canada Also Cut In 


‘TITLE’ COMEON 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Thar’s gold and glory in them thar 
gypsy talker outfits, pard, and the’ 
head of every chamber of commerce | 
in the land is passing sleepless | 
nights pondering methods of cutting 

in on the Hollywood gravy train. 
Before dawn of 1940, Hollywood 
film companies will have spread, 
within one year’s time, better than 
$3,000,000 in location coin over some 
three dozen far-flung communities, 
to say nothing of the considerable 
sums left behind by individuals mak- 


picture troupe invades virgin fields. 

Nor do town booster organizations 
overlook the rich bally accruing to 
their sectors through the work cf 
studio flacks or the exploitation of 
native scenic beauties as they ap-, 
pear upon the screen. 

Prize lensing junket for 1939 was 
won by McCall, Idaho, region, where 
Metro's big ‘Northwest unit 
is currently at work, and where 
Metro itself will have expended 
some $700,000 before thesps and tech- 


nicians start back to the film village. | : ; : J 
| sentatives of publications with less etc., at other times. 


| than 35,000 circulation. | Where in former years theatres 


On top of this, studio numeral jug- 
glers estimate that each of the 250 


drops an average of $40 a week for 


ness men. 
Arizona’s Windfall 
Current stanza’s No. 2 shower of 
gold goes to Tucson where Colum- 
bia will lay out around $500,000 of 


western spots enriching their citizen- 
ry by tapping picture plant treas- 
uries in recent months have been 
Eugene, Ore., where RKO’s ‘Abe Lin- 
coln in Illinois’ is now being fil: ned; 
Santa Fe, N. M., where Paramount's 
‘The Light That Failed’ two weeks 
ago completed an extended stand; 
Cedar City, Utah, where 20th-Fox | 
maintained crew of 250 for three 
weeks for exteriors for ‘Drums 
Along the Mohawk,’ and Yuma, 
Ariz., where Par’s ‘Beau Geste’ 
troupe lingered for some 40 days. 
An average of 20 pictures annually 
are partially lensed at Lone Pine, 
Calif. Chatsworth, a whistle stop 
20 miles from Hollywood, gets a big 
play from sagebrusher makers. Scat- 
tered hamlets in Arizona draw at 
least 25 talker crews each year. Son- 
ora County, Calif., also gets a heavy 
play. Most South Seas films are 
made on the Catalina Island Isthmus. 
Texas and western Canada are set 
for a taste of the Hollywood influ- 
ence this fall when Par ships its 
‘Texas Rangers Ride Again’ to L 
| Star state, and its C. B DeMille 
‘Royal Canadian Mounted Poli 
personrel to the Dominion. Approx- 


imately 90% of both features will be 
| filmed in the actual locales of the 
| yarns. 

| Influx of cinematic money into 
| McCall area got under way year ago 
| when Metro actually started loca- 
| tion work on ‘Northwest Passage,’ 


final budget on which will run in 
the neighborhood of $2,500,000. Ad- 
| vance band of technicians and build- 
ers was sent out to pick sites and 
| construct outdoor sets, barracks and 
mess hall for those who were to 
follow. Early winter that brought 
sudden and drastic changes to col- 
orings in foliage and presaged snows 
resulted in temporary abandonment 
of Technicolor undertaking. Before 
shooting could be resumed last July 
2, much of the preliminary work had 
to be Gone over arin. 

‘Northwest’ outfit hies itself back 
to studio early in September, re- 
|mains here a month, then moves into 

(Continued on page 39! 


Prod. Troupe — 


ing up the traveling units. Then, | 
too, there’s the lucrative tourist | 


trade attracted wheneve 10tion | 
. d | respondents, 312 regulars and 


| cards are renewed. 


members of the roving contingent | 


the 60-day period with McCall bus 31> | 


its $1,250,000 ‘Arizona’ budget. Other | 


for an order precluding Boris Demi- 


injuries at the trial of his $25,000 
action against the company, because 
he failed to serve a bill of particu- 
lars on the defendants. 


amusing in recent years. The plain- 
tiff, a professional wrestler, claims 
to have been hired by the film com- 
pany to .be ‘hung’ in a scene shot 
in front of the RCA building on picture Metro deal with ‘Girl Crazy. 
March 26, 1938. 
right, but ‘due to a diriy, germ-in- top billing with Eleanor Powell and 
fected rope, unfit to be placed Eddie Cantor. 
around the neck of any human, es- Ruby and Jack McGowan are d ing 
pecially the plaintiff's,” his neck be- the script. 

came infected, and he asserts he was Astaire’s first, ‘Broadway Mz-l 
damaged to the extent of $25,000. is nearing completion, : 


Marked Spurt in Mon.-Tues.-Wed. 
Film Biz on B'way Ascribed to Fair 
And Desire to Douge Weekend Mobs 


business at Broadway film theatres 

has increased markedly on M ays 

Hollywood, Aug. 5. d 

Gold rush of '49 is the — ‘of, uesdays an ednesdays, notably 
‘Old San Francisco,’ slated as a high-| Wednesdays, which it is now claimed 


| ’49 Model Cold-Di ser 1 Within the past few weeks the 
| | 


budgeter for the Bryan Foy produc-! by hotels is their best of the week. 

tion unit at Warners. | Most theatres finish their weeks on 

Yarn is being prepared by Dean 

Franklin and Fred Niblo, Jr. | Wednesdays and the result has been 

| that heavier than normal grossing 

| on that day has sent numerous pic- 

iC t N | tures over expectations in the stretch 
OaSt NEWSMEN un. 

Theatre managers declare that 

Monday matinee business is away 

Hit Record Hi h over the normal figure for this time 

9 of the year, while the night trade 

on that day is only slightly better. 

° , On Tuesdays and Wednesdays, they 

Ow ota ii | say, both the mat and evening takes 

v , tun considerably over expectancies 

| Except when rain on the first 

| three work days sends business up, 

Hollywood, Aug. 15 | the only answer theatre operators 

New high in the army of film cor- | ©" Sive for boxoffice takes of over- 

59 average proportions is that a lot of 

summer volunteers, is disclosed inthe People must be coming into New 

latest checkup by Tom Petty, who York weekdays for the Fair rather 

keeps tabs on the press for the Hays than on the weekend. Theory ad- 

office. Growth has been steady every | vanced is that probably many are 

year in spite of pruning at the end afraid of crowded hotels over the 

of every quarter when the Hays) Weekend, mobs at the Fair that will 

be too large on Saturdays and Sun- 

Card system, for daily and peri-| days, especially since the price is 

odical newshawks, was adopted in, down on those days, traffic troubles, 

1931 with 96 names. In two vears it ete. It is also presumed that com- 

jumped to 157 and has been climbing | muters are avoiding N. Y. more on 

since. Increase continuzs even, weekends for similar reasons, com- 

though cards are refused to repre- | ing into town for shows, shopping, 


Largest class of regulars consists; used to start their new shows on 
of reps of national dailies, mags and, Mondays, they have advanced by 
| press associations. Next in size is! stages until now the majority begin 
the foreign group, Great Britain pre-! their weeks on Thursdays, not only 


| dominating. Third class is comprised | in New York but in other parts of 
'of freelance snipers, and fourth is| the country. 


In the Broadway area, 
made up of radio gossipers, some of, the Music Hall, Capitol, State, Pal- 
whom have as many as six legmen ace, Criterion and frequently the 
aiding. There are also temporary | Rivoli prefer Thursday openings 
cards, for one month, granted visit- | The Roxy and Strand stick to 
ing newspaper people. This year’s Fridays, while the Paramount uses 
temporary scribes are more numer- Wednesday as its change day. 


| ous than ever, presumably due to the In these theatres, the Monday, 


Frisco Fair, Tuesday and Wednesday business, 
when weeks are coming to their end, 
nas had the effect of strengthening 


DIETRICH’ 5 FRENCH | pictures on the countup. In numer- 


|days or Wednesdays has either ex- 
ceeded or come close to the figure 
for the opening day. 

Last Tuesday (8), with rainy 
weather helping, several Broadway 


Parte: Aug. 15 

Picture Marlene Dietrich was to 
have produced for the Forrester- 
Parant has been dropped for the 
time being. Difficulty of arranging houses beat their opening day’s gross, 
financing is attributed to Miss} while in others the business was run- 
Dietrich losing interest in the prop-| ning less behind than would be or- 
osition. Meantime, Jack Forrester,| dinarily expected. On Wednesday 
returning from Cannes, has said that (9), grosses in numerous spots cam@ 
the film won’t begin until mid-No-.| as close as $500 to the opening day 
vember because Raimu, who's fea-| figure 


| SIX PIX GO IN FOUR 


Stewart, is Universal's ‘Destry Rides 
DELICATE WRASSLER Hollywood, Aug. 15. 


Actress’ next film, to be made in 
Again.” She sails this week to start WEEK AT COLUMBIA 
production 

Six pictures for Columbia's 1939- 
Sues Universal Because of Stazsed 4p program get the gun within — 


Hollywood, co-starred with James 
Hanging Scene 


| weeks, starting today (Tues.) 

‘th: Charles Starrett western, ‘The 

Universal Pictures Co. will anply ak 

a : Man Trailer, 

to the N. Y. supreme court Aug. 22 4 ; a ta 
Others are ‘Scandal Sheet,’ ‘The 

Incredible Mr. Williams,’ ‘Blondie 

Brings Up Baby,’ ‘The Shadow’ and 

‘Arizona.’ 


troff from offering evidence of his 


Astaire-Powell-Cantor 
In Metro’s ‘Girl Crazy’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Fred Astaire will wash up his twoe 


The aciion is one of the most 


He was hung al- now in preparation. He will share 


Bert Kalmar, Harvy 


— 


| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
“Th 
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| the Four A’s in regard to its in- 
sistence on the voiding of the IATSE 


4 A *s Wins Out Over IA | charter to AFA, or reaffirmation of 


}the Four A’s jurisdiction. Almost 
| the only concession sought was for 


(Continued from page 1) 


‘calls for’ the reinstatement of the 
AFA and its officers and member- 
ship would seem to include the re- 
entry of Whitehead into the setup. 

However, before boarding a train 
back to New York right after the 
release of Green’s decision, the Four 
A’s issued a hurried statement flatly 
refusing to accept any settlement in- 
volving Whitehead in any way or at) 
any.time. The statement termed the 
AFL instructions regarding the re- 
instatement of AFA and its officers 
and members ‘merely a recommen- 
dation’ and not binding in any way. 
It added that the Four A’s had never 
agreed to accept the decision of the 
AFL executive council and con- 
cluded that even if the decision were 
accepted in other respects, ‘as far as 
Whitehead is concerned, he is defi- 
nitely out of the picture in every 
way.’ Indicated, however, that the 
Four A’s board will meet tomorrow | 


vote of confidence in Whitehead, but 


jreinstatement of the AFA to the 
gators were refused further access Four A’s ranks and/or a compromise 


to the AFA records or books on the | ; to save Whitehead. Four A’s refused 
ground that the investigation had | to budge on either point, 

turned into a ‘fishing expedition to | 
uncover dirt with which to perse- 


cute Whitehead.’ Unable to carry on} 4,000 H’wood Actors OKd 


its probe, the Four A’s committee on. 
reported back to the national board A Strike, If Necessary 
Hollywood, Aug. 15. 


and was disbanded. After consider- 
Rally in Hollywood Legion fight 


able delay, during which numerous 

attempts were made by _ Sophie | stadium Sunday night (13) was at- 
Tucker's friends and associates to/tended by 4,000 actors who gave 
unanimous approval to the resolu- 


persuade her to resign as AFA pres- 

ident and thus avoid becoming in-| tion okaying action of 4 A’s directors 
volved in a situation for which NOjin taking a strike vote if necessary 
one believed she was responsible, | to block the IATSE move. Tenor of 
the investigating committee’s report speeches, however, gave broad in- 
was made public and charges were | dication of reported peaceful solu- 
brought against the AFA. tion of all problems, grapevining in 

That Memorable Riot from the east. 


: : Actors cheered Ralph Morgan to 
Miss Tucker called an AFA mem-| the echo when he shouted, ‘I can tell 


bership meeting at the Edison hotel,! you this. There is not going to be 
N. Y., for the purpose of obtaining a) any compromise.’ 


Adolphe Menjou 


the session broke up in a virtual riot. 


presided andj; 


(Wednesday) in New York to con-|Then Whitehead and Miss Tucker 
sider the matter further. refused to participate in the hearing 
The settlement came after two|of the Four A’s charges against the 
months of steadily increasing strife | union, so the trial proceeded with- 

entertainment industry and, e testimony of misuse o ene 
time, seriously threatened a general| money, mismanagement and dic- 
show business shutdown. It ap-|tatorial governing of the union, as 
parently ends a determined move by | well as various other abuses, a spe- 
George E. Browne, IATSE a cial Four A’s international board re- 
to ‘take over’ the actor unions. And | yoked the AFA charter and simul- 
it paves the way for the consolida- ; taneously chartered a new union, 
tion of the various Four A’s branch- |the American Guild of Variety Ar- 
es into the long-sought ‘one big | tists, to take its place, with Eddie 
union’ setup. Cantor as temporary president and 
Colorful Scrap | Maida Reade temporary executive- 


Four A’s victory, which establishes . ' secretary. 
it as the dominant union in the en- | Whitehead thereupon applied for 
tertainment world, was won only | ‘(and was denied) a New York su- 
after the most colorful scrap in AFL | preme court injunction against the 
annals. And it was apparently made|Four <A’s and AGVA, brought} 
possible by the savage and sensa- | charges against the Four A’s with 
tional attack of the Hollywood and the AFL, and finally applied to the 
Broadway stars, and their union of- | 'IATSE for a charter, which presi- 
ficials, on the AFL executive council! dent Browne ‘personally’ granted. | 
at the hearing here last week. That! As result, the Screen Actors Guiid, | 
assault and the showmanship that | the American Federation of Radio 
accompanied it, aroused bitter re- | Artists and Equity brought charges 
sentment among the AFL leaders, | against Miss Tucker for ‘disloyalty’ 
but it aoparently aroused public in- | and suspended her pending hearings. 
terest and opinion in a way that | AFRA and Equity took similar ac- 
forced the labor heads to surrender. |tion against Richman. The Four 

Although the actual announcement A’s brought charges against the 
of the settlement wasn’t made until | |IATSE to void the charter to AFA 
this evening, the major issues of the | | and for continuing to recognize a 
battle were understood decided as | suspended local union. It was those 
early as last Friday night (11). At|charges which were the reason for 
the Thursday (10) hearing, Presi | last week’s hearing at the Ritz- 
dent Green supported his personal | Carlton hotel here. 


called for speeches from Emily Holt, 
Fred Keating and Lawrence Tibbett. 
All pleaded unity and told of inci- 
dents leading up to the present dif- 
ficulties. Morgan said no doubt the 
actors wanted to remain in AFL as 
long as it continued an ‘honest or- 
ganization,’ but actors didn’t want 
to stay if dishonest. 

Tibbett, as American Guild of 
Musical Artists prexy, told actors to 
be prepared for a fight to the finish 
and read a resolution which was 
adopted by a standing vote. Meet- 
ing closed with Tibbett leading 
actors in singing the national an- 
them. Newsreel and fan mag pho- 
togs had a field day outside arena, 
with actors in best form. 

Scribs Back SAG 

Screen Writers Guild, at a special 
membership meeting Monday night 
(14), approved, by resolution, the 
actors’ strike stand, and the United 
Studios Technicians Guild demand 
| for a democratic election of film 
‘technical workers as a_ bargaining 
designee by the Labor’ Board. 
Writers voted full support to the 
SAG on all controversial fronts. 

Scribes instructed the executive 
board and negotiating committee to 
stand pat on minimum demands to 
producers. Hearing on the complaint 
charging producers with unfair labor 
practices was set for Thursday (17). 


friend Whitehead and violently Op- | 
posed the Four A’s, but in the com- | 
arte conferences that followed, the 
AFL quickly conceded the main 
Four A’s points. 

Thereafter, the principal hitch to 


a settlement was the question of | 


Whitehead’s status. Four A’s flatly 
refused to recognize him in any ca- 
pacity whatever, while Green and 
Browne were understood pressing | 
for some kind of concession by the | 
performer union heads that would | 
take care of the AFA executive. 
When the Four A’s remained ada- 
mant, however, pressure was ex- 
erted upon Whitehead to resign his 


AFA position and accept a job which | 


Green was reported ready to provide 
in some union outside.of show busi- 
ness, thus clearing the way for a 
satisfactory settlement of the whole 
situation. 


Dates Back Two Years 
Although the Four A’s-AFA-IATSE | 


battle has been in the public eye | 
its begin- | 


only a couple of months, 
nings go back about two years. At! 
that time, when the heads of the ac- | 
tors, stagehands and musicians | 
unions had been conferring on a 
proposed ‘big three’ of the enter- 


tainment industry, the IATSE an- | 


nual convention passed a resolution 
asserting its claim to jurisdiction 
over film actors. 


That ended talk of the ‘big three’ | 


union idea and, when Whitehead, on 
behalf of the AFA, refused to ap- 
prove a Four A’s resolution con- 
demning the IATSE action, his loy- 


alty to the performer union setup | 


was challenged. Tension between 
the AFA and its Four A’s affiliates | 
continued to grow, with several out- 
right jurisdiction fights between | 
AFA and Equity, and AFA and the | 
Burlesque Artists Assn. 
Brother Artists Assn.). 
Finally, with criticism of the 
Whitehead regime spreading through 
the AFA membership and with ru- 
mors that the Four A’s might launch 
an investigation of the union’s af- 
fairs, Whitehead demanded last Feb- 
ruary that the Four A’s either give 
him a vote of confidence or else in- 


vestigate his regime ‘thoroughly and 


cc -ypletely.’ 
The probe was immediately begun 


and. after a few weeks, the investi- | 


(now the) 


REPUBLIC 
SIGN, STRIKE 
AVERTED 


Accompanied by a delegation of 
|; Hollywood and Broadway stars who 
| arrived here by special plane and 
| immediately took possession of the 
_city, the Four A’s stormed into the 
AFL executive council hearing and 
launched the most sensational and 
| savage attack on that body that it 
‘had ever received. Accustomed to 
| dealing with labor problems in the 
| traditional, smoke-filled hotel room, — 
| the veteran labor leaders were un- Holiywood, Aug. 15. 
|used to facing the glare of publicity Walkout of directors, assistant di- 
jand the glittering personalities of | rectors and unit managers at Re- 
| film, stage and concert stars. public was averted Monday (14) 
when M. J. Siegel, studio head, 

Signed a basic agreement with the 

They were awed and jittery and,|Screen Directors Guild. General 
although they tried to preserve their | membership meeting of SDG had 
dignity, were bowled completely | been called for tonight (15) to take 
over by the fury and the eloquence | aq strike vote. 
of the actors and the noisy clamor New contract goes into force at 
;of the public. There were bitter | once and calls for substantial sal- 
clashes between the opposing fac- | ary increases to assistant directors. 
, tions, with Lawrence Tibbett un-| Obstacle to signing cleared 
|leashing a _ blistering attack on/ when the Guild agreed to closer co- 
Browne and Green; with Miss | operation with Republic in making 
Tucker making a violent personal | avai ilable front line directors to han- 
| tirade against Kenneth Thomson and the studio's better productions. 
other Four A’s officials, and with Siegel had complained to the 
Edward Arnold having to be po of his inability to interest 
Strained from a physical assault on! pilots in the lot's top budgeters. 
Harry Holmden, IATSE vice-presi- Now on plant's roster are seven di- 
dent, for the latter’s personal attack | rectors, five first assistants, three 
on Robert Montgomery, former SAG |! second assistants, five unit managers, 
president, who is now in England.|all affiliated with the Guild. 

After the hearing, the AFL gave 
in to Tibbeti’s blunt ultimatum that 
ithe Four A’s would consent to the 
|matter being turned over to com- 
|miitee only on condition that the 
| committee meet that day, sit in con- 


TUCKER- RICHMAN 


Philly Nitery ene to Co-Headline 
*‘Em—Alse in London 


; tinuous session and reach an un- Philadelphia, Aug. 15, 
derstanding and report back by the Possibility of Sophie Tucker and 
| next day, at which time the coun-|Harry Richman appearing on the 
cil would have to issue a decision. | same bill at the Walton Roof is being 
‘The committee was composed of Mat- | looked into by operator Jack Lynch. 
| thew Woll, Thomas A. Ricket and|It would be for a week in October. 
| John Coefield. The Four A’s further | Both entertainers were at the Roof 
stated that in agreeing to confer | last season, but at different times. 
with the special committee, it was| Fate of Miss Tucker's contract for 
| not ‘mediating, conciliating or com- | return in ‘Leave It to Me’ revival on 
| Promising, but was simply joining | Broadway, because of the AFA 
| in a fact-finding effort. squabble, will determine whether she 
From the first, the IATSE juris- can be booked at all. 

diction claim over actors was never 
considered by the committee and it 
was never mentioned to the Four Abe Aaronson plans bringing So- 
A’s. Similarly, there was under-|phie Tucker and Harry Richman here 
stood to have been little pressure | for dates either at Ciro’s or Cafe de 
by the committee for concessions by ' Paris. 


| 


London, Aug. 15. 


US. Probe on Coast 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Charles Carr, special assistant U. S. attorney-general, is here to con- 
duct investigation of picture industry involving alleged labor racket. 
eering, Sherman anti-trust act violations and income tax irregulari- 
ties. Letter signed by Attorney General Frank Murphy, filed with 
VU. S. Court here and ordering a sweeping probe, stated the Govern- 
ment is ‘informed’ that the IATSE and film producers violated the 
anti-trust act ‘by contracting, combining, monopolizing and conspiring 
to do so in restraint of trade, and have obtained or attempted to 
obtain by force, violence or coercion payment of money in violation 
of so-called anti-racketeering act.’ 

Carr said charges have been made of racketeers ‘shaking down pro- 
ducers’ and existence of a conspiracy between IATSE and the studios 
to restrict competition. 

A second letter from Murphy, filed with the court by Carr, stated, 
‘You are appointed to assist in investigation and prosecution of al- 
leged violations, Section 145 Revenue Acts; Section 37 of Criminal Code 
and other such sections that may have been violated in cases of 
Joseph M. Schenck, Joseph Moskowitz, William Bioff, Arthur Steb- 
bins, William Goetz, Darryl Zanuck, William Dover, Bertram Nay- 
fack, Harry Kadis and other persons who may have been involved in 
same or related transactions, and in that connection you are directed 
to conduct any kind of legal proceedings.’ 


Sidelights in Atlantic City 


Atlantic City, Aug. 15. | guard, errand boy, handyman and 

One of the dramatic incidents that | autograph-hound-contact. When the 
escaped public notice at the arrival | actor group was forced to remain 
of the special actors’ plane at the | overnight, the officer even used his 
local airport last Thursday (10) oc- “otiicial position to have Arnold's 
curred just as the ship taxied to ajshirt laundered and back to him 
stop. As the crowd broke through within an hour. When the actor re- 
police lines to rush toward the plane, |turned here yesterday, Barab asked 
an eager urchin grabbed the motion- | if Arnold would receive the mayor, 
less propeller and began yanking it. | explaining, ‘He gave me hell for not 
A TWA official on the ship, realizing | introducing him to you last week.’ 
the likelihood that the propeller |When Hizzoner Charles D. White was 
would give a few expiring kicks and | introduced and duly photographed 
might decapitate the lad, jumped out | with Arnold, he offered to appoint 
and knocked him away. Several ‘the actor an honorary detective. Of- 
persons paused to berate the man ' ficial ceremony took place this after- 
for his ‘bullying.’ noon (Tuesday). 


BINNIE BARNES ALL 
BOOKED UP AT 20TH 


Binnie Barnes’ next picture for 
20th Century-Fox will be ‘Daytime 
Wife,” with Warner Baxter. After 
that she’li do ‘Deal in Hearts’ and 
then possibly one of the ‘Cisco Kia’ 
series. Studio has just picked up her 
option. 

Actress was among the Coast dele- 
‘A. Union Widow 
Harry Richman was telling a group | City last week to protest the threat- 
ened stagehands union's jurisdiction- 
al invasion. 


Tibbett Doubles Between 
Union Fracas, Concerts 


Gave Soph a Big Hand 

Four A’s delegation, with its first 
free evening in more than a week, | 
attended Sophie Tucker's opening 
Monday night (14) of a return en- 
gagement at the 500 Club, loca! 
nitery-casino. They sat at a ringside 
table and enthusiastically applauded 
her singing. 

Visibly moved, the AFA prez came 
to their table after the show, thanked 
them for being her ‘best audience in 
the house,’ and set up a round of | 
drinks. 


of reporters about the ‘injustices’ of | 
the Four A’s in revoking the AFA 
charter and suspending him from the 
union branches. When one of the 
scribes disputed some of the singer's 
contentions, Richman listened awhile, 
then remarked: ‘You seem to know 
more about this union stuff than I co. 
I don’t know anything about it. I'm 
just an actor. All I know is what- 
ever Sophie Tucker does is all right: 
anything they do to her they can do 
to me also.’ 

Mrs. Richman, the former Hazel 
Forbes, told reporters she’s a ‘union 
widow,’ explaining that ‘Since this 
thing started I never see Harry.’ 


Lawrence Tibbett, who sang in 
Hollywood Bowl last night (Tues- 
day) after flying from New York 
Saturday (12), has three more sum- 
mer concert dates. He sings Satur- 
day (19) at Santa Barbara, next 
Tuesday (22) at Grant Park, Chi- 
cago, and the following Saturday 
(26) at Chautauqua, N. Y. He has 

After all the other members of the | four dates on the Ford winter radio 
actor delegation had finally gone to S¢™es, possibly including the open- 
bed early last Friday morning (11), i" program early in September. 
Lawrence Tibbett went to the 500|;, Baritone will spend most of Sep- 
Club, where Harry Richman was | ‘emer at his Wilton (Conn.) home 
playing an engagement. It was Rich- | 2¢@ then begin his winter concert 
man’s birthday, so the party was | S€ason early in October. He's slated 
still going on. He bought a bottle | for eight appearances with the San 


Just Pals—Offstage 


of champagne and the two singers | Francisco opera and will probably 
agreed their union differences | 0P€M the season at the Metropolitan, 
shouldn’t involve personal animus. N. Y. ; 4 

xe Singer, who is president of the 


American Guild of Musical Artists, 
was one of the principal represen- 
tatives of the Associated Actors and 
of the actor group boarded a plane | Ttistes of America at last week s 
Friday (11) to return to New York, council meeting 
he went along rather than go by “Uantie City. 


himself on the train. Edward Ar- es a 
Arnold’s Next Twain 


nold also made his first plane trip 

when he came east with the other 

Coast players. He plans to go by 

air on all his trips in future. Edward Arnold, planing back 1o 
the Coast this week after partici- 
pating in the Four A’s scrap with 
the AFL and the IATSE, goes into 

tv-o pictures early i September. 

One is an untitled production for 

Walter Wanger, the other ‘Johnny 

Apollo,’ with Tyrone Power and 

Hancy Kelly, for .tzrry Joe Brown, 

at 20ih Century-Fox. The films are 

siated to be made simultaneously. 

Actor, a freelancer, has nothing 
set thereafter. 


Converted te the Air 
Paul Turner, Four A’s attorney, 
had never flown, but when the rest 


Busy Ben Blue 

While Sophie Tucker and Harry 
Richman, respective president and 
vice-president of AFA, were arguing 
their union’s case against AGVA be- 
fore the AFL executive council 
Thursday afternoon (10), Ben Blue 
went to the 500 Ciub, where both 
performers were playing an engage- 
ment, and signed all the other mem- | 
bers of the cast to AGVA member- 
Ship applications. 


Nancy Tied to Ty 

Ed Arnohl, the Cop's Delight | Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Sgt. Sam Barab, official greeter for | Nancy Kelly is set as the femme 

the Atlantic City police force, at- lead opposite Tyrone Power i" 

tached himself to the Hollywood del- | ‘Johnny Apollo’ at 20th-Fox. 

egation, particularly to Edward Ar- It will be her second appearance 

nold, to whom he acted as body-' with Power. First was ‘Jesse James. 
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Banko Looks Set Stay Small 
Burgs; No Other Gambling Exists 


Spokane, Aug. 15. 

Banknight and similar cash games 
may be fading in many cities of the 
nation, but in the small towns of 
the hinterland the currency stimu- 
Jants are on their way to becoming 
permanent institutions. Probably 
one reason is that in the sticks there 
is no other form of legal gambling. 
There are no horse races, slot ma- 
chines and gambling clubs. 

Take any town of 5,000 or so in 
this territory and you'll find the the- 
atres packed on bank night, usually 
Wednesday. Everybody goes. Purses 


get up to $300 without much trouble | 


and the average citizen figures there 
is no sense in taking a chance on 
missing it. To encourage this senti- 
ment there is at least a case a month 
of someone who has been a steady 
goer staying away one night and 
hearing later that his name was 
called. 

Banko and such have never taken 
hold in cities of the state. They 
would probably run into legal action. 
But in the burgs they don’t create 
a disturbance. Furthering the pop- 
ularity of the games is the general, 
but not unanimous, attitude of ex- 
hibitors in not unloading sub-B pic- 
tures on Bank Night audiences. 

Exhibs also have maintained gen- 
tlemen’s agreements in towns of 
more than one theatre ownership. 
There are no races to offer the most. 
In the majority of towns, there is 
just one theatre or two owned by 
the same exhib who uses the weekly 
- or $50 night as a midweek stimu- 
ant with nobody getting hurt. 


FILM EXPLOITEERS 


EYED BY TMAT UNION °": 


Theatrical Managers, Agents and 
Treasurers is planning a campaign 
of direct pressure in behalf of ex- 
ploitation men employed by major 
film companies. Claim is that home 
office exploitation heads are power- 
less to improve working conditions 
for the exploiteers. 

Over and above unsatisfactory 
salary scales, road expenses, etc., a 
drive will be made to eliminate em- 
ployment of men without experi- 
ence in motion picture work which 
has been prevalent the past year. 

TMAT lays claim to having en- 
Tolled more than half of the men 
employed by Metro, United Artists, 
RKO, 20th-Fox and Warner Bros. 
and is now actively organizing other 
employees in film home offices. An- 
nual dues for membership in the 
film division of TMAT have 
increased from $37 to $50. 


Albany’s Unionizing 


Albany, Aug. 15. 
Report of a drive to unionize office 


Managers, bookers, cashiers, billers | 


and stenographers in the eight Al- 
bany exchanges have been heard for 
the past three months, but open 


steps in this direction are yet to be | 
A former Troy exhibitor is | 


taken, 
mentioned as the organizer. His plan 


is said to envisage unionization of | 
excluding | 


the front office staffs, 
salesmen and branch managers. 
Members of the inspecting and ship- 
bing departments have been in the 
union for more than a year. 
Opposition to becoming card- 
holders has been voiced by office 
managers and bookers. In several 
exchanges the chief booker is also 
office or assistant manager. Bookers 


in the large exchanges say the na- | 
ture of their work does not permit | 
They are on call | 


union-fixed hours. 
night as well as day. Some of them 
check in Sunday mornings, too. Con- 
fidential nature of the position—this 
13 also true of office managers, 
§ 8iven as another reason for hold- 
ing aloof from union membership. 


CORTEZ HANDLES ‘CITY’ 

Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Ricardo Cortez will direct ‘The 
City’ for Sol Wurtzel at 20th-Fox. 

John Larkin did the screenplay, 

with lensing skeded to click Aug. 21. 


+ 


been | 


| AUER’S COLLAPSE 


; Heat and Exhaustion—U Contractees 
Set for ‘Destry’ 


Mischa Auer, who planed east last 
, week with the Screen Actors Guild 
| delegation to attend the American 
| Federation of Labor executive coun- 
cil hearing in Atlantic City, starts 
‘work Aug. 28 in ‘Destry Rides 
| Again,” with James Stewart and 
| Marlene Dietrich, for Universal. He 
, has nothing set after that. He’s un- 
der contract to Universal. 

Comedian collapsed last Friday 
(11) from heat and exhaustion after 
| returning to New York from Atlan- 
i tic City, but recovered the next day 
{and accompanied the other actors 
| back to the Coast on the special 
{plane. His mother, Mrs. Leopold 
| Auer, widow of the violinist and a 
resident of New York, was with him 
during his stay east. 


After 4 Years, 
Sunday Fines 


Close Up Exhib 


Wilmington, Del., Aug. 15. 
Charles S. Horn’s Blue Hen at 
| Rehoboth Beach closes Sunday (13) 
j; after four years of openly ignoring 
| the 1794 Delaware Sunday blue laws. 


{orn previously was content to pay 
| his $4 fine every Monday, but police 
began, tagging patrons at the ticket 
That worked. 


Rensselaer, N. Y., OK 
Rensselaer, N, Y., Aug. 15. 

After a public hearing conducted 
by Mayor William T. Wright, the 
Board of Aldermen adopted an ordi- 
nance legalizing Sunday films from 
2 to 12 p.m. Expected clerical op- 
position did not materialize. Alder- 
man Earl M. Waugh, sponsor of the 
ordinance, declared that if Rens- 
selaer had Sunday pictures and its 
theatre were open, we would ‘know 
where our boys and girls are.’ Al- 
derman Walter Pratt insisted films 
could be seen six days a week, and 
that was ‘plenty.’ Charles H. Miller, 
owner of the Third street property 
housing the Bright Spot—leased by 
| Herbert Gardner—said that Sunday 
pixs would permit full-time opera- 
| tion. 


Studios and 10 Locals in New 
Deals Dodge the ASC 
Showdown 


SIGN IN THE EAST 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Hearings on petitions of the 
United Studio Technicians Guild 
and the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees, be- 
fore the Labor Board, for certifi- 
cation as bargaining reps of 12,- 
000 studio workers, has been 
postponed to Aug. 21 to allow for 
the presence of Joseph Padway, 
American Federation of Labor 
general counsel. 


The touchy subject of the camera- 
men was avoided in the closed-shop 
contract between the producers and 
10 studio locals of the IATSE which 
was signatured the past weekend. 
IA insistence for control of chief 
lensers, now affiliated with the 
American Society of Cinematogra- 
phers, balked any deal involving In- 
ternational Photographers’ Local 659 
until further deliberation this week, 
looking to peaceful settlement. 


On signing pact, IATSE leaders 
asked that cameramen be excluded 
until the situation is ironed out. Also 
requested enforcement of closed shop 
made effective in 30 days, thereby 
giving all IA members full opportu- 
nity to get into good membership 
standing. Understood this move for 
time was predicated on the foothold 
by the United Studio Technicians at 
Paramount and Columbia, so that 
production at those studios would 
not be interfered with. 


Producer-IA agreement is natural- 
ly subject to any election of workers 
ordered by the Labor Board. After 
th2 30-day deadline no workers will 
be employed in studios where IA 
claims jurisdiction untess an IA card 
is carried. 

No photogs, outside ASC or IATSE 
membership, will be employed, with 
former getting chief assignments, and 
other lensing work going to IA. 
George Browne insists that over 50% 
of the chief photogs are affiliated 
with Local 659, and claims that John 
Arnold and other ASC leaders asked 
him to take over the organization. 


Reported producer contention is 
that they hold an iron-clad contract 


| Rensselaer is the only city in this | 


section which has kept the Sabbath 
lid on. Troy, a few miles north, has 
|} enjoyed Sunday 
'and Albany, across the river, since 
1932. 


Bangor Sundays Boom 
Bangor, Me., Aug. 15. 


July 23, business has boomed. 
The Sunday shows are bringing 
people in from the hinterlands. 


N. C. Town’s Sunday Also 
Charlotte, N. C., Aug. 15. 

Beginning next Sunday (20) San- 
ford will for the first time in its 
history have Sunday moving pic- 
tures. The board of 
meeting last week granted permis- 
sion to R. P. Rosser, operator of the 
, Sanlee and Temple, to show one pic- 
ture on Sunday at 9:15 p.m. 


= 
= 


Wayne Morris’ next picture under 
‘his Warner contract may be ‘Kit 
| Carson,’ but that isn’t set. Actor 
‘planed back to the Coast over the 
| weekend on the special plane with 
the rest of the Screen Actors Guild 
delegation that attended the AFL 
executive council session in Atlantic 
| City. 

Having just completed ‘The Return 


remain in Hollywood until h. next 
assignment. 


pictures for years, | 


with ASC, but admit they are in 
ignorance if it carries a closed-shop 
clause. Browne emphasized there are 
several first cameramen in IA, and 
they would be ordered not to take 


ithe chief assignment if ASC insisted 


aldermen at a! 


on enforcement of its closed-shop 


covenant. 
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Joe Schenck Chides Those 


Exhibs Who ‘Run to the Govt.’ As 
Being Squawkers and Squealers’ 


Cnarging that ‘there’s a great deal 
of blackmailing in the picture busi- 
ness,’ Joseph M. Schenck last week 
said small exhibitors who ‘run to 
the Government with complaints 
about the major companies are 
squawkers and squealers.’ 


‘That statement will get me in 
trouble,’ the 20th Century-Fox board 
chairman added, ‘but go ahead and 
print it.’ 

Pausing in New York on his way 
back to the Coast after attending a 
luncheon-conference with President 
Roosevelt at Hyde Park, Schenck 
told reporters his views on various 
trade matters, criticized Government 
suits against business, sided with the 
actors in their battle with the stage- 
hands—and got in a few words about 
his studio’s coming releases. 

According to the 20th-Fox execu- 
tive, there is no justification for the 
constant exhibitor agitation against 
the major distributors. ‘The com- 
panies are anxious to adjust all 
grievances amicably and justly,’ he 
declared. ‘We can do business profit- 
ably only if all elements in the in- 
dustry are treated fairly. He ad- 
ded that a recent dispute with Fox- 
West Coast Theatres had recently 
been settled by his company. 

Referring to pending Federal pros- 
ecutions against the majors, Schenck 
asserted that ‘the sooner the Gov- 
ernment stops suing business men} 
the better it will be for everybody.’ | 
He said he hadn’t expressed that | 
opinion to the President at luncheon | 
the previous day, adding ‘However, | 


N.Y. Labor Union 


Endorses Browne 


I’ve done so before, but his ideas on 
the subject don’t conform with mine.” 
Asked if he contemplated hiting one 
of the Roosevelt family, the 20th- 
Fox head remarked, ‘If I could get 
anyone as capable as Jimmy Roose- 
velt I'd hire a couple of ’em, even if 
their name were Jones.’ 
Denies Any Film Monopoly 


Producer returned to the subject 
of Government suits to deny that 
there is a monopoly in the film in- 
dustry. ‘Anybody who produces a 
good picture can always find an out- 
let for it,’ he stated. ‘The studios 
couldn't prevent it if they wanted to. 
Anyway, creative ability is the 
pulse-beat of the industry. We need 
it, want it and try to encourage it. 

‘Independents who run to the 
Government with complaints are just 
squawkers and squealers. They hope 
that by getting a receptive ear in 
Washington they can obtain a busi- 
ness advantage. The same thing is 
true of minority stockholders who 
bring suits to gain more than their 
just rights. They hope that their 
nuisance value will force the major 
companies to offer concessions.’ 

The executive defended the prac- 
tice of block-booking, asserting it is 
the only way the picture industry 
can be run. ‘Exhibitors must work 
in advance on a weekly schedule,’ 
he explained, ‘and the only way they 
can do it is to buy product ahead.’ 
Regarding a cancellation clause, he 
said, ‘I wouldn’t give ’em 1%. A 
man buys what he wants, in this 
business as in any other. If he 
‘doesn’t want a picture he doesn’t 
have to buy it.’ 

20th Would Sell Its Theatres 

Schenck ‘doesn’t fear’ theatre- 
divorcement legislation, he said. ‘If 
it comes, 20th Century-Fox will sell 
its theatres,” he predicted. ‘The 
company would profit if we did. 
Some of the other major companies 
would lose by it, so I’m opposed to 
such legislation, but I don’t fear it,” 
he added. 


On AFA Charter 


Approval of the recent action of 
George E. Browne, International Al- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Employees | 
president, in issuing a charter to the 
American Federation of Actors, was | 
voted Monday (14) by 55 New York | 
State local branches of the union at| 
their annual convention at the Com- 
modore hotel, N. Y. 

Move, which was claimed by the! 
heads as disproving rumors 
that the organization’s rank and file | 


are dissatisfied with Browne’s leader- | 
ship, heard a series of attacks on the 
Associated Actors and Artistes of| 
America and its affiliate, the Screen | 


Understood a squeeze play was} Actors Guild. Union leaders charged | 
considered by IA, making it impos-| that the Four A’s revocation of the | 


Since throwing local film theatres | ciple for ASC photogs to take local | 
open on Sunday for the first time | assignment outside of studios unless 


they came into the fold. 
they were permitted to go into IA 


Heretofore| AFA executive-secretary, had 


AFA charter had ‘cast adrift 12,000 | 
actors,’ and that Ralph Whitehead, | 
been 
ousted on ‘trumped-up charges.’ 


jurisdiction for work, but Browne | tichard F. Walsh. IATSE vice- 
would demand this be stopped in | president, criticised the Four A’s for 
order to protect jobs for IA camera- | bringing up police records of IATSE 
men. lofficials while leading actors ’mak-| 


Wage hours working conditions of | ing $1,000 a day tried to chisel a little 


all IA locals will be negotiated in the | of the duty they owed the govern- 
East at a producer-labor studio basic! ment by smuggling in jewelry.’ He 
agreement conference when deal also assailed the performer union fer 
will also be closed with carpenters, | in ting on an immediate decision 
|teamsters, electricians and musicians.|from the AFL executive council in 
First meeting probably called this, the Four A’s-IATSE dispute. 


week in a move to stop USTG, which 


James J. Brennan, another v.p., re- 


the AFL tops construe as a spearhead | vived charges, which have been de- 


drive for CIO. 
The Crafts 
Crafts in the closed-shop pact com- 
prise electricians, grips, gaffers, la- 
borers, property men, nurserymen, 
studio projectionists, sound techni- 
cians, laboratory workers, costumers, 


| 


| Coast rival of the IATSE. ‘If they’re | 


nied, that Robert Montgomery and | 
Harry Bridges, CIO official, financed | 
the United Studio Technicians Guild, | 


going to give us a couple of head-| 


laches, we're going to give them a| 


few, he said. | 
The union also voted to begin or-| 


|reason to strike. 


As president of the Producers’ 
Assn., Schenck was questioned at 
length about the studios’ pending 
agreement with the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees. He was also sounded on his 
views on the threatened strike by 
the Screen Actors Guild in retali- 
ation against possible jurisdictional 
invasion by the stagehands. 

‘There is no possibility of a strike,’ 
he said. ‘You can characterize it as 
bunk. The Screen Actors Guild has 


a 10-year contract with us. That 
contract has a no-strike clause and 
it still has eight years to run. The 
Guild isn’t a union; it’s a corpora- 
tion. If the actors were to break 


their contract by striking, we’d sue 
them as a corporation and as indi- 
viduals. 
‘Much Ado’ 

there’s not a chance of a 
Why should the actors want 
to strike against us? They have no 
Anyway, they’re 
artists, not laborers. They want to 
consider themselves union people. 
Actors love excitement; they can get 
on a chartered plane, fly across the 
country and get a lot of publicity, 
but it’s not the kind of publicity 
that'll help at the boxoffice. The 
whole thing is a much ado about 


‘But 
strike. 


nothing 

‘Of. course, oyr sympathies are 
with the actors in their present dis- 
pute with the IATSE,’ he explained. 
‘There was no reason for Browne 
(George E. Browne, IATSE presi- 
dent) to give a franchise to Sophie 
Tucker’s organization. I don’t see 
why he did it.’ 

Schenck denied that the pending 
agreement between the studios and 
the IATSE was final. ‘It’s only a 


makeup artists, hair stylists and all) ganizing summer theatres, a move) tentative accord,’ he said. He added 


others affiliated with IA 


before |that had been predicted some time| that the pact covers working con- 


‘Browne withdrew from the basic /pefore. The.attempt wiil be made by | ditions, but not wages. Nothing has 


| 
| 
| 


| agreement. 


return to their ezreement and a cam- 
(Continued on page 16) 


of Dr. Rex’ for Warners, Morris will | iToned out, Browne and the IA will | to use three additional men, at $100 a 


week each, when the shows reach 


New York. 


forcing managers to hire union crews| been put in writing, he explained, 
When details of the contract are! for all tryouts on penalty of having 


but that would be done after he re- 
turned to the Coast. 
Although ‘I have given my word’ 
(Continued on page 10) 
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Hays Says New Films 
Best Justification 
For Film Anniversary 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Films 50th anniversary, to be cele- 
tiated this autumn, will revolve’ 
chiefly around concerted effort of | 
producers to improve the entertain- | 
xoent and artistic qualities of pic- 
tures. In a statement directing at-. 
tention to the anniversary, Will H.: 
Hays appends a list of outstanding 
yew season’s films as indicative of 
the progress of picture making. 

Occasion for the celebration is that | 
half a century has passed since | 
Thomas A. Edison invented the Kin- | 
etiscope, which made photographs 
move. Hays declares that the signifi- | 
cance of the celebration, which will 
be localized in theatres, is that cre- 
ative talent has made notable use of 
the mechanical invention, until the 
art-industry of films today exerts 
world-wide infiuence. He said: 

‘This period of the motion picture 
anniversary marks the emergence of 
the screen as an increasingly signifi- 
cant social as well as entertainment 
force. This came from the technical 
development of the industry and the 
growth of the art. New fields of ex- 
pression were opened to the pictures 
when the screen acquired a voice. 
For the first time literature and mu- 
sic became the true handmaidens of 
the art. The new pictures that will 
soon make the rounds of the theatres 
do not mark the closing of a period 
but the beginning of a new and 
greater era of universal entertain- | 
ment.’ 

In his descriptions of some of the | 
new films, Hays resorted to the coin- | 
age of apt catch-lines, setting the 
pace for some of the boys in the pub- 
jicity departments. He terms ‘An- 
ether Thin Man’ (M-G) as ‘further 
adventures of this popular detective 
and his delightful wife.’ ‘Disputed 
Passage’ (Par) is declared, ‘A human 
interest melodrama in which science 
nnd love combine to win a victory 
neither could win alone.’ Other 
snappy lines are: 

‘Golden Boy’ (Col), ‘A screen ver- 
sion of the successful drama of the 
boy fighter who had dynamite in his 
fists, but music in his soul.’ 

Deanna Durbin in ‘First Love’ (U), | 


"This talented young star demon- 
sirates that ambition, courage, labor 
and talent can build the steps to mu- 
wic’s hall of fame.’ 

‘Mr. Smith Goes to Washington’ 
(Col), ‘A young, middle westerner 
with American ideals lights the lamp 


| thousands of theatres, 
' of demonstration which springs from the hearts of 


SHOWMANSHI 


By John C. Flinn 


There is sentiment, and there is sound show business, 
in the suggestion, now taking form, to celebrate within 
the industry an ‘appreciation week’ for Universal Pic- 
tures. On the sentimental side the Universal trade- 
mark has been a fixture for 27 vears on the screens of 
It is good business and the kind 


showmen, for the industry to evaluate the greatly 
strengthened position of the company under its present 
management, 


Just what form of celebration the ‘appreciation 


| week’ will take is quite undecided at the present time. 


There will be some luncheon speech-making, tele- 
grams of congratulation to Nate Blumberg, president; 
Bill Scully, chief of distribution; Cliff Work, produc- 
tion head; Joe Seidelman, foreign head; J. Cheever 
Cowdin, moneyman in the firm, and Matty Fox, vice- 
president. The significant feature of the idea is the 
recognition of the fact that Universal is pushing ahead 
rapidly with a steady supply of greatly improved 
product for theatres. Buried away at the bottom of 


| the scheme, no doubt, is the thought that the wider 
| playing time the films are given by exhibitors, the 


better future pictures will be. 


When Blumberg and Work took over Universal 
operations there were many expressions of confidence 
that the team, drafted from the exhibition field, would 
bring to the enterprise a fresh viewpoint in production. 
From the Hollywood angle, their ability to handle a 
studio was viewed with some eyebrow lifting in cer- 
tain quarters. It was one thing to exhibit films al- 
ready made; something else again to make them. With 
a few outstanding exceptions (Deanna Durbin, and 
Henry Koster-Joseph Pasternack, for instance) the 
entire studio staff required rebuilding, almost from 
scratch. Blumberg and Work had very fixed convic- 
tions on what had to be done and how to do it. Oper- 
ating a big plant and assembling an organization were 
carried on simultaneously. The going was tough, but 
the job was carried through, and now Universal sees 
daylight ahead. 

Bill Scully says, ‘From the first, what we have been 
driving for are attractions that have something which 
exhibitors can put up on the marquees of theatres.’ 
In specific terms, that is the exhibitor viewpoint in 
production. 

New management has given less thought to what is 
going on in competing Hollywood studios than, per- 
haps, any other producers on the west coast. Holding 
strictly to the policy of product that possessed exhibi- 
tion values, in titles or star names, Work and his asso- 
ciates have fought shy of any attempts to experiment 


with social and political themes. They decided to stick 
to entertainment, and so far have not deviated from 


that track, 
$500,000 FOUND MONEY 


Showmanship also has been dramatized in the sales 
organization by Scully, who transferred to Universal 
after a long term with Metro's distributing organiza- 
tion. One of his department's first and most success- 
ful moves was to resurrect ‘Dracula’ and ‘Franken- 
stein,’ tie them together as the ‘horror twins,’ and col- 
lect some ready cash from several thousand theatres 
which had been converted to dual showings since the 
release, several years before, of the curdlers, Film 
rentals on the shiver duet exceeded $500,000. It was 
found money. 

The exhibitors’ viewpoint in Universal management 
did not originate with Blumberg and Work. When 
Carl Laemmle and R. H. Cochrane, in 1912, organized 
Universal with P. A. Powers, Charles Bauman, David 
Horsley and W. H. Swanson, all the principals were 
practical theatre and exchange men. Laemmle six 
vears earlier had built and operated a theatre in Chi- 
cago. ‘Uncle Carl’ always regarded the picture biz in 
terms of 24-sheet posters, timely melodrama and family 
attendance, 


How far New Universal has come along may be, 


measured by the advertising values in the first 10 films 
ready for the start of the new season next month, 
*When Tomorrow Comes’ reunites John Stahl, director, 
and Irene Dunne, whose former successes were ‘Back 
Street’ and ‘Magnificent Obsession.’ New film also has 
Charles Boyer as co-star, re-establishing the player 
combination in ‘Love Affair.’ 

Deanna Durbin appears in ‘First Love,’ Jackie 
Cooper and Freddie Bartholomew in ‘Two Bright Boys’ 
and Basil Rathbone, Boris Karloff, Nan Grey, Barbara 
O'Neil and George Sanders in ‘Tower of London.’ 
Other name and title combinations are Douglas Fair- 
banks, Jr., and Joan Bennett in ‘Green Hell,’ James 
Stewart, Marlene Dietrich and Mischa Auer in ‘Destry 
Rides Again,’ Sir Cedric Hardwicke in ‘The Invisible 
Man Returns,’ and W. C. Fields and Mae West as co- 
stars, 

Changes in the relative positions of the Hollywood 
studios register quickly in the film business, where the 
eyes of thousands of boxoffices are watching intently 
for output that can attract and please the. public. More 
liberal cancellation privileges under the new code of- 
fers inducement for better productions which will be 
able to get playing time heretofore denied in many 
closed situations. It appears that Universal is ready 
to grasp new opportunities, 


Don’t Scare Easy 


Bridgeport, Aug. 15. 
Manager Howard W. Pettin- 
gill, Warner, newspaper-dared 


Heifetz File Has Em 
Whistling in St. Louis 


‘Ooomph’ Contest 
Dallas, Aug. 15. 


You don’t have to believe it, 
but now they've defined Ooomph. 


of truth and finds his way around the 
nation’s capital.’ | 

‘Ninotchka’ (M-G), ‘Mirroring a | 
charming Russian woman’s experi- 
ences with jewels and a grand duch- 
ess in which Miss Garbo leaves her 


phisticated light comedy.’ 


‘On Your Toes’ (WB), ‘A satire on | 


ihe Russian ballet.’ 


PAD AND PENCIL BOYS 
DIZZY WITH ‘02’ AD 


Advertising statisticians are hav- 
ing a field day compiling circulation 
totals of newspapers, national maga- 
zine and Sunday colored supple- 
ment display layouts which will 
break with the national release of 
*The Wizard of Oz’ (MG). 

Unusual feature of the campaign 
will be a colored strip type of dis- 
play which will be placed in Sun- 
day newspaper comic sections, with 
total one-day circulation of 13,721,- 
764. Magazine space of full pages, 
also in color, has been taken in most 
of the larger publications, with total 
circulation of 24,429,705. Other fig- 
ures on the lists include fan maga- 
zines, 4,644,808; juvenile publica- 
tions, 1.046.091, and farm magazines, 
7,995,138. Daily newspapers on the 
schedule have total circulation of 
13,454,318. 
to ‘Oz,’ reaches 26,621,029. 

When it is all added up, the total 
js 91,912,853. 

Half a dozen pre-release show- 
ings of ‘Oz’ will take place in key 
centers, Mickey Rooney and Judy 
Garland will appear at the Capitol 
(NY) opening tomorrow. 


|has an auto cruising the loop and 


neighborhood sections inviting any- | 
body to signal it for a free ride to the | 


‘Lion’s Roar’ copy, given | 


‘most fearless’ Bridgeport woman 
to sit through midnight screen- 
ing of ‘Island of Lost Men’ alone 
except for projectionists, and 
backed up dare with $5. 

More than 200 were willing. 


COMPETITION TOUGH, 
AUTOS DIG UP BIZ 


Minneapolis, Aug. 15. 
Following the lead of the St. Louis 
Park theatre, which transports its 
patrons from its parking lot to the 
entrance in one of the new Crosley 


| miniature autos, other theatres now | 
usual intense dramatic roles for so- 


are offering to provide motor trans- 
portation for prospective patrons. 
With business off, it seems to be a 
case of going out and getting cus- 
tomers. 
Gordon Greene of the Minnesota 


theatre. 


| Abe Kaplan, owner of three Twin 


City neighborhood houses, has a 


standing offer to send an auto for | 


people residing within two miles of 
the theatres and desiring to patronize 
them. 


Ball Players Relay 


Spartanburg, S.C., Aug. 15. 

Carolina theatre had 1939 junior 
American Legion baseball team as 
guests during heat of state playoffs, 

introducing them from stage. Team 
won 1937 national title, whipping 
Los Angeles, and tied for 1938 na- 
tional crown. Draws 15,000 to 20,000 
some local games. House gesture 
went over big as good will stunt, due 
to thousands of friends the young- 
sters have. 

State, playing ‘Frontier Marshal,’ 
tied up local evening paper as co- 
sponsor for western vernacular dia- 
logue promotion, reaping publicity 
with art four successive days prior 
to opening. House furnished three 
cash prizes and 25 ducats. 


In Carolina Theatre 


St. Louis, Aug. 15. 

To make this burg music conscious 
was the objective attained by Man- 
| ager ‘Chick’ Evens and Jimmy Har- 
his, p.a. at Loew's, and Bernie Evens, 
UA exploiteer, who teamed up to 
put over ‘They Shall Have Music,’ 
| starring Jascha Heifetz. Lucky break 
|enabled Evens to crash the maga- 
| zine section of the hard boiled Post- 

Dispatch, the day before opening. It 
came about in this way: A local 
| Story similar to the plot of ‘They 
| Shall Have Music’ was unearthed 
; when Miss Edna Lieber, director of 
'the Community Music Schools, an 
| organization that encourages kiddies 
| to take up music, visited Evens, told 
| of seeing the pic in New York and 
| how strikingly familiar it was to the 
local undertaking. 

Space used, including three photos 
of kiddie tooters, measured four col- 
umns wide and 14 inches deep. The 
lists of season subscribers of the St. 
| Louis Grand Opera Co. and the St. 
| Louis Svmphony Society were ob- 
| tained by Evens for mailing special 
| announcements. These lists are 
rarely used for this purpose, but an 
argument won the 


| unanswerable 
| day. 

| In addition to co-op ads with two 
| large department stores, the exploit- 
eers copped a full window for a 
‘Music’ display from one_ store. 
Heifetz recordings were featured on 
radio programs over KSD_ and 
KXOK before opening. Reprints of 


| a Deems Taylor story on Heifetz 
| that also was used in the Post-Dis- 
| patch were sent to every music 


| teacher in town. Aeolian Co, kicked 
| in by sending 5.000 ‘Music’ inserts in 
| its local mail. Victor record dealers 
Vielded window and counter space 
for theatre and pic copy. 

Final wallop to the campaign, 
after months of moderate activity by 
this theatre, was the planting of 
special theatre and pic copy on the 
bulletin boards in 125 local music 
| schools, 


‘Underpup’ Comes Out 


Hollywod, Aug. 15. 

World premiere of Universal’s 
‘The Underpup’ is slated for Aug. 24 
in Scranton, Pa, home of Gloria 
Jean, 11-year-old singing star. 

Moppet leaves Friday (18) for a 
personal appearance, including the 
preem and N. Y. World’s Fair. 


It’s ‘that undefinable quality or 
essence peculiarly inherent in 
some women which involuntarily 
attracts man’s admiring atten- 
tion, excites the envy of less for- 
tunate women, swells boxoffice 
receipts and keeps the divorce 
mills grinding, but adds immeas- 
urably to the piquancy, zip and 
zest of this business called liy- 
ing.’ 

Anyway, that definition won 
Paul Simpson, Denton, Texas, 
first prize in a contest staged by 
Palace (Interstate) here and 
Dispatch-Journal during showing 
of ‘Winter Carnival’ (U.A.). 


‘OZ’ TESTS B.0. SPIRIT 


OF SPIRIT LAKE, IA. 


‘Wizard of Oz’ is being given a 
midwest preem tomorrow (17) 
Spirit Lake, Iowa, a resort town. day- 
and-date with picture’s opening at 
the Capitol, N. Y. A small town, be- 
ing only 1,700 in population, Spirit 
Lake reaction is looked to with the 
thought that it will serve as a key 
to ‘Oz’s’ possibilities in the entire 
middle west. 

Harold D. Field, president fo the 
Pioneer circuit, which operates in 
Spirit Lake, has decided that if the 
‘Oz’ premiere there goes over right, 


he will seek an outstanding picture | 
for similar treatment every summer. | 


Newspapermen, critics and editors 


have been invited to the opening 


tomorrow (Thurs.) and H. W. Lam- | 
bert of the Metro exploitation de- | 


partment is in the Iowa burg work- 
ing on the ‘Oz’ engagement there. 


Twins Twist For 


‘Tron Mask’ Bally. 


Milwaukee, Aug. 15. 


Harry (Mac) Donald, manager of 
the Warner here, used an oldie for a 
publicity gag. Some 69 pairs of twins 
turned up Friday afternoon (11) for 
guest tickets to ‘Man in the Iron 
Mask’ and a picture of themselves in 
the newspapers. 

Identical twin stunt had a new 
twist with relation to the twin kings 
of Alexandre Dumas’ novel from 
which the film was made. 


at | 


+ 

‘Star Maker’ Ties With 

Olds and Name Bands 
For Musical Buildup 


In exploiting Bing Crosby's forth. 
coming musical attraction, ‘The 
Star Maker,’ Paramount has ar- 
ranged national exploitation tie-ups 
which will give the picture coverage 
in cities throughout the couniry. 

Arrangements have been com- 
‘pleted with Oldsmobile whereby 
| that company will build a campaign 
; around Crosby and Linda Ware, 14- 
‘year-old singing star of the picture, 
tying up the song ‘In My Merry 
Oldsmobile’ which is featured in 
‘The Star Maker.’ The Oldsmobile 
campaign opens with a double-truck, 
four-color ad in the August 26 issue 
of the Saturday Evening Post, and 
carries on through the run of ‘The 
Star Maker’ with cooperation of 
Oldsmobile dealers in the country. 
Thousands of Decca records contain- 
ing Bing Crosby's modernized ver- 
sion of ‘In My Merry Oldsmobile’ 
will be distributed as part of the 
campaign. 

Outstanding singers and orches- 
tras are recording the new tunes 
in ‘The Star Maker’ for leading rec- 
ord companies, Crosby has recorded 
four tunes for Decca with Connie 
Boswell assisting on the song ‘An 
Apple for the Teacher.’ Larry Clin- 
ton will make records for Victor; 
Charlie Barnett for Bluebird; Bob 
Crosby for Decca; Eddie Duchin for 
Brunswick; Horace Heidt for Vo- 
calion, and Del Couriney for Vo- 
calion, 

Other records will be made by 
Tommy Dorsey, Artie Shaw, Jimmie 
Dorsey, Kay Kyser, Al Donahue and 
Guy Lombardo, 


AFTER 12 YEARS HIATUS 
REVIVES BEAUTY TEST 


15. 


Hartford, Aug 

Credit for one of the slickest and 
cheapest promotion stunts pulled by 
a local thentre manager in several 
years goes to Paul Binstock, manager 
of the Lyric (WB). Binstock has con- 
cluded a bathing beauty contest that 
cost $12 over a five-weeks’ period, 
with the exception of a stagehanad’s 
and pianist’s salaries, 

It was the first bathing beauty con- 
test in town in 12 years and, although 
slow in getting underway, drew con- 
siderable attention and space from 
the local papers, the Courant and 
Times, with the latter going in for 
picture spreads in a big way. Con- 
test had two winners, Martha Norige 
and Dorothy Bouchard, both of Hart- 
ford, 

Binstock enlisted the aid of a local 
| grocery concern to sponsor the con- 
| test. After the ball started rolling, 
; he secured the co-operation of other 
| mercantile firms, who supplied prizes 
| and expense money. Asa result, nut 
for the entire contest was kept at a 
minimum. 


— Orphan Off 
| To Visit Linda Ware 


Boston, Aug. 15 
| Publicity stunt which carried 
yards of newspaper space in the 
| Boston Evening American has 
pointed up interest in showing of 
‘The Star Maker’ (Par). Harry 
| Browning, director of publicity for 
M. & P. theatres is taking a bow. 
Idea carries human interest and 


started with publication of a letter 
from Linda Ware, in Hollywood, 
| asking for information about a Bos- 
|ton girl named ‘Eileen.’ Letter 
| stated that latter, an orphan, had 
written congratulating the Para- 
mount player on her success in films. 
Miss Ware also is an orphan. 

Browning and the American 
started on the hunt to locaie 
‘Eileen,’ offering inducements for in- 
formation. Miss Ware telegraphed 
from Hollywood that she would like 
to have the stranger visit her at the 
Coast as her guest. 

Letter writer finally was found. 
She is Eileen Parker, 13, ward of 
the child welfare department, and 
| lives in one of the city institutions, 
| She’s off to the Coast this week. 


| 
| | 
| 
| | | 
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GROSSES 


Bergere Unit Ups ‘Career’ in Chi 
To $20,000; ‘Lady Tropics’ S.A. 
Lure, $18,000, ‘Tron Mask’ $9,500 2d 


Chicago, Aug. 15. 
With the Palace reopened, the 
loop is once more rolling along with 
its full quota of theatres. Business 
generally ts strictly on the upgrade, 
indicating a solid under- 


rosses 
cous: Receipts are the results of 
the strength of the individual pic- 


and any weakness means a 
erade b.o. quality of the in- 
picture rather than any 
fault of general conditions. 

Plenty of power downtown cur- 
rently, with the marquees flashing 
such lures as ‘Stanley’ ‘Lady of the 
Tropics. ‘Iron Mask,’ ‘Chips,’ ‘Each 
Dawn I Die’ and the stage attraction 
of ‘Folies Bergere’ which serves as 
the meat for the Palace relighting. 

‘Adults Only’ tag is slapped on the 
Tavlor-LaMarr piece at the United 
Attists. which is okay for business 
since the house itself plays to a 
minimum of kid trade. In the nabes, 
however, this adult ruling may hold 
back the take. 

‘Chips’ continues to do remark- 
ably well and now in its eighth | 
week with plenty more time yet in 
sight. Will go into September easily 
at the current gallop. 


tures, 
low 
dividual 


Fstimates for This Week 
Apolo (B.&K.) (1,200; 35-55-65 - 
75)-—‘Chips’ (M-G) (8th week). Hit 


it of to a smashing $6,100 last week 
and will hold to better than $5,500 
again currently; one of the truly top 
ranking pictures of the season. 


Chicage (B.&K.) (4,000; 35-55-75) 
-—Stanlev’ (20th) and Gene Krupa 
orchestra stage. Bang-up  ses- 


sion in the offing and indicates the 
comeback of this house; smacking 
$46,000, excellent. Holds over. Last 
week another nifty coin winner at} 
$39,000 for ‘Each Dawn’ CWB). 
Garrick (B.&K.) (900; 35-55-65 )— 
‘Each Dawn’ (WB). Shifted here 
following big Chicago week and will 
garner healthy $6,500. Last week 


+ 


lures in many 


‘Hardy Spring Fever’ (M-G) in third 
loop stanza snagged fine $5,800. 


Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 25-40)— 
*‘Naughtv’ (WB) and ‘Sun Never | 
Sets’ (U) vaude. House is) 


steadving to regular profits, and cur- | 
rently will pace 
Last week ‘Girl Gambler’ (Col) and} 
‘Lincoln’ ¢20th) turned in good $13,- 


500 

Palace (2.500: 35-55-65-75) 
— Career’ «RKO) and ‘Folies Ber- 
gere’ unit on stage. Stage has the 
big billing. with show sticking two 
weeks and flicker to be changed 
after single session. On reopening 
hopping to neat $20,000. 

Roosevelt (B.&K.) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Iron Mask’ (UA) (2d week). 
Picture got away to fine start last 
week at $14,000, better than had been 
indicated. Currently will manage 
okay $9.500 for holdover. 

State-Lake (B.&K.) (2,700; 25-40)— 
*Stronger Desire’ (M-G) and vaude, 
Combination volicy house running 
along to good $13,500 currently. Last 
week ‘Tell No Tales’ (M-G) plus A. 
B. Marcus unit on stage snagged ex- 
cellent $16.000. best house has seen 
under new policy. 

United Artists (B.&K.-M-G) (1,- 
700: 35-55-65-75)—‘Ladv of Tropics 
(M-G). Opened on Saturday (12) 
and looks for plenty of femme play 
on the ‘adults onlv’ label and the 
general s. a. of the lead team. Indi- 
cates hefty $18,000 for the getaway. 


(RKO) 


saver for this house with maybe bet- ! 


ter than $4,000, very good. Last } 
week’s repeat of ‘Winter Carnival’ 
(UA) and ‘Girl Gambler’ (RKO) 


faded to poor $1,500. 

Cinema de Paris 
(600; 25-50)—‘Ultimatum’ (2d wk). 
Looks like $800, good enough, after 
fair $1,000 last week. 


St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300: 23- | 


34)—Werther’ 
Good enough $2.800. Last 
‘Joie d’Echecs’ and ‘Un de la Mon- 
tagne,’ $2,500, sa 500, satisfactory. 


BUFF. 
BIG $10,000 


Buffalo, Aug. 15, 
With probably the strongest feat- 
summers 
concurrently or successively, 
town is demonstrating again that the 


public will buy good pictures despite ; 


seasonal drawbacks. Even torrid tem- 
peratures are failing to discourage 
paying customers. 

This week's 
and ‘Four Feathers’ a 


are leading 


heavy upswing which started with | 
and Sammy Kaye | 
to smash takings at the Buffalo last | 


‘Bachelor Mother’ 


week. ‘Hardy's Spring Fever’ also 
looks like sweet second-run at the 
Hipp. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffale (Shea) 
‘Mr. Chips’ (M-G). 


| licized on all sides and getting pow- 


to warm $14,500. | 


Last week, ‘Borrowed Time’ (M-G), | 
took good $11,000 for its single | 
Stanza. 


Mont’l B.O. Tops Heat; 
‘Mother’ Forte $6,000 


Montreal, Aug. 15. 
‘Goodbye Mr. Chips’ is still run- 
ning for nice money in its fourth | 


week at Loew's. 
ing town with ‘Bachelor Mother,’ 


| 


The Palace is lead- | 
and | 


the Orpheum is pointing to good take 


on ‘Four Feathers. 


All in all. 


Last week, ‘Bachelor 
and Sammy Kaye’s 


erful $21,000. 
| Mother’ (RKO) 
orch, high $22,500. 

20th-Century (Basil-Dipson) (3.000: 
15-25)—‘Wong in Chinatown’ (Mono) 
and ‘Exile Express’ (GN). 
some improvement, but probably un- 
der $3,500. Last week, ‘Hurricane’ 


(UA) on repeat and ‘Boy’s Reforma- | 


tory’ (Mono), slow $3,000. 


Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50)— | 


‘Feathers’ (UA). Looks set to nab a 


nifty $10,000. Last week, ‘Each Dawn’ 


(WB), excellent $9,500. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-35 )»—‘Hardy 
Fever’ (M-G) (2d run). Looks good 
for neat $6,500. Last week, ‘Frontier 
Marshal’ (20th) and ‘Jones Family’ 
(20th), routine $4,500. 


Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300: 25-35) 


—‘Coast Guard’ (Col) and ‘Woman 
Judge’ (Col). Pointing to fairish 
$5.600. Last week, ‘Stole Million 


(U) and ‘Asked for It’ «U), not much 


to brag about at $5,300. 


‘Citizen’ Nice $6,800 — 
In Lukewarm Denver 


Denver, Aug. 15. 
sensational in first- 
run biz. ‘Each Dawn I Die.’ at Den- 
ver, and ‘Bachelor Mother’ and ‘They 
All Come Out,’ at Orpheum, are run- 
ning close race for lead. 

Weather is perfect, which explains 
somewhat the offish pic b.o. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40 )—‘Sec- 
ond Fiddle’ (20th), after a week at 
the Denver. Fair $3.500. Last week 


With nothing 


‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB), after 
a week at Denver, good $4.000. 
Broadway (Fox) (1,024; 25-40)— 
‘Mr. Chips’ (M-G), after week at Or- 
pheum. Very good $3,500. Last 
week ‘Borrowed Time’ (M-G) and 
‘Girl Gambler’ (RKO), after week at 
| Orpheum, fair, $2,500. 


biz is a little better than | 


last week despite terrible heat over | 


weekend. 
Esftimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55 )— | 
‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO). Sighting 
for at least $6,000, nice. Last week, 
“Hardy Fever’ (M-G), 
than expected at $5,500, good enough. 

Capitol (CT) (2.700; 25-45-55)— 
*Miracles Sale’ 
Money’ (WB). ter 
$4.000. poor. Last week, ‘Stolen Life’ 
(Par) and ‘Grand Jury Secrets 
(Par), poor $3,800. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 30-40-60 )—‘Mr. 
Chips’ (M-G). 
mine still going strong in a fourth 
week and sure to gross $5,000. very 
good, after nice $6,000 last week. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 
‘Frontier Marshal’ (20th) and ‘News 
Night’ (20th). Looks like $3,000, fair. 
Last week, ‘Magnificent Fraud’ (Par) 


and ‘Million Dollar Legs’ (Par), mid- 
dling $2,500, 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
(UA). 


‘Feathers’ Looks like a life- 


(M-G) and ‘Love or | 
Not likely to better | 


a little better | 


} 


| 


| 
| 


Montreal’s only gold | 


Denham (Cockrill) (1.750; 25-35- 
40)—‘Leading Citizen’ (Par). Good 
| $6,800 Last week ‘Magnificent 
| Fraud’ (Par) and ‘Night Work’ 
(Par), four days each, poor $4.000. 
Denver (Fox) (2.525: 25-35-40) 
‘Each Dawn’ (WB). Good $9,000 
Last week ‘Second Fiddle’ (20th ), 

good $9,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2.600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO) and ‘All 
Come Out’ (M-G). Good $9,000. 
Last week ‘Saint London’ (RKO) 
| and ‘Folies Bergere’ on stage, huge 
$22,500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2.200; 25-40)— 
‘Frontier Marshal’ (20th) and ‘Mr. 
'Moto’ (20th). Nice $4,500. Last 
week ‘Unexpected Father’ (U) and 
‘Parents Trial’ (Col), good $4.000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878: 25-40 )-—‘Daugh- 


ters Courageous’ (WB), after a week 
at each the Denver and Aladdin, and 
‘News Made Night’ (20th). Good 
$2.000. Last week ‘Star Born’ (UA) 
and ‘Tom Sawyer’ (M-G) (reissues). 
after week at Aladdin. average 
$1,706. 


(France-Film) | 


and ‘Avion de Minut’, | 
week, | 


playing either : 
this | 


‘Goodbye. Mr. Chips’ | 


(3,500; 30-35-55)— | 
Heavily pub- 


First Runs on Broadway 


(‘Subject to Change) 


Week of Aug. 17 

Astor—‘Goodbye, Mr. 
(M-G) (14th wk.). 

Capitol—‘ Wizard of Oz’ (M-G). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Criterion—‘Island of Lost Men’ 
(Par) (16). 

Globe—‘Behind Prison 
(Col) (19). 

Music Hail—‘In Name Only’ 
(RAO) (3d wk). 


Chips’ 


Gates’ 


j Palace — ‘Way Down South’ 

| (RKO) (16). 

Parameunt—‘Beau Geste’ 

| (Par) (3d wk.). 

Rialto—‘Exiie Express’ (GN) 
(15). 

i Rivoli — ‘When Tomorrow 
Comes’ (U) (16). 


i (Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Roxy—‘Stanley and _  Living- 
stone’ (20th) (3d wk). 


Strand—Old Maid’ (WB) (2d 
wk.). 
Week of Aug. 24 
Astor—‘Goodbye Mr. Chips’ 


(M-G) (15th wk.). 

Capitol—‘Wizard of Oz’ (M-G) 
(2d wk.). 

Globe—‘Parents on Trial’ (Col) 
(26). 

Music 
(RKO). 
Paramount—‘Our Leading Citi- 
zen’ (Par) (23). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Aug. 2) 

Rialto — ‘Conspiracy’ (RKO) 
(22). 

Rivoli— ‘When Tomorrow 
Comes’ (U) (2d wk.). 

Roxy — ‘Hotei for 
(20th) (25). 

(Reviewed in Vartety, Aug. 2) 

Strand—‘Old Maid’ (WB) (3d 
wk.). 


Hall—‘Fifth Ave. Girl 


Women’ 


TWO 


Showing | 


Boston, Aug. 15. 
| ‘Stanley and Livingstone,’ on dual 
with ‘Four Feathers’ taking good coin 


Strike of front house employees at 


‘downtown M. & P. houses is no help | 
where Local B-4 of | 


at these stands, 
the IATSE is seeking recognition. 
RKO and Loew’s signed with this 
union about a year ago. 


Estimates for This Week 


Boston 
‘Juarez’ 
the Kid’ 
four days; 
(WB) and ‘Parents on Trial’ 
(both 2d run), dual, three days. Aim- 
ing at $4,000, fair. Last week, ae. 
(Mono) (Ist run) and ‘Streets N. 

| (Mono) (2d run), dual, four Ba 
and ‘Lincoln’ (20th) and ‘Boy Friend’ 
(20th) (both 3rd run), dual, three 
days, medium $4,100. Vaude comes 


(WB) (3d run) and ‘Mickey 
(Rep) (st run), double, 


(Col) 


back here soon, three days weekly, | 


same as last season, but date not set 
yet. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332: 25-35-40-55) 
‘Each Dawn’ (WB) (2d run-3d wk 
in town) and ‘Cowboy Quarterback’ 
(lst run), dual. N.s.h. $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Indianapolis’ (WB) and 
‘Waterfront’ (WB), poor $4,000. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2.907: 25- 
35-40-55) — ‘Livingstone’ (20th) and 
‘Jones Family’ (20th), dual. Getting 
big coin, $18,500, and will hold at 
least One more stanza. Last week. 
3achelor Mother’ (RKO) (2d wk) 
and ‘Ex-Champ’ (U) (1st wk), dandy 


$13.500. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367: 25-35- 
40-55)—‘Hotel Women’ (20th) and 
‘Moto Vacation’ (20th), double. Very 
disappointing. around $12,000. Last 
week, ‘Each Dawn’ (WB) and ‘Night 
Work’ (Par) (2d wk), double, sluffed 


to 311,000 


Orpheum (Loew) (2,900: 25-35-40- 


55'—‘Feathers’ (UA) and ‘Woman 
Judge’ (Col) In the groove for 
pleasing $16,000. Last week, ‘Hardy 
Fever’ (M-G) and ‘All Come Out’ 
(M-G). double, second week, okay 
$13.500. 


Paramount (M&P) (1,797: 25-35-40- 
55)—Each Dawn’ (WB) (2d run) and 
‘Cowboy Quarterback’ (WB) (lst 
run), dual. Tenid $6,000 indicated. 
Last week. ‘Indianapolis’ (WB) and 
‘Waterfront’ (WB), dual, $6.000, so-so. 

Scollay (M&P) (2.538: 25-35-40-50) 

‘Hell’s Kitchen’ (WB) and ‘Indian- 
apolis’ (WB) (both 2d run), double. 
Around $4.000. okay. week. 
‘Second Fiddle’ (20th) (2d run) and 
‘Zero Hour’ (Rep) (1st run), dual, 

| $4.200. 

| State (Loew) (3,600: 25-35-40-55 )— | 
| ‘Feathers’ (UA) and ‘Woman Judge’ 
(Col). Hitting dandy $13,500 gait. | 
Last week. ‘Andy Fever’ (M-G) and 
'*4l) Come Out’ (M-G), okay $10,000 
‘ for holdover. 


bill, is leading town by good margin, | 


and ‘Hotel for Women’ a seedy third. | 


(RKO) (3,200; 20-30-40)— | 


and ‘Get Away Murder’ | 


'of ‘Bad Lands’ 


VARIE TY 


‘Old Maid; Smash 506, Tops By way: 


Beaucoup Holdovers, ‘In Name’ Big 


At 846 2d, ‘Geste -Spitalny 366 2d 


New York is up to its neck in! Ahead of that ‘Mutiny on Blacke 
holdovers but a couple new shows | hawk’ (U) got $6,000, o.k. 
are due for the coming semester,; Rivoli (2,092; 25-55-75-85-99)—‘To- 
notably the opening tomorrow | morrow Comes’ (U). Opens today 
/(Thurs.) of ‘Wizard of Oz’ at the! (Wed.) after three weeks of ‘Shail 
Capitol. with Mickey Rooney and, Have Music’ (UA). The third, end- 
Judy Garland in person. Rivoli | ing last night (Tues.), shy of $11,000, 
changes today (Wed.), bringing in while the second under $15,000, not 
‘When Tomorrow Comes’ after 21 so good. 
'days of ‘They Shall Have Music, ’ | Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75 )—‘Stanley’” 
} 


which has not done so well. 
Only one ‘A’ 
; Street this 
‘Old Maid,’ at the Strand, and is run- 
ning great guns for $45,000 or bet- 
ter on the initial week. 

Holdovers are led by ‘In Name 
Only’ at the Music Hall, where it 
| Winds up its second stanza tonight 
| (Wed.) and ‘Beau Geste,’ plus Phil 
| Spitalny, at the Paramount, where 
beginning the final (3d) week today 
(Wed.). ‘Name Only’ shot to $96,000 
| the first week and on the second is 
very sturdy at a probable $84,000 or 
| bit over. Latter holds a third term. 

The ‘Geste’-Spitalny combination 
we to nearly $52,000 on the first 
, seven days and socked through on 


| 


the second lap, ending last night 
| (Tues.). to $36,000, extremely fine 
| business for this time of the year. 


‘Four Feathers’ is heading for a good 
| so 000 at the Capital, after a first 
| week’s take of $31,500. 
| All of these shows built tremen- 
,dously toward the end of their first 
weeks, with a rainy Tuesday (8) 
|; and a strong Wednesday (9) in bit- 


| ter heat, exceeding opening day’s 
business in some cases. The current 
_workday week also. started out 


| amazingly, with Monday (14) being 
Peviegeory | potent. On this day the 

at the Strand was larger than 
(11), opening day of ‘Old 
Maid,’ while at the Par the day’s in- 
hog exceeded either Thursday (10) 


Friday (11). Hall scored as much 
|; as $11,000- Monday (14), also ex- 
cellent. 


| At the Roxy, where ‘Stanley and 
| Livingstone’ is in its second week, 
| Monday (14) came within dollars of 
| what was done Friday (11), again 
|} unusual. This picture is holding up 
| firmly and on the second (current) 
tsession may get $37,000 or so, after 
jan initial seven days that finished 
| stronger than expected at $52,000. It 
holds a third week, although ‘Hotel 
for Women’ has been advertised for 
next Friday. 

The second-run State isn’t so good 
again this week but it may get to 
$17,000 or bit over, fair for this 
time of year. ‘Man About Town,’ 
milked at the Par first run, and Jack 


| Haley, Wynn Murray and Everett 
Marshall in person constitute the 
| show. 


Estimates for This Week 
Astor (1,012; 25-40-55-65 )—‘Chips’ 
(M-G) (14th week). Picked 
the 13th week ending Monday night 
(14) to finish at $11,000, as compared 


first run reached the | 
week but it’s a honey, 


(20th) and stage show (2d week). 
Has held pace well, finishing the 
first seven days better in the stretch 
than anticipated, getting $52,000 with 
a rainy sixth day helping a lot, 
while on the holdover (2d) stanza at 
hand the going even for a possible 
$37.000. Remains a third week. A 
very heavy ad campaign figured on 
this new season's release from 20th- 
Fox. 

State (3,450; 35-55-75)—‘Man About 
Town’ (Par) (2d run) and, on stage, 
Jack Haley, Wynn Murray and 
Everett Marshall. Fair enough at 
$17,000 or some _ above. Picture 
well milked at tbe Par 1st run, hav- 


ing played three weeks there. Prior 
show here, ‘Capt. Fury’ (UA) (2d 
run) and Leith Stevens’ orch, under 


$14,000, very disappointing. 

Strand (2,767; 25-40-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘Old Maid’ (WB) and Heidt band. 
Another sock for house, indications 
pointing to $50,000 or thereabouts, 
heavy business. Bette Davis-Miriam 
Hopkins potent b.o. here. Holds. 
Final (3d) week of ‘Each Dawn’ 
(WB) and Eddy Duchin orchestra 
near to $25,000, very good, 


MASK’ PLEASING 
$7,000 


Louisville, Aug. 15. 

Grosses are running about on par 
with last week, with product stacking 
up as pretty fair. Heavy rainfall 
over weekend probably pakeed first- 
runs somewhat by cancelling softball 
games and chasing ’em into the pie 
emporiums. Final performance of 
‘No, No, Nanette,’ at Iroquois Amphi- 
theatre Sunday (13) was also can- 
celled on account of rainfall. 

‘Man in Iron Mask.’ on dual at 
Loew’s State, is leading the field. 
‘When Tomorrow Comes,’ also on a 
twosome at the Rialto, is pointing to 
second place money. ‘Mutiny on 


up on} 


Blackhawk’ at the Strand rated best 

| pic of the week by newspaper cricks 

and biz is shaping up okay. 
Estimates for This Week 


with $10,500 for the prior week} Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenne) 
| when competition was stiffer from a! (1,000; 15-30-40) — ‘Feathers’ (UA) 
flock of new shows, | and ‘Girls Go Paris’ (Col). Fair to 
Capitel (4,520: 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— | middlin’ returns on moveover from 
‘Feathers’ (UA) (2d-final week).| Loew’s, medium $1,500. Last week, 
Maintaining good stamina for a} ‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G) and ‘Clouds 
probable $24,000 or over on the hold-| Europe’ (Col), on third downtown 
over. The first week finished stoutly, } week, able to manage only weak 
going to $31,500. ‘Oz’ (M-G), with | $1,400. 
Mickey Rooney and Judy Garland | Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-22)— 
on the stage, opens tomorrow} ‘Juarez’ (WB) and ‘Boy Friend’ 
(Thurs.). In-person entertainment! (20th). Registering fair $1,500. Last 
not scheduled here as a regular diet.| week, ‘Washington Square’ (20th) 
Criterion (1.662: 25-40-55)—‘Mira- , and ‘Allen Murder’ (Par), tallied fair 
cles for Sale’ (M-G). Okay at around | $1,400. 
$6,800. In ahead, ‘All Come Out’ Loew’s State (Loew's (3,100: 15-30- 
(M-G) only around $5,000, poor. 40)—‘Iron Mask’ (UA) and ‘Woman 
Globe (1,274: 25-40-55) — ‘Stole Judge’ (Col). Despite heat and com- 
Million’ (U) (2d-final week). Do-! petition of outdoor attractions such 
ing very nicely, about $6,000 on the as night baseball. church carnivals, 
holdover. The first seven days was bingo games, biz still holding up 
$8,500, much over the summer house okay. Current indications will be on 
average the right side of the ledger, about 
Palace (1,700: 25-35-55) — ‘Each $7,000, pleasing. Last week. ‘Feath- 
Dawn’ (WB) (2d run) and ‘Way /|ers’ (UA) and ‘Girls Go Paris’ (Col) 
Down South” (RKO), (1st run),! okay $6,700. 
coupled. This bill opens this mor- Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 15- 
; ning (Wed.). after six days of ‘In- | 30-40)—‘Each Dawn’ (WB) (2d wk). 
dianapol Speedway (WB) (2d | Pointing to pretty good $3.200. First 
run) and ‘Unexpected Father’ (U) week of same pic somewhat under 
(Ist run) at only $5,000, very bad.) expectations. but still on the profit 
| Behind that, ‘Second Fiddle’ (20th) |} side at $4.600. 
(2d run) and ‘Forgotten Woman’ Rialte (Four th renue) ¢ 
(U) (lst run), $5,500, poor. 30-40) Ton rl Comes’ (U) and 
Paramount (3.664: 25-35-55-85-99) ‘Stolen Life’ (U) fo pull in 
‘Geste’ (Par) and Phil Spitalny | around $5,200. pretty fair. Last week 
band (3d week). Begins third (con-,| ‘Hotel Women’ (20th) and ‘Quick 
cluding) week today (Wed.). The) Millions’ (20th), average $5.000. 
second stanza went to a good $36,000, Strand (Fourth pdt » (1,400: 15- 
after an initial seven days that | 30-40) — ‘Chicken Wagon Family® 
clocked to nearly $52,000, smash tak- | (20th) and ‘Mutiny Blackhawk’ (U) 
ings. Spitalny is proving a fine Proving good fare for the family 
draw He the trade and gathering oke $3,000. Last 
severa imes under presen Il- wee ‘Cre 
band policy. binder’ ARKO) 
Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- strength expected at measre $2.500 
(RKO) and stage show (2d week). 


This picture is so potent on its cur-| 
rent (2d) round at $84,000 that it is! 
being retained a third week. ‘Fifth 
| Avenue Girl’ (RKO) set back to 
Thursday 24). First week for ‘In 
' Name’ powerful at $96,000. 


Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘Exile Ex- 
press’ (GN). Opened here yester- 
day morning (Tues.), after a week 


(RKO) at $5,000, mild. 


ROLL IN ‘SINGAPORE’ 
Hollywood, Aug. 
‘Road to Singapore,’ 


8. 


starring Bing 


Crosby, Dorothy Lamour and Bob 
Hope, is slated to roll Sept. 18 at 
| Paramount, when dope gets back 


from European vacation. 
Victor Schertzinger, who directs, 
is polishing the script. , 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| | | 
| 
| 
| | 
| | 
| 
| | 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 


10 VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 


Wednesday, August 1939 


Philly Skids 


Torrid $16,000; F eathers Light 136 


But Hedy-Taylor 


Philadelphia, Aug. 15. 

Just as Philly was beginning to 
show signs of a pickup during the 
past few weeks, run of compara- 
tively weakie product hit this sesh 
and, combined with the high mer- 
cury, is making things look miser- 
able again. Weekends have been 
particularly bad this summer, with 
heat sending potential patronage to 
the seashore in droves. Past week- 
end was one of the worst. 

Showing the only real strength in 
town is ‘Lady of the Tropics’ at the 
Stanley. It’s doing well, compara- 
tively, although not tremendous. It 
will hold over. Disappointer is 
‘Four Feathers’ at the Boyd. It 
opened excellently last Wednesday 
(9), then tumbled immediately and 
failed to come back. Counted on 
pretty definitely for a double stanza, 
it’s being pulled today at the com- 
pletion of a week and ‘Wizard of Oz’ 
is being shot in. 

Fox, which pulled the unusual in 
holding over a pic and changing the 
vaude, is satisfactory. Second week 
of ‘Each Dawn’ is as good as first 
weeks of some other recent pix. 

Fox and Earle shift vaude policy 
after next week. Fox goes to 
straight films while the Earle drops 
its three-hour shows to the Capitol 
and picks up the flesh. With war 
threatening over contract renewals 
between Warner Bros. and the Mu- 
sicians Union, Earle may shutter al- 
together in a few weeks. WB wants 
to drop its pit band at the Fox, 
which may cause the union to with- 
draw the Earle tooters. 


Estimates for This Week 


Boyd (WB) (2,350; 32-42-57) — 
‘Feathers’ (UA). Something of a 
disappointment. Expected to earn a 


holdover, but going out at the com- 
pletion of a week today (Tuesday) 
in favor of ‘Wizard of Oz’ (M-G). 
Opened big, but immediately fell off 
and failed .to regain its stride; 
$13,000, so-so. Last week, ‘Hardy 
Fever’ (M-G) (2d week), $8,700, 
mild, 

Earle (WB) (2,758: 26-32-42)— 
‘Magnificent Fraud’ (Par). N.g. at 
$5,700. Last week, ‘Frontier Mar- 
shal’ (20th), okay $6,000, better than | 
anticipated. 

Fox (WB) (2,423: 32-37-42-57-68 )— 
‘Each Dawn’ (WB) (2d week). 
Buddy Clark, Sybil Bowan, Three 
Sailors on the stage (lst week). Un- 
usual h.o. of a film at a combo house 
here working out satisfactorily, al- 
though impossibility of holding last 
week’s show hurt somewhat. Grab- 
bing $17,000, which is up to what 
some recent combos have garnered 
here on an initial try. Last week, 
with Woody Herman’s orch on the 
boards, $24,000, socko. 


Karlton (WB) (1,066; 32-42-57)— 
‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO) (2d run). 
Kind of weak on the initial appear- 
ance at the Stanley, but doing 
slightly better in comparison here 
on the bounce. Set for $4,000, satis- 
factory. Last week, ‘Mikado’ (U) 
(2d run), about the same. 


Palace (WB) (1,100; 26-32-42) — 
*Second Fiddle’ (20th) (3d run). Re- 
peating the mild response in earlier 
runs at about $4,000. Last week, 
‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB) (3d 
run), did very nicely at $5,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 32-42-57)— 
‘Lady Tropics’ (M-G). This is the 
week’s strongie. Notices and w. of 
m. poor for the pic, but plenty of 
raves for Hedy. Very good at 
$16,000. Earning h.o. Last week, 
‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO), was given 
eight days to ring up $15,000, weak. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 26-32-42) — 
‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G) (2d _ run). 
Slightly unusual product for this ac- 
tion house and hitting a medium 
pace at $4,600. Last week, ‘Iron 
Mask’ (UA), fair $4,800. 


Toronto Has Prosperity; 
‘Dawn’ Bright $7,500 


Toronto, Aug. 15. 

Ace product is shooting up b.o. 
revenue here to an astonishing de- 
gree despite amusement park com- 
petition, floodlight baseball, roller- 
skating marathon, ete. Only attend- 
ance clips during the past fortnight 
have been the weekly Thursday 
night Prom Symphony concerts at 
the U. of Toronto stadium. 

Into their second weeks are ‘Good- 
bye, Mr. Chips’ and ‘Four Feathers.’ 
Latter will go a third stanza; ditto 
‘Chips. ‘Each Dawn I Die’ also 
comes as a refreshing revenue-pro- 
ducer at the Imperial, 


largest seater, where the b.o. sum- | 


mer drought has been particularly 
noticeable. 


Estimates for This Week 


Imperial (FP-Can) (3,373: 25-35- 
50)—‘Each Dawn’ (WB). Clipping 
along to an excellent $7,500, not 
smash, but unusual for any summer 
week. Last week, ‘Naughty Nice’ 
(WB) and ‘Saint London’ (RKO), 
good enough $5,600. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,611; 25-35-50)— 
‘Chips’ (M-G) (2d wk). Tops town 

{ ; 


3 


Canada’s | 


| at $11,000 on second stanza after 
‘rousing $13,500 first week, 

| Tivoli (FP-Can) (1,433; 25-40)— 
|‘Man About Town’ (Par) and ‘Drum- 
|mond’ (Par). Good $3,400. Last 
week, ‘Sun Sets’ (U) and ‘Kokomo’ 
(WB), satisfactory $3,100. 

Uptown (FP-Can) (2,761; 25-35-50) 
—'‘Feathers’ (UA). Excellent $9,000 
on h.o. after smash 11,000 on first 
and will hold third. 


TRON MASK’ DUO 
NEAT $13,500 
DETROIT 


Detroit, Aug. 14. 

Better all-around product, 
resumption of work on 1940 models 
at local auto plants, is serving to 
offset somewhat continuance of in- 


fantile paralysis scare here. Latter 
situation is growing no better fast 
here, and parents themselves are re- 
maining away in droves as well as 
keeping kids away from public gath- 
erings, on advice of health authori- 
ties. 

United Artists, shuttered since 
May, will return to fold Aug. 24 on 
single-pic policy. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘Hotel Women’ (20th) (2d run) and 
‘Marshal’ (20th) (2d run), dual. Both 
flickers moved here after sesh at 
Fox; headed for around $4,500, fair. 
Last week, $4,400, not too bad, for 
‘Stolen Million’ (U) (2d run) and 
‘Saint in London’ (RKO), 
moved here from Fox. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5.000; 30-40- 
55)—‘Stanley’ (20th) plus ‘Jones 


former 


looks like nice $18,500. 
about $14,000 for ‘Hotel 
(20th) and ‘Marshal’ (20th). 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-65 )—‘Iron Mask’ 
‘Naughty but Nice’ (WB), dual 
Paced for fair $13,500. Last week, 
‘Chips’ (M-G) (2d week), plus ‘In- 
dianapolis Speedway’ (WB), snared 
good $13,800 on first holdover in 
house’s history, following 


tre went on duals year ago. 
Palms-State (UD) (3,000; 30-46- 


Looks like $5,200, fairish. 


Wong’ (Mono) 
pretty fair. 


Cagney-Raft- Dawn’ 
Hefty 12G in Perking 


pulled 


Baltimore, Aug. 15. 
Nice lift all around here with Stan- 
ley chalking up one of its best takes 
in weeks with ‘Each Dawn I Die.’ 


Combo Hipp is ringing the bell with 
a fullsome program consisting of ‘Ca- 
reer,’ Major Bowes’ ‘World’s Fair Re- 
vue,’ the Quints in ‘Five Times Five’ 
and current release of March of 
Time. 

Steady going for h.o. of ‘Hotel for 
Women,’ at New, which is cashing in 
on heavy daytime femme trade. Rest 
of downtowners also holding own 
with okay product. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3.000; 15-25- 
| 40)—‘Feathers’ (UA). Holding in 
good style on strength of advance 
ballyhoo to steady $10,000. Last week, 
jsecond of ‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G), 
added okay $7,200 to bullish opening 
| round of $13,800. 

Hippodrome’ (Rappaport) 
15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘Career’ (RKO) 
plus Dionnes in ‘Five Times 
(RKO); Major Bowes’ ‘World's Fair 
Revue’ and current issue of M. of T. 
Combining to chalk up good $13,000. 
Last week, second of ‘Bachelor 
Mother’ and vaude, added fair $9,900 
to initial go at $13,200. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15-25- 
35-40) — ‘Leading Citizen’ (Par). 
Maintaining fairish momentum to 
| possible $5.000. Last week, ‘Kokomo’ 

(WB), mild $3,900. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-25-35- 
55)—‘Hotel Women’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Nicely spotted for theatre’s extra 
heavy femme following and holding 
to nice $4,000 after pleasing opener 


to $5,600. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Each Dawn’ (WB). Pointing to 
rousing $12,000 for Cagney-Raft star- 
rer, best here in weeks. Last week, 
‘Magnificent Fraud’ (Par), $2,900, 


very poor. 


(2.205; 


j ' ' « 4 


plus | 


Balto; ‘Citizen’ OK 136. 


Five’ 


‘Mother’ Nice $3,200 
As Lincoln’s Topper 


Lincoln, Aug. 15. 

Ic’s getting to be an old story, but 
the fact remains the Nebraska and 
Stuart are the only spots that pull 
them in here. 

Top money is going to ‘Bachelor 
Mother’ at the Nebraska, but its 
$3,200 take won't tax the theatre to 
capacity. Stuart's ‘Off the Record’ is 
showing good strength at the wicket 
with a $3,000 week ahead. 

The Links, local baseball club, are 
back from a road trip, meeting the 
Western league’s better teams, and, 
| along with the midget autos, is no 
help to the b.o. 

Estimates for This Week 

Lincoln (LTC-Cooper) (1,600; 10- 
20-25) —‘Service Deluxe’ (U) and 
‘King Underworld’ (WB). Not very 
exciting at contemplated $2,000. Last 
week, ‘Miss Manton’ (RKO) and 
‘Pirates of the Skies’ (U), split with 
‘Naughty, Nice’ (WB) and ‘Chan’ 
(20th), at the same pace with $1,800. 

Nebraska (LTC-Cooper) (1,236; 10- 
25-40)—‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO). 
Running evenly for slightly over 
$3,200, good. Last week, ‘Hotel for 
Women’ (20th), $3,400, good. 

Stuart (LTC-Cooper) (1,900; 10-25- 
35)—‘Off Record’ (WB). Okay $3,000 
indicated. Last week, ‘Four Feathers’ 
(UA), $2,700, better than anticipated. 

Varsity (Noble-NTI) (1,100; 10-20- 
25)—‘Great Man Votes’ (RKO) and 
‘Breaking Ice’ (RKO). A disappoint- 
er, under $1.600. Last week, ‘Black- 
well’s Island’ (WB) and ‘Beauty Ask- 
ing’ (RKO), $1,800, pretty good, 


SOLD 
BIG 
$18,000 


Pittsburg, Aug. 15. 
Two holdovers downtown will keep 
the gross totals under par for the 
week, but they are sending the new 


smash |" 
$22,000 first stanza, best since thea-|‘Hotel Women’ (20th). 


entries to spanking business. Stanley 
is holding ‘Each Dawn I Die’ and 


Family in Hollywood’ (20th), dual. | warner ‘Man in the Iron Mask.’ Both 
Heavy advance bally on former and | 


Last week | 


Women’ py theatre in some years in cam- 


stands will get by. 
First use of color in newspaper ad 


paign for ‘Four Feathers,’ created 
considerable comment and is helping 


(UA) plus lift Penn to solid business. ‘Hotel for 
Women,’ with benefit of Cosmopolitan 
| campaign in Hearst sheet, will boost 


Alvin well above recent grosses. 


Estimates for This Week ; 
Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
Socko Cos- 


mopolitan ad campzign in Hearst 


i sheet set this one off on its right foot, 


Bondage’ (RKO), revival, plus ‘Mr. | 
in $5,400,|—‘Four Feathers’ (UA). 


| 


| 


50) — ‘Winter Carnival’ (UA) and | and excellent $7,500 indicated. Best 
‘They All Come Out’ (M-G), dual.|here in some time. 
‘Human |‘Frontier Marshal’ (20th), good $6,000. 


Last week, 
Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35-50) 
Flying high 
on solid ad and exploitation cam- 
paign. First use of color in daily 
paper ads in some years. Headed for 
flourishing 18,000. Last week, ‘Iron 
Mask’ (UA), $14,500, good. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 15-25)— 
‘White Banners’ (WB) and ‘Second 
Honeymoon’ (20th), split with ‘Souls 
at Sea’ (Par) and ‘My Bill’ (WB). 
Grinding out average $1,100. Last 
week, ‘Can’t Have Everything’ (20th) 
and ‘True Confession’ (Par), split 
with ‘Brimstone’ (M-G) and ‘Room 


Service (RKO), aided by diving con- 
test on stage, good $1,500. 

| Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50)— 
|\‘Each Dawn’ (WB) (2d wk). Fair 
| $8,500 in prospect for first holdover 
at this house in years. Last week, 
powerful $17,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Iron Mask’ (UA) (2d wk). Moved 
over from Penn and will hold up for 
fair $5,700. Last week, ‘Bachelor 
| Mother’ (RKO) (2d wk), built stead- 
ily to sock $7,000. 


PROV. TOBOGGANS, BUT 


Providence, Aug. 15. 

Summer blues are again in full 
| Swing as outdoor competish is prov- 
|ing pic b.o, damper. Nearby Taun- 
ton dog-track, beaches and amuse- 
| ment parks are adding to woes. An- 
other stumbling block showed up 
this week with opening of Narragan- 
set race track yesterday (Monday) 
| for summer season. 

Albee reopens Thursday (17) with 
‘Bachelor Motner’ (RKO). 

Estimates for This Week 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
50)—‘Feathers’ (UA) and ‘Blondie’ 
(Col) (2d run). Heading for fair 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Iron Mask’ (UA) 
; and ‘Panama Lady’ (RKO) (2d run), 
fairish $2,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Indianapolis Speedway’ (WB) and 
‘Waterfront’ (WB). Not drawing; 
poor $4,000. Last week, ‘Hotel 
Women’ (20th) and ‘News Made 
Night’ (20th), weak $4,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50) — 
‘Winter Carnival’ (UA) and. ‘Mira- 
cles Sale’ (M-G). Paced at satisfac- 


‘CARNIVAL’ OK $12,000 


Mpls. Picks Up as Legion Scrams; 
30c Vaudfilmer Sees Fair $6,000 


tory $12.000. Last week, ‘Feathers’ 


(UA) and ‘Blondie’ (Col), good 
$13,500. 
Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 


‘Island Lost Men’ (Par) and ‘Parents 
Trial’ (Col). Slated for so-so $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Magnificent Fraud’ (Par) 
and ‘Mutiny Elsinore’ (ndiey, fair 
$5,200. 


OMAHA COOLS; 
GINGER HOT 


Omaha, Aug. 15. 

Exhibs are welcoming cool weath- 
er, which is highly irregular for this 
time of year in these parts. Biz is 
alright, but back on more normal 
plane after exceptional upswing last 
week. 

‘Bachelor Mother,’ at Brandeis, is 
town’s best on comparative basis. 
‘Leading Citizen’ is disappointing at 
the Orpheum. 

Estimates for This Week 


Avenue - Dundee - Military (Gold- 
berg) (800-600-950; 10-25)—‘Mikado’ 
(U) and ‘Cisco Kid’ (20th), dual, split 
with ‘King Turf’ (UA), ‘Kid Kokomo’ 
(FN) and ‘Hound of Baskerville’ 
(20th), tripler. Heading for $1,800, 
very nice. Last week, ‘East Side of 
Heaven’ (U) and ‘Wonderful Night’ 
(M-G), dual, split with ‘Spirit Culver’ 
(U) and ‘Society Lawyer’ (M-G), 
dual, $1,700, good. 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 10- 
25-35-40 )—‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO) 
and ‘Saint London’ (RKO). Town's 
best biz at $5,000, dandy. Last week, 
‘Each Dawn’ (FN) and ‘Girl Mexico’ 
(RKO), $5,000, very nice. 

Omaha (Blank) (2,000; 10-25-40)— 
‘Chips’ (M-G) (2d wk) and ‘Hotel 
Imperial’ (Par) (Ist wk). Looks like 
$6,000, average. First week of ‘Chips’ 
and ‘Boy Friend’ (20th), $10,000, 
socko. 

Orpheum (Blank) (3,000; 10-25-40) 
—‘Leading Citizen’ (Par) and ‘Lady 
Kentucky’ (Par). Fairish $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘Hell’s 
Kitchen’ (WB), $8,500, satisfactory. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,250; 10-20-25) 


—Texas Steers’ (Rep) (st run), 
‘Missing Daughters’ (Col) and ‘King 
of Turf’ (UA), tripler, split with 


‘Nancy Drew’ (FN), ‘Cisco Kid’ (20th) 
and ‘King Gamblers’ (Par), tripler. 
Aiming at $1,200, alright. Last week, 
‘Western Caravan’ (Col) (1st run), 
‘Kokomo’ (WB) and ‘Blind Alley’ 
(Col), tripler, split with ‘Panama 
Patrol’ (WB) (1st run), ‘Spirit Cul- 
ver’ (U) and ‘East Side Heaven’ (U), 
tripler, $1,300, good. 


Schenck 


(Continued fron: page 7) 


on the tentative accord with the 
IATSE, Schenck explained that the 
agreement depends on the action of 
the Labor Board. If the board 
designates some union other than 
the IATSE, the studios will sign an 
agreement with that group on the 
same terms, he said. 


A Lil Plug for 20th’s Pix, Also 


Asked about his studio’s new pro- 
ductions, Schenck mentioned ‘The 
Rains Came’ and ‘Hollywood Caval- 
cade’ as recently completed and said 
that the company would spend about 


—then remarked with a smile, ‘If we 
have the money.’ He flew back to 
the Coast Saturday (12) stating he 
would immediately set at work put- 
ting the IATSE ‘accord’ on paper, 
but side-stepped a question when 
the contract might be signed. 


SAG’s Interpretation 

Screen Actors Guild members in 
New York last week contradicted 
Schneck’'s assertions regarding the 
organization’s possible liability in 
case of a strike. They pointed out 
that under California law the mem- 
bers of a non-profit corporation 
(such as the Guild) are not liable, 
just as members of a voluntary as- 
sociation are not liable under other 
state laws. In case the Guild went 
on strike, the studios would un- 
doubtedly have legal grounds for 
suit, it was admitted. But by the 
time the cases were tried and settled, 
the companies’ losses might run into 
many millions, while the entire 
SAG treasury they might collect 
would amount to only a couple of 


hundred thousand. 


$25,000,000 on next season’s product | 


Minneapolis, Aug. 15, 

The slump which set in here dur- 
ing the American Legion state con- 
vention last week, denting grosses all 
along the line, is loosening its grip 
somewhat. Indications there 
will be more for the rialto to cheer 
about than during prior seven days, 

An especially bright spot is the 
World, where ‘The Mikado’ clicked 
nicely in its initial session and is 
traveling at an even faster clip cur- 
rently. Musical apparently is built 
to order for the class sure-seater. 

‘Andy Hardy Gets Spring Fever’ 
suffered with the others at the State 
last week, but did sufficiently well, 
nevertheless, to justify its being 
moved over to the Century for a 
second loop canto. Its b.o. behavior 
continues good. 

The Minnesota, with its big stage 
and screen show for bargain prices, 
will show an improvement over last 
week, when it slipped sharply. In 
‘Exile Express’ huge de luxe house 
has probably its best ‘lm offering 
since it reopened four weeks ago. 

Orpheum has Paul Whiteman and 
‘Folies Bergere’ on horizon. 
Gayety opens for the season Aug. 25 
with traveling burlesque shows. The 
Minnesota State Fair also gets under 
way the same date, a week earlier 
than usual, and will run 10 days in- 
stead of the former seven. The 
roller derby at the municipal Audi- 
torium continues to attract turn- 
away crowds of 10,000 nightly, and 
its engagement, originally scheduled 
for three weeks, will be extended 
an additional three days. 


Estimates for This Weel: 


Aster (Par-Singer) (900: 15-25)— 
‘Island Lost Men’ (Par) and ‘Cow- 
boy Quarterback’ (WB), dual first- 
runs, split with ‘Bad Lands’ (RKO) 
and ‘Torchy Dynamite’ (WB), also 
dual first-runs. Fair $1.400 in pros- 
pect. Last week, ‘Ex-Champ’ (U) 
and ‘Parents Trial’ (Col), dual first- 
runs, mild $1.200 for six davs. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25- 
35-40)—‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Moved here from State. Best 
received of any of the Hardy series 
to date, but was badly hurt first 
week by opposition from American 
Legion parades and outdoor show, 
night baseball and boat races, ete. 
Demonstrating considerable strength 
currently and aiming at good $5,000, 
making approximately $12,200 for 
the fortnight. Last week, ‘Unex- 
pected Father’ (U), $2,500: poor, 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25)— 


‘Blondie’ (Col). Another popular 
series at this house. Clicking almost 
as well as its two. predecessors. 
Reaching for okay _ $2.500. Last 
week, ‘Magnificent Fraud’ (Par), 
$1,800 for six days, poor. 

Granada (Par) (900; 25-35)—‘Man 
About Town’ (Par) split. with 


‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB). First 
neighborhood showings. Nice $2,400 
indicated. Last week, ‘Juarez’ (WB), 
split with ‘Girls Go Paris’ (Col), 
$2,200, pretty good. 

Minn- ota (Mpls. Co.) (4.000: 15- 
30)—‘Exile Express’ (GN) and stage 


show. Strongest picture house has 
had and pleasing stage entertain- 
ment. A lot of show for little 


money and getting play from bar- 
gain hunters. Climbing toward fair 
$6,000. Last week, ‘She Married a 
Cop’ (Rep) and stage show, $5,200, 
poor. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800; 25- 
| 35-40)—‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO). 
| Well-liked picture and benefiting 
|from critics’ praise and customers’ 
| word-of-mouth boosting. Set for 12 
| days and heading for fair $7,000. 
| Last week, ‘Stronger Desire’ (M-G) 
and Rudy Vallee topping stage show, 
| good Vallee greatly responsible for 


good, but disappointing, $14.000 in 
five days. Legion convention hurt 
| this spot along with the others. 

| State (Par-Singer) (2,300: 25-35- 
, 49)—‘Lady of Tropics’ (M-G). Tay- 
lor-Lamarr combo getting attention 
|from femmes in particular. Mixed 
comments on picture, however. Mati- 
|}nee trade holding up better than 


night. Pretty slow $5,000 indicated. 
| Last week, ‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G), 
| $7,200, far under expectations, but 


| fine considering adverse conditions 
| and handicaps. 


| Time (Gilman) (* 0: 25-35)— 
| ‘Career’ (RKO) (2d run). Shown 


first at Orpheum, where it ran only 
| four days. Has had good notices and 


| customers seem to like it, but its 
b.o. strength is negligible. Poor 
| $600 indicated. Last week. ‘Caval- 


| cade’ (20th) (reissue), out after four 
poor days, $300. 

World (Steffes) (350: 25-35-40-55) 
—‘Mikado’ (U) (2d wk). Right at 
home here with the carriage trade. 
Gaining momentum all -he time and 
second week will be bigger than 
' first. Swell $3,200 in prospect. First 
week, $2,900, good. 


Rooney’s Pop’s Pact 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Metro has signed Joe Yule, bur- 
lesque comic and father of Mickey 
Rooney, to a three-year contract. 

Yule is the third comedian plucked 
| by the studios from downtown Los 
| Angeles burley houses, the others be- 
‘ing Eddie Collins and Bobby Wilson. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


Boyer-Dunne Happy $14,000, H.0.s OK 


San Francisco, Aug. 15. 

Trade has perked up considerably 
for most of the houses on the main 
stem this week. Real reason for the 
upsurge is a strong array of b.o. at- 
tractions right along the line. ‘Stan- 
ley and Livingstone’ is forging ahead 
strongly at the Paramount. Other 
strong contenders for top business 
are ‘When Tomorrow Comes,’ at Or- 
pheum, and ‘Lady of the Tropics’ at 
Fox. Advance plugging on the latter 


picture has been greater than on the 
other two attractions. 

Town has opened up for fall sea- 
son. There had been some talk of 
admission being upped generally this 
week from 40 to 55c., but no such 
action was taken. United Artists, 
however, jumped to 75c, the Golden 
Gate remaining at 55c. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 30-40)—‘Lady 
Tropics’ (M-G) and ‘All Come Out’ 
(M-G). Indications are that the Fox 
will gross $18,000, or better. Combo 
of Hedy and Bob Taylor has the gals 
ga-ga. Last week (2d), ‘Hardy 
Fever’ (M-G) and ‘Drummond’ (Par), 
slim $8,200. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
—‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO) and stage 
show headed by Eddie Peabody (3d 
wk). Still potent b.o. Third week’s 
take of $12.000 is better than some of 
them get in one week at this house. 
Last week (2d) surprisingly good 
$16,500. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 30-35-40) 
—Tomorrow Comes’ (U) and ‘Asked 
for It’ (Col). Indications are that 
house will gross around $14,000, very 
good. Both Boyer and Dunne are 
popular in these parts. 
for It’ is being run at matinees only, 
a policy which is somewhat unique 
here. Last week, ‘Coast Guard’ (Col) 
and ‘Blondie’ (Col) washed up at $7,- 
600. A few extra dollars were picked 
up when a preview was thrown in 
during one of the off nights. 


Paramount (F-WC) (2,700; 30-40)— | 


‘Livingstone’ (20th) and 
Chan’ (20th). Battling some of the 
toughest competish on the street in 
months, but managing to forge to 
front with socko $20,000. Last week 
(2d), ‘Frontier Marshal’ (20th) and 
6,000 Enemies’ (M-G), 
spasm at $7,000. 

St. Franeis (F-WC) (1,470; 30-40)— 
‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G) and ‘Drum- 
mond’ (Par). Moveover 
weeks at the big Fox. Don’t expect 
more than $4,500. Last week (7th), 
‘Mr. Chips’ (M-G), splendid $5,000. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-75)—‘Shall Have Music’ (UA) (2d 
wk). House is still in the pay dirt 
with expected $7,500. Last week’s 
$10,500. however, was a bit under 
expectations. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680: 30-40)— 
‘Hotel Women’ (20th) and ‘Quick Mil- 
lions’ (20th) (2d wk). Enjoying a 
nice play from the femmes who are 
intrigued by the title of the Elsa 
Maxwell story. Call-Bulletin, local 
Hearst afternoon rag, is running the 
Maxwell story in serial form, which 
is helping at the b.o. 
plenty hefty at $9,000. 
walloping $15,000, which 
everybody. 


OKLAHOMA C. DULL: 


Last week, 
surprised 


‘CITIZEN’ NICE $3,800 


Oklahoma City, Aug. 15. 
All indications point to a lagging 
week in Oklahoma City. 
‘Leading Citizen’ is doing average 


biz, as is ‘Man in Iron Mask.’ Others | 


are so-so. 
Estimates for This Week 
Criterion (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40)— 
‘Iron Mask’ (UA). Good $3,600. Last 
Nga ‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G), $4,300, 
if. 
Liberty 15-20-25 )— 


(Stan) (1,200; 


“Magnificent Fraud’ (Par) and ‘Mil- | 


lion Dollar Legs’ (Par), split with 
‘Night Work’ (Par) and ‘Drum- 
mond’s Bride’ (Par). Good $2,600. 


Last week, ‘Frontier Marshal’ (20th) 
and ‘Grand Jury Secrets’ (Par), split 
with ‘Inside Information’ (U) and 
‘Sorority House’ (RKO), nice $2,800. 

Midwest (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40)— 
‘Leading Citizen’ (Par). Good $3,800. 


Last week, ‘Hotel Women’ (20th), 
eight days, fair $4,100. 

Plaza (Stan) (750; 25-35-40)— 
‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G). Moveover; 


good $1,100. 
Courageous’ (WB), good $1,000. 


, State (Noble) (1,100; 15-20-35)— 
Pony Express’ (Rep) and ‘Wife's 
Relatives’ (Rep), split with ‘Blind 


Alley’ (Col) and ‘Stuat Pilot’ (M-G), 
probable fair $2,100. 


‘Clouds Over 
‘Outside Walls’ 


(Mono), split with 
Europe’ (Col) 
(Col), good $2,300. 

Tower (Stan) (1,000; 20-25-35)— 
Bridal Suite’ (20th). Fair $1,400. 


Last week, ‘Mutiny Bounty’ (M-G), | 


he with ‘Rose Marie’ (M-G), so-so 


‘They Asked | 


‘Charlie | 


mildish second | 


after two | 


Holdover stint | 


Last week, ‘Daughters | 


Last week, | 
‘Wolf Call’ (Mono) and ‘Mr. Wong’ | 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $1,426,100 
(Based on 26 cities, 163 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N. Y. 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year $1,373,300 
(Based on 23 cities, 145 theatres) 


DUO 
NEAT $8,500 


Indianapolis, Aug. 15. 

With the deluxe Indiana and the 
vaudfilm Lyric still shuttered, the 
remaining first-run houses are piling 
up healthy profits. ‘Stanley and 
Livingstone’ and ‘Quick Millions,’ on 
a dual at the Circle, are setting the 
pace with an excellent gross, while 
‘Four Feathers’ and ‘A Woman Is 
Judge,’ on a twin bill at Loew’s, are 


not far behind in the runner-up 
spot. 
The small Apollo trails with ‘I 


— a Million’ and ‘Girl and Gam- 
er,’ 
Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Stole Million’ (U) and ‘Girl 
Gambler’ (RKO). Former picture's 
cast stressed in ads. Take is fair at 
$3,200. Last week, ‘Bachelor Mother’ 
(RKO) and ‘Career’ (RKO) did 
$2,900 on their moveover stanza 
from the Circle. 

Cirele (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40)—‘Livingstone’ (20th) dualled 
| with ‘Quick Millions’ (20th). Former 


| pic given active campaign with 24- 
| sheets, assist ads, ete., and is paying 
big dividends with $9,800. Last week, 
| ‘Hotel Women’ (20th) and ‘Frontier 
Marshal’ (20th), $6,300, moderately 


good. 
Loew’s (Loew's) (2,400; 25-30-40)— 
‘Feathers’ (UA) and ‘Woman Is 


| Judge’ (Col). National assist ads in 
|color in dailies started this program 
off; $8,500, dandy. Last week, 
‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G) and ‘All Came 
Out’ (M-G), $9,500, big 


‘CARNIVAL’ DUO 
OK. $9,500, 


Kansas City, Aug. 15. 

‘Winter Carnival’ and dual part- 
ner at Midland lead the town due to 
capacity. Newman with ‘Kid from 
Kokomo’ and ‘Stolen Life’ dualled 
also above average, in line with gen- 
eral trend of films for the week. 

Rains past 10 days have been ex- 
ceptionally generous, crimping biz 
in the meantime, but assuring crops 
for better biz later on. RKO opens 


week. 
Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptewn (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 1,200; 10-25-40) 
‘Hotel Women’ (20th). Solo in both 
| houses; will holdover on its $10,000, 
combo. Last week, ‘Marshal’ (20th) 
singled in both spots, slackened last 
couple of days, but still nice at 
$6,000. 

Midland (Loew's) (3,573; 10-25-40) 
| —_‘Winter Carnival’ (UA) and ‘Mira- 
cles for Sale’ (MG), dual. Fair at 
$9500. Last week, ‘Four Feathers’ 
(UA) and ‘Good Girls Paris’ 
twin bill made big return of $14,500. 

Newman (Par) (1,900; 10-25-40)— 
‘Kokomo’ (WB) and ‘Stolen Life’ 
(Par), doubled. Draw here is by the 
American-made film, and biz hold- 
ing its own nicely at $6,500. Last 
week, ‘Naughty Nice’ (WB) and 
‘Hell’s Kitchen’ (WB) likewise took 
good care of themselves and regis- 
tered satisfactory $6,500. 


B’KLYN SWELTERS 


ud’ Dual Good $15,000, De- 
spite Beach Draw 


But ‘Fra 


Brooklyn, Aug. 15. 

Heat here also and there’s been a 
heavy exodus to beaches. Downtown 
deluxers, however, Managing to snare 
some biz. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (3,274; 25-35-50) — ‘Frontier 
Marshal’ (20th) and ‘Forgotten Wom- 
an’ (U). Good $17,500. Last week, 
‘Second Fiddle’ (20th) and ‘Career’ 
(RKO), mild $15,000. 

Fox (4,089; 25-35-50 )—‘Magnificent 
Fraud’ (Par) and ‘Waterfront’ (WB). 
'Good $15,000. Last week, ‘Indianapo- 


its Orpheum, closed since June, next | 


(Col) | 
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lis Speedway’ (WB) and ‘Grand Jurv | 
Secrets’ (Par), okay $15,000. a 

Met (3.618; 25-35-50)—‘Iron Mask’ 
(UA) and ‘Tidal Wave’ (Rep). Opens | 
today (Tues.). Last week, ‘Hardy 
| Fever (M-G) and ‘Asked for It’ (U), | 
$16,000. | 

Paramount (4,126; 25-35-50)—‘Each | 
Dawn’ (WB) and ‘Cowboy Quarter- | 
back’ (WB) plus ‘Son of Liberty’ (2d / 
wk). Will get good $18,000. Last 
week, fine $25,000. 


Seattle Biz Betters; 
Tomorrow OK $7,000 


Seattle, Aug. 15. 


Summer continues to help resorts | 
and outdoor sports to the detriment | 
of show shops. But business as a} 
rule is showing slightly upward | 
trend. 

‘Man in Iron Mask’ got moveover | 
to B.M. while ’Each Dawn I Die’! 
holds second week at Orpheum. | 
‘Goodby Mr. Chips’ shows but little | 
weakening as the opus goes into 
seventh week at M.B. 

Coliseum is doing something dif- 
ferent, running ‘Young Mr. Lincoln’ 
for full week with split on other 
half of the show, ‘Tell No Tales’ first 
four days and ‘Kid from Texas’ last 
three. 


Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 27-37-42)—Iron Mask’ (UA), | 
moveover from Paramount, and/| 
‘Fixer Dugan’ (RKO). Looking for 
good $2,500. Last week, ‘Hardy | 
Fever’ (M-G) (3d wk) and ‘Torchy’ | 
(WB) (1st wk), $1,800, okay. | 


Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) | 
(1,900; 21-27-32) —-‘Mr. Lincoln’ 


‘Tell No Tales’ (M-G), 
four days, with ‘Kid from Texas’ | 
(M-G), dual. last three days (all | 
2d run). Getting only $1,700, poor. | 
Last week, ‘Wonderful World (M-G) | 
and ‘Jones Family’ (20th), $2,600, 
fair. | 

Colonial (Sterling) (800; 10-21)— | 
‘Lone Star’ (Col) (1st run) and 
‘O’Connor (M-G) (2d run), split 
with ‘Persons Hiding’ (Par) (2d run) | 
and ‘Terror of Tinytown’ (Mono). 
Indicate good $2,000. Last week, 
‘Wyoming Outlaw’ (Rep) and ‘North 
Shanghai’ (Col) dual, split with ‘Il- | 
legal Traffic’ (Par) and ‘King Turf’ 
(UA), good $2,100. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,349; 27-37-42)—‘Bachelor Mother’ 
(RKO) and ‘Borrowed Time’ | 
(M-G). Dandy combo anticipates 
excellent $7,800. Last week, ‘Daugh- 
ters Courageous’ (WB) (2d wk) and 


(20th) and 


Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 21-32-42 )— 
‘Coast Guard’ (Col) and ‘Missing 
Daughters’ (Col). Good $4,200. Last 
week, ‘Blondie’ (Col), and ‘Woman 
Judge’ (Col), $3,200, slow. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 27-37-42) ‘Mr. Chips’ (M-G) 


(ith wk). Getting along for big 
$2,700. Last week, same film, $2,900, 
big. 

Orpheum’ (Hamrick - Evergreen) 


(2,600; 27-37-42 )—‘Each Dawn’ (WB) 
(2d wk) and ‘Boy Friend’ (20th). 


Good $4,100. Last week, ‘Each 
Dawn’ and ‘Drummond’ (Par), great 
$8,000. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 16-27- 


37-42 )—‘Heritage Desert’ (Par) and 
‘Smuggled Cargo’ (Rep), plus vaude. 
Expect mild $4,000. Last week, ‘Zero 
Hour’ (Rep) and ‘Arizona Legion’ 
(RKO), plus vaude, mild $4,100. 
Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,039; 27-37-42) —‘Tomorrow Comes’ 
(U) and ‘Chan’ (20th). Anticipate 
big $7,000. Last week, ‘Iron Mask’ 
(UA) and ‘Nancy Drew’ (WB), eight 
days, $7,600, big. 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (800: 
| 32)—‘Angels Have Wings’ (Col) and 
‘Ambush’ (Par). Good $2,000. Last 
week, ‘Mikado’ (U) and ‘Allen Mur- 
der’ (Par), slow $1,900. 


‘Tropics’ Steaming Up 
$6,000 in Portland 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 15. 
‘Lady of the Tropics,’ at Parker's 
Broadway, is a good b.o. winner, as is 
‘Bachelor Mother’ for the Hamrick- 
Evergreen Paramount. 
Estimates for This Week 


| Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-35- 
40)—‘Lady Tropics’ (M-G) and ‘Man 
Dared’ (WB). Well exploited and 
answering for strong $6,000. Last 


week, ‘Iron Mask’ (UA) and ‘Sweep- 
stakes Winner’ (U), 10 days, good 
$7,500. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,500; 
30-35-40)—‘Iron Mask’ (UA) and 
i‘Sweepstakes Winner’ (U). Following 
10 days at Broadway, average $2,500. 
Last week, ‘Daughters Courageous’ 
(WB) and ‘House Fear’ (M-G), closed 
good fourth week at $2,000. 

Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) (1,- 
800; 30-35-40)—‘Frontier Marshal’ 
(20th) and ‘Torehy’ (WB). Just fair 
at $3,500. Last week, ‘Mag 
Fraud’ (Par) and _ ‘Indianapolis 
| Speedway’ (WB), okay $4,000. 
Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-35-40)—‘Bachelor Mother’ 


(RKO) and ‘Career’ (RKO). Great | ‘Four Feathers’ (UA), built up to a (2d run). 

$7,000 and may hold. Last week, | swell $12,500. Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42 )—‘Each 
| ‘Second Fiddle’ (20th) and ‘Lady Capitol (RKO) ¢2,000; 35-42)— Dawn’ (WB). Excellent $12,500, Last 
|Mob’ (Col), fair $3,800. ‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO). Holdover | we«k ‘Hotel Women’ (20th), all right 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- on second run, pleasing $4,000. Last | $9.500. 

35-40) —‘Mr. Chips’ (M-G) (3d wk).'’ week (1st of 2d run), very good Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 45-42)— 
| Still good for $4,000. Second week $5,500. ‘Leading Citizen’ (Par). Terribly dis- 
|}went nicely at $4,700. First week! Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— appointing $2,200. Last week ‘Mira- 


over the top for strong $6,000. 


‘Tomorrow Very Happy $35,000 


‘Saint London’ (RKO), $3,900, fair. | 


21-27- | 


'*Waterfront’ 


In 2 L. A. Spots, But ‘Citizen’ 
Sad $5,500; ‘Mask’ 2d $14,000 


Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 

‘When Tomorrow Comes’ and 
‘Stanley and Livingstone’ are setting 
new highs for quartet of day-daters 
; currently. Both werc ushered in 
with $2.20 premiere, latter garnering 
close to $3,100 at the Chinese, and 
‘Tomorrow’ better than $5,000 at the 
'Pantages. Former moves over to 


‘ 9 United Artists and Wilshire for con- 
tinued first run (16), with ‘Tomor- 
= row’ holding at both Pan and RKO. 
| Paramount continues to operate 
SOLID $15 000 | straight dual policy temporarily, al- 


{though business is negligible. ‘Bor- 
Washington, Aug. 15. 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
$292,800 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year 
(Based on 11 theatres) 


| rowed Time’ checks out of Four Star 
|this week to make way for ‘Four 
Feathers.’ ‘Chips’ continues to grind 
class. ‘Iron Mask’ in for comfortable 
|second week at Hollywood and 
' Downtown. 
Estimates for This Week 
The coin is pretty evenly split up Carthay Cirele (Fox) (1,518; 40-55) 
this week, with only one spot espe- |—‘Chivs’ (MG) (14th ae ). aes 
spe. | to profit and will stick aroun ew 
cisliy pleased and enly one tepe |/more weeks. This stanza looks like 
ingstone’ is leading at Palace, ace $2,600. 
straight pic spot, and will beat re- Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024: 
cent house average. ‘Each Dawn I | 
| *Quic illions ual. ittin 
4 men, e some in- | at $2.20 shoyld get $17,500, big. Last 
terest in Woody Herman's orch, is | week, ‘Marshal’ (20th) and ‘Miracles 
way off at Capitol. | Sale’ (M-G) close to $10,000, good. 
p.a. of Mickey Rooney and Judy 55-65)—‘Iron Mask’ (UA) and ‘Can't 
Garland shot biz up in downtown |Get Away Murder’ (WB) dual (2d 
area. Playing four shows at Capitol, | week ). Holding okay on second 
kids monopolized the newspapers, | stanza and looks like another $7,500. 
‘First seven days piled up big $13,000. 
other lo, away. mittedly pu Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900; 40-55) 
the s.r.o. signs up at three opposi- —‘Borrowed Time’ (MG) (4th-final 
tion spots who got the spillover and week). Failed to click as anticipated 


on at Carthay Circle, still in profit 

cially troubled. ‘Stanley and Liv-  ¢) 09 after 13th brought satisfactory 
Biggest topic here is way one-day )owntown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
even had nearby drugstores wonder- and is being withdrawn in favor of 


ing why their soda jerkers were ‘Four Feathers’ (UA). Final week 
rushed. Capitol figures 20% of its should add $1,300 in five days to 
weekly take came from kids’ one-third week’s fair ~2,600. 


Hollywoed (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 


| day stand. 
65 )—‘Iron Mask’ (UA) and ‘Can’t Get 


Estimates for This Week 


Capitel (Loew) (3,424; 25-35-40-66) | Away’ (WE) dual (2d week). An 

—Hotel for Women’ (20th) and ther healthy week in store, with 

vaude. Woody Herman’s orch some around $6,500 in sight. First week 
. 


'ended with big $12,500. 
| Orpheum (Bdwy.) (2.280; 30-40-55) 
|—*‘Drummond’s Bride’ (Par) and ‘Ca- 
ireer’ (RKO) dual and vaudeville. 
Justa trifle above normal for around 
$7,000. Last week, “Timber Stam- 
| pede’ (RKO) first run and ‘Gorilla’ 
(20th), average $6,800. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-40-55)— 
‘Tomorrow Comes’ (U) and ‘Unex- 
| pected Father’ (U) dual. Given tre- 


/help, but won't beat light $14,000. 
| Last week, ‘Cantain Fury’ (UA) and 
vaude, can thank phenomenal one- 
|'day draw of Rooney-Garland p.a. for 
| 20% of very oke $16,500. 

| Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 25-40)— 
|‘Second Fiddle’ (20th) (2d _ run). 
| Back after nice week at Capitol and | 
| aiming at average $4,000. Last week, 
|‘Mr. Chips’ (M-G) (2d run), swell 
$5,600 for third downtown week. 


'‘Each Dawn’ (WB) and vaude. Cag- | 

d ~de- | $20.000. Last week, Bachelor 
ney and Raft will draw good $15,000. Mother’ (RKO) (24 wk) and ‘Get 


|Last week, ‘Unexpected Father’ (U) 
swept by Grable-Rochester-Masters 
unit to sock $22,500, best week of 


| Away Murder’ (WB), big $11,700 on 
| nine days. 


Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55) 


| Summer. , '_‘Leading Citizen’ (Par) and ‘Million 
ae > (RKO) (1,830; 35-55 )\— Dollar Legs’ (Par) dual. Just an or- 

achelor Mother’ (RKO) (3d wk).|dinary double feature house tem- 
| Will see oke $4,500 for last five days. porarily, and business reflects; $5,500, 
week same pic held to nice $8,-) brutal. Another dualer opened 
000. (15). Last week, ‘Man About Town’ 


Met (WB) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Blondie’ | (par), five-day fourth week with 


| (Col). House has played all this | ‘Magnificent Fraud’ (Par) (2d week) 
series and each one is a little around $5.000 
stronger, Oke $4,000. Last week, RKO (2 872: 30-40-55 )—"Tomorrow 
‘Hell’s Kitchen’ (WB), good $5,500. Comes’ (U) and ‘Unexpected’ (U) 
palace (Loew ) (2,242; 35-55)—! qual. Headed for terrific $15,000 on 
|‘Stanley and Livingstone’ (20th). first stanza Last week, 3achelor 


week, town with solid $17,000. Last | Mother’ (RKO) (2d wk) and ‘Woman 


week, ‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G) (2d wk), Is Judge’ (Col) 10 days, big $11,600. 
| 800d $9,800. State (Loew-Fox) (2,414: 30-40-55- 
} | 75)—"Stanley’ (20th) and ‘Quick Mil- 


|lions’ (20th) dual. Should have no 
‘Taylor-Lamarr Film trouble hitting $18.500, good. Last 
week, ‘Marshal’ (20th) and ‘Miracles* 

| (M-G), very good $12.000. 
$11,000 in Oke Cincy, «2.100; 30- 
‘ 40-55)—‘Marshal’ (20th) and ‘Mira- 
Each Dawn $12,000 cles’ (MG) dual. Not too hot on 

moveover, as $2,100 indicates. Last 
pee | week, ‘Fiddle’ (20th) (2d week) and 
‘Winter’ (UA), okay $3,200. 

, Cincinnati, Aug. 15 Wilshire (F/WC) (2,296: 20-40-55- 
of the four fresh releases sngarchal’ (20th) and ‘Miracles’ 
curren ly are tugging above average (M-G) dual Weak on moveover 
marks and boosting combo takes of | ,... 
downtown houses over last week. Ace | +?! around $3.500 Last week, hold- 

over of ‘Fiddle’ (20th) and ‘Winter 


grosser is ‘Each Dawn’ at the Palace (UA), added okay $4,300 


with the Albee’s ‘Lady of Tropics’ in 

close pursuit. ‘Winter Carnival’ ji 

the week’s b.o. surprise, racking up 

heavy numbers for Keith's. Gates’ (Col), ‘Chasing Danger’ (20th), 
‘Our Leading Citizen’ is a dud at singly. Summer par $1,800. Last 

the Shubert, its second no-dicer in week ‘Wolf Call’ (Mono) and ‘Streets 


two weeks. New York’ (Mono), split, all right 
Of the holdovers ‘Bachelor Mother’ | $1.900. 
is doing a nifty third week's biz at Keith’s (Libson) (1,500: 35-42)— 


the Capitol, encoring on a second 
run, and ‘Four Feathers’ is doing okay 
for the Lyric. 
Estimates fer This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)—‘Lady 
of Tropics’ (M-G). Nice $11,000 for 
Taylor-Lamarr starrer. Last week, 


‘Winter Carnival’ (UA). Svuroprising- 
ly big $6500. Last week ‘Frontier 
Marshal’ (20th), poor $3,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 24-40)—‘Four 
Feathers’ (UA). Transfer from Albee 
for second week, okay $4,000. Same 
Jast week with ‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G) 


(WB), ‘Behind Prison cles for Sale’ (M-G), $3,500, no dice. 
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Us Distribution of Assoc. British Pix 
In Aussie and N. Z. Crimps BEF Deal 


Sydney, July 27. 

Deal between Associated British 
and Universal on Australian and 
New Zealand distribution has cre- 
ated a stir here. It had been thought, 
with the 15% British quota in opera- 
tion, that AB product would revert 
to the original distributors, British 
Empire Films. 

However, according to _ reports, 
Arthur Dent, of AB, refused to make 
a further deal with BEF unless cer- 
tain guarantees were forthcoming, 
plus a better arrangement on cover- 
age. Then, too, Gordon Williams, 
Aussie AB rep, was anxious to make 
a deal with a U.S. unit on a break- 
away from BEF. 

Here McIntyre huddled with Wil- 
liams on distribution angles and 
latter propositioned his London prin- 
cipals, who, in turn, submitted it to 
Joe Seidelman, v.p. in charge of 
W’s foreign sales, who was visiting 
London at the time. Okay was 
forthcoming provided Mayfiower’s 
‘Beachcomber’ (Laughton-Pommer) 
went to Universal. Metro is said to 
have made a bid for this pic on a 
guarantee of $20,000, with Para- 
mount also keen to run this one. 
However, Universal beat the opposi- 
tion, being the first U.S. major dis- 


trib, outside of United Artists, to in- 


clude British pictures on selling 
schedule to home exhibs. Par had 
‘Beachcomber’ distrib rights in the 
U.S. 

‘Beachcomber’ has been reposing 
in the vaults for the past two months 
awaiting a release here. Originally, 
Atlas, a distrib unit run by Richard 
Shafto, had secured the local rights 
of all Mayflower pix. Started off 
with ‘St. Martin’s Lane,’ said to have 
been financially backed by Hoyts, 
but the pic didn’t make out well on 
general release. 

Jnderstood that Atlas couldn’t se- 
cure finance to cover guarantee on 
‘Beachcomber’ to Mayflower. With 
the expiration of the option, Wil- 
liams cancelled the Atlas contract on 
advice from London and swung over 
tc Universal, deal to include for a 


‘Annual Fim Command 
| Show Now Established 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
| An 

‘command performance’ 
the British Cinematograph Trade 
Benefit Fund has been established. 
_First theatrical benefit of this na- 
ture is being held this year in Lon- 
,don on Oct. 18 at the Gaumont 
State, largest theatre in England. 


King George and Queen Elizabeth, 
| royal patrons of the Fund, head a 
committee of prominent theatrical 
and film personalities, of which 
| Mick Hyams, of the Gaumont Super- 
Cinema chain, is chairman. Others 
listed on the committee included 
John Maxwell, 
Max Milder, Jeffrey Bernerd, Sam 
Eckman, Jr., Sir Nigel Bruce, Alex- 
ander Korda, Mark Ostrere, Lt. Com. 
A. W. Jarett. 

Hyams, who is directing the forth- 
coming event has been promised the 
‘cooperation of a number of Amer- 
|ican film, legit and radio stars who 
‘are to make the trip to London for 
| the command performance. While 
on the Coast he consulted Joe Breen 
/of the Hays Organization on final 
selection. 

All major film distributors in 
America and Europe sub- 
mitted lists of available pictures, 
from which the King and Queen 
‘are to select one attraction for the 
occasion, 


NEW SHAW PLAY 


DEBUTS, HELD 


_ Malvern, England, Aug. 15. 
George Bernard Shaw’s latest 


term of years the top product of the 
AB. 


DANIELS-LYONS CLICK 
ON LONDON RETURN 


London, Aug. 15. 
Bebe Daniels and Ben Lyon, just 
returned from their native United 
States, were surefire in their new 
vaudeville offering at the Holborn 
Empire opening last night (Monday). 
Miss Daniels also appeared solo. 


| play, ‘In Good King Charles’ Golden 
| Days,’ is, as the playwright pro- 
grammed, ‘a history lesson in three 
scenes.’ In the Intergarden theatre 
here, the Shaw comedy world- 
preemed Saturday (12), the feature 
of the annual Malvern Festival’s six- 
play program. It is Shaw’s first at- 
tempt at writing about historical 
characters since his ‘St. Joan,’ suc- 
cess of 15 years ago. 

Replete with the witty talk so 
closely associated with Shavian dia- 
‘log, ‘King Charles’ has brought to- 
|gether many characters from his- 


| tory’s annals, namely Sir Isaac New- | 


LONDON DISTRIBS HEAR 
PRIVATE PREVIEW BEEFS 


London, Aug. 7. 
Practice becoming increasingly 
prevalent among distribs here is to 
throw trade viewings of new product 
in their own projection theatres, and 
system is being found by many view- 


‘ers to be not without drawbacks. 


Normally, in the old days, policy 
was to dress the house for these pre- 
views, throwing them in full-size 


annual Royal-Cine Variety | 


in aid of| 
| Fox, however, 


| have several showings a day in the 
| private auditorium, 


A. Bromhead, reaction, 


theatres with capacity audiences. 
As started some while back by 20th- 
new method is to 


with only a 
handful of viewers at each session. 
Idea is now being picked up by 
Paramount and others, and Metro, 
whose new headquarters will be 
ready next year, will have facili- 
ties there for similar presentations. 

Squawk among the viewers is that 
it is unfair to expect them to cor- 
rectly guage the product cold, es- 
pecially after being accustomed 
many years to be guided by audience 


Anglo Distribs Stress 
Patriotism in Pushing 
Piaydates in Aussie 


Melbourne, July 27. 
Patriotic angles are being used to 
urge the Victoria government to in- 


;troduce a 15% compulsory British 
|quota similar to the one operating 


in New South Wales. British dis- 


|trib reps have been huddling re- 


cently with government leaders on a 
quota bid, emphasizing needed loy- 
alty to the mother country. 

The Antip picture men have in 
mind a reciprocal arrangement to 
aid distribution of local films in 
Britain, 


Meet on 15% Quota 
Adelaide, July 27, 

Deputation comprising Fred Dan- 
iells, National Studios; John Evans, 
Cinesound, and Gordon Ellis, British 
Empire, has contacted South Aus- 
tralian Premier Playford regarding 
a 15% British quota. British loyalty 
stressed due to troublous' times 
through which the Empire is pass- 


| ing. 


Martin-ANZT Deal 
Out with Tait’s Return 


Sydney, July 27. 

With the return of E. J. Tait as 
boss of Williamson-Tait, known for 
past 12 months as Australian-New 
Zealand Theatres, deal set between 
Dave Martin and ANZT covering 
the lease of Minerva, Sydney, the- 
atre has been allowed to lapse. 

Martin, after playing ‘Idiot’s De- 
light’ and ‘Black Limelight,’ to little 


success, is sticking in legit. He’s gone 


Vernon and Draper, on the same ton, the fabulous Nell Gwynne, his! solo with ‘Good Morning Bill,’ leads 


bill, also smash. 
The ‘Black and White’ revue, re- 


| mistress; George Fox, the Quaker; 
| the Duke of York, and others. Richly 


being played by Henry Mollison and 
Lina Basquette. Other shows will 


placing Frances Day, who’s tempo- | costumed, the play, however, was | be imported intermittently and Brit- 
rarily out, went over big at the| Senerally considered aimless at the | ish and U. S. players will be cast in 


Hippodrome last night in its bow 
there. 
Sponsored Vaude 


Sponsored vaudeville is to be 
given an experiment in England by 
the J. Walter Thompson ad agency 
and Rinso. Thompson and Rinso’s 
‘Rinso Radio Revue,’ starring Bebe 
Daniels and Ben Lyon, a regular 
air feature for 49 weeks, starts as a 
vaude unit at the Grand theatre. 


Derby, shortly, when extensive 
hook-up will ge made with all) 
local dealers of the soap flake by | 


giving away large quantities of ad- 
mission tickets to dealers as well as 
users. At same time, big ads will 


be taken in local papers, boosting 


show and soap. 

A checkup of extra business done 
by Rinso that week will then 
made, and if it’s found worthwhile, 
show will be sponsored by Rinso for 
a season, 


Similar idea was instituted at the 
Colony, Jersey City, a month ago, 
when a local house furnishings store 
started sponsoring one-weekly five- 
act vaude bills. Store pays for the 
talent, getting in return trailer, 
lobby and stage plugs from the 
house. 


Rosselle Joins Lux 


Sydney, July 27. 
Katrin Rosselle, brought here by 


Australian New Zealand Theatres, | 


now controlled by Williamson-Tait, 
will join the Lux Radio Theatre for 
a show or two. 


be | 


| opening. 


| them. 


Siri 


zky and Gaumont in Merger 
Involving 125 French Cinemas 


Paris, Aug. 15. 

Merger of the Siritzky and Gau- 
mont circuit of theatres in France, 
involving 125 showcases in Paris and 
the provinces, is reported nearing 
completion here. Deal would be one 
of the biggest ever completed in 
France. 

The circuits, largest in France, 
would have as one of their main 
| objects in the merger the desire to 
| cut down competition. 


Deal presently would not call for 
| entrance of the chain into production, 
‘being confined, in addition to the 
| operation of theatres, to the distribu- 
| tion and exhibition of French films. 
| Amalgamation, it’s reported, would 
| have the Siritzkys as the dominating 
force under a proposed single man- 
agement. 

The Siritizkys presently operate 17 
houses in Paris, eight of them top 
showcases, and 37 provincials. Gau- 
mont has 33 theatres here, including 
, six boulevard houses, and 38 cinemas 
in the stix. 

The combo circuit plans to con- 
tinue the Siritzky theatre expansion 
policy by absorbing indies wherever 


| possible and also plans to open show- 
| cases in London to exhibit French 
| pictures. Later, possibly, it would 
enter American distribution. 


‘Dave Burns Denied Alien 
Okay for British Picture 


London, Aug. 7. 

David Burns, due here to play his 
original American gangster role in 
filmization of Barre Lyndon’s play, 
‘They Came by Night,’ which Gains- 
borough is producing for 20th-Fox, 
has been refused an alien permit. 
Part has been changed into cockney 
character, and is being played in- 
stead by Wally Patch. 

Burns also has contract to play in 
revue being produced by Ellison & 
Shaughnessy in the fall, for which, 
also, he won’t be permitted to come 
over from the States. 

Nix of Burns is said to stem from 
complaints by British performers 
that Burns, who had been here for 
three years and had appeared in a 
number of pictures, had forced local 
players out of jobs. 


French Govt. Abolishes Quota Curbs, 
Eases Restrictions on Foreign Films 


Paris, Aug. 15. 


French Film Smuggling Abolition of film quota restrictions, 
Case Given D. C. Brushoff :ermitting an unrestricted number of 


| foreign pix, to be dubbed in French, 
Washinagion, Aus, 16. | to enter France henceforth, was an- 

Charges that French motion pic- nounced last week by the Ministry 
tures were smuggled into this of Commerce. Move erases the gov- 
country through abuse of diplomatic "ernment decree which became effec- 


privileges will be forgotten, follow- | ,. 
ing promises to prevent further of- | tive last June 19, granting a limit of 


fenses, Federal officials indicated 188 dubbed films annually to foreign 

Friday (11). General attitude in’! companies instead of the 94 every six 

diplomatic circles that the matter | months as previously. 

was of mote-hill proportions and N d ; 

did not deserve the attention paid ew decree was brought about 
mostly through the efforts of French 


by the daily press. 
Findings of New York Federal producers, originally behind the 
quota system, who had been unable 


grand jury were put in the bygones | 
!to get dubbing visas since American 


class, with observation that the of- 

fense had been admitted several 

months ago by French authorities | distribs cornered nearly all. 

who promised to hand out appro-|; Under the former law, U. S. pro- 


priate punishment to tariff dodgers. 
The State Department was very re- 
luctant to discuss the matter, while 
all other Government agencies 
dodged questions entirely because of 


| ducers were able to export 150 out of 
the 188 foreign imports permitted. 
French producers now plan to sell 
‘complete programs to. exhibitors, 
These would include dubbed Ameri- 


the international angles. 

Disposition to forget the incident | 
was based partly on the fact that the | 
smuggled reels were not intended 
for commercial exhibition in this | 
country and were not of feature 
calibre. If the infraction had in- 
volved a scheme to make money by 
slipping through the customs, the at- 
titude of the U. S. might have been 
different, it was believed. 


can films and indie productions they 
might buy in the U. S. With a more 
plentiful supply of product to distrib- 
ute, French producers see a chance 
to cut in on profits presently being 
garnered by American distributors. 
The French government favored 
passage of the new decree on the 
ground that abolition of the quota 
would enable the home industry to 
sell more French product abroad on 


FRENCH-REICH 


FREER FILM 
TRADE PACT 


Paris, Aug. 15. 

A new trade pact between the 
German and French film industries 
has been sealed. Agreement remains 
effective until July 30, 1940, and pro- 
vides for trade without restrictions. 

New arrangement is reported to 
have been most favorable to the 
German industry, since Geman pic- 
tures have received little showing 
here and new arrangement ups their 
French imports greatly. 


NATIVE VENEZUELAN 
FILM PRODUCTION UP 


The Venezuela Cinematografica, 
at Caracas, Venezuela, which re- 
cently purchased $100,000 worth of 
new equipment in this country, is 
nearing completion on its second 
picture, ‘Carambola,’ directed by 
Finy Veracoechea, and a third story 
is being written for filming in the 
near future. 

Initial production of the company, 
made wholly with Venezuelan tal- 
ent, was ‘El Rompimiento.’ It was 
the first ever made 
Venezuelean artists and technicians. 


Bettinson’s Hollywood 


Actors for England 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Ralph Bettinson, local representa- 
tive for Pathe, Ltd., of England, is 


lining up Hollywood players for 
three more pictures to be shot 
abroad by Rialto Productions, 
Pathe’s producing outfit. Bruce 


Cabot is now starring in the com- 
pany’s ‘Traitor Spy.’ 

Bettinson is making his headquar- 
ters at Monogram studio, 


GIRAUDOUX NAMED 


Playwright Selected by French Govt. 
to Head Propaganda Bureau 


Paris, Aug. 7. 

The French government has cre- 
ated a propaganda ministry and 
placed at its head Jean Giraudoux, 
playwright, poet and novelist. 

Giraudoux appointed Commission- 
er General of Information, post simi- 
lar to those held by Dino Alfieri and 
Dr. Joseph Goebbels in Italy and 
Germany, respectively. 


an exchange basis; also, that lifting 
all restrictions would eliminate fric- 
tion among other nations caused by 
low allocation of visas. 

The new act, it’s further believed, 
will act as a stabilizer. Heretofore 
all visas were absorbed by distrib- 
utors on the first day of each new 
period. This resulted in the dubbing 
of many inferior pictures that were 
never released, leaving the last quota 
period high and dry without any 
good pictures available. 


PICK 8 U. S. FILMS 
FOR CANNES FESTIVAL 


Paris, Aug. 15. 

Approximately 12 American fea- 
tures will be shown at the first In- 
ternational Film Festival to be held 
in Cannes, starting Sept. 1. Eight 
have already been selected. They 
are: 

‘Only Angels Have Wings’ (Col), 
‘Wizard of Oz’ (M-G), ‘Union Pa- 
cific?’ (Par), ‘Stanley and Living- 
stone’ (20th), ‘Bachelor Mother’ 
(RKO), ‘Each Dawn I Die’ (WB), 
‘They Shall Have Music’ (UA), ‘3 
Smart Girls Grow Up’ (U). 


‘Paris-N. Y.’ French Prod. 
Troupe Here and Back 


A group of French film actors and 


entirely by | 


technicians arrived in New York on 
Monday (14) for filming of scenes 
in New York and at.the World's 
Fair. Scenes for a forthcoming pic- 
ture were also shot on board ship, 
the Normandie. Troupe is making a 
quick turnabout and sails back to 
France today (Wed.). 

Headed by the producer, Yves Mi- 
rande, party filming location scenes 
for the production ‘Paris-New York’, 
included Eric von Stroheim, Simone 
Berriaud, Andre Lefaur, Michel 
Simon, Claude Dauphin, Rosine 
Derene and Lise Courbet. 


Lord-Keith ‘Daughter’ 
Nicks Aussie Mgr. Plenty 


Melbourne, July 27. 

Poor b.o. for ‘Yes, My Darling 
Daughter,” with Pauline Lord and 
Ian Keith, has set Williamson-Tait 
back heavily. Miss Lord and Keith 
were booked by Ernest C. Rolls for 
Australian-New Zealand Theatres 
last year. With the take over of 
ANZ¥ by Williamson-Tait a few 
weeks ago, E. J. Tait, chairman of 
directors, decided to go ahead with 
legit obligations of former ANZT 
execs. 

Miss Lord is returning to the US. 
while Keith stays for other W-T 
legit shows. Following ‘Daughter,’ 
the two were to do ‘Robert's Wife’ 
but it’s presumed another femme 
star will be spotted. 
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makes a lucky seventh for the six 


DEAD END KIDS 


wth RONALD REAGAN 
BONITA GRANVILLE: FRANKIE THOMAS: HENRY O’NEILL 
EDUARDO CIANNELLI - Directed by RAY ENRIGHT 


Screen Play by Michael Fessier, Niven Busch and Robert Buckner * From an Idea by Jonathan Finn « A First National Picture 


Watch what a difference a little extra ‘oomph’ will make in your campaign! 
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THE WIZARD OF OZ 


(WITH MUSIC; IN COLOR) 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Mervyn 
T.eRoy production. Features Judy Garland, 
Frank Morgan, Ray Bolger, Bert Lahr, 
Jack Haley, Billie Burke. Directed by 
Victor Fleming. Screenplay by Noel Lang- 
ley, Florence Ryerson and Edgar Allan 
Woolf; adapted by Noel Langley from book 
by L. Frank Baum. Musical adaptation by 


Herbert Stothart; songs, E. Y. Harburg, 
Harold Arlen: musical numbers staged by | 
Bobby Connolly; camera, Harold Rosson 


Blanche Sewell. 


Room (N._ Y.), 
100 MINS. 


and Allen Davey; 
Previewed in Projection 
Aug 9, °39. Running time, 


editor, 


Morgaret Hamilton 


WNCIO Charley Grapewin 
Munchkins.............The Singer Midgets 


‘The Wizard of Oz,’ which springs | 
from Metro’s golden bowl (produc- 
tion cost is reported close to $3,000,- | 
000), is likely to perform some rec- | 
ord-breaking feats of boxoffice | 


magic. Given a sufficient period of 
pre-release showings in_ selected 
major spots, favorable word-of- 


mouth on the unique and highly en- 
tertaining features of the film should | 
spread rapidly. It’s a pushover for 
the children and family biz. 


There’s an audience for ‘Oz’ 
wherever there's a projection ma- 
chine and a= screen. Frank | 
Baum’s story is an American fairy | 
tale, a nursery saga of nearly 40 
years. It comes to the films already 
tested as a fine piece of theatrical 
property. Older theatregoers re- | 
member the musical comedy version, 
in which Dave Montgomery, Fred | 
Stone and Anna Lauevhlin played 
for several years up and down and 
across the land. It’s a mixture of 
childish fantasy and adult satire and 
humor of a kind that never seems 
to grow old. 


of Hollywood in the past few years | 
to approximate the lavish scale of | 
this filmusical extravaganza, in the 
making of which the ingenuity and | 
inventiveness of technical forces | 
were employed without stint of ef- ' 
fort or cost. Except for opening and 
closing stretches of prolog and epi- 
log, which are visioned ih a rich 
sepia, the greater portion of the film 
is in Technicolor. Some of the 
scenic passages are so beautiful in 
design and composition as to stir 
audiences by their sheer unfold- 
ment. 

Whether ‘Oz’ will pay out on its 
heavy production investment is use- 
less speculation, wholly dependent 
upon the breadth of its appeal and 
the effective showmanship of its han- 
dling. Fantasies and fairy stories 
are way out of the groove of run-of- 
the-mill film entertainment. ‘Snow 
White’ reached the peaks of com- 
mercial success and drew to thea- 
tres a vast casual public which sky- 
rocketed receipts. In some respects. | 
“Oz’ possesses the same qualities of 
technical perfection and story ap- 
peal. At populai prices it’s a bar- 
gain package for ee and ear. 

Such liberties that have been 
taken with the original story by 
Noel Langley, Florence Ryerson and 
Edgar Allan Woolf have vested the 
yarn with constructive dramatic 
values. Identification of characters 
is easily followed, despite trans- 
formation of humans into imagina- 
tive hybrids. Underlying theme of 
conquest of fear is subtly thrust | 
through the action. Fairy stories | 
must teach simple truths. ‘Oz’ has | 
a message well timed to eurrent 
events. 

What is on the screen is an ad- 
venture story about a small girl who 
lives on a Kansas farm. which un- | 
fortunately is in the nath of a mid- | 
summer tornado. She and her dog, | 
Toto, are caught in the twister and | 
whisked into an eerie land of her | 
own imagination in which she en- | 
counters strange beings, good and 
evil fairies, and prototypes of some 
of the adults who comprised her 
farm world. Then ensues the long 
trek to the mighty wizard’s castle. 
where she and her companions, the 
Scarecrow, the Tin Woodman and 
the Cowardly Lion, each seeks ful- 
fillment of desire. Dorothy wishes 
only to return home. The plot is as 
thin as all that. 

In the playing of it, however, Judy 
Garland as the little girl is an ap- 
pealing figure as the wandering 
waif. Her companions are Rav Bol- 
ger, as the Scarecrow; Jack Haley, 
as the Woodman, and Bert Lahr, as 
the cringing lion. Frank Morgan 
appears in sundry roles as the 
wizard. and the good and evil fairies 
are Billie Burke and Margaret Ham- 
ilton. 

Rehind the scenes are Mervyn 
LeRoy, in the role of producer, and 
Victor Fleming, director. These two, 
with the assistance of Harold Ros- 
son, cameraman, and.a host of tech- 
nical assistants, carry the load of 
production responsibility. Of the 
half-dozen musical numbers by E. Y. 
Harburg and Harold Arlen, ‘Over 
the Rainbow’ already is prominent 
on the air. ‘We're Off to See the 
Wizard’ also is a lively tune. 

Film presents an ever-changing 
panorama of scenic vesture. of which 
the village of the Munchkins is per- 
haps the most elaborate. Novelty is 
supplied in this seguence by appear- 
ance of Singer’s Midgets in gro- 
tesque__ attire. Bobby Connolly 


|interwoven, while men will go for 
>a the action angle. Overall it carries a 
Nothing comparable has come out generally even pace in its unfolding, 


, works on the boy to continue fight- 


i title role with 


= 


staged the musical numbers, which | 
are gay and bright. 

‘Oz’ is aimed for the masses and 
will require heavy advance buildup 
in all spots and out of routine ap- 
proach. Flin, 


GOLDEN BOY 
Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Columbia release of William 
production, Barbara 


Adolphe Menjou, William Holden, 
by Rouben Mamoulian. 


Perlberg 
Stanwyck, | 
Directed 
H Screenplay, Lewis 
Meltzer, Daniel Taradash, Sarah Y. Mason, 


Stars 


Victor Heerman, based on play by Clifford } 
Odets; ass't director, Eugene Anderson; | 
editor, Otto Meyer; camera, Nick Musuraca 
and Karl Freund; music, M. W. Stoloff, | 
Previewed at Pantages, Aug. 14, '39. Run- | 
| nig time, 98 MINS, ; 
LOTRE 60 Barbara Stanwyck 
Mr. lee J. Cobb ! 
Eddie Caileia 
Levene | 
| Roxy Lewis....++.ee6...-Edward S. Brophy | 
Mr. Carp. cece William Strauss | 
BOrmed, . Don Beddoe 
i 
Columbia’s ‘Golden Boy,’ cleans, ' 


reblocks and refurbishes the Clifford | 
Odets-Group Theatre play, elimi- 
nates several characters, substantial- 
ly strengthens the romantic and 
human elements, and provides a | 
happy ending with that revamping. ! 
Piece emerges as strong entertain- 
ment for general audience appeal. 
Picture will groove profitably in the 
key de luxers, generating favorable | 
word-of-mouth for biz buildup, and | 


will hit healthy stride in subse- | 
quents, 
Barbara Stanwyck and Adolphe 


Menjou are satisfactory marq ee at- 
tractors, with a film newcomer, Wil- 
liam Holden, uncovered as potential 
starring timber in his first shot. Dis- 
playing fine blend of drama, action, 
romance and human appeal, picture 
mixes them neatly to provide dandy 
entertainment. Fight background is 
only incidental to the main elements 
of the story as set up here. Femme 
appeal, thus, is strong in the per- 
suasive and engrossing love story 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Wizard of Oz’ (M-G). Filmu- 
sical in color, produced on lave 
ish scale. Smart showmanship 
will carry it to big grosses. 

‘Golden Boy’ (Col). Surefire 
filmization of stage hit. New- 
comer William Holden highly 
impressive. 

‘Dust Be My Destiny’ (WB). 
John Garfield and Priscilla Lane 
co-starred in crime’ meller, 
Strong programmer. 

‘When Tomorrow Comes’ (U). 
Romantic drama starring Irene 
Dunne and Charles Boyer 
strong b.o. 

‘Quick Millions’ (20th). Jones 
Family adventure with a gold 
mine legacy. Elemental slapstick 
comedy for the family trade. 

‘Miracles For Sale’ (M-G). 
Unexciting whodunit, only fair 
b.o. prospect. 

‘Shipyard Sally’ (20th). One 
of Gracie Fields’ best. An Eng- 
lish-made. 

‘Man from Sundown’ (Col). 
Charles Starrett western of av- 
erage worth. 

‘Bad Lands’ (RKO). Cactus 
country meller with an all-male 
cast. As a western, fair enough, 

‘Panama Patrol’ (GN). Pro- 
grammer about army intelli- 
gence and espionage that will do 
pretty well. 

‘Daughter of the Tong’ (Met). 
Poorly made G-man_ meller. 
Market will be very limited. 

‘Port of Hate’ (Met). Poorly 
made indie, only for unimpor- 
tant bookings. 

‘New ‘Frontier (Rep). Medi- 
ocre westerner, for the duals. 
Features the ‘Three Mesquiteers.’ 


j 
| 


studded with numerous sock dra- 
matic scenes that are emotional high 
spots. 


'suspense in overall content to carry 
through as a 
Where starring combo of John Gar- 
field and Priscilla Lane, 


strong programmer. 


romantic 


Holden is the sensitive youth who team of ‘Four Daughters’ and ‘Daugh- 


shelves his violin for quick ring 
coin against his father’s wishes. 
Hooking up with an impecunious 
manager (Menjou) he makes rapid | 


; ters’ 
cient following, 
that much more. 

Although story is overlong and ep- | 


Courageous,’ have built suffi- 
picture will mean 


rise, but when the novelty wears | isodic, these deficiencies are partially 


off he finds his inner conscience dic- 
tating his return to the violin. Miss 
Stanwyck, as Menjou’s sweetheart, 


ing for fame and money, and eggs 
him on to the declaration he will not 
stop until he becomes champ. Pair 


overcome by excellent performances 
of Garfield and Miss Lane. 
has a role particularly tailored to 
general 
trayals, and which will enhance his 
popularity. 
ly sincere throughout, with several 


Garfield 
typing of recent film por- 


Miss Lane is competent- 


fall in love, and when girl sees his | dramatic scenes rising far above the 


home life and comprehends 
father’s and boy’s love for music, she | 
then tries to persuade him give up 
fighting. Racketeering gangster Cal- 


covers plenty of territory. 
cynically hardened by prison stretch 


the | material: provided. 


episodic unfolding, 


Story in its 
Garfield, 


leia moves in to assume fighter’s con- | for crime he did not commit, is later 


tract for betting manipulations. Dis- 
illusioned, the girl agrees to marry 
Menjou. After Holden knocks out 
and kills his opponent in a fight, 
he discards the gloves, reuniting the 


musical love. 


first in love with Menjou, but later 


picked up as a vag in a southern 


town and sentenced to the count 


workfarm. There he falls in love wit 

Miss Lane, and after fight with lat- 
ter’s stepfather, pair light out on a 
boy, girl and father in the youth’s | freight. 


Married, they discover the 


__ |stepfather has died, and Garfield is 
Miss Stanwyck is standout as girl, | hunted for murder. 


From there it’s 


a continual flight from the pursuing 


the guiding influence setting Holden | law, until the wife gives up Garfield 


on the right path. Her performance | to stand trial. 


Natural climax is ac- 


does much to provide a sincere ring | quittal, so the couple can peacefully 


to the picture. Menjou is excellent | 


| 


hang their hats in a permanent home 


as the fight manager, with Edward | for happiness. 


Brophy, his assistant, 


effective in | 
comedy moments. 


Yarn is slow in generating interest, 


Sam _ Levene | and rather static in several spots, but 


sparkles with witty characterization |there are other dramatic high spots 


as the taxi driver 
originally on the 
(Jules) Garfield). 

stage cast, switches his role in the 
film to that of the boy’s father and | 
gives a sincerely capable portrayal 

for sympathy and understanding of 

audience. Calleia is slightly over- 

sketched as the mobster, likely due 

to directorial shading of part. 
ers are fine in supporting roles. 

Holden carries the burden of the 

impressiveness and 

ability. Capable and personabie for | 
screen purposes, he looks like a solid | 
and lasting juvenile find. Direction | 
is a fine job throughout, accentuat- | 
ing character motivations and dra- | 
matic situations. Fight is briefly suf- | 
ficient, exciting and swift in unreel- | 
ing. Intercuts of individual reac- 
tions in ringside crowd are excellent 
touches. Picture is given advantages 
of topnotch production in every de- 
partment. 


DUST BE MY DESTINY 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 
Warner Bros release of Louis KEdel- 
man (First National) production; executive 
producer Hal B. Wallis, Stars John Gare 
field and Priscilla Lane. Directed by Lewis 
Seiler. Screenplay by Robert Rossen: from 


novel by Jerome Odlum; dialog director, 
Irving Rapper; camera, James Wong Howe; 
editor, Warren Low: asst. director, Wil- 
liam Kissell. 
Aug. 11, 


Previewed at WB Hollywood, 
Running time, 


88 MINS, 


John Garfield 
Lane 
Hale 
Hank Billy Halop 
POP. Charley Grapewin 
eceeee- stanley Ridges 
.. Moroni Olsen |! 


Slim Jones 
Doc Saunders 


Delicatessen Prop..ccccesesses Ferike Boros 
Venetti eee...Marc Lawrence | 
eee-- Arthur Aylesworth 


‘Dust Be My Destiny’ is a criminal 
melodrama, with sufficient action and 


| Joseph A. McDonough. 


(part handled |tg make it acceptable on the whole. 
stage by John | Lewis Seiler’s direction helps mate- 
Lee Cobb, of the | rially to bolster interest despite the 
|overlong script. 


Cast is generously sprinkled with 
able performers who contribute in- 
teresting support to the principals. 
Alan Hale as an editor, Henry Ar- 
metta as a restaurant owner, Charley 


Oth- Grapewin as a brakeman, and Moroni 


Olsen as defense attorney, are most 
prominent. 


When Tomorrow Comes 
Hollywood, Aug. 10. 


Tniversal release of John M, Stahl pro- 
duction, Stars Irene Dunne and Charles 
Bover. Directed by John M. Stahl. Screen- 
| play by Dwight Taylor, based on story by 
James M. Cain; camera, John J. Mescall; 
editor, Milton Carruth; asst. director, 


Previewed at 
tages, Running time, 90 
MINS, 
Helen 


Philip Andre Chagal.. 
M i 


Aug. 10, 


.Irene Dunne 
.Charles Boyer 
tarbara O'Neil 


Holden w Stevens 
Mre. Nella Walker 
PMO .. sees Greta Meyer 
Vicar. C. Bradley 

‘When Tomorrow Comes’ is a 


persuasive love’ story, decidedly 
human in texture, and displaying 
skiliful direction by John M. Stahl. 
It carries hefty appeal to women but, 
in steering clear of sophisticated 


tainment for general audiences. Pic- 
ture is a strong box office attrac- 


/tion: enhanced by marquee strength 


of the co-starring duo of Irene 
Dunne and Charles Boyer. Pair’s 
click in ‘Love Affair’ is still fresh to 
impetus for the 
profit side, 

‘When Tomorrow Comes’ is slight- 
ly reminiscent of ‘Back Street’ which 
Stahl directed several years ago 


| (also with Miss Dunne starred). But 


in this instance. the romantic drama 
is set up as a sincere love affair on 


scatterbrain 


a high plane, with the girl refusing 
to live in the shadows of a mans 
life. It’s a switch on regular for- 
mula, generating added sympathy 
for the infatuated pair. 

Story is simple and_understand- 
‘ing in its unwinding. Miss Dunne is 
a waitress in a chain eatery, when 
Boyer appears as a customer. Mutual 
attraction finds them in love, and 
when the girl becomes the pivotal 
figure in a strike vote, he displays 
a card in the musicians’ union to be- 
come an immediate sympathizer, 

Boyer dates the girl for a trip to 
Long Island: both are buoyantly 
happy during an afternoon sail, but 
Miss Dunne becomes confused when 
she discovers he is a famous pianist 
—and married. Insisting on return- 
ing to New York, despite a bad 
storm, couple get caught in a hurri- 
cane and seek refuge in the organ- 
loft of a rural church. After being 
rescued, Miss Dunne learns that the 
wife, Barbara O'Neil, is periodically 
demented due to loss of a child sev- 
eral years before. Sensing her hus- 
band’s love for Miss Dunne, she con- 
fronts the latter with her helpless- 
ness, and declares she will share his 
love with no one. Sympathetic to 
the wife’s condition, Miss Dunne 
sends Boyer away, with pact she 
will be waiting when he returns. 

Plot is rather slow in getting un- 
der way, with extended footage used 
in the restaurant and strike se- 
quences. But when the love affair 


rolling, Stahl pilots the romantic 
drama with the skill and craftsman- 
ship that have given him top recog- 
nition for this type of production. 
Miss Dunne and Boyer are ideally 
teamed to provide a sincere and un- 


derstanding romance, despite the 
obstacles presented for a happy 
clinch at the conclusion. At that, 


it’s not an unhappy ending. Pic- 
ture leaves the feeling that the sin- 
cere love of the pair will not be cir- 
cumvented, and that a silver lining 
is in the offing. 

Barbara O'Neil's characterization 
of the wife is one of the most im- 
pressive screen performances. A 
difficult portrayal in properly shad- 
ing the sane and unstable moments. 
Miss O’Neil reaches a high peak in 
a single scene when she pleads with 
Miss D* .ne to give up the love for 
her husband. Nydia Westman pro- 
vides some light moments early as 
waitress, while Ons- 


low Stevens is a vigorous labor or- | 


ganizer. Fritz Feld is okay as the 
butler. 
Picture is a director’s achieve- 


between Miss Dunne and Boyer gets | 


MIRACLES FOR SALE 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer production and 


lease, Features Robert Young, Florence 
Rice. Directed by Tod Browning. Adapted 
by Harry Ruskin, Marion Parsonnet, Janis 


| Edward Grant, from book by Clayton Rawe 
| son; camera, Charles Lawton. At Critevic 
| N. Y.. week Aug. 9, '39 Runnting time, 
30 MINS. 
Michael Morgan. 
Judy 
Dad Morgan. 


Robert Young 
Mlorence Rice 
Prank Craven 


| Dave Duvallo..ceccscceccecess.- Henry Hull 
Inspector Cliff Clark 
Mrs. Zelma La Claire....... Astrid) Allwyn 
Colonel Watrous...... .Walter Kingsford 
Doctor Worlock 
Madame Rapport........ ...4iloria Holden 
QUIAND William Deinarese 

This whodunit has some back- 


ground color that tickles the imag- 
ination, but beyond that there isn't 
much to excite the customers. What 
little comedy there is meanders 
through the proceedings and is well 
handled, with result that even though 
the film runs thin in dramatic sock 
and mystery elements, it manages to 
leave a pleasant impression. The 
plot stumbles over itself most of the 
time and the solution is anything but 


clear, although director Tod Brown- 
ing does succeed in keeping the nar- 
rative nicely paced and the mood in- 
terestingly pitched throughout. 

‘Miracles for Sale’ tees off from a 
story concept that implies rich im- 
|aginative possibilities, but it isn't 
| long before the plot bogs down and 
the identity of the culprit becomes 
obvious. The charade involves, for 
the most part, gentry who make a 
business of magic, illusion, mental 
telepathy and demonology. Two of 
these, a card prestidigitator and a dip- 
per into the occult, are bumped off 
and the major phase of the mystery’s 
action has to do with the efforts of a 
builder of illusion and magic para- 
phernalia (Robert Young) to save the 
ingenue (Florence Rice) from be- 
coming the third victim. 

Most of the diverting moments de- 
rive from the business tipoff stuff. 
Young not only reveals the gimmicks 
of the illusions that clutter up his 
shop, but discloses the mechanical 
devices that some mental telepathy 
performers use. There is also a ges- 
ture toward exposing the spiritual- 
ism thing, with one scene showing 
how ectoplasm can be produced dur- 
ing a seance. 

Young’s sprightly personality fits 
in patly with the role. Florence Rice 
hits it off effectively as a terror- 


ment, with Stahl moulding obvious 
situations with new twists to give | 
them freshness and interest. Ut-| 
most in production investiture has | 
been provided, with scenes 
process background shots of hurri- 
cane devastation particularly effec- 
tive, 


QUICK MILLIONS 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
20th-Fox release of Jolin Stone produce 
tion. Features Jones Family. 


Directed by 
Mal St. Clair. Screenplay by Joseph Hoffe 
man and Stanley Rauh, original by Hoff- 


man and Buster Keaton, based on charac- 

ters created by Katharine Kavanaugh: 

camera, Lucien Andriot; editor, Harry 

Reynolds. Previewed at Uptown Aug. 7, 

Running time, 61 MINS, 

Mrs. John Byington 

Jack Jones........6 MmOn Howell 

Roger Jones...... oeorke Ernest 

Lucy Carlson 

Henry (‘Beaver’) Howard..... Eddie Collins 

Daisy Landers...............Helen Ericson 

Tommy McGuire..........Marvin Stephens 

Pete (Professor)...........- John TT. Murray | 


Floyd (‘Bat’) Douglas...Horace MacMahon | 


| 


| Arizona. 


Latest adventure of the Jones 
Family goes in for more broad and 
slapstick comedy gags than its pre- 
decessors. Result is an acceptable | 
comedy supporter for the duals, 
aiming at the family trade in the 
secondary houses. 

Story is only a light pattern on 
which to hand the mirthful adven- 
tures of the large from a 
small midwestern town. Arriving 
home from Hollywood, Jones finds a 
wire stating he has to immediately 
claim a goldmine left by an uncle in 
Family drive furiously to | 
the fortune rainbow. From there to 
finish, it’s series of episodes loosely 
tied together, with drama included | 
through a brush with a robber gang | 
using the miner cabin as a hideout 
from the law. The mine proves a 


} 
| 


family 


| dud, but Jones gets a reward for cap- 


turing the crooks. 

Picture opens at a fast clip, and/ 
maintains a speedy tempo to the fin- 
ish. It’s a showcase for Eddie Col- 
lins to handle some old and new 
ags for laughs, and the comedian 
pitches them across with hoke de- 
livery that will go over with the 


family audiences. Jed Prouty, as 
head of the Jones menage, carries 
second comedy interest. 


Mal St. Clair directs with zip, re- 
furbishing some old silent gags and 
Situations to make them most ac- 
ceptable in the setup. He apparent- 
ly was aided in digging into the bag 
of gags by Buster Keaton, co-cred- 
ited with Joe Hoffman for the orig- 
inal story. This is Keaton’s first 
story credit in years, but shows that 
many of the oldtime comedy situa- 
tions are still good when spotted 
properly. 


| hick routine for a fair 


| Fields’ best films. 


| stricken maid, while Gloria Holden's 


starry-eyed spiritualist meets with 
the popular conception of her tvpe. 
As Young’s father on his first visit to 
New York, Frank Craven does the 
amount of 
laughs. Cliff Clark follows the screen 
pattern of the dead-pan sleuth close- 
ly; Henry Hull proves apt as a man 
of many faces and footlights trick- 


| ster, while Lee Bowman puts the re- 
| quired amount of emoting in the part 
'of the 


telepathist who is being 
crossed by his wife-partner (Astrid 
Allwyn) and a demonologist (Fred- 
erick Worlock). Odec. 


SHIPYARD SALLY 


(With Songs) 
(BRITISH-MADE) 


London, Aug. 5 


2th-Fox production and release. Stirs 
Gracie Fields. Directed by Monty Banks. 
Screenplay, Karl Tunberg, Don Eitlinger; 
camera, Otto Kanturek. At Tivoli, Londen, 
Running time, 80 MINS, 
Sally Fitzgerald. Gracie Fields 
Lord Morton Selten 
PEATICIA. Nori: Varden 
Linda Me ruire 
Sir John Treacher.......... Richard Cooper 


‘Shipyard Sally’ is one of Gracie 
It provides plaus- 
ible excuses for her to sing and 
dance, innumerable opportunities for 


| her inimitable comedy, and sufficient 
| story for the introduction of emo- 


tional sequences. 

An impressive production and in- 
telligent direction of a well-written 
script, with serviceable supporting 
cast, combine for certain success in 
this country, especially in the prov- 


| inces, and better than an even chance 


in the U. S. 

Miss Fields plays a music hall turn, 
Her lovable, but irresponsible, father 
takes his daughter’s meagre savings 


and buys a pub (saloon) near the 
shipyards. She soon discovers he 
has been bilked, but proceeds to 


make the best of it. Disaster follows 
quickly when the shipbuilding in- 
dustry closes down and the entire 
community is on the dole. She sug- 
gests the men march to London and 
demand a resumption of employ- 
ment, but they protest they would 
starve enroute. It’s decided she'll 
present a petition signed by all to 
Lord Randall, head of the shipbuild- 
ing commission. 

Unable to secure an audience with 
his lordship at his office, she and her 
father go to his home, but on being 
turned away are met by an English 
torch singer who mistakes them for 
the titled people and says she’s un- 
able to sing at their party that night 
because of laryngitis. Miss Fields 
decides to impersonate her, and this 
results in numerous farcical situa- 
tions that could be improved by a 
little more cutting. By a series of 
fortuitous incidents her mission 3s 


(Continued on page 16) 


' 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
passages, also provides strong enter- | | 
i VICtOr Kilian 
| | 
| 
i } 
} 
| 
| 
4 
, 


Wednesday, August 16, 1939 
VARIETY 


wood, Aug. 9 
In “‘Lady of the Tropics, * Hedy Lamarr nee beyond any possible 
most starting beauty ever tor each the screen - » - Per- 

"tovelin ness of Hedy, but 


tch the compelling 
Certainly, there is no girl in 


haps there have 
mark me do e of the ‘joubters 
Hollywood who can top oF even tie The aes 
* 
on top of * *Algiers,”” proves positively 


of the Trop ies,’” comi ng 
ever have been ny one so pho togenic as Hedy. 


Director Jack Co mway, Hecht Cameraman George Folsey 
n “Lady of the Tropics’ - In every Way» this picture 
n Hollyw - . Conway § got it and di 
n, did a mag- 


can take 4 low 
d been Joan Crawford's camera 
agefinite lines, 


: was the most u 
a grand job. Folsey; who 
nificent job o of fotography : - . Hecht’s script limited to cer 
was just W what the studio wanted. 
with faint pra aise. ++ 


after “Algiers,” Was condemned 
ous, but it_was believed t that her lack of 
In this third pic- 


Miss Lamarr, 
Nobody disputed that she was gorge 
tress wou uid wash up 
and scenes wi 


as an a 
ture, Hedy wins the last laugh, h, because she 
the assurance of a trouper --- Her acting has improv inenendously 
about the country -side 


3 would have gone a 
ut this js 
d Vine. 


"In the old day 
singing about this ays rel knockout drop - 
gets only the distinction © te column, ‘filed from Sunset an 


THIS M.G-.M 
SUMMER! 


ROBERT TAY 
LOR 
HEDY LAMARR 


“1 ADY OF 


Directed b 
by Jack Conway 
Sam Zimbolist + Screen Ploy canines 
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SHIPYARD SALLY 


(Continued from page 14) 
€ncompassed and she returns to her 
pub as the idol of the people. 

Miss Fields’ specialties are surefire. 
Finale shows her singing ‘Land of 
Hope and Glory’ against a changing 
background of busy workmen in 
shipyards, with the unfurling of the 


| 
| 


| 


Union Jack as she reaches the con- | 
cluding bars. This fiag-waving is ar- | 
Yistically designed for a tugging at 


the heartstrings and cannot fai], par- 
ticularly here. Jolo. 


The Man From Sundown 


(WITH SONGS) 

Columbia preduction and release. Stars 
@harles Starrett; features Iris Meredith, 
Richard Fiske. Directed by Sam Nelson, 
Siery and adaptation, Paul Franklin: pho- 
tography, Benjamin Kline; editor, William 
lyon; songs, Bob Nolan and Tim Spencer. 


At Central, N. Y., dual, week Aug. 11, ‘39. 
Running time, 58 MINS 

Pat Brady 
Capt Prescott bert Fiske 
Sheriff? Wiles Peil, Sr. 
Rat. Horton 


Sons of the Pioneers 


A stock western which makes room 
in a somewhat clumsy manner for | 
several songs of 


done by cowhand characters. There | 


is a little too much of it, interference | nically the thriller is A-1. 


being created. Otherwise, the hoss 
opera stands up fairly well, although | 
the story is strictly formula and the, 
usual liberties are taken. Charles | 
Starrett is pretty well established in 
the saddle by now, and his latest ef-, 
fort will no doubt keep him intact, 
with his followers. 


A decided weakness is Iris Mere- , 
dith, a frail femme type who just) 


must be around the boys all the time | melodramatic manner. At times the man, Harry Harvey and_ Budd 
when men’s work is to be done. The! picture drags, but it always main- | Buster. Char, 
romance is stereotyped, as in most) the suspense well, with consid- | 
cases, but someone stronger than, erable menace worked up. 
Miss Meredith would help where} Now and then too much detail is | PORT OF HATE | 
Starrett has to have a girl friend. -.j; given to deciphering of codes and} yytropotitan production and release. Fea- 
An overload of hard riding is in-| other action, although it ali is fairly | tures Potty Ann Young, Kenneth Harlan. 
dulged, including a race between| interesting. Story contains dialog | Directed by Harry S, Webb. Story, For- | 
Miss Meredith and the heavy, Alan/that is quite to the point, however, | rest Sheldon; adaptation, Joe O'Donnell; 
Bridge, which seems that it will never} There is no comedy relief—a_ mis- | Boy Johns. At Central week 
end. While it fits for the purposes | take. 
of the plot, it otherwise has no rea- An interpreter in the army intelli- 
son for being staged. In the action | gence office, who is behind the es- | pon Cameron............. ..Carleton Young 
column is a swell saloon fight. It is | pionage, is played sirongly by Ab- ty errr Shia Jung 
better directed and carriec out than | |ner Biberman. He is an Or iental | Hammond........... Hz .....Monte Blue 
most. who is given the cast name of John- ys 
Story concerns the efforts of Texas| son. Another member of the troupe | Qone 
rangers to ferret out a gang leader | playing an Oriental is Adrienne | Lathrop. Bruce Dane 
who bumps off everyone who has|Ames. She doesn’t look Oriental | Wing Hi................. ..e- Edward Cecil | 
seen him in action, so that they can’t | j}enough. John E. Smart is excellent 


jestify against him. However, he 


| properly booked and spotted, 


sagebrush flavor,’ ]yn Warner), 


Office. 


tals, who are doing spy work con- 
cerning 
rounded up in a rather effectively 


being 
for the lower half 
Picture similar 


suitable largely 


of double bills. is 


'to one which Grand National made 
| last year, 


‘Cipher Bureau.’ 
The producer, Fine Arts (Frank- | 
has given polish to a 
story that is not unusual, but tech- 
Photog- 
‘raphy is particularly good and the 
settings are up to major standards. 

Cast is satisfactory, headed by 
Leon Ames as an army major and 
Charlotte Wynters. as aide in nis 
The film opens on these two 
in the marriage license bureau, 
where an intended hitch is inter- 
‘rupted by the office. It ends on 
that marriage afier a ring of Orien- 
Panama _ Canal, 


the are 


as a Chinese curio dealer who is do- 


moves around rather freely until cor-| ing spy work on the side. Char. | 


nered, conveniently never arousing 
suspicion. Bridge is excellent as the 
prime menace, and others who also 
are up to their job include Jac 
Rockwell, Richard Fiske, Richard Bo- 
tiller and Ernie Adams. Char. 


| Marshal Cort 


KKO release of Robert Sisk production, 
Features Robert Barrat, Noah Beery, Jr., 
Guinn Williams, Directed by Lew Land- 
e:s. Story and adaptation, Clarence Upson 
Young; editor, George Hively; photography, 
Fiank Redman. At Rialto, N. Y., week 
Aug. 8 °39. Running time, 7@ MINS, 
Chic Beery, Jf. 
Rayburn. -Addison Richards 
....Francis Ford 
Manwel rancis MeDonald 


A motley collection of male ‘ens! 


acters in a western drama of the Ari- 
zona wastelands, which to that 
country, what ‘Lost Patrol’ was to the 

Sahara, except that the comparison | 
otherwise ends there. ‘Bad Lands,’ | 
falling into the western’ groove, 
shi uld do fairly well, anyway. 

It is a Robert Sisk production from 
the RKO ‘B’ department that is 
strictly a man’s dish, and as such, 
particularly among the sagebrush} 
me vill pass muster. There isn’t a 

ing le shot of a woman in it, although | 
th ie wife of a member of a beleagured | 
posse, who has been murdered by an 
Apache, establishes the premise of 
the story. 

The time is 1875, and the group of 
men who are blockaded by Indians 


iS, 


represent a posse that has been 
rounded up by a local sheriff, who 
alone survives. Process by which 


dozen doughty murderer- 
are eliminated provides the 


nearly 
hunters 


a 


meat of the drama, but it is dragged | 


out somewhat, and the photography, 
by Frank Redman, is often below 
standard. 

Action figures rather than dialog 
and some of the harrowing experi- 
ences of the trapped men out in the 
blistering desert are brought forth 
very effectively. The dialog itself is 
satisfactory, though far from com- 
pelling. 

Performances go a long way to- 
ward making ‘Bad Lands’ suitable 
western entertainment. Barrat is ex- 
cellent as the sheriff who has diffi- 
culty keeping his men in check, 
controlling ill-will between’ them, 
etc. Noah Beery, Jr., unsympathet- 


| Steven 


DESPERATE TRAILS 


Ray produc- 
Brown: fea- 
Knight, Bill Cody, | 
Ras Story and 
Be nnison; editor, 


Universal release of Albert 
tion. Johnny Mack 
tures Bob Baker, Fuzzy 
Jr, Directed by Albert 
adaptation, Andrew 
Louis Sackin; camera, Jerry Ash. 
Globe, N. Y., preview for one day only | 
Aug. 12, '39%. Running time, 56 MIN | 

| 

Mack 
Bob Baker 
Knight 
. Bill Cody, Jr. 
.Frances Robinson | 


Stars 


TROP 
Clem Waters.... 
Cousin Willie... 
Little Bill...... 
Judith Lantry.. 
Big Bill Tanne) 
Mal Culp 


Johnny 


Clarence H. Wilson 
Ed Cassidy 


Nebraska.... . Horace 

Fern 


Emmett 


A well-plotted story, the thorough- | 


ly capable production and directorial | Yung. 


FILM REVIEWS 


ically cast, also comes through re- ter of the Ton 
soundi ngly. Others are Guinn Wil- Daugh g 
liams, Douglas Walton, Andy Clyde, | Metropolitan release of Le F, 
| Addison Richardson, Robert Coote, ls Jr. 
Paul Hurst, Francis Ford and Francis | story, Georke Palmp- 
McDonald. Several of these are/ton; adaptation, Alan Merritt; camera 
longer on comedy than on straight! Dyers editor, Charis Datta, 
ra ave dual, ee ix 
roles, as shown by the record of their) punning ume. 56 OMENS. 
past work, but in this picture there 
is little comic relief Char. | Raiph Dickson... Grant Withers | 
- -- —- .Dorethyv Short 
PANAMA PATROL Hardy........ 
Harry Harvey 
Grand National release of Fine Arts pro-  Lefiy........ Buster 
duction Features Leon Ames, Charlotte) Wong................ Richard Tae 
Wynrers, Wellon Heyburn, Abner Bibere Lawson.............- Ha Paliaferre 
man and Adrienne Ames, Directed by Williams. ............-:; Robert Frazer 
Charles Lamont, Story and adaptation, Ar- | aa 
thor Hoerl; «dito: Rernard Loftus: pho-! as 
tography, Arthur Martingli. \t Mayfair, A shoddy production of a G-man 
N. Y., dual, week Aug. ‘14, ‘89 Running yarn, some of the more serious 
cime, 67 MINS, phases of which develop into un- 
Phillip Waring ....Leon Ames wanted audience laughs, notably the 
Flelen J.ane.... Charlotte Wynters | hammy way in which some of the 
Lia Maire... _ Adrienne Ames | fist fights are staged. Only for the 
Arlie Johnson .. Abner Biberman ! very smallest of dates. 
(Lt Everett -Huch Poor photography appears to be 
| one of the major faults of Metro- 
Singh ..... “Lal Chand Mehra | POlitan pictures. It may be that this 
| Marlin \Vin. Von Brineken | Is not so much the fault of the pho- 
Tommy Yong. Richard Loo tographer, in this case Elmer Dyer, 
ee ‘as possibly the quality of the stock 
Pznama Patrol’ is a better than yseq by the company. 
average independent dealing with The veteran Evelyn Brent plays a 
army intelligence and espionage, It | Part that is highly suitable to her 
y She is the mysterious ‘Carney’ who, 


_is sought by the F.B.I. but it’s a little | 
absurd that anyone could direct the: 
apparently 
does 
well. 
| carries out the duties of her assign- 
ment in ‘Daughter of the Tong’ 
very capable manner, 
are also far above the merits of their 
parts. 
etc., 

playing. 
erable fights which occur, 
and tiring auto chase figures with- 
out anything happening. A lengthy 


she 
so 
and 


insidious operations 
and still hide her identity 
Miss Brent looks well 


ina 
while others 


Production, direction, story, 
are decidedly inferior to the 
In addition to the innum- 
a long 


foreword concerning the activities. 
of G-men is entirely unnecessary. 


Grant Withers is the Fed agent 


who uncovers the gang headed by 


| Miss Brent, while Dorothy Short is 
at his side for romantic interest. She 
fails to excite. Lessers 


include Dave | 


O’Brien, Dirk Thane, James Cole- | 


| inal, 


; Young 


‘Port of Hate’ is pulp stuff that has 


all the earmarks of being an indie | 


cheapie. Its market is the very 
smallest of the double bill accounts, 
admissions are low and not much is 
expected. 

The locale of the story, 
is an island w! 


an orig- 


One 
is shot early in the footage in the 
presence of a girl who becomes in- 


mance which ends in the anticipated | 
manner. Intrigue and plotting figure 


-Russell Simpson | in a most amateurish manner. with 
| the adaptation of the story a shoddy 
Charles Stevens | job. Production value is low, with 
Murphy | the photography on the whole very 


bad. 

Cast is headed by 
(Loretta Young's 
like her) and Carleton | 
They perform unimpress- | 
ively. Shia Jung, an Oriental, is ex- 


Polly Ann 
sister and 
working 


work of Albert Ray, a good cast and | | pik and has a chance for the fu- 


Wednesday, 


|of theatres that 


| being 
| Broadway-Capital. 
the first or 
lis 


}around Grand Circus 


| has been closed for 
| will reopen this fall if biz continues 


| with fall opening. 


‘ager 


re two adven- | 
4t | turers have discovered pearls. 


this time it’s the dam construction 
gang which seeks to remove the for- 
mer by force after they take up arms 
to defend their land. But with the 
‘Mesquiteers’ around, namely, Wayne, 
Ray Corrigan and Raymond Hatton, 
the plot is nipped, along with a land- 


buying scheme perpetrated by a 
crooked politician. 
Phyllis Isley film-debuts in this 


one, but the part has little enough to 
give her a good chance. There’s a 
slight suggestion of romance between 


her and Wayne, but Republic's script- | 
fourth ‘Mes- | 


ers just won't have a 
quiteer,’ ete.. around to 
series built around the trio. 
suggestion ends there. 


Good Pix B. O. 


disturb the 
So the 


(Continued from page 3) 


/month, as contrasted with a slack in 
| available film during June and July. 


releases also are being 
made available on pre-release en- 
gagements right now to many the- 
atres, including several 1939-40 pic- 


September 


tures, 


Earlier Reopenings 

The favorable turn in business 
also is encouraging earlier openings 
were closed down 
for the summer. Some of these have 
been remodeled for the new season, 
while cooling systems have been in- 
stalled in various spots, also, making 


| reopenings at this time of the year 


more possible. More than the usual 
number of theatres were shuttered 
last spring and early summer, due in 
some cases to the thinness of prod- 
uct and the slow flow from some 
distributors. 


UA, Detroit, Relighting 


Detroit, Aug. 14. 

United Artists theatre here, shut- 
tered since May following failure of 
a dua! policy, is skedded to reopen 
Aug. 24 on single-pic basis, with 
‘Wizard of Oz’ (M-G). as initial at- 
traction. 

Will boost United Detroit's list of 
downtown houses to four, the others 
Michigan, Palms-State and 
Latter, while not 
second run category, 
the theatrical hub 
Park. UD's 
the Madison, 
a year, but 


located in 
other downtown spot, 
over 


On upgrade hereabouts. 


Orph, K. C., Opens 18th 
Kansas City, Aug. 15. 
is first of town’s dark 
to be under the wire 
‘Bachelor Mother’ 
(RKO) reopens the house Friday 
(18), under the RKO banner. 
Lawrence Lehman, formerly man- 
of the Mainstreet under RKO 
operation, and who has been in K. C. 
theatre biz for over 30 years, rejoins 
RKO as manager of the reopened Or- 
pheum. Lehman has been in real 


Orpheum 
first-runners 


{estate business past couple of years 
| while Bill 


Elson and Robert Haley 
| managed RKO houses here. Haley is 


| volved in what points to pinning of | with the firm in Chicago, but oper- 
ithe killing to her as well as a ro- 


|ated the Orph here last season. Harold 


Thudiun, assistant manager under 
Lehman, Haley and Elson, will con- 
| tinue. 

Rivoli, Troy, Pronto 


Troy, N. Y., Aug. 15 
Adolph Cohn leased the Rivoli, 
South Troy, and will relight it within 
few days 
expected to make summer operation | 
practical. House, closed since June | 
after being on a part-time schedule 


Addition of cooling system | 


August 16, 


1939 


TRACY’S G-MEN 


(SERIAL) 

Republic release of George Beche produces 
tion, Stars Ralph Byrd. Directed by Wote 
linata Witney and John English. Screenpiey 
Barry Shipman, Franklyn Adreon’ Rex ‘I vo 
lor, Ronald Davidson and Sel Shor, 1 ad 
on cartoon by Chester Gould; camera, Wile 
liam Nobles; editors, Edward Todd, Willi; m 
Thompson, Barnard Loftus: seore. Willi: mm 
Lava. Reviewed in Projection Room, N.Y, 

Aug. 10, Running time. first chapter. 
30 MINS.; 20 mins. thereafter 
Dick Tracy...... Byra 
Zarnoft Pichel 
Sandoval ... Ceorge Douglas 
Anderson ..... -Kenneth Harlig 
Robert Carson 
Julian Madison 
Ted Mapes 
William Stahl 
..Robert Wayne 
Joe MeGuinn 
rcs Kenneth Terrell 
Warden Stove Harry Humphrey 
»-Harrison Greene 


| tional spy. 


} 


Dick Tracy, super G-man. is on 
another 15-chapter case that'll have 
the kids shining up their tin badges 
and on the hunt for Zarnof?f, interna- 
This Zarnoff is quite a 


guy. He doesn’t go in for small stuff. 
Bombing the Panama canal, or its 
equivalent, is more in his line. 


Initial episode shows him caught 
by Tracy, condemned to die in the 
lethal chamber. But does he die? 
Not with 14 chapters ahead, he 
doesn’t! His body is kidnaped on the 
way to the morgue and a medico aide 
restores him to his ruthless career. 

Ralph Byrd again is Tracy, with 
Irving Pichel as Zarnoff. Both should 
thrill the kids. Production is satis- 
factory. First chapter runs over- 
long, 30 minutes; thereafter the regu- 
lation 20 mins. 


YOUNG MEN’S FANCY 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, Aug. 5. 

Associated British release of Capide 
Michael Baleon production, Features Anna 
Lee, Griffith Jones, Seymour Hicks. 
rected by Robert Sievenson. Screenplay, 
Roland Pertwee, FE. V. H. Emmeit, Rodney 
Ackland from story by Robert Stevenson; 
camera, Ronald Neame. At Cambridge, 
London. Running time, 71 MINS, 

Lord Alban. Griffith Jones 
J Annu lee 
Duke of Reaumont Sevmour 
Duchess of Martita Hlunt 
Rishy 
Sir Caleb C rowther Felix Avimer 
Captain Boumphreys Billy Bennett 
Blackbeard ...... Francis Sullivan 
Morton Selien 
Trupshaw . ANlian Ayvnesworth 

A thoroughly ingratiating plot, 
laid in the Victorian era, ‘Young 


Man's Fancy’ is equipped with wit 
and unfolded with charm. One is 
genuinely transported with the feel- 
ing there are being shown the orig- 
inal people in the original locale. 
Burden of this amiable romance 
rests upon the shoulders of a re- 
markably efficient cast. Even bits 
are played by such well-knowns as 
(the late) Morton Selten, Billy Ben- 
nett, Allan Aynesworth and George 
Carney. Dialog; pungent but never 
coarse, is by Roland Pertwee, E. V. 
H. Emmett and Rodney Ackland. 
Reasonably good entertainment even 
for the U. S. ; 
Plot deals with an aristocratic son 
who falls for a music-hall artist. 
Jolo. 


Lensers 


(Continued from page 7) 


| paign will be waged by all AFL in- 
ternationals to protect closed-shop 
contracts in studios, thus heading off 
any CIO move to muscle into the pic- 
ture business. 

Stormy scenes preceded the con- 
tract-signing by John Gatelee and 
Frank Stickling for IA and Joseph M. 


| Schenck, heading the producers com- 


mittee. Both groups were in constant 


telephonic communication with 
Browne in Washington. Both sides 
made threatening gestures when ap- 
| parent impasses were reached, 
Schenck at one time saving he would 
shut down all studios rather than 
|submit to IA demands, but aban- 
|doned this premise when it was 
learned any drastic action by IA 


plenty of action, together with nice-/ ture. Lessers include Monte Blue, |!" May, has been in the hands of 
ly-maintained suspense, result in! Frank LaRue, Richard Adams and 
James Aubrey. None shines. Char. | three years. The Rosenthals ran it 
making ‘Desperate Trails’ a strong pv for a time, and more recently Samuel 
playdate entry. Bookers won't have ; Fein handled it. Cohn is from Gran- 
much trouble moving this one—or NEW FRONTIER | ville, where he once owned the thea- | 
ish vor eh tre property now held by Bill Ben- 
| ouldn t. Republic release of William Berke pro- ton 
| duction, Features John Wayne. Rav Cor- 
y a s yne, 
Mack Brown rigan Raymond Hatton. Directed by | 
| sure vet as a spurs-and-chaps star.| George Sherman. Screenplay. Betts Bur- | Arcade, Roch., Reopening 
He is bound to increase in popular-| bridge, Luci Ward, based on characters = 
ity with the westerns mob and his| created by William Colt MacDonald « vm | Rochester, N. Y., Aug. 15 
current series with Universal, if Arcade theatre, Arcade, slated to 
oo Trails’ is any tip, won't] projection Room, N. Y.. Aug. 10. °39. Run- | Teopen tomorrow (16) following ex- 
iave to go begging for time. ning time, 56 MINS, | tensive repairs and remodeling. John 
vars ray for comedy relief,| stony Brooke John Wayne | C. Hartley, co-manager of Cuba the- 
anc 30b Baker, with his guitar and | Tucson Smith............... .Ray Corrigan 
voice, are sturdy supports for Brown, | Rusty Joslin... -.- Raymond Hatton atre, takes charge. Arcade recently 
while the girl. .Phylis Isley | Was purchased by Martina circuit 
ile the girl, Frances Robinson, is | Majes Kiddy Wall 
away over the average for Pr McKim with headquarters in Dansville. 
brush sagas. She cameras ished, | Leroy Mason | 
and disports herself in a olished, Harrison Greene P 
competent manner, bet Reginald Barlow | Martin Reopens Nov. 1 
ter things may be in store for her|Jason........... Gave O'Brien | Columbus, Aug. 15. 


on the screen. Knight is an 
westerns type and although he ac- 
counts for many of the laughs in 
this release, one of best comedy 


scenes is the one in which the break- 
away wagons, carts, etc., 
figure when a vigilantes party is 


broken up. 

The action includes a fistic battle 
between Brown and a rustler in 
which no punches are pulled. Slug- 
fest has been particularly well di- 
rected and executed. The horses 
don’t work quite so hard in this one 
as in the majority and there is less 
| shooting, but throughout the running 


| time, the tension and cow-country 
|drama runs high. Good photog- 
|raphy and cutting are among the 
merits. Char. 


idea] | Sheriff... 


| 


‘New Frontier’ represents Repub- 
lic’s recent and most repercussive 
nemeésis—lack of story originality. 
Casting, direction and camera are 
standard, with John Wayne excellent 
in one of the featured roles, but the 
story falls far short with its trite 
dialog and transparent situations. It’s 
a secondary dualer. 

This time Republic’s ‘Three Mes- 
quiteers,’ those sagebrush hardies, are 
called upon to. save the homes of 
valley residents whose land has been 
condemned to permit construction of 


‘a dam. Of course, there’s the usual 
‘deterrent in the path of the ranchers; 


about Nov. 


Louis Martin of Circleville will re- 
open the Court, Cambridge, on or 
1. He operates houses 
in Circleville and Gloucester, and is 
attorney for Phil Chakares’ circuit. 


Aldine, Philly, on Aug. 30 


Philadelphia, Aug. 15. 

Aldine, midtown Piilly house, 
shuttered for the hot spell, will re- 
open Aug. 30 with ‘They Shall Have 
Music.’ 

George Resnick, operator of the 
Cayuga, reported taking over the 
Grant. 

William J. Greenfield acquired the 
| Sherwood and Baltimore, West 
| Philly, from Ear] 
Houses will close for 


renovations. 


would be aimed at theatres and film 
exchanges. 

At one juncture of the parley, 
walkout of IA leaders was imminent 
and possibility of a strike of projec- 
tionists and exchange workers 
loomed. Standby orders had gone 
out to men and calls for walkout 
drafted and held ready for filing. 

A 20-page contract was finally re- 
duced to two pages and signed after 
Gatelee and Stickling were given the 
okay and terms read over the tele- 
phone to Joseph Padway, AFL gen- 
eral counsel and the IA’s attorney. 

Serving on the producer committee 
with Schenck were Walter Wanger, 
Eddie Mannix, Mendel Silberberg 
and Y. Frank Freeman. Credited 
with getting the two groups together 


and Joe Forte. | 


and avoiding industry tieup was Pat 


‘Casey, producer labor contact. 


| 
| q 
} 
| = | 
| 
“ 
| | 
| | 
| 
; | 
| | 
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Joe Bonaparte, 


facing the conflict which to 


story of Lorna Moon ;' a Bh dame from Newark, 


and of her remeaieaten ... the story of Papa 


4 


Bonaparte\. pe wanted his son to be a great 


& 


musician...and of Fuseli 


ambition was 4 develop a champion. ss , the story of 


Tom Moody 


who loved the Newark 
and lost her to the Golden Boy a. .. the story 


of an amazing group of fascinate people... 


yp whose greatest 


woven into an outstanding motion picture... 


Elements fusing into an emotional screen experi- 


ence that will long live in your memory. 


GOLDEN BOY 


FROM THE GREAT GROUP THEATRE STAGE PLAY BY CLIFFORD ODETS 


starring 


BARBARA STANWYCK * ADOLPHE MENJOU ¢ WILLIAM HOLDEN 


A ROUBEN MAMOULIAN PRODUCTION © Produced by WILLIAM PERLBERG 
Sereen play by Lovis Melizer * Daniel Taradash © Sarah Y. Mason © Victor Heerman 


A COLUMBIA PICTURE 


Ey 
17 
| 
a 
* 
gewed wrih the talents 
| | | 
oJ a great violinist and of a great prizefignter, | 
| a 
| 
| | 
| | 
| | 


SNEAK DUALS FILM KING CH AR  |SAN DIEGO'S 
SAN DIEGO’ 
{For tnformation of theatre and 5 2D 
film exchange bookers, Vv f 
LS. | all the American distributing companies or the current HOUSE M 
Ul 5 ’ ORE 
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reviews as given in Varr j i ; 

i ed.) 

Rev. in Var.—Reviewea in kK ey NE 

EXHIBS 

inneapolis, Aug. 15. WEEK , | 
R.T. San Diego, Aug. 15. 


With sneak double - featuring | RELEASE 
spreading among Twin City neigh- | 
borhood houses, Northwest Allied | 6, 2/39 


has addressed a 
the city council requesting the po a S.0 ER CASE c P 
me 0.8, ar 5@ 
to 4 to the twin 5/24 | From weave, Rep’ giving to open Thanks 
ent exhibitors’ ing, eluxe na 
organization desires Passage 6/14 INSIDE AMILY IN Ywoop Cc Woods only a few blocks 
Ordinance limiting film progr AN WH ATION U uty-S. Byington 60 |Which Finek wil) € Metro 
two-and-a-half hours dur 6/9/39 ARIZO} DARED WB C. Foran-H. Carey 59 jate. New house oper. 
ation n| NA COW “Tapewin-J. Bryan Probab] j 
its ‘communication that 5/31 ENEMInG w C. Starrett-L. Mere called the Coronet. Metro. ia 
Broups in other cities have protested 7/19 | SHOULD «4 GIRL M4 ° M-G | W. Pideeon- Jo sequent run using Mexica wa 
a 6 RRY M R. Johnson Nn films 
£ainst programs which keep chil- | UNDERCOVER DOCTOR | Mono | A. Nagle-w. 61 Nighis a week. wo 
dren in theatres from th 7/12 MOUNTAIN RHYT Rep - Nelan-J. C. Naish- 61 snibtiiies 
hours at a stretch | NG MR. LINCOLN Rep G. Autry-s, Burnette Le 
6/7 SUN NEY D 26th vin’s Frisco H 
A hearing will be held 4/26 EVER D panda-A. Brady-M. Weave 
on the pro- U D. Fairbank 161 San F i 
osed | S, Jr.-B. Rath Francisco, Aug, 
legislation by the 6/16/39 5/31 | TARZAN FINDS A son _WB_| P. meni-z. Davis-B. 98 Samuel Levin Enterprises, 
committee on ordinan 5/10 INVIT M M-G J i suller-M arena | 125 tors of i 
and legis] ces ATION TO HAPPINESS - Weissmuller-M. O’Sulliv oe a string of motion 
whe to which the matter OLD CALIENTE Dunne-F, MacMurray jhouses here, will start 
as L AND GAMBL P R. Pogers-. $7 | 1,000-seate i 
6/7 D art-G. Hayes r on Mission, be 
Twin City independent CHAN IN RENO M qescert-O. Kruger-4. ames and 23d, within the next 
iDitors are using ‘special midni ht | 6 237397 | BREW. TR SHOOTER WE - Toler-R, Cortez-P, Brooks transaction involves a 99 ys. The 
Shows’ as a cover-up for the double DS OVER EUROPE sis B. Granvitie-F, Thomas, Jr, The theatre is sched a tc 
featurin ‘ AISIE Col L. Olivier-V. | to open 
shows h midnight v5 GRAND JURY SECRETS M-G Oung-Ann 93 Louis R. Lurie, local 
Sormnesty two features OF DESERT J. Howard-G Patrick 72 and theatre man is involved 
-mited to Saturda / CAME BACK ar | D. Weods-E. 68 deal in that he 
a considerable number of 5/24 GIRL FROM BROOKLYN RKO Morris-W. 73 «| 75-foot frontage on 
are having them on Friday as 6 30.39” _KID FROM KOKOMO 4. Faye-w. Baxter-Treacher | from the Wells Fargo Bank on 
double-featuring four ni — G DRUMMOND’'s BRIDE -G | W. Pidgeon-y Bruce-3, Ch 
r nights a week 712 | WYOMING OUTL Par | 77 
J JTLAW - Howard-H. 4 St. Ss 
— one house recently triple- | IN LONDON = Rep ree Mesquiteers -H.B.Warner 55 Film row hears 
6/14 | Bown, PiLor p | rs-S. Gray 38 {ests plan a newsreel te 
Similar — conditi OUSE OF FEAR Mono | J. Trent-M, Reynold ‘7 | burg which h € 3n this 
s 
throughout the territory. I Obtains | 6/14 TIMBER STAMPEDE U Gargan-L Hervey enterprise Dick such an 
situations theatres doubl 77 39 | COULD HAPPEN TO You D G. O’Brien-¥. Reynolds underway 
turing two to three night | ON IS THE JUDGE y- -G. Stuart-S. Erwin-J. ¢ Gale | downtown houses small 
shts a week, | SORROWED TIME D R. Hudson-O. Kruger Inescort huttered which sre 
2 | CARE TOWN Cc B.Bondi-U. Merkes = reported to be pon th 
TNEC: Prot (28 | MICKEY, THE KIp cp | RKO | A. Ellis Arnel 82 | lease. 
FORGOT VACATION “M 4 Cabot-R. Byrd-T, 79 Available houses are the Holly 
MAN orre-V. Field-L, os wood, indie and Dow 
5 HELL'S KITCHEN M U Pen P - Atwill | 65 , Owntown Lyric 
ITC D Surie-D. Briggs-E. ard Owned by Bt. Louis 
‘Continued from page 4) | 4/14/39 16 | THE MAN FROM SUNDOWN | | Dead End Kias-R. Reagan’ 
ALL COME OUT cp | Starrett-I. | —82_| 
and data on file at the Securitie 5 SHE LEGS c | | RKO 
Exchange Commission, In thie SECOND FIDDLE CD Rep | p. Martley-D.0'Connor | Plan 
@<ction, it is significant that the SEC 19 WARPECTED FATHER 20th T. Power-Henie vie 
long ago published tive |7.2] 99° | | WATERFRONT 4 U Baby Sandy-Auer 87 
study of film financing, | 7/21 39 | | BLONDIE TAKES VACATION | —WB_ | Keefe | ‘Continued from page 3) 
@tudy of reports in its prc OP | 1/12 | A. HARDY GETS SPRING FEVER Col P. Singleten-A. 141, | 
@arried on b Possession and AY DOWN SOUTH M-G 4. Ste 68 Present who Pleaded every ¢. 
WPA worker< | 7/19 | THE Mace DUI CD RK Reooney-C, Parker every cause, 
Pints brought to light in this 7/19 | NEWS 1S MADE Mowbray war to revolution, to Prevent it 
5 y- NI - Tamiroff-L, he jud 
o's would be fine fodder for the ad- 7/19 | STOLE MILLION D | 20th Foster-L. | and declared ‘that the 
¥ocates of tighter anti-trust statutes | f, NTER CARNIVAL M U G. Raft-c. 7, - Gleason 32 ee _ nat the Court needed 
Conviction that the O'Mano,.. | | DAUGHTERS COURAGEOUS co wie | A. Sheridan-R. Carison d that the ould not make 
Group most surely will refar | BEHIND PRISON GATE< _WB ne Sisters-J. Garfield-G. p | best intereste Offer was in the 
4 s > Se -G. Page St interests of th , 
Im industry is ome er to the 5/ 17 GOODBYE, MR. CHIPS M Col B. Donle - age 107 e 1e company, he 
€ of its reports | SLAND © cD ys. Wells-P, Fix Proposed to send the mz 
and Possibly in its “ports F LOST MEN M-G Donat-G Jane | 1@ matter to the 
feneral discus. | 7/26 | THE SPELLBINDE » Par | A.M OY | 110 | Master to decide, Wh 
was voiced by an individu: 8/2 COLO cD Wong-J. C. Naish-E. €n the mas- 
ridual ORADO SUNSET RKO | L. Tracy. -Blere ‘ers report is filed 
iN close touch With th 6/21 SUSANNAH -B. Read-P. Knowle a j judge 
ANNAH OF MOUNTIF Rep . Autry-§ 64 [can easily pas it. This ste 
The TNEC has € program. | 8/9 THE © Ss cD wed yY-S. Burnette Y Pass on it. This stand 
carded a / COWBOY QUARTERRAC 0th | S. Tempie-R. Scott. 58 was not j 
arl genera] ACK © COu-M. Lockwood any way to be take, 
broad question of com (8 4 39 GUARD IN SERVICE WB B. Wheeler-M. Witson 54 @ criticism of Atlas’ offer, he 
the semi-final of trade for 8/9 NIGHT Wone™ cD Bellamy-F. Dee | — ed to add, but simply that the Court 
gation and of its investj. 7/5 BACHELOR MOTHER Cc Rice-F. Craven was not yet convinced.’ 
motion picturss Was that | HUSBANDS WORK? om RKO Mathews 61 The sedge also approved 
receive atten. | - MAXWELL’S Re > 80 mmendations by Irving Trus é 
at this point. The probers are | 4/26 | FOUR FeatHers WOMEN Cp 20th avenport | | Six claims filed against RKO be re- 
line of Where | | Mm. DWAY u| UA | J.Clemente3 Dues | from a figure of $2,241,463 to 
SS Where large enter. |=—-——_— | __8/2_ | __MIR. wo! CHINATOWN WB P. O’Brien-4.__ | 130 411,695 and all 
ri g M en-A. Sheridan a allowed in that amount, 
hasbeen |© 11 99° | | OF te —M | | Sey as 
€en charged, it ras | -G R. Tayler-H. €pt. 15 as the 
and are fully aw- RIDERS OF FRONTIcR Mono | Movita-w 91 Ors wh er ast day for credit- 
in th aware of 8/2 | OUR LEADING © | Mone | Tex Rite, Baldwin me te peceived part payment 
F the film industry. 8/16 | NEW FRONTIER C Par terest ms file claims for the in- 
cone to schedule hearings on 8/16 ‘AD LANDS wis Rep Three Me, are-J. Allen az | ‘erest on their claims taking the 
Picture matters also seems to pb CHICKEN WAGON FAMIL w RKO © meas Squiteers. Pp. Isley | 56 €nure amount of the claim as the 
e€ MODERN ¢ ¥ Cc at-N. Beery, 3 basic 
the D. J Besides not 6 MAN CINDERELLA CD 20th J. Withers-1. Carrilic-M. w | 65 | °4Sis for computing the interest, as 
P the hand of the fed. | PLAYING Wits va | Dunne of reed under Article 6 of the plan 
the O’Mahone | NAMITE M W'rd-J.Bennett-W.w of reorganization, Al] hearings were 
Stoup feels that the active 8/18 39 (Untitled J.Wyman-A. Jenkins 110 then Postponed to Aug. 28 at which 
alleged AMOUR GIRLS Cel C, Starrett-] | time it is hoped 
m monopolies THE OKLAHOMA TERR | Ayr will master’s report 
e any Public quiz super- 82 MAN FROM TEXas. OR Ww im | r Pea Louise-T. Brown ill be ready. 
dustry is of inter. 7/26 | THIS MAN Is NEWs | Mone | Ritter-H. Allowances 
it appears, solely 7/26 | RENEGADE TRAIL co Par V. Hobbs.p °t-C: B. Weoa 60 Federal Judge William Bondy in 
Pecimen of what 8/9 IN OLD MONTEREY w Par w Be aoa Karnes : New York, Thursday (10) refused to 
lax enforcement | STANGINP MEN MARRY cp | Rep | G. | | Okay the requests for allowances of 
WS and a demon. 7/12 | THEY 6, ¥ AND LIVINGSTONE p | RKO | C. Lembard-G. withe; Pr te 79 | the Chemieal Bank & Trust Co RKO 
putting teett, ments in favor of 7/19 | EACH MUSIC D Kelly-R under the Collateral. Note 
eeth in the statutes or D Meifetz-3, MeCrea_ néenture date Ju) 
f ; rea-A. uly 1, 1931, or that 
of protecting the 8/16 | Cagney-G. Ratt of their attorneys, Wright, Gordon, 
controlling large | FRISH LUCK | > gillows-D. Petersen | — Zachry & Parlin, because, ‘The court 
Ith and power THE STARMAKER F. Morgan-B. Lahr I eensideration of this 
of the m SMUGGLED CARGO MU Par | B. Purcell-L. Eliiett | plication until the applications for 
include onopoly 8/16 QUICK MILLIONS »D Rep | B. Mack y-L.Campbell-N.Sparks final alowances in the proceedings 
Stice and 3 LOVE | 20th | Prouty: are made’, 
Oommerce | NGELS was : yington-K. Hewell | The b 
| up the |__| FACES ow | Dead Ban |! | bank disburse $29,375 
| in the ope that oF March, 91/39 Rigs Sees trom Jan, 
for legislation can be DEATH Cc Col Fred Stone-Konzg2 ——— 1938. The attorneys for the same 
through Congress before | NURSE CHAMPION D Rassell | Period had asked $20,000. Both had 
t CAVELL ar Overman-R, Pp previously received j 
ends. O'Mahoney already | FLIGHT aT mip D | RKO | AN Date wee interim allow- 
offered has | ADV’'T’ J NIGHT D cagle-E.M.Oliver-G Sa ances of $10,000 each. 
ernment much | THE HOLMES M 20th atker-CoLR Turnes SEC Steps In 
over private enterprise—he original. | 82 | THE orp BLACKHAWK OM | SEC to Bondy also requested the 
Y advocated a , 9839 | | MAID R. Arlen-4, p ppear in the proceedings 
under which (9 8 39 we Boy |_we | the master, and the SEC 
interstate 8 ¥ GOES ARIZONA Col B.Stanwyck-A Menies acceptances and intentions of 
7 KY PATROL cD M-G F — enjou-W.Holden 9 appearing thro 
©btain charters from +h M Morriss-4 8 ugh attorneys J, An- 
e national | RANGE WAR Mone J. Trent-a Ss-H. Hull thony Panuch and M 
g0vernment— Stone-m. Re n arland Gale. 
stage of ree SURE ISLA ND M payden-B, 65 sranted Alger $7,000 ad- 
by the Senate Judiciary | BAD COMPANY | | G. omrien omere-P. Moere m during services as 
aster A 
sional sessi & ST - M. Brewn- gu- 
ssion, AIRCAKE M WR B. Granville-J- ree Knight 56 — on the modifications on the 
of reorganization. Prior to the 
| 000 he had received $27.500 fo, 


identical Services. 
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RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


holds over the picture that’s pulling the most sensational 
summer business in years!--the attraction that gave the 
Music Hall its biggest opening day since 1937 on any RKO 
RADIO picture--the show whose first week skyrocketed 
it into that charmed circle of $100,000-a-week attractions, 
and whose second week is further proving tts tremen- 
dous draw and AMAZING BUILDING POWER! ...No wonder 
dozens of other pre-release runs are keyed up with excite- 
ment! ... They play it soon! 


| 
| | 
| 
| 
| | 
| | | a 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
> | 
fi. | 
| 
x | 
when say HELEN VIN 
LES C ND | 
ARINE A H 
| KATH gscovi 
PANDRO GEORSE RADIO | 
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Columbia’s Answer 


(Continued from page 4) | power in the exhibition field and are 
not parties to this action. 


Columbia denies that the small in- 


which millions are invested annually | 
would be incompetently and ineffici- 
ently handled, improperly exploited, | 
and the financial terms inadequate. 
Jt is impossible, declares the major, 
to secure the necessary backing for | 
any producer of films who does not 
have an efficient distributing or- 
ganization, 

The field of production and dis- 
tribution of motion pictures has 
gradually — bo : oni of and can dictate terms and does. 
necessity. Distribution today is ac- | 
tually part of production, and can- | Can't Lose 
not be divorced from production. | The exhibition end of the business 

Columbia then cites the number of has been most profitable and suc- 
playdates it received from other cessful during the past 15 years. 
majors during the past year (1937- 
38). From Warners, Col. received 
86; Loew’s, 159; RKO, 139; National 
Theatres, 84, and Paramount, 192. 
Production has not decreased over | 
the past few years Columbia claims, 
but increased due to the greater 
number of independents producing. 


Col. cites that from 1927-1938 some 
£408 features were produced with 
the majors producing 3,312 and the | 
independents 5,096. In 1927 the in- 
dependents produced 323 features to 
- 355 of the majors, but 11 years later 
the independents produced 522 fea- 
tures to 247 of the majors. 

Columbia asserts that from 1928 it 


tle theatre, and 
mission prices suffers because of lack 
of first and second runs, because the 
patronage of these theatres is per- 
fectly satisfied to see films on a third 
or subsequent run. In more than 
5.400 cities in the U. S., in each of 
which there are 8 or less theatres, 
one individual controls the theatres 


and hazards, and several have been 
forced into bankruptcy, the exhibi- 
tors take little or no risk. 


Columbia declares that at no time 
knowingly has it permitted exhibi- 
tors to overbuy. Should they do so 
| the company cannot prevent it. No 
exhibitor will show the company his 
books should they suspect. 


The company then goes into the 
|, problem of foreign films, and de- 
| clares that as a result of increasingly 
| good quality they have been consti- 
| tuting a severe threat to the domina- 
tion of American films. 

The exhibitor, declares Columbia, 
has produced 42 pictures annually | js not the consumer. It is the 85.- 


at an average production cost yearly | 600,000 who attend the cinemas each 
of $5,663,600. Last year, 1938-39, it week that are. 


was $9,404,800. Columbia then cites a number of 
Loanouts of Talent | cases to prove that where there are 
Columbia then states that in 95 in- two first-run situations in a city the 
stances from 1933 it loaned 35 play- | COmpany splits its product whether 
ers to defendant major companies. , °"€ is affiliated or not. 
Five technicians were also loaned| As regards talent, the company 
over the same period. lists six stars, eight feature players, 
In 86 instances 51 players were 19 stock players, nine directors, 11 
loaned to independent producers! producers, 17 writers, and 23 tech- 


dependent exhibitor, operating a lit- | 
charging low ad- | 


While producers take all the risks | 


| compensation for the exhibition of 
| its pictures. 

On protection, the company as- 
serts that if it refused protection, 
exhibitors showing first runs would 
refuse to take Columbia product, 
thus depriving the company of the 
|/major portion of its income. It is 
something that the exhibitor, rather 
than the producer insists on, as the 
first run house pays more, and is in 
'a more desirable location. Were 
| this not so the public would go to 
the lower priced house. 
| On overbuying Columbia declares 
that there is no way to stop this. If 
it is in existence it is the fault of 
exhibitors, not the defendants. 
| On ‘arbitrary. unconscionable and 
| discriminatory film rentals,” Colum- 
bia declares that the independents 
‘are not subject to discrimination and 
that the method of paying on a per- 
centage is fair. There is no reason, 
Says the company, why the company 
' should share in the losses of an ex- 
'hibitor, if any. He merely rents his 
| film, and if business is bad he can- 
‘not help it. Many producers are 
| continually defrauded by reason of 
false boxoffice receipts, etc. 

On sharing advertising costs, the 
company declares that the practice 
is beneficial to both, and no dis- 
| crimination is made against inde- 
pendents. In most instances, thea- 
tres pay 50% of the local advertis- 
ing cost. 

Contract modifications are made 
mostly in favor of independents 
who are unable to meet their obli- 
gations, or in other instances inde- 
pendent chains force Columbia 
through threats to make modifica- 
tions. Columbia never discriminates 
against the independents. For the 
most part it is the other way around. 


As a separate defense, Columbia 
asserts that it has numerous con- 
tracts with affiliated, independent, 
and independent combinations of 
exhibitors. All these were made 
prior to the start of the action. They 
also have numerous contracts with 


covering the same period, and in 11 | nicians under contract to the studio. 
instances 8 technicians were loaned It declares that in many cases the 
to independents. stars refuse to devote their time ex- 

In 87 instances 71 players and 15  Clusively to Col but desire to make | 
technicians were borrowed from | Pictures for others and have their | 
major defendants, and in 28 in- | Contracts so adjusted. Cases of 166 
stances 24 players and 9 technicians | Players are cited, 29 directors, 122 
were borrowed from independents. | writers, and 15 cameramen. 

To survive, an independent pro- | If producers could not loan out 
ducer like Columbia must borrow | Stars, the company says, they would 
and loan, the company declares. The | be reluctant to place them under 
company has only a limited number |]ong term contract, which would 
of artists on its payroll. | discourage talent and create tremen- 

No producing company ever exist- dous economic waste and unemploy- 
ed that could afford to carry on its Ment in the industry. 
payroll all the artists it needed. The | Columbia asserts it never partici- 
company then cites how it borrowed pated directly or indirectly in the 
Claudette Colbert and Clark Gable profits of any defendant through the 
for ‘It Happened One Night’ as an exhibition of the latter’s films, or 
example of the necessity of borrow- | Vice versa. 
ing. The company asserts that in many 

The same applies to directors and | cases where it borrowed a star from 
cameramen, is the next declaration,| a company, that company’s theatres 
followed with the statement that the | would not play the film when com- 
company never borrowed anyone, pleted. Columbia also has never 
unless it actually needed his or her | shared in the receipts from the ex- 
services. The company has always hibition of a film of another com- 
found it difficult to borrow, it de-| pany, where that company used a 
clares, and cites the fact that when Columbia star. 

Katharine Hepburn was borrowed| (Columbia in borrowing or lend- 
for ‘Holiday’ it had to pay $50,000) ing never has discriminated against 
more for her than her contract pro-| an independent and did not care 


from, with other defendants, 


| artists which the U.S. seeks to annul. 


These persons and corporations are 
directly effected, and no proper de- 
termination of the suit without the 
adding of them as party defendanis 


could be effected. 


In a second defense, Columbia 
brings up the Interstate Circuit case, 
final decree of which was filed Oct. 
13, 1937. In this case, the same vio- 
lations were charged, and Columbia 
was 
found guilty. To charge the same 
facts over again, is res adjudicate, 
or in other words an attempt to pun- 
| ish twice for the same offense. 

The 105 pages of the answer is 
, concluded with a prayer for a dis- 
| missal of the action with costs and 
| disbursements. 


‘Boycott’ Started, 
Later Dropped, To 


San Antonio, Aug. 15. 
East Texas Theatres, 


When the 


‘Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Walter Wanger has taken an option on J. T. Caldwell’s novel, ‘Dyneciy 
of Death,’ dealing with munitions barons. Final purchase price is unde;- 
stood will be in the neighborhood of $15,000. 

With several bidding for a new Harpers’ first novel, Paramount hee 
closed for film rights to ‘Miss Susie Slagel’s,’ by Augusta Tucker. Story 
has a female ‘Mr. Chips’ angle and is laid in a Baltimore rooming house 
for medical students. Reported price paid is $20,000. Studio has requested 
Harpers to change the awkward title in order to assist on the film values, 


3 


hea 


Eddie Buzzell’s tentative film chore at Metro, when he gets back froin 
his European vacation, is the Eddie Cantor film, a story called ‘40 Little 
Mothers’ having been purchased for that purpose. Buzzell doesn't particu. 
larly think the story suitable, but for the next month it’s 100° vacation 
his first trip abroad. If the assignment doesn’t go through, it would make 
the second Cantor film Buzzell almost did; he formerly was on the verge 
of a Goldwyn megging assignment. Director just. finished the: Marx Brox’ 
‘At the Circus,’ which got him an M-G contract renewal. 


Metro is setting a new marathon mailing record with its trailer, ‘From 
the Ends of the Earth,’ slated for a world preem in Sydney, Australia, Avg, 
27. Film left Culver City by air mail, Aug. 10, Clippering across the 
Atlantic Aug. 11, from London, via Imperial Airway, Aug. 14, Jand 
in Sydney, Aug. 20. Sked calls for 20,000 miles in 10 days. Trailer 
made under supervision of Frank Whitbeck, is one of Metro's ‘Romance 
of Celluloid’ series, to be used at company’s Australian sales convention. 


Initially set for the State «(N.Y.) first run, ‘Lady of the Tropics’ «M-G), 
goes into the Capitol, the Metro show-window on Broadway, following 
‘Wizard of Oz,’ which opens tomorrow (‘(Thurs.). State, a second-run house, 
rarely gets a picture on first crack in N.Y. With ‘Tropics’ pulled off, the 
State now will probably play ‘Beau Geste’ (2d run) Labor Day week with 
the Harvest Moon dancers-Ed Sullivan instead. 


Clash between mature and youthful glamour girls caused writers a flock 
of headaches, rearranging script for a high-budget film at a major studio. 
Established star refused to play ball unless her scenes with a rising starlet 
were whittled to a minimum. Scribes are puzzling out a way to keep the 
story together and the femmes apart. 


U. S. Treasury and Coast Guard officials raised a kick when they viewed 
the Columbia picture, ‘Coast Guard,’ declaring it a ‘travesty’ on that branch 
of the service. They assert that a technical adviser was assigned to the 
picture company but his suggestions were not heeded. Understood the 
Treasury Department has made known its resentment to the Hays office. 


Dieterlo Draws Erlich INDIES CROWD 
STUDIO SPACE 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
William Dieterle gets the director 
chore on Warners’ film based on the 
life of Dr. Paul Erlich. Picture starts 
late next month, Edward G. Robin- Hollywood, Aug. 15 
Indie producers are so busy that 
| General Service studio crowded 
to capacity for the first time in years. 
Plant is working at its peak, with 


son starred. 
Boris Morros’ ‘The Flying Deuces, 


Studio’s working title on the film is 
is captioned ‘Test No. 606.’ 


for RKO release just completed; 
Harry Sherman's ‘Knights of the 
Range’ and Stephens-Lang’s ‘Meet 


Dorethy Lamour Must 
File Particulars In cameras 
onermeé é ) victure in 
Voice Coach’s 66 Suit | the Edward 


Richard Rowland have reservations 
for space, 


N. Y. supreme court justice Ken- | 


neth O’Brien has ordered Decethy | 
Lamour to submit a bill of partic- | Hudson-Par Working 
Closely Now on Op. 


ulars to Alfred C. Evans, who is 
Of 17 UD. Houses 


Force Full-Week Pix. 


vided for. The company in borrow- | whether or not the man or company !nc., owners and operators of the 
ing or lending has never cared jt borrowed from was a major or | Tri-Cities theatres at Goose Creek, 
whether it was a major or an inde- | not. | Baytown and Pelly, stopped daily 
pendent it was dealing with. The | Block-Booking | showings of pictures at the Alamo 
number of artists borrowed is insig- | Columbia denies that at any time | in Pelly for a policy of two days a 
nificent compared with those under | gigq j¢ impose any harsh, onerous or | week, the city council of Pelly tried 
contract. Columbia points out that) Unfair trade practices on any ex-|@ ‘boycott’ in order to make the cir- 
at the outset of the action Metro had | jipitors in the U.S. Taking up the | Cult resume the daily showings. 

95, Warner 60, Paramount 59, Fox | charges one by one, the company as-| This was quickly stopped under a 


93, and RKO 39 actors under con-' certs that in block-booking, it is | ruling handed down by the city’s at- 


during the never done as a compulsory thing, | torney, who stated that the council 
hia stars and 8 feature play- but that the practice has been | would be liable to both criminal and 


, wholly voluntary on the part of Co-| civil] prosecution on charges of con- 
lumbia and the exhibitor. The af-|spiracy in restraint of trade, so the 
filiated theatres here have not se-| ‘boycott’ idea was dropped. 
cured any better break than the This the first time anywhere a 
non-affiliates. The practice has been | movement has been started to force 
in existence for a long period of| anyone to keep a film house open, 


COLUMBUS BOOKING 


Refusals of Loanouts 

The company then cites numerous 
examples of how it tried to borrow 
stars or technicians for its films but 
was refused the loan. The company 
cites 35 cases last year where it at- 
tempted to secure players, but was 
denied them. It then cites cases 
where it was asked for the loan of 


is 


a 


less company can block-book, it 
will be unable to carry out its pro- 
gram of production. No exhibitor 
certain players but rejected the re- | contracts for all Columbia films, nor 
guest. could he do so if he wanted to. COMBINE STALLED 
Columbia then branches out and} Columbia asserts it never forced 
declares that it always licenses its, shorts or newsreels, It does not pro- 
films to those exhibitors who will duce the latter, and if prevented Columbus, Aug. 15. 
give that picture the best possible | from booking its shorts at the be-| Attempi of a majority of local ex- 
return. It is immaterial whether the! ginning of the season, Col would, hibitors, excepting J. Real Neth, to 
exhibitor is affiliated or not. In| have to curtail their production, | 0'ganize a booking combine has been 
some cases Columbia often finds it-| This would tend to restrict, rather abandoned for the time being. Vir- 
self at the mercy of unaffiliated ex-| than encourage production, |gil Jackson, owner of four local 
hibitors who combine for the pur-| Next in line is: arbitrary designa- | houses, is president of Theatre 
pose of dictating terms to the/ tion of playdates. Here Columbia|S&Vicé, Inc. The corporation will 


majors. Cases in N. Y. of exhibitors | declares that much as they would be retained, indicating the ex- 
controlling 20 or more theatres are! like to have their pictures exhibited hibitors have not entirely given up 
cited whereby if Columbia refuses! on a percentage basis on Saturdays, | the idea. 


to deal with these exhibitors at their Sundays and holidays, it has little 
terms, they threaten a boycott of Co- | success in inducing exhibitors to ac- 
jumbia: films. The same situation cept such an arrangement. No ex- 
prevails in many other parts of the’ hibitor in the U.S. operates his thea- 
U. S. and in many localities Colum-| tre for the benefit of Columbia, nor 
bia has actually been boycotted.! does Columbia make any unreason- 
These exhibitors wield tremendous | able charge or secure unreasonable 


The combine was organized five 
months ago. Breakup started sey- 
eral weeks ago when Ethel Ches- 
brough checked out with her 11 
houses. Failure may be traced di- 
recily to refusal of distributors to 
sell the 20-cdd theatres as a group. 


came of age she broke the con- 

tract then existing between them. 
Among other things, her partic- 

'ulars must give her exact age. 


suing her for $6,000. Evans claims 
he taught the singer radio and voice 
technique from Nov. 1, 1934. In her 
answer she claims that when she be- 
| Earl K. Hudson is in charge cf the 
Paramount United Detroit group cf 
theatres, numbering 17, expecta- 
, tions being that he will be named 


|; the operator of the Detroit string. 


NEW PA CENSOR NOT | With Hudson now carrying out the 
| local operation, the Par home of- 
PLEASING T0 EXHIBS fice is more directly concerned in 

~ the theatres than when George W. 

aS | Trendle was over them, and is Ce 


operating closely i idson and 
Philadelphia, Aug. 15. with Mudson an 
nis Organization, 


Exhibs and 


exchangemen again | Leon Netter, general manager cf 
| had opportunity last week to view | the Par theatre department under 
| with veiled displeasure an appointee Barney Balaban, has made two tiips 


to the staff of the Pennsy Board of 


taint attached to the new member is 
. Ps S 

the reason for the industry's lack of N Yor! 
enthusiasm. ar operators, in New ork 

Appoi Pte at product deals and to discuss opere 
as ppointment is that of Mrs. Bea- ating matters with h.o. executives 
trice Z. Miller as an ‘assistant cen- 


include E. V. Richards, head of the 
| Saenger circuit; Bob O'Donnell, ops 
erator Intersta and Vince 
McFaul of the Publix-Shea Buflale 
chain. 


sor.” Mrs. Miller has had some mo- 
tion picture viewing experience as a 
member of the board of the Phila- 
delphia Motion Picture Forum. 
woman’s group which is a frequent 
source of annoyance to exchange- 
men. She is also on the board of | 
the Philadelphia Federation of Wom- 
en’s Clubs. In addition, however, 
she is politically active for the Re- 
publican party in organizing women, 
which accounts fcr the present plum 
being dropped in her lap. 

Industry was disappointed right 
off the bat on the guv's appoint- 
ments to the board after great elec- 
tion promises, He named as chair- 
man of the board Mrs. Edna R. Car- 
roll, leader of Republican Women’s 
Clubs in Pennsy. The other mem- 
ber of the board is John Clyde 
Fisher, who has had lengthy experi- 
ence as an exhibitor and in other 
ends of show business, but also hap- 
pens to be a cousin of a former Re- 
publican governor. 
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SEATTLE THEATRE OPS 
PUSH BAN ON CARNIES 


Seattle, Aug. 15. 

Carnivals, headaches to theatre 
owners for some time, are being 
thumbed out here by picture house 
operators, who, under James M. 
Hone, executive secretary of the 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners cf 
the Northwest, have asked license 
committee of the city council to re- 
fuse further licenses to carnies. 

Hone claimed the usun1 danger te 
public welfare because of unsanitary 
conditions and various forms of 
gambling permitted in many of the 
setups, 
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Wednesday, August 16, 1939 


Theatre Face-Lift 


ing; 


Exchange Moves, Personnel Shifts 


Denver, Aug. 15. 

Fox has reopened 
house, the Broadway, following a 
face-lifting job. John Denman man- 
ages, 

The Tivoli being torn down to 
make space for a parking lot. For- 
merlv named the Paris, it is one of 
the oldest theatres in the city. Seat- 
ing capacity was 1,800. 

Carl Mock, recently added to Uni- 
versal sales force, transferred to In- 
dianapolis branch. 

Fox remodeling a garage at Long- 
mont, Colo., into a modern theatre, 
seating about 800. 

Empress, Laramie, Wyo., is being 
completely remodeled, with installa- 
tion of new booth equipment, 800 


seats, carpets and ventilating equip- 


ment. 


Fox transferred Harold Woods 
assistant managership_ at 
Helena, Mont., to city managership 
at Walsenburg, Colo., where he will 
oversee the Valencia and Rialto. He 
succeeds Ed King, gone to manage 
the Isis, Boulder, Colo. Ben Benda 
is at Sterling, Colo., relieving Chet 
Miller, on extended vacation. 


The Rialto, Fruita, Colo., sold by | 


J. J. Sarah to John Mattern, who 
will reopen after remodeling. 


Isis, Trinidad, Colo., closed several 
years, will soon be reopened by Fox 
as 15c. house. 

Harry Kerer, of Premier ex- 
changes, recently organized, says 
that he and his brother, George, 
plan to open Denver exchange soon. 

Glen Gregory, formerly manager 
of Grand National exchange, and 
Frank Milton, former theatre man. 
both selling roofing now, and both 
report business good. 


WB Troy’s Renovation 


Troy, N. Y., Aug. 15. 
Warners started this week to give 
its Troy theatre a general facelifting. 
During three-week shutdown, a new 
front, and a larger modernistic mar- 
quee will be_ installed, lobbies 


changed and the entire interior re- | 


furnished. Troy is WB’s A house 
here. Leo Rosen is manager, theatre 
built in early 1920s. 


its first-run 


Increasing Capacity 
Newburgh, N. Y., Aug. 15. 


The Ritz, 1,100-seat house, will be 
reconstructed into a theatre accom- 
;modating 1,500 sometime this fall. 
| Theatre is a Gene Levy house that 
several years ago became a part of 
the Netco Theatres chain (Par), 
operated by George C. Walsh and 
| Levy. 


Iris, Hollywood, Renewed 
Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 
Lease on the Iris theatre property 
in Hollywood was extended 10 years, 
‘entailing a total rental of around 
, $246,000. House is operated by Fox 
| West Coast. 


| Maurice Sherman is new assistant 
‘manager at Carthay Circle, shifting 
from a similar job at the Four Star. 

Ed Minor, indie, took over the 


| Fillmore, in Fillmore, formerly ope- | 


rated by K. H. Wise. 

George Calderas bought the Globe, 
San Pedro, from Joseph Thomas. 
House seats 428. 

Harry Milstein and Albert Mellin- 
| koff bought the Grand, Torrence, 
from Gore Bros. and Ramish. Pur- 
_chase of 800-seater gives them three 
houses in that neighborhood. 


; Harry Stern named general sales 
manager of Tri-National Films. He 


'R. 1., when it reopens Aug. 17. Cava- 
naugh now operating a concession at 
N. Y. World’s Fair. 

The Albee, formerly part of New 
England division under Harry Mac- 
Donald, will probably be withdrawn 
from the division and receive direct 
home-office operation. Cavanaugh 
will succeed William McCourt of 
Boston, who handled the house for a 
brief time after MacDonald was pro- 
|moted to division manager. 


F.P.-Can. Ousts Femme Ushers 

Winnipeg, Aug. 15. 
Female ushers will be replaced in 
‘the two ace Famous Players-Cana- 
dian houses here by male ushers, in 
line with changes recently effected in 
eastern Famous houses. The change 
, Will become effective as soon as it Is 
| possible. The Capitol and Metropoli- 
tan employ 12-15 girls. 


Fair Certainly No Help 
Elmourst, L. I., Aug. 15. 

Queensboro theatre, located at one 
'of the most important N. Y. World’s 
Fair traffic points, is operating solely 
on a Wednesday night basis, at which 
time it features only bingo. It was 
first thought that the Fair at Flush- 
'ing would stimulate a new interest in 
the house, which has been a white 
elephant since it first opened. 


Cleve’s Foreigner 
Cleveland, Aug. 15. 
Penn Square theatre, shuttered 
' several months, reopens early in the 
fall and will present foreign films 
exclusively. Redecorated house will 
| be managed by Harry Amber and 
Ralph Rose. City theatre, formerly 
'/Cleveland’s only foreign picture 


/was lately coast manager for Gau-| house, has closed and will not reopen 


mont-British. 


Pekras’ 40,000 Bid 
Columbus, Aug. 15. 
John Pekras’ bid of $40,000 was 


this fall. 


L. & G. Add One 
Worcester, Aug. 15. 
Bijou, Uxbridge, taken over by 


/high at the receiver's sale of the Lockwood & Gordon, which operates 
'nabe Ritz, and has been confirmed |a number of houses in Massachu- 


‘by the court. 
/placed in receivership on Nov. 23, 
| 1938, and since then has been oper- 
ated by George Pekras, acting for 
c. Lane, receiver. 
years the house has been operated 
by Ted Pekras, son of John and 
nephew of George Pekras. 

Oakland, in Marion, sold by L. J. 


Flautt of Columbus to H. C. Patter- | 


son, Blanchester, who operates the 
Bowman circuit in Ohio, 


Cavanaugh to Prov. 

Mike Cavanaugh, former exploiteer 
and manager of the United Artists. 
, Detroit, slated to take over manage- 
ment of RKO Albee, 
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York Theatres 


RADIO 
CITY 


MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER—3rd WEEK 


“IN- NAME 
ONLY" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 


3rd WEEK 


Gary Cooper IN PERSON 
Phil 
Paramount's New Spitalny 
and Hig 


“BEAU GESTE” 


ALL GIEL 
ORCHESTRA 


PARAMOUNT 


TIMES 


SQUARE | 


“WHEN TOMORROW 
COMES” 


with 
CHARLES BOYER—IRENE DUNNE 
UNITED B 
artists RIVOLI 


Doors Open 9:30 A.M. MIDNITE SHOWS 


Thursday 


“Andy Hardy 
Spring 


Gets 


Lewis Stone 
Mickey Reoney 


On Stage 


George Jessel 
Others 


On Stage 
Jack Haley - Wynn 
Murray - E. Marshall 


Air-Conditioned 


Starts Thurs. 


August Broadway Siet Street 


M-G-M’s Miracle Chow! 


“THE WIZARD OF OZ” 
IN TECHNICOLOR 
Last Times Wed. “FOUR FEATHERS” 


Air-Conditioned 


Continuous from 10 a.m 
Pep. Prices, 25¢ to | p.m. 


B'way and ate Show 11:30 pm Nightly 


Robert Donat in M-G-M’'s 


GOODBYE MR. CHIPS 


BETTE DAVIS 
MIRIAM HOPKINS 


CLORGE 
The New Warner 
Bree 


BRENT 


IN PERSON 
BROADWAY 47 AT 


HORACE 
Goons 6.20 4m 


HEIDT 


AND HIS MUSICAL 
EMIGHTS 


2s¢ 


with Greer Garson @ ith MONTH 


‘Mice and Men’ Away 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

John Steinbeck’s controversial 
story, ‘Of Mice and Men,’ went into 
production yesterday (Mon.) on the 
Hal Roach lot with Lewis Milestone 
in command. 

Company moves late in the week 
to the Aguora Ranch near Calabasas, 
where most of the footage will be 
shot. 


Providence, | 
the deal. 
| transferred to Four-Bell Pictures. 


The theatre was | setts, Rhode Island, Connecticut and 
| New York. 


For many| Dunn Sues for Coin 


And Contract Veto 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Suit for $2,000 damages and relief 
from an eight-picture contract was 


| filed by James Dunn against Victory 
| Pictures Corp, and Four-Bell Pic- 
' tures, Inc. 


Actor declares Victory violated 
the pact by failure to start the first 
of eight films May 15, as stipulated 
Contract was later 


SEQUEL TO ‘NAZI SPY’ 


Foreign Biz Determines Warners to 
Essay a Followup 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 


Warners Bros, is mulling the pos- 
| sibility of a sequel to ‘Confessions of 
a Nazi Spy.’ 
| ‘Spy’ is proving the hypo needed for 
| a followup version, 

New material, 
| been gathered abroad by Leon Tur- 
rou, ex-G-man, who authored ‘Spy,’ 
would be the basis of the successor 
film. 


Holland Neutral 


The Hague, Aug. 15. 
| ‘Nazi Spy’ (WB) has been banned 
| in Holland, the censors taking the 
| stand that as a neutral country Hol- 
| land could not show a film with such 
| broad political implications. 

The German picture, 
directed by Willi Forst, has been 
banned for the same reason. 


Hongkong OK’s ‘Spy’ 
Shanghai, Aug. 15. 
The Governor General of Hong- 
kong has passed Warner Bros.’ 
‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy’ without 
any cutis. Action came over the ob- 
jections of the German consul here. 
Picture opens at the King’s thea- 
tre, Hongkong, Aug. 31 for a run. 


2 Saengerites in Hosp 


| Maurice F. Barr, operating execu- 


_tive of the Saenger circuit, head- | 


‘quartering in New Orleans, is in the 
| St. Charles hospital there following 
a major operation, 

William H. Gueringer, former as- 
sistant general mgr. of the Saenger 
chain, is also in a New Orleans hosp, 
the Baptist, after an operation. 


Lait’s O’Brien Steeder 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

George O’Brien starts his 1939-40 
riding for RKO Friday (18) in an 
untitled western screenplayed by 
Jack Lait, Jr. 

Bert Gilroy production, directed 
by David Howard, is the first of six 
lon the O’Brien program. 


Foreign business 


reported to have! 


‘Bel Ami,’ | 


Unbushed 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

The secret of all that chin 
adornment on Orson Welles is 
the part he plays in the picture 
he'll do at RKO. ‘Hour of Dark- 
ness’ calls for heavy foliage. 

Conjecture had been that he 
grew the spinach to camouflage 
his youth. His only rival in 
town is Man Mountain Dean, the 
bewhiskered wrassler. 


FOX MIDWEST MEETS; 
PLOT 10TH ANNI DRIVE 


Kansas City, Aug. 15. 

Spyros Skouras, prexy of National 
Theatres, will be the principal 
Speaker and personality at the an- 
| nual convention of managers and of- 
ficials of Fox Midwest Theatres in 
Excelsior Springs, Mo., today and 
Wednesday (15-16). Elmer Rhoden, 
divisional chief, made arrangements 
to take care of biz matters on Tues- 
day, and played host at golf tourney 
and banquet on Wednesday. 

Meeting given heavy local angle 
with laying of plans to celebrate 
10th anniversary of Fox-Midwest op- 
eration in K. C. Managers and cir- 
cuit workers from Kansas, Missouri, 
Nebraska, lowa and Iilinois in at- 
tendance. 


Milwaukee Meet 
Milwaukee, Aug. 15. 

First of a series of four National 
Theatres’ annual conventions con- 
ducted by Spyros Skouras, prexy, 
was held yesterday and today at the 
Fox Wisconsin building. Managerial 
confab resulted in the attendance of 
all state and local district and house 
men. Skouras presented winning 
district and house managers with 
bonus awards earned during the re- 
cent NT’s drive and outlined plans 
for the fourth drive, to be launched 
the first week in September and run 
through Christmas week. 


Pioneer’s Convention 


The Pioneer circuit, operating in 
the middle west headed by Harold 
| D. Fields, is holding its ninth annual 
| managers’ convention at St. 
Park, Minn., for three days starting 
tomorrow (Thurs.), with all the ex- 
ecutives and mgrs. of the chain in 
attendance. 


convention will be a discussion on 
advertising, embracing the various 
methods of advertising used in news- 
papers, on the air and in billboard- 
ing. A picnic and party at Field’s 
Lake Minnetonka home will wind up 
| the convensh Saturday (19). 


WB Powwow in Philly 
Philadelphia, Aug. 15. 

Entire Warner Bros. executive 
staff from New York here today (15) 
to attend the annual meeting of all 
the company’s managers in this dis- 
trict. 
over were Joe Bernhard, Grad Sears, 
Mort Blumenstock. 

Following a general discussion of 
policy and the coming season’s prod- 


| uct and a luncheon at the Bellevue- | 


Stratford, entire meeting adjourned 


| to the closed Aldine for a screening | 


|of ‘Old Maid,’ first of the WB pix 
|for the new season. 


Okla Allied’s Confab 


Oklahoma City, Aug. 15. 

First convention of the Allied 
| Theatre Owners of Oklahoma has 
|been set for Sept. 26-27 here, ac- 
|cording to Orville Von 
chairman of the group organization 
committee. 

Convention plans are to be made 
at a committee meeting in Oklahoma 
City a week from today (22), 


J. E. Grant’s Bankruptcy 


Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 
James Edward Grant, screen 
writer, filed a bankruptcy petition in 


075 claimed exempt. 


favor of the H. N. Swanson agency. 


Louis | 


One of the features of this year’s | 


Included in those who came | 


Gulker, | 
' will 


Federal court, listing debts as $22,- | 
746 and assets as $19,175, with $17,- 


Superior court recently awarded a | 
$10,580 judgment against Grant in 


Problem Now Is: Where 
$15,000 Annual Salary 


Come From? 


Minneapolis, Aug. 15, 
Having been elected a paid prez 
of Northwest Allied, all W. A. Steffes 
now has to do is to collect the $15,- 
000. There are plenty of opinion dif- 
ferences here as to how successful 
he'll be in that respect. 


What led to Steffes’ ultimatum 
that he’d quit, unless properly come 
pensated, consisted of adverse criti- 
cisms of his administration, which 
some of the more prominent mem- 
bers attacked as extravagant and 19 
much concerned with national mat- 
ters involving large expense, and too 
little concerned with such _ local 
problems as film costs, clearance and 
buying of runs. 

Relative to the $15,000 a year sal- 
ary, the organization's total income 
in recent years, as far as can be 
learned, has been averaging less than 
half that amount, due to the failure 
of so many members to pay their 
dues and because so many have re- 
mained outside the fold, receiving 
the same benefits as members with- 
out contributing to its support. Stef- 
fes himself told members at the con- 
vention that 35 to 45 members, in- 
cluding his critics, ‘would have to 
finance the organization,’ that little 
money could be expected from 
country exhibitors. In order to get 
these country theatre owners into 
line, their dues will be set at a very 
nominal figure — even less than 
hitherto—as the association needs 
their moral support and, in all of its 
fights, must have as nearly a united 
front and an impressively large 
membership, Steffes pointed out. 

Settle for 50°? 


Many believe Steffes will be lucky 
to collect half the salary voted him. 
Others are confident he'll ‘find a 
way’ to bring the money in—that 
when the exhibitors are faced with 
a vital battle they'll come across— 
that improved conditions will help 
change the disposition of many not 
to pony up. The organization author- 
ized Steffes to bring law suits, if 
necessary, against several delinquent 
members who owe in excess of 
$3,000. 

Once before Steffes was voted a 
$10,000 a year salary and was able 
to collect only a portion of it al- 
though a substantial sum was real- 
ized for the body's treasury by sale 
of exclusive privileges to furnish ad- 
vertising trailers to members. If @ 
proposed buying and booking com- 
bination eventuates it will be a@ 
source of considerable revenue. 


Exchanges Unworried 

Exchange heads here profess to be 
unconcerned over the organization's 
effort to stop buying new-season 
product in a fight to force down film 
prices. They assert country exhib- 
itors are anxious to make deals and 
will not be influenced. 

These branch managers believe 
nothing whatsoever will come of the 
organization’s proposal to form ‘a 
gigantic buying and booking combi- 


nation’. The request to all exhib- 
itors to refrain from making any 
deals until after the September 


meeting states that it will be decided 
at that gathering ‘what shall be done 
from then on’ about film prices, and 
in the meantime the body will lay 
plans for the buying circuit ‘which 
will have national affiliation’. 

In the resolution on the subject the 
distributors are attacked for ‘asking 
more money and more. onerous 
terms’ in new-season deals, despite 
the fact that theatre business is off 
from 25-40%, production cosis have 
been lowered and product quality 
has deteriorated’. 


WB’s Shorts Preview 


Sample shorts of all series being 
sold for 1939-40 by Warner Bros. 
be screened for the trade to- 
morrow (Thurs.) at the WB home 
office. ‘The Bill of Rights,’ latest in 
the patriotic division, will also be 
shown, 

A luncheon in the Warner club at 
the h.o. will follow the screening, 
with Norman Moray, shorts sales 
manager, hosting. 


Picture Executive Wanted 


Alert male secretary would like to 
for busy picture’ executive. 
Capable of handling many office 
duties. Six years’ experience. Able 
correspondent. College graduate. 


Now employed. Can you use me? 


BOX, VARIETY, New York 


=A 


| | 
| | 
| 
| 
— 
= 
| 
THERE'S A BETTER SHOW AT THE | — 
| 


=A 


~~ August 16, 1939 


RADIO 


CBS RATES UP, 


VARIETY 23 


RED 


RADIO, 
BWAY LEGIT 
DEALS SET 


Milton Berle is signed for Quaker 
Oats starting on the NBC blue Oct. 
7, in a 7:30 p.m. groove Sunday 


nights. Show is a comedy pattern 
titled Berle’s Stop-Me-If-You've- 
Heard-This-One. Will add _ guest 


bands every week. 

Deal signed through the William 
Morris agency, as was Berle’s con- 
tract for a new George Abbott show, 
‘See My Lawyer,’ by Richard Mai- 
baum and Harry Clork, wherein the 
comedian and Teddy Hart will be 
featured. Ezra Stone will stage it. 
Show opens in Baltimore Sept. 18, 
prior to Broadway. It’s Berle’s first 


straight legit role. 


MARTIN SINGS 


WITH WALTER O’KEEFE 


While Mary Martin is set for the 
vocal spot, no decision has been 
made by Lever Bros. on the band 
which will work with Walter 
O'Keefe in the Lifebuoy show (CBS) 
starting Sept. 19. It is doubtful 
whether the assignment will go to a 
name dance band, since the program 
won't be able to guarantee more than 
one orchestral interlude, 


Among the freelance maestros un- 
der consideration is Bobby Dolan. 


Perrin, Green, Tazewell 
To Write Gulf Scripts 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Scripters on two programs were 
set last week. Jess Oppenheimer, 
Nat Perrin, Howard Green and 
Charles Tazewell complete the ros- 
ter for Gulf Screen Guild show. 

Nat Fimberg whips up the gags 
for Joe Penner’s new series for 
Ward baking. 


WLW-WSAI Outlook Big 


Cincinnati, Aug. 15. 

Biggest-ever biz year for WLW 
and WSAI will start with time 
change, or Oct. 1, when they go 
NBC red and blue, respectively, and 
WCKY changes from NBC to CBS. 

Very few open spots are left in 
WLW’s fall and winter schedule, 
said Bob Dunville, sales manager, 
Monday (14). 
greatest number of commercials, he 
added. 

In addition to the NBC hook-up, 
both stations are allied with Mutual. 


Jewell Leaves WWJ 


Detroit, Aug. 15. 

James Jewell has left WWJ as 
program director after something 
Over a year. 
WXYZ during the period of ‘The 
Lone Ranger’ and ‘The Green Hor- 
net’ development. Future connec- 
tion not set. 

Meantime scripter Mel Wissman, 
with WWJ for years, will handle 
part of Jewell’s job and an associate 
will be appointed later. 


LARRY HOLCOMB TO L. A. 

Lawrence Holcomb, radio director 
of Sherman K. Ellis, Inc., left for 
Hollywood last Friday (11) to talk 
to Joe Penner about his forthcoming 
show for Ward Baking Co. 

Holcomb will remain on the spot 
a couple weeks. 


Dinah Shore With Rockwell 

Dinah Shore, sustaining singer on 
NBC and recording vocalist with 
Xavier Cugat’s orchestra was signed 
to a managerial contract by Rock- 
well General Amusement. 

Contract was effective immediate- 
ly. She'll be handled by Frank 
Cooper. 


WSAI also has its |} 


He was formerly with | 


Sponsored Programs’ Starting Dates 


(* Indicates new show or change of sponsor) 


ACCOUNT TIME and NETWORK PROGRAM 
AUGUST 17 
Colgate-Palmolive-Peet ............ Th; 8-8:30 p.m—CB Cols: 
(Palmolive Shave Cream and 
Brushless Shave)............ TN; 8330-9 “Strange as It Seems’ 
AUGUST 20 
Dunn & McCarthy*............ 5-5:15 p.m.—_NBC Red......... Enna Jettick Melodies — Jimmy 
Shields, D’Artega’s Orchestra; 
Norsemen Quartet and Rosamond 
Pal P Ames, style commentator. 
almer Brothers*...............0. ..Sun; 5:15-5:30 p.b—NBC Blue...... Four Star News—Nola Luxford, H. 
R. Baukhage, Bill Stern, Graham 
McNamee. 
AUGUST 21 
Ethyl Gasoline Corp............. .++M; 8-8:30 p.m.—CBS.............++.. Tony Martin, MC; Kay Thompson 
and her Rhythm Singers; Andre 
Kostelanetz and his Orchestra 
AUGUST 22 
Adam Hat Stores, Inc.......... -«+. Tu-W-Th-F; 10-11 p.m.—NBC Blue.. Fights, Bill Stern and Sam Taub. 
AUGUST 28 
General Foods (Postum)...........M thru F; 7:15-7:30 p.m.—CBS......‘Lum and Abner’ 
AUGUST 31 


John H. Woodbury, Inc. (Wood- ‘The Parker Family,’ starring Leon 


bury’s Powder, Soap and Cream)..Th; 7:15-7:30 p.m. (new time)—CBS. Janney 
SEPTEMBER 1 
Ohio Oil Co.*......cccccccccccceceeeF; 10:30-11 p.m—NBC Blue..... .... Melody Marathon—audience partici- 
pation and orchestra 
SEPTEMBER 4 
Quaker Oats Co........cccceccens .. M; 8-8:30 p.m.—NBC Red........... Tommy Riggs and Betty Lou, Freddy 


Rich's Orchestra 
SEPTEMBER 5 


General Foods (Sanka)*..... SUS PIN——-CBS. ‘We, the People’; Gabriel Heatter, 
MC; Mark Warnow and his orches- 
tra; Harry von Zell and guests 

. ‘Fibber McGee and Molly’; Marian 


S. C. Johnson & Son.......eeeeee0e TU; 9:30-10 p.m—NBC Red 
and Jim Jordan; Billy Mill’s Or- 


chestra 
SEPTEMBER 7 
General Foods..........ceee0. eseee Th; 9-10 p.m—NBC Red............ Good News; guest stars 
SEPTEMBER 8 
Procter & Gamble (Teel)*,.........F; 8-8:30 p.m.—CBS..........+. .... Professor Quiz assisted by Bob Trout 
SEPTEMBER 10 
Campbell Soup...... BUN: Orson Welles and guest stars 


SEPTEMBER 


Campbell Soup........ M thru F; 11:15-11:30 a.om.—CBS.... Donna Curtis 
Wm. Wrigley, thru F; 5:45-6 p.m. (new time 
Mille 
Lady Esther.......... sececcccceeees M; 10-10:30 p.m. (new time)—CBS.. Guy Lombardo orchestra 
SEPTEMBER 12 
Procter & Gamble (Drene)......... Tu; 7:15-7:30 p.m.—CBS.......... ... Jimmie Fidler 
SEPTEMBER 13 


wrights Co. (from N, Y.) 
SEPTEMBER 17 


General Electric.......eeccceceecees. UN; 10-10:30 p.m.—NBC Red....... Phil Spitalny’s Orchestra 


SEPTEMBER 19 


Lever Brothers (Rinso and Lifebuoy)Tu; 8-9 p.m.—CBS............. .... Edward G. Robinson in ‘Big Town’ 


with Ona Munson; Walter 
O’Keefe’s variety show* 
SEPTEMBER 24 


*+<¢ 


Chorus; guest soloists 
News by Paul Sullivan 


Brown & Williamson Tobacco...,...Sun thru Fri; 11-11:15 p.m.—CBS... 


PONOTICN; INC. 2-2:30 p.m.—NBC Red......... The Dreamer—music with narrator 
Cooperative ‘Show of the Week’—Ernest Chap- 


pell, MC, guest orchestras 
SEPTEMBER 25 


6:30- 6:45 p.m. (new time )— 
CBS 


Pur’: Off CO. 
H. V. Kaltenborn 


General Mills....... 406460 REG... Jack Armstrong 
Miles Laboratories*....ccccececeees M; 9:30-10 p.m.—NBC Red.......... Alec Templeton; chorus and guest 
stars 
Ralston Purina...... Adventures of Tom Mix 
Maltex Cereal” M-W-F; 5:30-5:45 p.m.—Mutual..... ‘Uncle Don’ (Carney) 
SEPTEMBER 26 
Colonna 
SEPTEMBER 29 
Philip F; 9-9:30 p.m. (new time)—CBS....Johnny Green’s Orchestra; drama- 
tized ‘Perfect Crime’; Floyd Sher- 
man, Roger Kinney ‘Beverly,’ 
Glenn Cross, Ray Bloch’s Swing 14 
F; 10-10:30 p.m.—Mutual.... ... ‘Let’s Go Hollywood’—Owen Crump, 


Leo Forbstein, Warner Bros. 
Orchestra and stars 
SEPTEMBER 30 


Sat; 5:45-6; 6:45-7 p.m.—Mutual..... Ed Thorgersen—Sports 


La Palina Cigars*.. 


OCTOBER 1 
General Foods.....seecscceeceseceess SUN; 7-7:30 p.m.—NBC Red.........Jacy Benny, Mary Livingston-Phil 
Harris Orchestra 
Andrew Jergens SUN; 9:15-9:30 p.m.—NBC Red....... ‘The Parker Family’—drama 


John Morrell & Co....ccccssecceess SUN; 3:45-4 p.m.—NBC Red......... Bob Becker’s Chats About Dogs— 
dramatized stories 


Sherwin-Williams Co.....eccceeeeees SUN; 5:30-6 p.m.—NBC Blue......... Metropolitan Opera Auditions of the 


Air 
OCTOBER 2 
Gordon Baking*...... M & Th; 7:30-8 p.m.—NBC Blue.....‘One of the Finest’? 
Grove M; 8-8:30 p.m.—NBC Blue.......... ‘Sherlock Holmes’—Basil Rathbone 


Standard Brands*....ccccccesececees M-F; 11:45-12 noon—NBC Blue......‘Getting the Most Out of Life’—Dr. 
Stidger and chorus 


Standard Brands*......seceeeseeeees M-F; 7:15-7:30 p.m.—NBC Red......‘I Love a Mystery’ 


(Continued on page 24) 
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Two Major Networks Feel 
Advertising Costs Fully 
Justified by Circulation— 
Last Raise in 1936 


POWER BOOSTS 


Columbia Broadcasting System is 
raising its rates, effective Sept. 15 
next on new business, but allowing 
present sponsors to continue at 
existing rates for one year. The 
move by CBS anticipated a tilt by 
the NBC red, which has been inter- 
viewing various affiliates readying 
for the change. Walter Damm, of 
WTMJ, Milwaukee, and John Shep- 
ard, 3rd, of the Yankee group, were 
approached by NBC in this connec- 
tion last week. 

CBS rate boost amounts to 9.8% 
on the basic stations and 7.5% for all 
114 cities. The basic group of 23 
stations now includes the Cowles 
| Brothers’ WMT, Cedar Rapids. In 
| all, the advertiser must take 26 sta- 
| tions, having an option of three out 
| of five basic ‘maybe stations’ in Al- 
| bany, Columbus, Dayton, Harrisburg 
| and Rochester. 
| The former 25 CBS basics cost 
| $8,800; the new 26 group costs $9,885. 
| This amounts to $1,085. 
| Another change put through by 
| CBS is an adjustment of the mini- 
| mum evening hour rate for all CBS 
| affiliates. Whereas it formerly was 
| $125 an hour, hereafter the rate of 
| $100 will apply to stations in Park- 
| ersburg, W. Va.; Augusta, Ga,; Dur- 
ham, N. C.; Winston-Salem, N. C.; 
| Columbus, Ga.; Meridian, Miss.: Du- 

buque, Iowa; Mason City, Iowa; 
| Great Falls and Missoula, Montana; 
| Reno, Nevada. 
| What will make the shift in net- 
work rates different this time is the 
| exception slated for the blue. The 
| rates for the blue may either re- 
|main as is or take a downward 
'trend. Certain sations on the blue 
link have been checked off at NBC 
|for a rate clip and if this move 
| goes through it would, in effect, not 
only provide an added inducement 
to buy blue network but further 
widen substantially the comparative 
costs of the red and blue basic links. 
As the rates now stand the basic red 
(23 stations) costs $8,480 per eve- 
ning hour, while the bill for the 
basic blue (22) sations is $7,140. 
Cincinnati is not included in either 
instance. 

Both webs feel that the proposed 
tilts are well warranted. There 
| hasn’t been a general raise in either 
ease since the end of 1936. Since 
then the estimated set ownership in 
the United States has gone up by 
several million and many stations 
| have extended their coverage via 
power boosts. 


‘CAMELS CONSIDERS 
|  VALLEE OR PEARCE 


Camels (Reynolds Tobacco Co.) is 
considering Rudy Vallee and Al 
Pearce among others for its Monday 
evening spot on CBS. Vallee parts 
from Standard Brands Sept. 28. 

Period is currently occupied by a 
dramatized version of the comic 
strip, ‘Blondie.’ 


| Mrs. Holt’s Quickie to L.A. 


| Mrs. Emily Holt, national execu- 
tive secretary of the American 
Federation of Radio Artists, planed 
ito the Coast with the Screen Actors 
| Guild delegation last Saturday night 
(12) and addressed the mass meets 
ing Sunday night (13) in Hollywood. 
She flew back east Monday (14), 
AFRA official was one of the As- 
| soci iated Actors & Artistes of 
representatives who ate 
tended last week’s AFL executive 
/ council hearing of the actor-stage- 
|} hands union dispute. 
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National Buyers for Local Shows 


National advertisers interested in trying out radio have of late, say 
agency men, shown a common tendency toward buying local programs 


QUERIES INDIES 


| 40% of the time billings. 


Would Buy Local Spot Programs to Sample Rural WHN SETS UP MAKELIM 
Familiarity with Big Network Entertainments TO CHICAGO AS REP 


proved a click for either a local or regional account. From the sample 
recording collected by the agency the advertiser takes his pick and 
then instructs the agency to limit the price of the disked version of the 
WHN, N. Y., has named Hal R. ane > but 0% of the card rate for the station which is selected for 
Makelim its Chicago sales rep. Sta- e test campaign. The usual prictice is to allow for at least a 1.000- 
tion previously been repre- 
sented by Edward Petry & Co. in 
that area. 


mile difference between the program source and the station on which 
Makelim got into radio in 1923, 


the disc will be played. i} 
after a career as a film player. 


FINALLY SUCCEEDS 


After Two Turndowns Berk Gets 
Akron Station 


Minneapolis, Aug. 15. 
Columbia - owned station WCCO 
apparently acting in concert with 
‘two or three other CBS 50,000- 
watters’ has made a novel approach 
to indie stations in this region which 


li th celina “al A third radio station for Akron! 
was in the cards here today follow- ! 
the rural audience in present-day 


network competition. WCCO has, ing the granting of a permit to Sum- | Drop 23 at Frisco Expo 


for one, overtured local stations in mit Radio Corp. by the Federal 


farm zones remote |Communications Commission. S. San Francisco, Aug. 15. 
mitter suggesting that might k ; 
buy five-minute programs and ask- Bernard Berk, Akron attorney and; The axe fell on the radio depart- 


ing how much it would cost if placed Tadio and sports store owner, is ment of the Golden Gate Interna- 
direct. Understanding here is that president of the new corporation. 
what WCCO is proposing will beemu-| Granting of the permit followed a’ sin 


lated elsewhere later. Whether the ,;ing 18 men in Jack Joy’s orchestra. 
practicability will be first determined , *ree-year fight by Berk for per- Tops ankling from the radio staff 


here and carried out or abandoned Mission to build the third station in| within the month include Program 


If, for instance, such newcomer plans a tryout in New England the “9 
tested program will be either of deep south or far west origin. The 
advertiser figures that this is a economic mode of operation. For the | 
station the sale of a disc version is so much velvet and the advertiser | 
eliminates the possibility that he had made his bow with something 
that wasn’t good for radio in the first place. 


Second Half of Texaco Program 
Selected from Stage Reservoir: 


Akron, O., Aug. 15. 


big network programs build the predicated on the response in the|show currently used in Toronto, | of these scripts will be available to 
audience of all radio and helps make down the commission held there was middle and far west to some tran-| Ernest Pallascio-Morin, of Petit Texaco and its agency, Buchanan. 
the local station a possibility was | 2° need for additional radio facili-| scriptions he made for small sta-| Journal, also appears on program Transamerican will hire two men 
described as not cordial. Indies felt tes in Akron.’ | tions. with Hervey. away from J. Walter Thompson to 
that it was not too wise from their | eo handle the Playwrights half. They 
standpoint to call attention to 50-kw. 
stations or the programs thereon. It 9 Wel 
was feared the findings that CBS or onsore roorams tartin ates 4 ad 
might be able to point to would gram is Wednesday, Sept. 13. It will 
lessen the indies’ own prestige. (* Indicates new show or change of sponsor) run from 9-10 p.m. EST, with the 
(Indies, too, thought they would original contract period, covering 16 
thee pees a of the path of a sell- (Continued from page 23) weeks, co-extensive with the Tex- 
"tittle ACCOUNT TIME and NETWORK PROGRAM Transamerican will rely upon legit 
penevolence for other people’s sky- OCTOBER ¢ and visiting film names to provide 
waves | Lehn & Fink, Inc. (Hind’s Honey & the leads. Has its eye on such possi- 
A sample continuity of the type Almond Cream)*.........eseeeees W; 7:30-8 p.m.—CBS..... Coccvcccees Goneme mpg Bg Gracie Allen; or- | bilities for guest-starring as Ina 
cnestra to cnosen Clai le Y 1, 
ef five-minute programs CBS sta-| Bristol-Myers W; 9-10 pm.—NEC Red........... .Fred Allen, Peter Van Steeden’s 
tions proposed to sponsor over the Orchestra Eth Select 
far-away smallies accompanied the | Charles Gulden, Inc... ..........4. W & F; 6:30-6:45 p.m.—NBC Blue... Gulden Serenaders gomery, Ethel Barrymore. weer 
feelers put out last week. of scripts and stars will be matched 
OCTOBER 5 as available. ‘Saturday's Children," 
New York Not Informed Penn Th; 7:30-8 Pop,’ Wally Butterworth and | ‘Star Wagon’ and ‘Ghost of Yankee 
CBS sales promotion department 8: Doodle’ are among the plays tenta- 
ied Standard Brands Th; :30-9 p.m.—NBC Red...... Those We Love tively considered for the Sept. 13 
in New York when queried by} Ward Baking Co.*..........-00000e8 Th; 8:30-9 p.m.— NBC Blue....... ... Joe Penner 
~ Variety stated it knew nothing of sturter, An orchestra will be select- 
the reported measures of sampling OCTOBER 6 ed for musical backgrounding. Max 
the farm audience in this method,| General Foods (Grape Nuts)*...... F; 8-9 p.m. (new time)—CBS....... Kate Smith Hour Dolin and Lynn Murray are among 
but proposed to look into it forth- OCTOBER 7 those under consideration. 
with. Wm. R. Warner Co.*...........0005 Sat; 8:30-9 p.m.—NBC Blue......... Youth vs. Age 
Wheatena COorp.*...ccccccccssccsenss Sat; 11:30-12 noon—NBC Red....... Hilda Hope, M. D., skit WOODBURY VS 
OCTOBER 8 e 
International Silver Co............. Silver Theatre—Conrad Nagel, guests 
| Colgate-Palmolive-Peet* ........... Sun; 9:45-10 p.»m.—NBC Blue....... Sports Review—Bill Siern ITSELF LOOMS 
AW. Sun; 11:45-12 noon—Mutual........Am. Radio Warblers 
Sun; 4:30-5 p.m.—Mutual............ Lutheran Hour, with Dr. Walter E. 
Maier 
Wheeling Steel....cccccsccccccccves Sun; 5-5:30 p.m.—Mutual.......... . ‘Musical Steelmakers,.’ Dorothy Anne 


later is not clear. Idea is to excerpt 
CBS network programs to sample 
farmer's familiarity with them. 
Presumably the idea is that by in- 
viting farmers to send in post cards 
of comment, together with notations 
of whether the clear channels come 
in strongly, the researchers will be 
armed with factual data to use in the | 
great battle over the sod-busters. 
All this fits in with the story CBS 


the city. WADC is the local Colum- | Manager Bob Coleson and orchestra 


bia outlet, while WJW offers strictly | 
local programs. The permit for the | 
new station allows operation on 1530! 
kilocycles with 1,000-watt power and | 
unlimited time. Berk is given 60) 
days to start construction and six 
months to complete the station. 
Berk first filed a petition for an 
experimental station permit in Janu- | 
ary, 1937. This application was, 


leader, Jack Joy. Arthur Rowe, 
head of the department and musi- 
cians’ union contact man, remains 
with the fair in an advisory capacity 
after the first of the month. Rowe, 
however, will serve without salary. 

Jack Lyman, KPO-KGO producer 
loaned to the fair, has been upped 
to the post of assistant supervisor of 
radio, 


Stanford, F aulkner to Transamerk 


Montreal French Carbon 


Of Toronto Program 
Montreal, Aug. 15. 

French-language version of ‘Let’s 

Disagree,’ produced by Paul L’An- 


Texaco will divide its fall hour 
over CBS into Hollywood and New 
York halves. The Hollywood pro- 
gram, a revue, will continue to have 
Ken Murray, Frances Langford, et 
al. The eastern portion will consist 
of adaptations of famous stage plays 


is reported building to use hereafter turned down by the FCC. Berk | glais, starts Sept. 4 over Station | produced by Transamerican Radio & 
with regard to its now numerous then asked for another hearing on ° CKAC five times weekly for Bromo- | Television Co, Jack Moses agented 
brigade of 50.000-wetiers. /an application for a standard sta- Barry Wood to Luckies Seltzer. the Playwrights Company (Robert 
‘Cooperate’ tion. He said that 34 religious, civic! Barry Wood has been signed to re- ; ; Sherwood, Elmer Rice, Maxwell 

Reported reaction of the local sta- | 49d educational groups in the Akron’ place Lanny Ross on the Lucky Jean Charles Hervey, editor of Le| anderson, Sidney Howard, S. N. 


tions approached to ‘cooperate’ with 
CBS’s clear channels on the plea the 


district went on record as ready to. 
support a third station. At the time | 
the permit originally was turned 


Strike Hit Parade in November. 
Signing of Wood is supposed to be 


Jour, has been retained to adapt 
and deliver French script of English 


Crow, Ardenne White, Steel Sis- 


Behrman) in lining up some 95 plays 
written by its members. Any or all 


NEC is slated to get ‘The Parker 


; ters, Singing Millmen, Steel- | Family’ from Woodbury Oct. 1 if it 
William Morris agency is dicker- OCTOBER 9 makers’ Orchestra can deliver the required hookup be- 
ing with Campbell's soup, Pepsicola fore Columbia finds a choicer period 
_ and Texaco for a weekly half-hour| General Foods Corporation......... M thru F; 12-12:15 p.m.—CBS...... Kate Smith—Noonday Chats for the program The ore sancti 
series with Jack Pearl. Deal will (Calumet Baking Powder) 
ae a Pring (Swans Down Cake Flour) es over from Friday to 7:15-7:30 
4 probably call for the broadcasts to (Diamond Crystal Salt—Tu and Thursday nights with the Aug. 31 
pveegporied in the east, yee on Sun- | G Th only) broadcast on CBS, but the account 
day nights or in an early evening! General Foods (Calumet and Swans won’t stay beyond the expiration of 
slot, so the comedian will be free | thru F; 2:45-3 p.m.—CBS....... -. My Son and I' the current 13-week 29) 
for possible Broadway legit con-; Genera oods (La rance an 
y | M thru F; 3-3:15 p.m.—CBS......... ‘Joyce Jordan—Gir! Interne’ can obtain a better per 
Fier f the possibilities will | Products Refining Co.*........ M thru F; 3:15-3:30 p.m.—CBS...... ‘Society Girl’ manent spot. 
2 "|. M thru F; 4:45-5 p.m.—CBS......... Smilin’ Ed McConnell Period that NBC is lining up for 
be closed in about a week, with the | General Mills. Inc.*..............e0 M thru F; 5:15-5:30 p.m.—CBS...... Not Set Woodbury is 9:15-9:30 on the red j 
series to start about Oct. 1. Matier! George A. Hormel & Co............M thru F; 5:30-5:45 p.m. (new time)‘It Happened in Hollywood’ with (WEAF) link Sundays, which hap- 
of coin is the principal factor now. a, Ee ea ann era . Martha Mears, John Conte and Ed- | pens to be opposite the same ac- | 
OCTOBER 13 die Dunstedter’s Orchestra counts, ‘Woodbury Playhouse’ | 
F; 8:30-9 p.m.—NBC Blue..... Carson Robison is (Charles Boyer), on the blue (WJZ) 
Buffalo Courier Awakes link. | 
e | OCTOBER 20 | 
To Interest In Radio F; 8-8:30 Quizie Doodle Contest—Col. Stoop- Sally Wood and Larry Lawrence 


Buffalo, Aug. 15. 


With the folding of the Buffalo 
Times, the Buffalo (morning) Cou- 


(Cue Liquid Dentifrice)... 


OCTOBER 21 


Colgate-Palmolive-Peet Corp....... 
. Sat; 8-8:30 p.m 


nagle, MC, 


‘Gang-Buster:’ 


are subbing for the ‘Georgia Crack- 
ers’ on WHKC, Columbus. 


rier has stepped up its radio depart- (Cashmere Bouquet)....... Sat; 8:30-9 p.m.—CBS........ .. Wayne King and his Orchestra* 
ment which up to now eee OCTOBER 30 her husband, who sings for WBT, 
a minimum of attention. € for-| California Fruit Growers Exchange, Charlotte, N. C., and WSTP, Salis- | 
mer WGR-WKBW tie-up has been Inc. (Sunkist Oranges and bury, N. C. Now they are a duet. 
taken over by the Courier. P p.m.—CBS........ Not Set 

The Courier is also using a daily ER 31 i thern 
double-column of radio comment en-; La Rosa & Tu; 8-8:30 p.m.—Mutual..... Rosa Coneerts—Orchestra, direc- 


titled ‘Don Tranter Announcing.’ 
Tranter formerly ran a similar col- 
umn on the Times which was dis- 
continued about a year ago. 


Chesebrough Company 


NOVEMBER 1 


(Vaseline 
Products) W; 10-10:30 DE Christian,’ starring Jean Her- 


tor, Alfredo Antonini, guests 


California all-American, now a rep- 
resentative of Davis & Schwegler, 
west coast tax-free music publishing 


sholt 


house, is traveling west, calling on 
radio stations. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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RADIO 


SUITS ROIL ASCAP 


> 


GENE BUCK 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

That a long drawn out fight 
between the American’ Society 
of Composers, Authors and Pub- 
lishers and the National As- 
sociation of Broadcasters impends, 
with the Society determined to 
hold its ground, was made clear 
by Gene Buck, ASCAP prexy, in 
his annual address to the Hollywood 
songwriting fraternity last Friday 
night (11). Some 135 tinpanners at- 
tended the ASCAP banquet at the 
Victor Hugo Restaurant in Beverly 
Hills. 

Buck lost little time warming up 
to his pet hate after the dinner 
debris was cleared away. He 
squared off with both fists and 
snorted his derision at the broad- 
casters for the remainder of the eve- 
ning. 

‘If they want to make war On us 
let them come, we're ready,’ he chal- 
lenged. ‘Of course it would be 
nothing new as we've been warring 
for years. They’ve done about 
everything to us but hit us over the | 
head. We'll welcome any heat they | 
want to put on us in their attempts 
to legalize piracy on a wholesale 
scale.’ 

Buck ridiculed reports that NAB, 
would call for a war chest at the 
September special session in Chi- 
cago to develop its own music and 
talent. | 

‘Oh, again, huh,’ he snickered. | 
‘They tried that same bluff just be- | 
fore we signed the present contract. | 
They said they had a $25,000 pool | 
to do away with ASCAP music and | 
bring out their own. So what came 
of it—nothing. More power to them 
if they can develop a few more 
Beriins, Kerns, Rombergs, Gersh- | 
wins, Frimls. It’s the same old hol- 
low threat and it doesn’t scare us a 
bit. 


That Headache Bill 


‘The broadcast boys came to us a 
short time ago and wanted to know 
what it would cost them for music 
on the new contract. I told them 
it was a little early yet, that the cur- 
rent pact still has a year and a half 
to go, but that they would get our 
proposition in due time. Right now 
we're making an exhaustive survey 
of radio operation, which may take 
two or three months. When that re- | 
port is laid before the board of di- | 
rectors we'll start getting around to} 
what it will cost them. But first, | 
they’ve got another bill to pay up, | 
and that’s for all the expense they | 
put us to defend ourselves in the | 
courts of many states. All that in- 
sidious technique of theirs and the, 
damage done must first be paid be- 
fore we’ll sit around the bargaining 
table with them. 


Some Ham and Eggs 

‘The radio people say _ they've 
made the songwriter famous, made 
their hits possible and created a 
listening and buying public for their 
creations. Let ’em quit making the 
boys famous and give ‘em some 
ham and eggs. They know very well 
that music is 70% of broadcasting 
[Note—it’s 52%] because there aren't 
enough guys gifted to talk. Radio 
has killed incentive for initiative 
among songwriters. Its abuse of mu- 
Sic has shortened the life of a hit 
tune from three months two years 
ago to six weeks now. 

‘The Society was in much better 
shape before that magic instrument 
was invented. The piano started to | 
close when radio came. Sheet mu- 
sic has dropped off as much as 70%; | 
records suffered a 90% drop. A hit) 
tune nowadays is lucky to sell 300,- | 
000 sheets. Before radio a real hit | 
was a cinch for a million sales. Re- | 
cent upturn in record sales was ac- | 
complished by the swing bands. 

‘Using Society as Patsy’ 

‘I think it’s about time the broad- | 
casters quit using the Society as a 
sounding board and patsy to rally 
their forces through their difficulties 
so they can appease station owners 
by telling them we'll get you music 
cheap. 

‘Last year the broadcasters paid us 
$3,800,000 out of the $118,000,000 


| tober with fitting ceremony. 


| at the Bohemian Grove hijinks near 


they made. From our cut we paid 
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Janesville’s Anni Party 


Cuffo at Transmitter 


Janesville, Wis., Aug. 15. 
Several thousand people gathered 
last week to celebrate the 10th anni 
of WCLO here on the grounds at 
the transmitter station. Anniver- 
sary radio show was free. 


Talent included Don McNeill, Eve- 
lyn Lynn, Russ Winnie of WTMJ, 
Milwaukee; Harold Safford, the Gar- 
goyle Trio, Marta Ibsen, Polly and 
her Saddle Pals and Pat Allan, the 
Rangers, WLS Trio and Tom Gen- 
try’s orchestra. 


CHICAGO 
AFRA STRIKE 


Chicago, Aug. 15. 

Likelihood of a radio strike by the 
local of American Federation of 
Radio Artists, which loomed as a 
strong possibility during the past 
three weeks, has cooled off sharply 
following the breaking off of imme- 
diate negotiations between AFRA 
and the broadcasters-agencies group. 


Notification has gone the rounds 
that no strike will be called at this 
time, and that the radio situation 
here will stay at status quo while 
AFRA makes arrangements to bring 
NBC, and possibly Columbia, into an 
arbitration get-together in New 
York in line with the arbitration 
clause in the networks-AFRA code 
and contract. 


LYNN McMANUS ON KRAFT 


Lynn McManus, J. Walter Thomp- 
son staff writer, has been trans- 
| ferred from the Rudy Vallee show 
{to the Kraft Music Hall while Car- 
| roll Carroll, regular KMA scriptist, 
| takes a four-week vacation. 
| McManus left for the Coast Fri- 
|day (11), 


1,075 writers, 125 publishers and all 
our foreign affiliates. That’s feed- 
|ing an enormous furnace. They’ve 
robbed us in Montana and Washing- 
ton and not one cent have we col- 
lected in those states in two and a 
| half years, They’re committing hun- 
dreds of copyright violations and 
when the time comes they’ll be 
brought to account. They'll pay us 


|for all our trouble and expense in 


being dragged through the courts 


jand trailed by the Department of 


Justice before any new deal for our 
music is struck.’ 


Buck said ‘it’s the only quarrel on 
our books’ and that relations with | 
all other forms of show business are 
most friendly. He said ASCAP will 
celebrate its 25th anniversary in Oc- | 
Buck | 
left for New York Sunday night 
(13) after passing a few weeks on 
the Coast, a fortnight being put in 


Frisco. | 


Decca Will 


License Discs 
To Stations 


Decca Records, Inc., last week ad- 
vised broadcasters that it would 
soon submit a plan for licensing the 
air use of the company’s product. 
A circular letter was also addressed 
to Decca artists telling them that 
the recorder proposed to pay them a 
percentage of the fees collected on 
such licenses from stations. 

Letter to broadcasters reminded 
them that Decca had in February, 
1938, warned them to discontinue 
immediately the airing of Decca rec- 
ords. It pointed out that the N. Y. 
Federal court recently upheld the 
manufacturer’s claim to control the 
commercial use of its records. What, 
stated the letter, has been said with 
regard to Decca records applies also 
to Champion records as well as to 
Decca (English) Gloria, Odeon and 
Parlaphone records, for whose pro- 
ducers Decca Records, Inc., is the 
sole United States distributor. 

Victor has already sent out let- 
ters phrased along similar lines to 
broadcasters and Victor artists, 
while Columbia Phonograph Corp. 
is now working on letters of its own. 


How Wrigley’s ‘Casting 
Director’ Operates The 
Local Build-Up Angles 


San Antonio, Aug. 15. 

Marc Daniels, one of the traveling 
casting directors’ for Jesse L. Lasky’s 
‘Gateway tc Hollywood’ (Wrigley) 
who will be presented on the stage 
of the Majestic theatre here next 
week, is presenting a quarter hour 
program each afternoon through 
KTSA sponsored by Joske Bros. 
store. Two boys and two girls ap- 
pear on each broadcast to illustrate 
how auditions are to be held. 

During the week Daniels selects 18 
boys and 18 girls who, in turn, will 
be ‘trained’ by Eddie Sobel, who 
arrives here on the first of the week, 
for their appearance on the stage. 


ARTHUR STRINGER JOINS 
N.A.B. UNDER ED KIRBY 


Washington, Aug. 15. 
Arthur Stringer, Chicago promo- 
tion man, has been added to NAB | 


headquarters staff to shoulder bur- | 


|den of plugging radio in the race, 


against other advertising media. 

Stringer, who formerly was with 
the Chicago Tribune, reports to Ed 
Kirby, director of public relations, | 
and will play a part in planning the | 
‘curtain-raiser’ drive to signal new | 
fall program debuts. | 


Indications are that the American | 
Society of Composers, Authors and | 
Publishers will direct no small part | 
of its counter-attack in the contract | 
controversy with wroadcasters at | 
NBC and Columbia. Burning at the) 
engagement of Sydney Kaye, CBS} 
staff counsel, as special copyright | 
counsel by the NAB, the performing | 
rights organization proposes to 
charge that the webs have joined in 
stirring up the industry because 


ASCAP some months ago announced 
that any new agreement would void 
inequities. In other words, ASCAP 
intended to apply the commercial 


fee to network income at its source 


N.A.B. Meetings 


Washington, Aug. 15. 

NAB Executive Committee 
will hold special meeting at Ritz 
Tower in New York Aug. 22 to 
discuss new code and copyright 
matters, 

Simultaneously, special com- 
mittee named last week to ne- 
gotiate with record manufactur- 
ers will meet with execs to work 
on final plan for licensing sta- 
tions to play discs. 

Code discussion will cover 
when regulations go into effect, 
enforcement machinery, policing 
methods, etc. Copyright talk 
will include plans for special 
convention at Chicago next 
month. 


N.A.B. CALLS 
LEE SHUBERT 


Lee Shubert has received, or soon 
will, overtures from the National 
Association of Broadcasters with a 
view to acquiring broadcast rights to. 
the old musical scores of former 
Shubert stage operettas. This music , 
would be tossed into the reservoir 
that N.A.B. hopes to build in its fight 
against ASCAP’s domination. 


Other theatrical sources of old | 
manuscripts will presumably be un- | 
covered by N.A.B. 

Music publishers and authors 
claim they own the basic copyrights, 


hence control the performing rights. | 


EARLY MORNING BOYS’ 
SLEEPLESS VACATIONS 


NOT MAJORITY 


Washington, Aug. 15. 


‘Spite suits’ against ASCAP do not 
have the unanimous blessing of all 
members of the National Association 
of Broadcasters. The practice of pot- 
shotting the performance rights so- 
ciety by local nuisance legislation, 
impounding of local funds, local in- 
junctions of all sorts, is the work of 
a group of broadcasters whose spirit- 
ual leader is Ed Craney, of KGIR, 
Butte, Montana. 


It reflects a conviction that ASCAP 
can be undermined, tied up, har- 
rassed and annoyed ad_ infinitum 
through state politics, and that ul- 
timately ASCAP can be smashed by 
such methods. It is the opposite to 
the view, seemingly more typical of 
N.A.B. membership, that any legis- 
lative attack on ASCAP must, of 
necessity, be national bccause copy- 
right itself is a Federal matter. 


A spokesman for N.A.B. last week 
told Variety: ‘Many broadcasters 
strenuously oppose the Craney type 
of fireworks, but we can’t very well 
do anything about it. Our members 
are extremely jealous of any chal- 
lenge to their right to operate as 
they see fit. We had that problem 
putting over the code.’ 


Asked if it was lhkely that the 
wisdom or costliness of state sniping 
at ASCAP might be brought up for 
discussion at the Chicago conven- 
tion, the N.A.B. spokesman had his 
doubts. ‘The boys feel too strongly 
about ASCAP ever to indulge in 
criticism of anybody who fights 
ASCAP simply on the grounds that 
the methods used aren’t smart. A 
general finds it hard to tell his sol- 
diers they’re too belligerent.’ 


Slightly Embarrassing 


switches over to WAGA at 7 o'clock | ated. 


N.A.B. leadership realizes it won’t 
be easy in the end to sit down at a 
Atlanta, Aug. 15. | conference table with ASCAP offi- 

Charles Smithgall, who does 5:50 cials if in the meantime bitterness of 
a.m. musical clock stint on WSB anda personal nature has been gener- 
The emotionalism quality is 
for another hour of same, is an of-| already too near-hysterical for the 
ficer in U. S. Army reserve. He| satisfaction of the calmer minds, 
spent his vacation in camp and had This, of course, is closely related to 
to roll out of the hay with the rest| the ‘hit ’em with the kitchen stove’ 
of the boys at reveille. |slogan of the ‘spite suit’ group, 
Harry Brown, WSB engineer, who| which is now answered by the 
rises daily at 4:30 a.m. to crank up| ‘they'll pay through the nose’ defy 
station, also a reservist officer, spent | Of Gene Buck. The latter’s outburst 
his vacation at Fort Benning, Ga.,| @8ainst them in Hollywood rather 


and enjoyed sleeping until routed 
out by bugler at 5 a.m. 


Long Shuttle 


Westinghouse’s ‘Letters Back 
Home’ program skips from the New 


| York to the San Francisco Fair for 


two Sunday quarter hours, Sept. 10 
and 17. Program winds up the fol- 
lowing week back in Flushing 
Meadows. Its on 84 NBC blue sta- 
tions at 5:45 p.m. EST. 

Ray Perkins, Helen Bennett and 
Ken Watt of Fuller & Smith & Ross 
agency, will go west for the two 
shows. 


and not after the affiliated station | 
had received its share of the net-| 
work’s revenue. 

ASCAP intends to take the view- 
point that it’s a fight within the | 
broadcasting industry and that the| 
networks are not willing to meet 
thei just share of the performing 
rights fees due ASCAP. It will point 
out that the webs are paying only 
20% of the ASCAP bill with the re- 
sult that the little fellows in the 
broadcasting industry are forced to 
carry the major burden. Another 
point in ASCAP’s mapped tactics 


will be to stress that it is agreeable 
to issue licenses only for sustaining 
uses and that it would prefer to do 
business direct with advertisers on 


Kaye Tagged | by ASCAP as Web's Man: 
Buck Appoints Committee This Week 


the commercial use of the ASCAP 
catalog. 

Gene Buck, ASCAP president, is 
due back in New York today (Wed- 
nesday) and it is expected that he 
will appoint the radio negotiating 
committee of two publishers and two 
writers by the end of the next week. 
Edgar Leslie and Irving Caesar are 
expected to get the writer designa- 
tions. Because of the knowledge he 
gathered while licensing Warner 
Bros.’ music rights to broadcasters 
three years ago, Herman Starr, pres- 
ent head of the WB music group, is 
being urged as one of the pubs on 
the committee. Other niche will 
likely go to either Walter Fischer or 
Gustav Schirmer, standard publish- 
ers, 


took the N.A.B.’s breath. It has in- 
roduced a note of fear that this 
volleying back and forth of insults, 
abuse and loose words is going to 
make any deal awfully tough to 
achieve. 

It is doubted here that the N.A.B., 
because of its delicate balance of 
power between the various points of 
view and types of mentality repre- 
sented in its membership, can at 
| this date make any ‘friendly over- 
| tures’ to ASCAP. The fire-eaters 
| just wouldn’t allow it. For better 
| cr worse, the State campaigns will 
go ‘unrepudiated.’ At the same time 
nobody anticipates any appeasement 
from ASCAP. Indeed nobody in 
radio believes that the training, 
| work-habits or nature of ASCAP of- 
ficials allows a conciliatory approach 
to anybody or anything. 

So, from this dilemma, it looks 
like bigger and better name-calling 
is inevitable. However foolish or 
ultimately wasteful it may prove, 
that’s that. It’s a blood-feud. 

One bit of common sense seems 
certain to get kicked around until 
| its lost. Namely: that the fight be- 
tween radio and music is essentially 
,and fundamentally a dispute be- 
tween two groups of businessmen. 
It is not necessarily another battle of 
Bunker Hill, liberty at the cross- 
_Troads, the defense of the Alamo, or 
| the last ditch of rugged individual- 
ism. 


Lloyd Thomas to Kearney 


Lincoln, Aug. 15. 

Lloyd Thomas has taken over 
/management of KGFW, Kearney, 
‘after purchasing interest in the sta- 
| tion. He intends to buy the entire 
interest from the stockholders if 
okay with FCC. 

Thomas moves in from Rockford, 
Il. 
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KYSER USES 
THEATRE 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

It cost Kay Kyser $350 to find out 
that he'd rather broadcast from a 
small studio than a hot one. When) 
the bandman came to town for his. 
Luckies broadcast he took one look | 
at NBC’c studio B and its 325 seats 
and decreed it’s too small for his 
class. Up to the front office he 
bounded and insisted that the chain 
find him a larger site. He was po- 
litely told it was no go, that the | 
net has four studios at Radio City | 
of uniform seating capacity and_ 
there was no need to go outside for | 
rental space. | 

Kyser didn’t call on his students | 
for any help but set out himself to | 
do something about it. Available, | 
he was told, was CBS Music Box | 
down the street, seating close to, 
1,000. Just the right size, he mused, | 
and no quibbling over price. What | 
mattered it to him whether it was 
Columbia or NBC—wasn’t he dig- 
ging down into his own jeans for | 
the rental? Deal was struck and) 
NBC’ites no sooner got the word 
than they hustled over to the Mu- 
sic Box with all manner of banners | 
and canvas to cover CBS with their | 
own insignia. 

Twice during the broadcast Kyser 
was forced to shed his dripping gar- 
ments for dry habiliments. Colum- 
bians insist it was an unusually hot 
night and that the cooling system 
was doing it best. 

Kyser will be back in the smaller 
NBC studio this week, and for the | 
remainder of his stay here, gladly | 
sacrificing studio size for personal | 
comfort. And the idea of shelling | 
out $350 every week for studio space | 
isn’t altogether tasteful, either. 

Lux broadcasts from the Music | 
Box but not during the hot months. 


THE EVIL EYE 
SCARED NBC 


Philadelphia, Aug. 15. 

Fearing a_ repetition of Orson 
Welles’ Martian invasion—only worse 
—NBC in a last-minute case of cold 
feet barred a Philly hypnotist from 
the ‘Hobby Lobby’ radio show, a suit 
filed here against the network re- 
vealed last Thursday. 

Howard Klein, the hypnotist, put 
two stenographers to sleep in a pre- 
view demonstration for execs of 
NBC and Young & Rubicam. Eye- 
ing the results, the execs could pic- 
ture the radio audience from coast | 
to coast snoozing before their loud- | 
speakers to Klein’s smooth voice. 
That was too much and a firm nix 
was put on his air appearance. 

Klein claims, in his petition, filed 
in Common Pleas court, that the re- 
fusal to allow him on the show after 
he had been invited to appear on | 
July 18 seriously embarrassed him | 
before his friends. He said he had | 
cards printed and sent to several | 
hundred persons inviting them to | 
listen. | 

It was the previous day, he de- | 


Victor Issues Its License Form 


Immediate reaction that Victor’s scale on phono- 
graph record broadcasting drew from broadcasters in 
the New York area early this week was that the rates 
have been pitched so high as to discourage entirely the 
use of the company’s product on the air. These station 
operators expressed the opinion that Victor was less 
interested in collecting a fee for itself and the catalog’s 
artists than in driving phonograph records off radio. 

Victor's retort to this opinion was that while it 
pegged the rates at the lowest possible level that it 
could operate its licensing system for stations it 
wouldn't lament the removal of its product from the 
air. The company’s headaches would, it added, then 
be cured. It could enlist the services of outstanding 
artists who have refused to record because of the air 
angle. With this element of competition out of the 
way, these reluctant artists might be glad to make 
records again. 

In support of their contention that Victor’s primary 


for its time, but the fee for the license fee for the 
former station is but 50° of the fee that the Class A 
station is asked to pay. 

If a Class A station (charging $200 or more for a half 
hour) elects to use the product of the three major 
phonograph companies, Victor, Decca and Columbia, 
it will have a bill for phonograph records of $900 a 
week. With a station of this classification paying now 
an average of $100 a month for transcriptions its disc 
bill alone would amount to $16,000 a year, 

Columbia’s Pelicy 


Columbia Phonograph Corp., which is owned by 


CBS, plans to confer with the copyright committee of 


the National Association of Broadcasters before it ad- | 


dresses a letter to the stations on the licensing of its 
(CMlumbia's) product. Columbia has taken the attitude 
that since broadcasters won't rush to take out licenses 
and it will be faced with complications from the mu- 
sicians’ union it might as well take its time about set- 


ting up a scale of fee and putting it into effect. Present 


| 


objective is to force its records off the air the broadcast- indications are that the letter to broadcasters will go 
A station out the early part of next week. 
| The license form follows: 


ers cite the inequity of the company’s rates. 
may charge but 20% of the highest station classification 


(COPY) 


In consideration of the making of the payments at the times and in the amounts hereinafter set forth, 


RCA MANUFACTURING CO., INC., of Camden, New Jersey, producer of Victor and Bluebird phonograph 


records, does hereby grant to 


operator of Radio Station..............., whose broadcasting studio is located at 


| 
a personal, non-exclusive, indivisible and non-assignable license under Licensor’s property rights hereinafter | 


| tories. 


STATIONS 
SALES REPS 
MUZAK 


| Muzak, Inc., is prepared to issue 
_local franchises for its wired radio 
/service to stations in certain terri. 
Muzak, under this policy, 
would make the wire arrangements 
and furnish the equipment, while the 
station would do the soliciting and 
servicing of local restaurant, cafe, 
etec., accounts. Programs would be 


|fed from turntables installed in the 


station’s studios. 

WFIL, Philadelphia, has been of- 
fered a Muzak franchise for that 
area. The station is studying the 
possibilities of wired radio in that 
town before making a decision on 
the proposition. 

In renewing its licensing agree. 
ment for another year with Harry 
Fox, agent and trustee for music 
publishers, Muzak has obtained writ- 
ten permission to make unlimited 
use of the transcriptions it manufac- 


referred to, to broadeast the phonograph records herein after identified, subject to the terms and conditions of | tures for wired radio, as well as 
this license agreement, to each of which Licensee expressly agrees: 

1. Licensee is licensed by Licensor to broadcast over Licensee's above-mentioned radio station, either as per master remains unchanged un- 
an original broadcast or as part of a network program, programs containing Victor and/or Bluebird phono- 
graph records produced by Licensor or its predecessor companies and licensed hereunder, but (a) new releases 
shall not be broadcast by: Licensee more than twice a day for the first thirty (30) days following the release 
date thereof as fixed by Licensor in announcements to be sent by it to Licensee from time to time; (b) 
Licensor’s records when broadcast by Licensee shall be clearly announced as Victor or Bluebird phonograph 
records at least once during each broadcast period in which they are used and in any event at least once during 
each fifteen-minute period, and no statement shall be made in conjunction with any broadcast which might 
in any wise tend to mislead listeners int: believing that the artists whose performances are recorded on the 
records broadcast are personally present and performing in Licensee's studio unless that be the fact; and (c) 
worn, scratched or damaged records shall not be used by Licensee for broadcasting purposes, and all reasonable 
efforts shall at all times be made by Licensee to conduct broadcasts of Licensor’s records in a manner which will 
not be detrimental to the prestige and standing of the product and business of Licensor or Licensee. 

2. All Victor and Bluebird records heretofore or hereafter during the continuance of this license produced 
by Licensor or its predecessor companies are licensed hereunder with the exception of those records specified 
in Schedule A attached hereto and made part of this license and with the exception of such additional records 
as may from time to time be specified by Licensor as additions to said Schedule A; provided, however, that if the 
total number of records included in said Schedule A by Licensor shall at any time exceed one-third of the total 
number of records then contained in Licensor’s entire record catalog, Licensee may at its option elect to 


to do. 


hereunder. 


| terminate this license at the end of any month by giving Licensor ten days’ written notice of its intention so 


3. This license is granted under Licensor’s property right in its records, as manufacturer thereof, and 
under any common law property right of the artists whose performances are recorded on the records licensed | 
This license is not intended to constitute, nor does it constitute, a license to publicly perform for 


profit, copyrighted material which may be embodied in any of the Licensor’s records. 
4. The annual license fee payable to Licensor by Licensee in United States currency shall be in accord- 


Class 


K 


Licensee represents and warrants that its highest half-hour rate is $....... 


' ance with the following schedule of rates: 


Highest Half-Hour Rate 
As Published in 


“Standard Rate and Data”* Monthly Fee 


$200 and over $300.00 

$175 to $199 $275.00 

$150 to $174 $250.00 

$125 to $149 $225.00 

$100 to $124 $208.33 

$ 80 to $ 99 $187.50 

$ 60 to $ 79 $166.67 

$ 40 to $ 59 $145.83 

$ 20 to $ 39 $125.00 

$ 19 and under $100.09 
Stations which do not > 
sell time and whose | 

$ 10.00 


solely to educational 


broadeasts are confined 
and religious programs, | 


.. and that it therefore belongs | 


| space radio. The fee of $15 per tune 


ARR is « Saavean » as set forth in the foregoing Sched ule. Licensee’s annual license fee is therefore fixed at | 
RR er ee » payable in equal monthly instalments of $.......... each, in advance, on or before the tenth day 


of each month beginning with the date of this license, which fee is subject to upward or downward revision at | 


the end of each month in the event Licensee shall from time to time change its time rates so as to cause it to 
fall into a different classification, as set forth in said Sch edule. 

5. The term of this license is one year from the date hereof, but it may be terminated by Licensor at any 
time upon ten days’ written notice sent to Licensee at its broadcasting studio by telegraph or mail in the | 
event of non-payment of license fees promptly when due, or failure of Licensee promptly to comply with and | 
fulfill all of the terms and conditions of this license. 


Accepted and agreed to: 


RCA MANUFACTURING COMPANY, INC. 


clared, that Young & Rubicam called | Station Call Letters..........ccccccsccceccccececs 


and asked him to come to their of- | “Radio Advertising Rates and Data, published by St 


fices. Viewing him skeptically, they 
requested a demonstration before a | 
group of their own and NBC execs. | 
Four of Y. & R’s most efficient | 
stenos were the guinea pigs. 

Klein had no trouble in putting 
two of the femmes under his spell in 
practically no time. He woke them | 
up immediately, but it was too much | 
for the assembled gathering. The | 
hypnotist maintains that he was| 
barred from the air merely because 
he is ‘too good.’ 

President of a printing firm, Klein, 
who is 37, asks no specific amount of | 
damages in his suit. Aside from time 
out from his business and other 
minor expenses incurred, the dam- 
age to his pride is his major plaint. 

Although hypnotism is a hobby 
with him, Klein makes frequent pro- 
fessional appearances before clubs 
and other groups. 


Freddie Rich Set 


Freddy Rich will have the band 
assignment on the Bobby Riggs show 
(NBC-red) for Quaker Oats. 

Series returns Sept. 4. 


‘SHERLOCK’-RATHBONE 


ALSO DUE ON WOR 


WOR, N. Y., locally rebroadcasts 
another NBC show when it takes the 


| Grove Laboratories’ Bromo-Quinine 


‘Sherlock Holmes’ series starting Oct. 
4 from 8:30-9 p.m. NBC is set to 
circulate the detective stories, star- 
ring Basil Rathbone, on the Blue net 
at the same hour. WOR will air it 
from ET’s. Stack Goble agented. 

WOR follows Kay Kyser’s Amer- 
ican Tobacco broadcast on NBC 
Wednesday nights, with a repeat 
from Miller tape at the same hour, 
9-10 p.m., on Thursdays. 


BINGHAM’S NEW TRIO 


Kansas City, Aug. 15. 
Virg Bingham, blind pianist at sta- 
tion WHB, is grooming a new trio. 
Present group includes Dolores Tay- 
lor, Dorothy Lee Riley and Bingham. 
Blind pianist has built some 10 ra- 
dio trios in the past. 


AN ANGLE 


State Network Calls Self 
‘4th Largest in World’ 


San Antonio, Aug. 15. 
With the addition 
Amarillo and KFDM at Beaumont 
the Texas State Network now com- 
prises 23 Texas radio stations. It 
being designated as the fourth 
largest radio web in the world. 
Bowing to NBC, CBS and Mutual. 
Amarillo station managed by 
C. S. Gooch. 


Texas 


Bayreuth Pickups 


Bayreuth Music Festival from 
Germany will be shortwaved to 
WOR, N. Y., on five separate pro- 
grams from tomorrow (Thursday) to 
Aug. 28. 

First (17), will be aired 3:30 to 4:30 
p.m.; Sunday (20), 12 noon-1:05 
p.m.; Tuesday, 1:20-2:30 p.m.; Thurs- 
day, 3:50-5:05 p.m., and Monday (28), 
4-5:15 p.m. 


of KFDA 


andard Rate and Data Service. 


BOND WELDS SELLOUT 


OF WOR’S NEWS SKED 


With the buying of a Sunday 12:45- 
1 p.m. Transradio News spot on 
WOR, N.Y., by Bond Clothing Stores, 
all the station’s news programs are 
sponsored. Bond starts Sept. 10 once 
weekly using commentator Frank 
Singiser. 

WOR has 33 quarter hours and six 
five-minute spots aggregating eight 
and three-quarter hours per week of 
sponsored news programs. As with 
Bond, however, some are still to get 
away. 


WING, Dayton To NBC 


WING, Dayton, joins NBC as a 
supplementary on either the red or 
blue network around Sept. 20. 

Station formerly had the call let- 
ters WSMK. 


| 
| 
| 


der the renewed contract. Previous 
license did not specifically cover 
wired radio. 


JUGGED ‘SCOUT 
RADIO 


Detroit, Aug. 15. 
Charles R. Jefferson, self-styled 
‘film scout’ held in Miami on charges 
of murdering Ruth Dunn, 17, was 
production manager at WXYZ here 
for four months in 1935-36 under 


| alias of Tom Ashwell. Previously he 


held a similar job at WLW, Cincin- 
nati. 

When he skipped out of Detroit in 
January, 1936, he left behind two 
bad checks for $616 at Hotel Webster 
Hall, where he tossed a huge party 
for radio folk the night before his 
departure. Warrant was issued for 
his arrest but he was never located, 
for he went to New York as an in- 
dependent radio show producer 
under name of Thomas Cochran, 


Had Small WLW Job 
Cincinnati, Aug. 15. 

A peeve to the WLW-WSAI official 
family was the manner in which the 
local dailies sensationalized and mis- 
used the facts of Charles Jefferson's 
former connection. During the sum- 
mer of 1935 the alleged slayer put 
in a brief spell in the production de- 
partment of Crosley’s stations under 
the name of Tom Ashwell. 

In playing up the local connec- 
tion, one sheet had Jefferson in first- 
page streamers as ex-WLW exec. 

He was let out of the Crosley or- 
ganization when a flood of bad 
checks tipped off his misrepresented 
past. Those who worked with him 
remember Jefferson as an eccentric. 


_An NBC Man Will Spend 


Scientific Year in So. Seas 


NBC will detail one man and ex- 
tensive equipment to accompany the 
National Geographic-University of 
Virginia expedition to the South 
Seas, sailing middle of next month. 
Group will be gone about a year. 
NBC’s man, as yet unpicked, will 
arrange to send back DX broadcasts 
of the doings of the party from per- 
manent equipment installed on their 
boat. 

Group will gather scientific data 
under the leadership of Wilbur O. 
Nelson of the U. of Virginia. NBC 
last year sent George Hicks, W. 
Brown, and John Adams with a 
National Geographic setup to short- 
wave descriptions of the total 
eclipse of the sun. 


Jack Gross to KFWB 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Jack Gross moved over to KFWB 
as sales manager after KEHE, where 
he was headman, ceased to exist. 
Chet Mittendorf, commercial boss 
at WB for the past six years, set up 
his own unit of sales merchandising 
at the Warners transmitter. 
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AIR-RAP SHARECROP EVIL 


POLLEGES, 


See Broadcasting Ideal In- 
strumentality to Marshal 
Opinion Against South’s 
Greatest Disgrace—Social 
Implications Stir Imagina- 
tions 


PRIZES 


Charlotte, N. C., Aug. 15. 

A frontal attack upon the poverty- 
and-ignorance living habits of share- 
cropper farmers, regarded as the 
south’s greatest disgrace, is being 
planned here in a three-way tie-up 
between Clemson College, South 
Carolina, the North Carolina State 
College of Agriculture and radio sta- 
tion WBT of Charlotte. A series of 
radio programs over the _ 50,000- 
watter await only the working out 
of some of the practical! and financial 
details of selecting and transporting 
sharecropper farmers, who are piti- 
fully poor and usually inarticulate. 
It’s deemed important to have the 
program partly by, as well as for 
sharecroppers. 

The program, because of its vast 
social impact, must be carefully 
worked out. One of the objectives 
of liberal thought in the south is to 
get sharecroppers to grow vege- 
tables, flax, etc., for their own sub- 
sistence instead of concentrating 
solely on money crops. The permis- 
sion of the landlords is thus needed 
and the latter may be stubborn un- 
less public opinion can be mar- 
shalled. 

The literature of protest against 
sharecropping with its accompanying 
adverse publicity for the south has 
not failed to stir a sense of shame 
down here. Mostly, however, there 
has been no practical approach to a 
solution. The sharecroppers are liv- 
ing on $100, and less, per family per 
year in conditions that can scarcely 
be over-drawn in terms of squalor 
and misery. The vast problem that 
has baffled economists and leading 
citizens, and been more or less 
brushed off by the politicians, has 
been and is a challenge. 

Won’t Read—Some Can’t 

Radio’s usefulness seems apparent 
because most of the sharecroppers 
cannot afford newspapers and from 
lack of exercising the function are 
slow readers and disinclined to 
peruse print. They do, however, get 
together around their makeshift ra- 
dios. Hence reaching them and pre- 
paring them mentally to make the 
effort and cooperate with any cam- 
paign to reform conditions ideally 
demands the use of broadcasting. 

WBT has had considerable success 
with a radio program called ‘The 
Alarm Clock,’ aimed at the more 
pretentious farmers, those able to af- 
ford equipment and intelligently in- 
terested in markets and farming 
technique. The station is receptive 
to the idea of trying to do some- 
thing for the sharecroppers. Most 
persons seem agreed that the one 
simple improvement that could most 
€asily raise the sharecroppers from 
their present hoplessness and peon- 
age is to diversify their crops and 
break the vicious circle of rented 
farms. with tobacco and cotton but 
not enough healthy food. 

The Charlotte Chamber of Com- 
merce is willing to donate prizes and 


certificates of 


NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 


EDWARD PETRY & CO. 


ON THE NBC RED NETWORK 


‘Master Farmer’ as 
part of this plan of action. These 
incentives are considered very essen- 
tial in the lives of people without in- 
centives, people who are cowed and 
whipped by the back-breaking con- 
ditions of their existence. 

While the area as a whole has not 
as yet any clear conception of the 
possibilities of this radio campaign 
many people of imagination are gen- 
uinely excited by the whole concep- 
tion. 


John Dolph Leaves CBS 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
John Dolph checks out in two 


weeks as assistant general manager | agency found it difficult to clear a mum of 13 weeks. 
|suitable network and time for the Utica, 


of Columbia Pacific network. 


Lava Soap (P&G) in Six 
Towns Via Platters; 
Was Tested on WBBM 


Chicago, Aug. 15. 

Lava soap, Procter & Gamble 
product. will spread its kid show 
appeal through six markets starting 
on Sept. 25 through Blackett-Sam- 
ple-Hummert agency here. 

Show, ‘David Adams,’ was tested 
on WBBM here last season. Pro- 
gram will be platterized, since the 


He will return to the agency field. kid period. 


HECKER’S TO McCLATCHY 


|Minut Tapioca Testing in Five 
‘Neilson Markets’ 


Hecker’'s H-O cereal has taken 
|two quarter-hours a week of the 
| ‘Magazine of the Air’ on the NBC 
Pacific red. It involves nine stations 
‘including the McClatchy group. 
, Contract starts late in September. 


Minut Tapioca (General Foods) 
has bought spot announcement cam- 
-paigns in five Neilson test towns, 
| with the schedule calling for nine 
/announcements a week for a mini- 
The towns are 
Harrisburg, Sacramento, 
| Peoria and Erie, 


SPEAKS ITSELF 


At day’s end July 


CBS SPLITS 
FOR SMILER 


Columbia has sold a late afternoon 
split network to Bakeries for a five- 
a-week series with Smiling Ed Mc- 
Connell, starting Oct. 16. Hookup 
| will consist of 18 stations, with 4:45-5 
p.m. the period every day but Sat- 
| urday and Sunday. 


Campbell-Mithun, of Minneapolis, 
| is the agency. 


== 


, the Nation’s Station was six weeks ahead of last year’s 


schedule o placing of Fall and Winter business. We take this opportunity to 


thank, and 


and again, thety sales efforts over WLW. 


Ilcome the \newcomers as well as those who have renewed, again 


It is a generally s4ccepted fact that the volume of business carried on any station 


is strongly indicative of its general—_and specific—effectiveness. It follows then 


that our present schedule, the largest in the history of the Nation’s Station, is 


conspicuous proof of\the dominahce of WLW as a selling force. 


If you, however, would\like to augment this amazing record of confidence with 


unbiased, undramatize 


among listeners, we invite\you to write 


FACTS concerning WLW’s coverage and popularity 
n, or call, for the story of WLW —based on 


the statistical data recently\revealed in ur 140,000 Call Coincidental Survey, con- 


ducted by the Ross Federal 
Company, in 13 markets. 


in 7 additional markets, the Analysis of whi 


search Corporation and the Alberta Burke Research 
Also, our more recently completed Ross Federal Survey 


will soon be released. Direct your 


request to Transamerican Broadeasting & T léyision Corporation, New York, or 


WLW 


See the Crosley Building at the New York Worlds Fair 


MORE THAN 100 QUARTER- 
HOURS OF NEW SHOWS! 


35 NEW WLW CONTRACTS (signed 


within the past 2 


weeks!) for which 


WLW WILL ORIGINATE 3 NEW NET- 


WORK PROGRAMS, 


AUDIENCES. 


and 14 FOR LOCAL 


A volume of business not usually con- 


tracted for until after the first week in 


September! 
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55 Stations Competed for Old Gold 
‘Best Up Merchandizing Award 


KTOK. Oklahoma City, 
awarded first prize by Lennen & 
Mitchell in the ‘merchandising con- 
test’ which the agency conducted in 
connection with the debut of the Old 
Gold program (Bob Benchley-Artie 
Shaw? on NBC. First prize 
amounted to $75 in cash. 

Of the 98 stations in the Old Gold 
hookup 55 submitted clipbooks con- 
taining samples 
dising campaigns on the debut. 
Stunt that got KTOK top recogni- 
tion was its placing of a couple! 
junked lizzies at important traffic 
intersections and attaching signs 
which read: ‘This car was wrecked 
while the passengers were rushing 
home to hear the Old Gold program 
on KTOK.’ 

Second prize of $50 went to, 
WABY, Albany, while awards of $25 | 


each went to KMA, Shenandoah; | 
WXYZ, 


BAKERIES GOFOR 


WNEC. New Britain; 
troit: WMPS, Memphis; and KSOO, 
Sioux Falls. It had been planned to 
offer but three prizes of $25 each 
but the entries of the last two sta- 
tions so impressed the agency that 
they were included. 


Cedric Foster's Emergency Cut 
Hartford, Aug. 15. 

Cedric W. Foster, station manager 
of WTHT, is at Hartford Hospital re- 
covering from an emergency appen- 
dectomy performed Tuesday (8). 
Condition reported as good. 

Called back from his vacation, 
Glover Delaney, commercial man- 
ager, is in charge of all station ac- 
tivities. 


RADIO 
STATION 


Radio station WWJ was not 
only the first station in Amer- 
ica, but it has maintained its 
position as the first station in 
listener interest in Detroit since 
it was established,—a fact 
proven by every survey that 
has ever been made! 


Co ned and Operated 
The Detrow N 


National Representatives 


Geo. P. Hollingbery Co. 


New York, Chicoge, Sen Frencisce, Atanta 


of their merchan- | 


KFRC’s New Spot Accts. 


San Francisco, Aug. 15. 
New spot biz on KFRC includes: 
Charles E. Hires Co. (beverages), 
through O'Dea, Sheldon & Canaday 
Co., N. Y., for daily 100-word an- 
nouncements. 
Healthaids, Inc., 


through Austin & 
Spector Co.. New York, spotting 
'*Victor Lindlahr’ waxes, three half- 
hours weekly, starting Sept. 11, to 
| plug Serutan and Journal] of Living. 
Vita-Par Corp. (paints), of New- 
| ark, N. J.. is spotting 90 100-word 
announcements, starting Sept. 1. 
| Lea & Perrins sauce, 
Schwimmer’ & Scott, 
| placing 100-word announcements 
‘two nights weekly, Sept. 25 through 
' March 21, 1940. 


PATTY JEAN 
WAXERS 


Seattle. Aug. 15. 
Patty Jean (Mrs. Wiltiam V. For- 


rest) is being extended to various | 


Pacific markets through the medium 
of transcriptions made here of her 
health club program on KOMO. Pa- 
cific National Advertising agency has 
peddled the platters and set local 
sponsorship deals, all with bakeries. 
as follows: 
Gordon, KHJ. Los Angeles. 
Gordon, KFRC, San Francisco. 
Kilpatrick, KEX, Portland. 
Kilpatrick, KAST, Astoria. Ore. 


Davison, KXRO, Aberdeen, Wash. 
Valdekamps, KIT, Yakima, Wash. 
Twin Bakeries, KGVO, Missoula, 
Mont. 
| Meantime Patty Jean, who orig- 


| Kilpatrick, KBDN, Bend, Ore. 
| 
| 
| 


inally came to Seattle cold from: 


CKLW, Windsor-Detroit, is on 
KOMO twice daily six days a week 
for Hanscom Baking. 


Chicago, Aug. 15. 


| University Broadcast Council, 


| which has handled the radio activi- | 
| ties of the University of Chicago, | 


| DePaul and Northwestern Universi- 


ties for the past four years, will fold | 
as of Oct. 1 unless present contracts | 


‘are renewed. And from present in- 


through | 
Chicago, is | 


| dications, 


Omar Incorporated 


coincidental survey 


calls, 


OMAHA, NEBR. 


Dian Dircétors: 


Before purchasing 
Omaha market, examine the new survey by 


Omar conducted a personal door-to-door 
Bluffs and Lincoln markets—made 16,623 


They found more sets tuned to WOW in 
every hour of the day from 7 A.M. to 6 P.M. 
Write us for a copy of the survey report. 


WOW 


radio time in the 


in the Omaha-Couneil 


Manager, 
RADIO STATION Wow 
Omaha, Febraska 


| VADEBONCOEUR TO WSYR 


Move by 
Strengthen Station’s News 


Syracuse, Aug. 15. 


R. Vadeboncoeur is the new | 
| di wel of news and special events 


at WSYR. Harry C. Wilder is ex- 
pected to push the station into a 
more prominent role in local news 
which is still upset by the recent 


demise of the 100-year-old Syracuse | 


Journal. 

Vadeboncoeur, a fiction writer 
and late city editor of the Journal, 
has broadcast from WSYR and also 
over WFSL. 

He assumes his new post at 
WSYR on Aug. 24. 


BENNETT 
‘LONE STAR’ 


San Antonio, Aug. 15. 
Harold Hough, chairman of the 
operating committee of the Lone) 


, debut on Sept, 25, has appointed Sam 
/H. Bennett, former manager of 
| KTAT, Fort Worth, as general man- 
‘ager of the new web. Headquarters | 
' will be in Dallas. 

| There will be a base rate of $271.25 


plus a $45 line charge for the six- | 


station group for each individual 
one-hour broadcast with $60 addi- 
; tional for KGNC of Amarillo. How- 
ever, transcriptions at $7.50 per 
quarter-hour disc may be provided 
for KGNC. 


WEST VIRGINIA PAIR 


WBLK. Clarksburg, W. Va., and 


WGK\V, Charleston, join the affiliate | 


list of NBC Sept. 24. They will be 
offered jointly for $140 an evening 


hour as optional for either the red 


or blue link. 

The Charleston outlet is now 
under construction and will operate 
full time at 100 watts on 1,500 ke. 


Bob De Wolfe has succeeded John 
Garberson as answer man on Gen- 
eral Electric’s evening ‘Science 


‘ Forum’ over WGY, Schenectady. 


Chi : University Broadcasting Council | 
~ Probably Ending Oct. Oct. 1 After 4 Years 


such renewals are un- 
likely. 

UBC, which has been successful 
in bringing together the universi- 
; ties and radio, is folding primarily 
due to the pull-out of the U. of Chi- 
cago which has switched to an in- 


dependent radio attitude since the! 


advent of Bill Benton, formerly of 
Benton & Bowles, as one of the key 
execs of the school. 

Council was the 


the UBC. Particularly outstanding 
in the UBC radio program setup was 
the U. of C. Round Table which 
crept high up on the listeners’ rating 
under the UBC banner. Lately, how- 
ever, the U. of Chicago has taken 
over direct control of the Round 
Table show. 


the radio, the Council got $5,000 
apiece from Chicago and North- 


DePaul. NBC also contributed 
$5,000; Columbia, $3,500; Mutual- 
WGN, $3,500, and the indie Ralph 


eral Education Board of the Rocke- 
feller Foundation rated the UBC 
sufficiently important to contribute 
a total of $60,000 to the UBC over 
the four-year period. 

For some time it was considered 


| key midwest universities might join 
Notre Dame, Purdue and Marquette, 


deal. 
NBC may bring Allen Miller into | 


| 


its organization. 


Harry Wilder’ to 


Star Network, which will make its | 


AVAILABLE ON NBC 


brain-child of | 
Allen Miller who has headed the | 
Council's activities since its incep- | 
tion, and who was responsible for | 
most of the programs broadcast by | 


Under the four-year contracts that | 
JBC held with the universities and | 


western annually and $3,000 from | 


Atlass station, WIND, $1,500. Gen- | 


likely that two or three of the other | 
the UBC to take over the vacancy | 
Jeft by the U. of Chicago’s depar- | 
ture. Particularly’ interested were) 


but the distances of these- schools | 
from the Loop cold watered any | 


= 


From the Production Centers 


IN NEW YORK CITY 


To-hounds-we-go Tom Ryan of Pedlar & Ryan mending bent vertebrae 
| following a mishap...Doc Smelser of Procter & Gamble, Cincinnati 
| ing class to Ken Dyke's office at NBC last week...Betty Garde’s serial, 
‘My Son and I,’ starts Oct. 9...Max Dolin in town. If you meet Clay 
Morgan going up to the Rainbow Room its probably an Australian broad- 

caster with him...Helen Brooks hurried into New York last week for a 
one-shot appearance on the ‘Betty and Bob’ program over NBC, return- 
ing the same night for the performance at the Berkshire playhouse, Stock- 
| bridge, Mass. It’s a four-hour train trip each way.. 

Al Helfer doing entire reconstruction job of Brooklyn Dodgers road 
._ ballgames. Red Barber, regular play caller, gets those days off... .Net- 
' works readying to pull in Hitler’s speech of Aug. 27. Will hit New York 

about 6:30 in the morning. NBC’s Coast outlets will remain open all night, 
| relay reaching out there about 3:30 a.m. WOR and CBS also will take 
| 


lend- 


U. S. Army will take cuttings of their Plattsburg, N. Y., maneuvers next 
| week, made by WMCA, N. Y., and offer them cuffo to New England sta- 

tions....‘The Shadow’ scheduled to return to Mutual net Sept. 24 spon- 
_ sored again by D. L. & W. Coal Co.....When and if he’s renewed, Elliot 

Roosevelt's Emerson Radio news commentary on Mutual will be spread to 
| the Coast .WCMI, Ashland, Ky., has been added to the newly formed 

Southern Network which adds to the Mutual net Sept. 24....New York 
| apartment house currently culling tenants via radio. Beaux Arts Apts. 
| using eight spot announcements for five weeks on WMCA, N. Y. 


IN HOLLYWOOD . 


| Sandy Barnett and Geor: ge ” Wells back from New York to whip first 
Lux program into shape. Barnett takes over direction from Frank Wood- 
ruff, now a film megger at RKO. Wells has been scripting the 


soap 
dramatics for several seasons. Bob Redd's brainchild, ‘Two Happy 
| People,’ getting a ride on NBC’s coast blue to drum up a bankroller. Happy 


ones are Margaret Brayton and Fred Mackaye. 


Redd also produces.... 
| George Fischer back from New York... 


-Donald Thornburgh brought Paul 
Keston back to the Coast with him, which made the gang at KNX un- 
easy. Just another attack of v.p. jitters....Dick Mack back from Lake 
Tahoe loafing spell and ready to dream up another season of gags for 
Edgar Bergen....Syd Dixon, NBC’s champ deerslayer, off to the kill. Don 
Gilman hiding away in the Canadian Rockies....Jimmy Fonda getting 
his Sunkist program ready for Lord & Thomas. Art Baker spiels the 
virtues of citrus....Pat Patterson doing Coast publicity for Benton & 
Bowles shows....Charles Vanda recuperating from illness contracted at 
Fort Smith. Ark... where he helped Bob Hussey produce special Bob Burns 
broadcast from Van Buren, Ark....Jack Runyon setting up quarters for 
Buchanan agency a couple of floors below Lord & Thomas where he once 
ruled the radio roost....Jack Benny still auditioning tenors and just about 
exhausting the home crop. Understood a fresh batch of tryouts being dis- 
| patched from New York....David Broekman and Jack Runyon back to- 
gether again on the Texaco show. It’s been on and off for the past five 
.Bob Brewster and Paul Rickenbacher will team on production of 
| Chase & Sanborn while Cal Kuhl siestas for three weeks. Brewster also 
has the Kraft show to handle, while Rickenbacher, former producer, is 
Danny Danker’s aide at Thompsons in corraling talent. 


| years 


IN SAN FRANCISCO 


Bob Griffen and Margaret Fuller (Mr. and Mrs.’ of NBC's Chicago 
| dramatic staff were in town last week to see the fair and visit Ted Max- 
| well and his wife, Bobbe Deane....Gladys Cronkhite, director of the ‘In- 
| ternational Kitchen’ on KPO, and her husband, have just bought two 
| thoroughbred horses from Eleanor Getzendanner, owner of the blind 
| jumping horse, Elmer Gantry....Ken Gillum left Saturday (12) for Holly- 
_| wood to peddle his comedy wares. 


+ 


LOSES LIBEL SUIT 


| Lawyer Fails to Collect Damages 
From Station WOR 
N. Y. supreme court Justice Ken- 
neth O'Brien Thursday (10) dis- 
| the $15,000 libel action of a 
|N. Y. attorney, Ernie Adamson, 
against the station WOR, newscaster 
| Frank Singiser, and the Consolidated 
Cigar Corp., finding no libel in 
| Singiser’'s statements regarding the 
| plaintiff made on March 27. 
| The plaintiff had claimed that the 
| broadcast stated that he had billed 
the City of Montreal for $10,000 for 
legal services, of which the city of- 
ficials were unaware, 


No change in programming or 
policy Better service to Met- 
ropolitan New York including 
its 6,982,635 foreign citizens. 


WBN 7008 


The Station thal Speahs Your Language 


Bill Rimes, son of the station’s 
late founder, is cub mikeman at 
WCSH, Portland, Me. Enters his 
last year at Harvard in fall. 


FAIR WEATHER AHEAD! New |. 


Ee York State Fair will bring 200,000 


visitors to Syracuse—an extra audi- 


ence of buy-minded customers for 


| users of WSYR. 


| 
| 
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VARIETY 


Jones of NBC ¢o see Mr. Witmotrt, with 3,500,000 MORE radio families 


46,000 PEOPLE from every state... Kansas bankers, Texas 
cowboys, Maine fishermen, California miners, Florida waitresses 
and Utah school-teachers . . . including many in areas never be- 
fore covered by ax) network survey...were asked “what stations 


do you listen to regularly; which do you listen to mosi7’’ The 
number one revelation: nearly 3,500,000 more radio families 
listen regularly at night to NBC Red than to any other network 
...and that means more millions of additional buyers / 


22,000,000 the Red 


(and we mean families) 


...18% greater audience than any other network! 


—That’s only ove of the startling 
new facts that radio’s most pene- 
trating circulation research re- 
veals about America’s Number 
One Network! 


LL PARDON US for saying that 
the pulling power of the NBC Red Network 
is no secret... certainly it isn't to the 79 national 
advertisers who spent over $31,000,000 on it 
last year... more than was spent in any other single 
advertising medium in the world! 


Nor is it a secret that a majority of the lead- 
ing programs — day and night —are on the 
RED, and that this has been true every year 
since network broadcasting began. 
BUT—the real facts about how and why net- 
works differ so importantly in circulation—and 
sales—have been a secret to many adverusers. 


NOW, FOR THE FIRST TIME in radiohistory, a prob- 
ing, penetrating research study tells the complete 
story of station and network listening habits. 


FOR THE FIRST TIMF, research goes not only into 
those cities where the leading networks have sta- 
tions...but also thoroughly explores the rural and 
urban areas where the heretofore unsurveyed 
“OTHER HALF” of the radio audience lives... 
14,000,000 radio families who listen, and buy! 


Many new and important radio listening facts 
are revealed ... but this one stands out— 
In the evening hours 22,000,000 families listen 
regularly to the NBC Red Network... over 18% 
more than to any other network! 
You'll agree this is a sizable circulation “bonus” 
in any advertising man’s language. It’s the net 
result—the “‘pay-off”’ if you like—of the Red 
Network's superior physical coverage and its 
program leadership. No othersingle advertising 
medium has ever approached this day-in and 
day-out circulation—no wonder the NBC Red 
Network is the Number One Medium! 

From whatever angle you care to analyze it, 
you'll find the NBC Red is your first choice..s 
the network most people listen to most 


NBC NETWORK 


The network most people listen to most 


NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY « A RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA SERVICE 
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‘journment Saturday (5). 
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BILLS AFFECTING RADIO DIE 
WITH CONGRESS; DRY ANSWERED GURNEY 


Future Legislation Will Be Affected by New FCC’s 


Chairman’s_ Ability 
Previous Chairmen 


to Beat the Fate 


Washington, Aug. 15. 

More than a dozen pieces of pro- 
posed legislation directly affecting 
the broadcasting industry, the bulk 
banning radio advertising of any 
alcoholic beverages, remain on the 
Congressional calendar following ad- 
Few have 
any real chance, however. 

A large number of measures with 
an indirect relation to radio or 
touching the industry along with 


other lines also are in position to be | 
pushed when the law-makers return 


in January. Included in this cate- 
gory are numerous copyright pro- 
posals which probably will get some 


| criticism 


attention next year in view of the | . ; 
!and sellers for profaning American 


decision to hold hearings on a com- 
prehensive revision of the 30-year- 
old statute and to push the inter- 
national treaty in 1940. 

Although much was said about 


* BLAIR £CO.Representative 


5000 WATTS DAY 


1000 WATTS NIGHT. 


| regulation, the only legislation of 
any great consequence to emerge 
from committee was the measure of 
| Senator Edwin Johnson of Colorado, 
imposing an air-tight ban on plugs 
for beer, wine, and hard liquor. This 
measure was reported by the Sen- 
ate Interstate Commerce Committee 
‘back in the spring, ut never re- 
ceived attention on the floor follow- 
_ing presentation of a minority report 
by Senator Chan Gurney of North 
Dakota, former broadcaster. In clos- 
ing moments of the session the au- 
thor of the legislation delivered a 
kag speech replying to Gurney’s 
and condemning radio 
along with the fire-water makers 
homes and tempting children to gur- 
gle the giggle-juice. 

Aside from the copyright items, 
none of the other pieces of suggested 
legislation looks as if it will go any- 
where next year. This is particular- 
ly true of the Wheeler-Lea-McNinch 
and White bills to reform the FCC, 
the proposals to prohibit super- 
power operation, and the idea of a 
government-owned transmitter. Lit- 
tle reason for optimism in regard to 
soine measures the industry would 
like to see on the statute books, such 
< Emanuel Celler’s idea of lifting 
libel penalties from stations, John 
Cochran’s move to cutlaw the cul- 
ture-goodwill phase of the interna- 
tional rules, and Clarence J. Mc- 
Leod’s attempt to force the FCC to 
issue three-year licenses. 

There is some possibility the per- 
ennial investigation resolutions may 
ge‘ attention next year, but the odds 
against action are long. With a cam- 
paign coming up, legislators will be 
in a rush and the Democrats not dis- 
posed to stir up a fuss. If the FCC, 


of | gether and adopt some new, sounder 


| under the leadership of Chait | 


| designate James L. Fly, can pull to- 


On the Beam 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Columbia finally got around to 
the real thing in its Americans at 
Work series. They came west 
for the first time to do a broad- 
cast of the Indians at their 
weaving and tribal ceremonies 
from Gallup, N. M. 

Fox Case, KNX special events 
head, sold headquarters on the 


policies in the next few months, 
clamor for a probe unquestionably 
will diminish. Most likely that the 
Senate Interstate Commerce Com- 
mittee will designate a subcommittee 
to ponder various suggestions for re- 


idea of giving the program a 
genuine ring. 


SON, 12, SINGS HYMNS; 


— 


STATE MILK 
BLURBS 


Albany, Aug. 15. 

Some 17 stations will be used to 
air about 130 transcribed one-min.- 
| ute blurbs as part of 1939-40 New 
| York State ‘drink more milk’ cam- 
paign, which broke in some 600 daily 
and weekly newspapers of the state 
last week. Radio plugging will run 
four months, stop for two in mid- 


‘AIDS POP GET CONTRACT) tivo Tt wil be on 


Wheeler and Senator Wallace E. 


White, Jr. 


| 
WCAU, Philly, Managing 


Beaut Rodeo; Variety Club 
Surrenders Local Right 


Philadelphia, Aug. 15. 

For the first time in the history 
of the Atlantic City beauty contest, 
local winner is being chosen by a 
radio station. WCAU has taken up 
the Variety Club franchise for 
Philly and is handling the selection 
of the town’s rep. 

Using spots on the air for promo- 
tion, outlet has collected a flock of 
applicants who will be given audi- 
tions. Winners of each set of audi- 
tions will be in the final on Aug. 29. 
Gals, in addition to beauty, must 
show some talent, either dancing, 
singing or dramatic. 

Five judges include no radio men 
or newspapermen, 


CJRC YAWN PATROL 
ACT TALKS TO WLS, 


Winnipeg, Aug. 15. 

Earl Kurtze, hillbilly booker, has 
made overtures to manage the Yawn 
Patrol gang on CJRC, Winnipeg. 
Kurtze, who is connected with the 
other home of all hillbillies, WLS, 
Chicago, and various commission 
agencies, became acquainted with 


AND HIS 


ORCHESTR 


17th Week — Sun Valley, New York World’s Fair 
Again Sponsored by Dunn and McCarthy 


ENNA JETTICK PROGRAM 


Through Marschalk and Pratt 


EACH SUNDAY 


(COMMENCING AUGUST 20TH) 
N.B.C,. Coast-to-Coast Red Network 
(88 Stations) 


Personal Representative: JACK LAVIN 
The Park Central, New York 


EGA 


5:00 P.M., E.D.S.T. 


local act when it appeared with a 
WLS barn dance unit at the Or- 
pheum theatre here during Royal 
| welcome week. 

| Nothing signed or sealed yet with 
| Kurtze. Just a-dickering 


Feltis, the Man With 
The Film, Returns Home 


Seattle, Aug. 15. | 


Hugh Feltis, commercial manager 
|of KOMO-KJR, is back from a two 
|months eastern jaunt, the second 


such trip in two years. Both times 
_he acted as traveling impresario of a 
| commercial film all about the Seattle | 
region. 

This time, among various stunts in 
| the east, he got the film televised 
over NBC-RCA’s New York trans- 
mitter, 


| NAB AIR ‘OUTLAW’ 


Mystery Broadcaster Traced Down, | 
Arrested in St. Louis 


St. Louis, Aug. 15. 
| Michael Ziegler, an unemployed | 
organ builder and radio ‘outlaw’ 


was arrested here last week by De- 
| partment of Justice Agent Jack Bren- 
nan. Police and amateur operators 
| had been complaining of interfer- 
| ence from a local station that they 
knew was not operating legally. 
| This together with the recent fake 
| radio distress calls from a purported 
| sinking ship off the Florida coast 
| spurred local amateurs into action. 
| Ziegler readily admitted he had 
| not complied with the Federal law 
by obtaining a license to operate his 
| Station, pleading ignorance. He was 
, arrested and his set, which he built 
| at a total cost of $12 since he lost 
| his job eight months ago, was con- 
| fiseated. His bond was set at $1,000. 


| 
| Renew Jim Stevenson 


Detroit, Aug. 15. 

Jimmy Stevenson’s early a.m. 
newscast over WJR here has been 
renewed for additional 52 weeks, 
| starting in September. Sweetheart 
Soap will bankroll three a week, 
| with Rival Dog Food the remaining 
three. 
| Stevenson’s supper newscast has 
_likewise been renewed, with Dodge 


| 


| 


Sheboygan, Wis., Aug. 15. 


weekly schedule. 


WGY, WHAM and WGR are 


Radio station executives are ever|tions are also used. There are a1 


resourceful in lining up time sales. 
Ed Cuniff, manager of WHBL here, 
has signed the Ramm Funeral Home 
by providing free talent. 

His son, Richard Cuniff, aged 12, 
sings hymns for the undertaker. 


KFH WILL APPEAL 


Still Fighting FCC Okay for KFBU 


to Move In 


Wichita, Kan., Aug. 15. 

~ Again protesting the change of lo- 
cations for station KFBI from Abi- | 
lene, Kan., to Wichita, local station | 
KFH has filed notice of its inten- | 
tion to appeal from the order of the | 
FCC made in July granting per- | 
mission for the move. The appeal 

will go before the United States | 
Court of Appeals. 

Previous to the order, KFH had, 
asked for a rehearing of the case 
and it was denied. KFBI is owned | 
and operated by the Farmers & | 


Bankers Life Insurance Co. of, 
Wichita. 
Radio Attys. Multiply 
Washington. Aug. 15. 


| 


Still another batch of attorneys ap- | 
proved last week by the Feder: al | 
Communications Commission and ad- 
mited to practice before the Govern- 
ment agency. 

Those approved by the Bar Com- | 
mittee. include: 

David Diamond and Fred C. Ma: | 
loney, Buffalo; Frank M._ Fish, 
Evansville, Ind.: Harold F. | 


McGuire, | 
Washington, D. C.; Leo A. McNamee, 


Las Vegas, Nev.; Rush H. Limbaugh, 
Cape Girardeau, Mo.; Harvey S. 
Reynolds, Providence, R. I. and} 
William T. Welch, Portland, Ore. 


Atlantic Footbal Signed 


Columbus, Aug. 15. 
Atlantic Refining Co. has set con- | 
tracts with WBNS, Columbus, and 
WTAM, Cleveland, to carry broad- | 
casts of the Ohio State University | 
football games this fall. Stations | 
will carry the five home games, but | 
out-of-town coverage depends en-| 
tirely upon attitude of other univer- | 
sity officials. | 
Johnny Neblett 
mike for WBNS, Tom Manning for 
WTAM. N. W. Ayer is the agency. | 


WMCA Buys Boake Carter 
Philadelphia, Aug. 15. 

WMCA, New York, has contracted 
for the new Boake Carter series be- 
ing distributed on discs. Daily com- | 
mentary begins Sept. 11. 

Station has a sponsor for the pro-| 
gram lined up. 


| 


will be at the|« 


listed. Smaller Metropolitan sta- 
|N. Y, State transmitters which 
| regularly broadcast, gratis, farm 


product-food-menu programs pre. 


| pared by State Agriculture Depart- 


ment. 


Booked for Next March 


Philadelphia, Aug. 15 


Betty Parker, gabber on KYW's 
Home Forum, books some of her 


dates well in advance. 


Last week she signed for a per- 
sonal appearance at the Women’s 
Club of Audubon, N. J., for March 
26, 1940. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Tenth Radio Editor Joins 


Radio Feature Service, Inc., is 
happy to announce that Rod Reed 
of the Buffalo, N. Y., News becomes 
esos Editor No. 10 to join the pres- 
personnel of 

33. people han- 


Working with 
rving Parker in 
he Hollywood 
> is Carroll 

from the 
Angeles 
:Times, and in 
“Chicago with 
=George  Living- 
sstone is Edward 
“Reynolds who 

left the South 
Norwalk, Conn., 


ROD REED 
Sentinel to become copy chief there. 
Of the 33 people in the three RFS 
offices, 24 of them have had news- 


Earle 
is a former 


Ferris, 
sports 


paper experience, 
company head, 


and drama columnist as well as a 
magazine and syndicate editor. Dick 
Mooney, managing editor, is also a 


former newspaperman, 


HILDEGARDE 


Radio 


Transcriptions 


Decca Records 


Per. Mgr.—ANNA SOSENKO 
Ex. Rep—JACK BERTELL 


|/motor cars and San Felice cigars 


| splitting the time. 


Dir. COMPTON ADV 


IN CBS - WABC— 
COAST TO COAST 


— — 
LISTEN NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M. EDST 


2:15 to 2:30 P.M. EDST 
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*‘VARIETY'S’ LONDON 
8 St. Martin’s Place, Trafaigarc Square 


OFFICR 


INTERNATIONAL RADIO 


INCREASE 
SHORTWAVE 


Tokyo, July 30. 
jt has been decided by the Japan 
Broadcasting Corp. that beginning at 
ence the total time for broadcasts 
io overseas will be lengthened by 
three hours. Broadcasts to Hawaii 


and the Pacific Coast of North Amer- |. 


ica in English and Japanese will 
henceforth take place from 2 to 3:30 
o'clock each afternoon. Programs 
intended for the regions beyond the 
Mississippi river in the United States 
will go on the air from 10 to 11:30 
jn the morning. 

To take care of the enlarged pro- 
grams, the Ministry of Communica- 
tions has ordered the construction of 
three 50 kilowatt transmitters and 
ene 20 kilowatt transmitter. 

This increased emphasis upon in- 
{fernational broadcasts has resulted 
in the promotion of the news re- 
porting bureau in the JOAK broad- 
casting station to that of an inde- 
pendent international bureau. 


Marjorie Stedford Quits 


For Marriage in Miami 
London, Aug. 5. 

Marjorie Siedford, BBC _ singer 

who has also been appearing on Ra- 

dio Luxembourg via the Symington’s 


sponsored program, is on her way | 
io the United States. She will marry | 
# builder, retired from the profession, | 


and settle in Miami. 

Originally breaking into radio in 
her home town, Sydney, Australia, 
singer was an overnight hit when 
she reached London four years ago. 
John Watt of BBC called her ‘the 
only female baritone in captivity.’ 

Her Luxembourg transcriptions 
were with Arthur Askey and Dickie 
Murdoch. She will be replaced by 
Symington’s with Bobbie Raye from 
the Diamond Bros. road show. 


Cable Address: VARIETY LONDON $1 
Telephene Yemple Bar 5041-5042 


ACCENT ON MIDDLE 


General Electric's. New Shortwave 
Letter Stresses G. E. 
San Francisco, Aug. 15. 

Cal) letters of the General Elec- 
tric’s shoriwave station on Treasure 
Island were changed last week from 
W6XBE to KGEI. The Federal Com- 
munications Commission assigned 
the new call letters, which will be 
announced on the air as ‘K - GE - as 
in General Electric - 1’ The KGEI 
studio is in the General Electric ex- 
hibit in the Palace of Electricity and 
Communications, 

Approximately 13 hours of pro- 
grams are short-waved daily to 
South America and the Orient. 


BBC STILL HAS YEN 
FOR COMMAND SHOW 


London, Aug. 5. 

BBC may again propose that it air 
the Royal Command vaudeville 
show, which this year goes back to 
the Palladium, after a stanza at the 
Coliseum last year. In previous 
years the hook-up has been one of 
radio’s hit programs of the year, but 
other side of the medal is that film 
and legit business has been hit so 
badly that last year it was kept off 
the ether by combined action of 
stage and movie interests. 
| Any suggestion to go back on last 
_ year’s decision would meet open 
hostility from these, who claim to 
_have lost up to 50°, and more at 
| the box office on nights of previ- 
/Ous broadeasts, due to inclusion in 
the bill of practically every top 


name in English variety. 


Walter O’Hearn on Air 


Montreal, Aug. 15. 

| Walter O’Hearn, of the Montreal 
Herald, becomes local radio com- 
mentator this week for Black Horse 
Ale. 
day 
talk 


through 
will be 


Friday. Five-minute 
in editorial vein, giv- 


ing O’Hearn’s interpretation of cur- | 


rent news events. 

Deal piloted by 
J. Walter Thompson Agency, with 
!Ivan Tyler, of Radio Program Pro- 
| ducers, as program supervisor. 


Goes over Station CFCF Mon- | 


Joe MacDougal], | 


London Calling 


London, Aug. 6. 

Eight leading music hall old 
timers, Wilkie Bard, Ada Reeve, 
Charles Austin; Vera Wootton, Alice 
Lloyd, Talbot O'Farrell, Harry 
Champion and Albert Whelan, do- 
ing air show titled ‘These Names 
Made Variety’ for BBC Aug. 25. 


Peter Bernard reminiscing on his 
early days in New York over BBC 
web Aug. 24. 


Edith Evans, Mary Jerrold and 
Jean Cadell repeating their original 
parts from the New Theatre pro- 
duction of Hugh Walpole’s ‘The 
Old Ladies’ in a BBC version. 


Diana Churchill signed to do 
Amanda in television version of 
Noel Coward's ‘Private Lives.’ 


Clare Wallaee, Canadian woman 
radio commentator, who is doing 
Europe for her daily broadcasts, 
passed through London en route to 
Danzig. 

Leen Certez, BBC band leader, 
has formed anti-Jitter club, with the 
Rt. Hon. George Lansbury, Member 
of Parliament and prominent social 
worker as president. 


Leuis Levy to conduct a musical 
romance titled ‘Golden Rose’ for 
BEC Aug. 15 and 17. 


Kevin Fitzgerald will read the in- 
stallments of the novel, ‘Let the 
People Sing,’ that J. B. Priestley has 
written specifically for broadcasting, 
except author will read first and last 
chapters himself. 


Parliament has voted just in ex- 
cess otf $15,000,000 to BBC for the 
financial year ending March next, 
this bankroll deriving from General 


Post Office receipts from radio li- 
censing. 

David Worrall, g.m. 3DB, Mel- 
bourne, a newspaper commercial 


leop, has returned from U. S. with 
several transcriptions, including 
| Harry Owens Band, Los Angeles 
| Colored Choir and the King Sisters. 


Montreal, Aug. 15. 
Vie Nielsen, who resigned last 
week as manager of Canadian Mar- 
coni station CFCF, takes over as 
general manager of the Radio Di- 
vision of Jas. Richardson & Sons, 


|Ltd., Winnipeg, on Sept. 1. He will 
have charge of stations CJRM, Re- 
gina; CJRC, Winnipeg, and two 
short wavers, CJRO and CJRX. 
Nielsen was station supervisor for 
Richardson’s outiet in Regina from 
1934 to 1936, before becoming man- 
ager of newspaper-owned station 
CKSO, Sudbury. 

Entering broadcasting field via the 
selling route with newspaper-owned 
station CKCK, Regina, in 1930, Niel- 
sen was appointed manager there in 
1933 and return to west brings him 
back to familiar stamping grounds. 

No station under Nielsen’s juris- 
diction since 1934 has permitted any 


recording program, other than as a 
musical marking or effect, a policy 
generally believed to be unique in 
Canadian broadcasting. Nielsen 
helped build the  three-province 
telephone network which served 
Manitoba, Saskatchewan and A\l- 
berta before the formation of the 
first Canadian Radio Commission. 
And some of the programs he was 
associated with formed the nucleus 
of the Government’s first western 
net in 1933. 

Convinced of necessity for de- 
veloping local talent Nielsen has al- 
ways maintained that if Canada is 
to continue sending network-calibre 
material to the U. S. live show pro- 
duction must be encouraged here. 
Believes best way to do this is to 
make it possible for live talent to 
compete with records and low- 
priced syndicated transcriptions. 


owned stations Nielsen 


advertiser to sponsor a gramophone , 


Vic Nielsen, Bound for Winnipeg, 
A Progressive Factor in Canada; 


An Advocate of Live Talent 


in favor of co-operation between 
| stations and newspapers not owning 
stations. Contends that if news- 
| papers and radio don’t hang together 
'in a common fight to establish free- 
,dom for radio in Canada, then they’ll 
| hang separately, with encroachments 
'on radio establishing precedent and 
, eventually bringing about restric- 
|tion and government regulation of 
‘the press also. 

Successor to Nielsen as manager 
of station CFCF has not yet been 
named by the Canadian Marconi Co, 


WESTERN CANADA IS 
IN CHEERFUL MOOD 


Winnipeg, Aug. 15. 
That business is better in Canada 
| and that the coming fall and winter 
season shows high promise is strong- 
| ly indicated. Station and agency of- 
| ficials in Winnipeg point to local 
| firms which are buying time now for 
winter programs. This is almost un- 
, precedented here in recent years. 


| Local firms usually have acted only 
| when the snow started to fly. 


| Radio men attribute the increase in 
| business to the healthy crop reports 
| that Western Canada is in for a bump- 
,er crop. Les Garside, of the Inland 
| Broadcasting System (agency), who 
has just completed a three-week tour 
of the west, reports that time buyers 
are climbing on the bandwagon in 
practically all sections. 


The radio business hasn’t been the 
only line to benefit from better con- 
ditions, as Famous Players (Cana- 
dian) officials recently stated that 
boxoffice receipts have been up all 
through the west. This they attrib- 
uted to the general rain conditions, 
| forcing people to seek indoor enter- 


Having handled two newspaper-!tainment with theatres reaping part 
is strongly of the benefit. 
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VARIETY 


“a4 LOVE A MYSTERY’ 
With Mike Rafetto, Walter Patterson, 
rarton Yarborough 
15 Mins.; Regional 
Fleischmann Yeast 
Daily, 2:15 p. m. 
KFL, Los Angeles 
(J. Walter Thompson) 
Years ago, before ‘One 
Family,” Cariton Morse whipped up 


this whodunit, but there were then, 


no takers. Now as a clicko author 
the dusted-off manuscripts are mar- 
ketable. J. Walter Thompson liked 
‘em and so did JWT’s alter-ego, 


Standard Brands. Coast basic red net- | 
work of five stations was bought for | 


the test run, and when the leaves | 
turn brown it may spread over the 
country. It seems fairish entertain- 
rrent of its kind. 

Morse, as he does on ‘Family, 
writes, produces and Casts. | Three | 
leads and most of the supporting cast | 
double over from ‘Family.’ 

Yarn has to do with three com- 
trades, hell-bent for adventure, who | 
get into one jam after another. Epi- 
sode caught related their experiences 
tracking down a killer who made off 
with the body. It’s the usual deteck- 
etiving with a light vein of humor 
running through the plot. Piece is 
themed with creepy music fore and | 
aft, and trails off as to the cliffhans- | 
ers of the screen—don’t miss next 
week's episode. 

Three thrill-seekers are those) 
named above. Their tags of Jack, 
Doe and Reggie correspond with 
Paul, Cliff and Nicky of ‘Family.’ 
They perform with the customary | 
demean of mystery characters and | 
seemingly try hard to throw off the 
scent those dial-detectives who may 
attempt to pin down their dual radio 
lives. They succeed fairly well, and 
may even fool the legion of ‘Family 
followers if they don’t get too nosey 
It's being kept pretty much of a se- 
cret, however, and they may even 
adopt phony names when the pro- 
gram goes cross country. ; 

As in nearly all script shows, the 
commercial is overlong and pounded 
at both ends. Judging from the ha- 
rangue, there are enough vitamins | 
in the yeast peddled to keep one | 
alive and well even if all other food 
is eschewed. Helm. 


BUDDY CLARK’S REVUE 

With Hildegarde, Fray and Brag- 
gioti, Leith Stevens orchestra 

80 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Thursday 8 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, N. Y. 
‘Buddy Clark's Summer Colony’ | 

half hour is okay listening but im- 

presses as a lot of time to fill when 

the guest stars—Hildegarde and 

Fray and Braggioti on this airing— 

do only one number apiece. In- 

cluded, in an attempt to space it out 

properly, was an interview of a 

Mr. Rosenbush, described as West- 

port, Conn.’s ‘Flying Postman.’ His 

answers to queries of his activities 


meant little and somehow didn’t jibe | 


with the re# of the setup. 

Clark emcees along with his vocals. 
Passes the gab assignment off satis- 
factorily. However, he went gushy 
in introducing Hildegarde. 
ability needed no such shower of 
rose petals. Her ‘I Poured My Heart 


Man’s | 


their 


Her | 


RADIO REVIEWS 


l‘Now YOU DECIDE’ 
With Georze Hamilton Combs, Bruce 

Kines, Mumphrey Davis, Beatrice 

Evans 
30 Mins. 

Sustaining 
Tuesday, 9:59 p.m. 
WHN, New York 

‘Now You Decide’ is an audience 
| participation program built arounda 
|series of dramatic sketches osten- 
| sibly taken from actual court files. 
!'Enactment of Tuesday night’s (25) 
drama dealt with the ties that bound 
la girl to the grandparents who 
reared her and the mother who years 
before had been forced by circum- 
stances to relinquish her. 

Following the dramatization, mem- 
bers of the studio audience were 
called upon to air their views as to 
who should have custody of the gir], 
for whom the mother, as the report- 
ed story continued, waged a court 
fight. The decision by the audience 
was almost unanimously for the 
mother, whereupon George Hamilton 
Combs, attorney and _ station news 
commentator, announced that the 
original court decision, too, had fa- 
‘vored the mother. 

Combs was the narrator, bridging 
the gaps adequately, while the rest 
of the cast did well, too. Its an oke 
local station program formula of 
some ingenuity. 


MUSIC ARRANGED BY— 

With Vie Schoen, Leo Freudberg 
orch, Charles Godwin, Guesters 

Interview-Band 

15 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Sun. 11 a.m. 

WOR, Newark 

‘Music Arranged By—’ is a Sunday 
morning band interview session with 
a different arranger as the subject 
and guest of honor weekly. Vic 
Schoen was on when caught a 
couple of Sundays ago. Charles 
Godwin, regular WOR announcer, 
does the interview-spieling, and Leo 
Freudberg. house maestro, the music 
interpretation with his usually com- 
petent band. 

Continued injerest in back-of-the- 
orchestration machinery now has 
reached the siage where even the 
arrangers are getting the calcium. 
So far as summer filler stuff is con- 
cerned, it’s a fair-to-middlin’ inter- 
lude. What it actually amounts to 
seemed best interpreted by guester 
Vie Schoen’s own intonations. He 
acted as if ‘who cares?’ and ‘what’s 
the excitement all about?’ 

It gives Godwin something to get 
synthetically excited abou.t in build- 
ing up his guesters, in relation to 
contributions to the name 
| bands and vocalists known via air, 
disk and screen. Schoen’s identity 
| with the Andrews Sisters is the case 
in hand. Lou Levy, the Andrews’ 
| manager, and present head of Leeds 
| Music Co. (along with Don Raye) 
| even got ‘courtesy’ salaams and men- 
j tions. As for Freudberg, it gave him 
| the opportunity to baton Schoen’s 
versions of ‘Hold Ticht’ and the like. 

Considering it’s Sunday morning, 


shows and the sermons for them as 
don’t like kid shows and sermons. 


Abel. 
GRACIE FIELDS 


Into a Song’ rated swell. Fray and | Talk 
Braggioti let the audience in on/|8 Mins. 
some pianology with | Sunday (30); 9:20 p.m. 
*Malaguena.’ | BBC, London 

Clark miked best ‘Blue Evening; Popularity of this variety star 
and ‘You Took Me Out of This | throughout these islands was testi- 
World,” and Leith Stevens’ CBS | fied when BBC gave her freedom of 


house band tackled several arrange- 
ments Least impressive was 
‘Stompin’ at the Savoy.’ 


the air to express thanks in her own 
| way to many thousands of sympa- 
thizers on her recent illness. Enter- 
tainer is almost a legend on this side 


and her operation made headline 
JUDITH ARLEN news for several weeks, culminating 
Songs in the broadcast. Star, alone at the 
15 Mins. mike, gave an obviously sincere 
Sustaining spiel, but made it personal by de- 


Thursday 6.45 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, N. Y. 
Judith Arlen’s ‘Penthouse Blues’ is 


a pleasant slot to tune in at this | 


hour. Provides a smooth 15 mins. 
of popular standard vocals 
backed by a capable studio band. 


Miss Arlen registers neatly with a | 


warm, throaty voice, fairly ranged 
and with a slight plaintiveness. 

On this airing her selections were 
widely varied. Ran from ‘Let’s Dis- 
appear’ to ‘Siboney’ and ‘I Surrender 
Dear.’ 

Unbilled house orchestral back- 
ground was ample, and in one spot 
on its own excellently treated 
‘Siberian Sleigh Ride.’ 


HELEN MARIE BRISCOE 
Aad 5 Gentlemen of Jive 
Songs, Music 
15 Mins. 
Thursday, 6:30 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 

Snappy swing-sing combo eman- 
ates from KOA, Denver, and merits 
the NBC hookup, hitting New York 
via WEAF on Thursday at 6:30 for 
a quarter hour. Rates a steady groove 
with its choice selection of the more 
melodic swingeroos. 

Alternately called Helen Marie and 
with her surname, Briscoe, appended. 


she does pops like ‘Taint Watcha Do,’ | nt ae It 
‘Back to Back,’ ‘You Taught Me to at : 
Love,’ ‘Summertime’ and ‘Middle of | 
The 5 Gentlemen of Jive—_| listenable and danceable. 


Dream.’ 


a good billing, incidentally—are ex- | 


liberate use of words and phrases 
familiar to her stage act. ‘Mind you, 
I'm not quite fit yet.” she said. ‘I 
don’t think they would let me ride 
|a bicycle to Rochdale (her home 
| town) or anything like that.’ 

| Item climaxed with Miss Fields 


| Moon’ as indicative of her feelings, 

| providing emotional highlight to an 
appearance highly gratifying to her 
immense following in this countrv. 
Had some anxiety that she might 
| slip into an act which would be un- 
suitable for British-style Sunday 
radio, but she was too smart. 


BRUCE BAKER’S ORCHESTRA 
Sustaining 
39 Mins.: Local 
WGY-NBC 
Bruce Baker—billed more inform- 
ally as Bubbles Becker during a 
spring engagement at Kenmore hotel, 
Albany—has unit broadcasting from 
Totem Lodge. back of Troy, on local 
|blocks over WGY and on two half- 
hour periods originated for NBC red 
and blue, respectively. 
| Baker’s band, when riding the 
i\networks. must face comparison with 
better known name _ organizations 
loudspeaking from resort and hotel 
jspots in or close to metropolitan 
passes the test rather 
A sweet rather than a hot out- 
Baker produces music at once 


An instrument sounding like an 


pert backer-uppers with Hammond @lectrie steel guitar helps to weave 


ore yn trumpet sax bass and piano an attractive melodic pattern. 
> 


s2tu, They have a solo inning with 


‘Cara ‘an,’ another choice selection. | 
where 1 they prove as adept a group tive 
in the .olo spot as in their less ob- 
trusive accomps. 


Abel. 


Ar- 
rangements are generally good. 
Leader mieht try for some distinc- 
identification mark — besides 
,themer, ‘Blowing Bubbles’—in style 
‘or announcing. Jaco. 


TELEVISION REVIEW 


EASTERN TENNIS TOURNAMENT 
Parker vs. Van Horn 
Westchester Club, Rye 
Friday, Aug. 11, 1959 
NBC-RCA, New York 

Tennis is within the probable 
range of television’s future pro- 
gramming. While the game was not 
always observable from a clear point 
of vantage, the form of the two 


players could be noted and with the} 


off-screen voice to 
the unseen points an approach to 
genuine engrossment was achieved 
This remote pick-up by NBC-RCA 
was date-ringing for the further rea- 
son that the mobile units went 21l- 
Odd miles to the Westchester Coun- 
try Club at Rve, N. Y., to cover the 
matches, the lonzvest haul thus far 
attempted bv visio in America. 
Tennis having the quality of gruel- 


aid of an score 


ing competition and strain combined | 
with time-filling unpredictability as! 


to duration, game by game or set by 
set, it is distinctly an all-afternoon 
affair for television ard was. so 
treated. The play started around 
2:30 and went on until 5 (this re- 
viewer dedicated an hour). 

The Parker-Van Horn tussle had 
dramatic value in that Parker, num- 
ber two on the Davis Cup brigade, 
was getting a hard pressing from the 
18-year o'd outsider from Los An- 
geles. The telecast lens focused 


Tommy Dorsey over 


gave 


prac- 


Wednesday, August 16, 1939 


Follow-Up Comment 


and that Japan’s entry into a pi) 


tically his entire half hour of the tary pact with the Nazis 4; 
|Raleigh cigaret show (NBC? last! Fascists would mean little ty ihe 
| Wednesday (9) to a buildup for European situation, 

|George White's new ‘Scandals Reception was at times diffcut: 


White couldn't have asked for a bet- 


ter sendoff. 
'gram in both music and 
|treatment brought credit 
|and all others concerned. 


The stuff about White 


The makeup of the pro-| 
narrative 
to Dorsey 


, cause of static conditions. 


One of the smoothest Sunday mij. 
day programs is Don Arrez’s Latin 
half-hour with Los Cumpencher 
divected by Leo Montez, doing 4 


Was handled with rest: aint and suave medley of congas’ 
good taste. Following a review Of! tansos and boleros. ° S, 
‘Seandal’ productions | an oleros. The Don gives 
from produc ‘this chore plenty of thousht in i. 
| Dorsey introduce ve score Of| niotting as to the 'S it 
1umbers. and th 

Jack Leonard | I > ers, and the 


| White’s new show. I 
;came in on the refrain oi 
|Night My Beautiful’ and 
‘ation 
Fun?’ 


on ‘Are You Having 


Cab Calloway and Ward Wilson 
were recent show business 
Hobby Lobby. Colored orches- 
{tra leader talked in the 


{number, next to closing. 
who started as an NBC éngineer 
}and became an impersonator through 
| ‘rehearsals’ while testing lines, did 
snatches as ‘Beetle’ (Phil Baker's 
|heckler), Ben Bernie, Walter 
lchell, Fred Allen, Ed Wynn, Jack 
'Benny and Rochester. Wilson, with 


alternately on the one and then the|83 radio characters to his credit, 
other, but occasionally a long shot! made former hobby a profession and 


made it possible to watch both in 
action. The images and the setting, 
while not altogether clear, never- 


theless permitted an appreciation of | 
the skill and stamina of both men, 
and the ebb and flow of battle. In 
the britht sunlight the NBC-RCA 
s¢t could not be perfecily cleared up. 
There was some tendenev to cause 
cathode eye-strain to the viewer. 
The white ball was intermittently 
visible and invisible. Land. 


former business a hobby—now a 
‘ham’ operator in New Jersey. 


Leon Blum, former French 
mier, served last Thursday night 
(10) as the second European celeb 
in the new series of shortwave talks 
on the rising international crisis 


opportune’ booking. 


‘HUMAN ADVENTURE’ 

With Frank Gallup, Kenneth Del- 
mar, Neal O'Malley, John Gibson,’ 
Ted De Corsia, Dwight Weist,! 
George Tiplady, Vicki Vola, Ruth) 
Yorke 

60 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Tuesdays; 7 p.m. 

WBBM-CBS, Chicago 
Bill Benton of the University of 

Chicago is understood to be the in- 

stigator of this highly experimental 

program which was edited and pro-! 
duced by Columbia (in New York) 
with the cooperation on ideas and 


it’s a zingier half hour than the kid | 


singing the first verse of ‘I Love the | 


coin from the U. of C. It’s scheduled 
for an eight-week test run, 


sented with a dramatized plea on 
the good and value of research. 

While other universities are men- 
tioned and credited throughout the 
program, the University of Chicago 
is foremost and rates almost as the 
sponsor of the program. It 
credited more for trying 
ceeding. 

It could have been a good show. 
The dramatie elements of scientific 
research have been pointed out many 
times in the recent pas: by the pub- 
lic success of the books by Paul 


by similar ventures 
mance of science 
The audience is not bored to start 


into the ro- 


But this program (the first 
anyhow) missed the boat. 
out of the loudspeaker as jumbled 
and duli. Occasionally, the subject 
matter itself was at fault, but more 
often it was sloppy construction. 


one 


prise and achievement, which should 
have been present, were played 
down, unaccented, like, in fact, a col- 
lege professor. 

Program is divided into several 
parts, each concerned with some 
single phase of research, be it the 
origin of the word ‘Dixie’ or an in- 
quiry into the effectiveness of a 
stances. Gold. 
‘SATURDAY NIGHT PARADE’ 
With Pat Flaherty, Phil and Ed, 

Read Sisters, Monette Shaw, 

Emilio Caceres orchestra 
30 Min.—Rezional 
Sustaining 
Saturday, 7 p.m. 

WOAI-TQN, San Antonio 

For the past several months this 
program has been fair listening for 
local dialers and now with the re- 
cent addition of Emilio Caceres, and 
a new staif orchestra the program 
has shown marked improvement. It’s 
on the Texas Quality group each 
week end. 

Fast moving song and music show 
with Pat Flaherty as m.c. Latter 
handles this type of show rather 
well although his usual forte is 
sportcasting. Not much time taken 
up for corn-flavored introductions of 
the artists. Solo spot is handled 
fairly well by Monette Shaw, a 
contralto who sings pops although 
the semi-classics seem better for her 
voice range. 


Highlights of the onening ‘net- 
work’ show were Reed Sisters, 
hotcha team, and the melodic in- 


terpretations of Phil and Ed. song 
stylists. Measuring up in quality to 
many well known bands the WOAI 
studio orchestra and Emilio Caceres 


were, throughout the program, ‘in 
the groove.’ 


during, 
which time the public will be pre-| 


will be, 
than suc-| 


De Kruif, by the film ‘Pasteur,’ and| 


with, but willing and eager to listen. | 


It came} 


Dramatic elements of conquest, sur-'! 


train whistle under varying circum-| 


marks had to come secondhand. 


ing in French and the interviewer 
not billed, doing the translating. 


‘guests’ 


strange 
‘language of jive and sang a new hot | 
Wilson, | 


Win- | 


‘Good | 
Edythe 
| Wright did a likable rhythmic vari- 


Any ganolog 


| 


pre- 


| 
| 


The leader of the Popular Front | 


declared that he did not think there 


was a possibility of another Munich | 
developing this fall because for the | 


first time the dictators must consider 


To those un-| after a discussion by University of 
conversant with French Blum’s re-| Chicago men and women students of 
It|‘The Family.’ It 
was all treated in the form of an in-/| time collegian round tablers had 4) 
terview, with the statesman answer- | 


Milt Herth’s Trio of Hammond or. 
swingsters are alwaya 
standout, but their flat reception, st 
conclusion, out of Chicago, on Sun- 
day (13) brings up a point about 
audience values, via the mike. If the 
applause can’t sound enthusiastic and 
voluminous enough to make it worih- 
while, it would be best to request the 
handful present to refrain altogeiher 
Either that, or set an applause-ma- 
chine. There seemingly can be n> 
in-between. Benny Goodman, froin 
the Victor Hugo, Bevhills, does a 
Monday night sustainer, and there 
again recently the few customers 
sounded puny as contrasted to the 
young Comanches, who reacted 5s» 
vociferously to Artie Shaw’s 
that same Monday night. The ex. 
tremes are so striking it impresses 
negatively for those bands where 
normal applause values are less |i) - 
bastic than the staged volume. or 
real, where the audience numbers 
are large, 


| The Bull Session, produced hy 
which John Royal, NBC program! Columbia’s education department 
chief, arranged for on his recent, and the University Broadcastiny 


visit abroad. Considering the status} Council, with Parker Wheatley as 
of the speaker, it was an unusually | guide, went off the air until Sept ? 


was the second 
opportunity to show what. they 
learned in psychology and other eo!- 
lege courses, as well as from o}- 
servation, of marriage and family 
life. Two weeks before, they dis- 
cussed ‘Marriage.’ And do some of 
the kids have theories. Although 
left wingers and radicals apparently 


the certainty of war and the possi-|9"@ Kept off, one young man did 
bility of defeat. He felt confident | 54y that certain attitudes, ‘purely 
that England and France will not | and a heritage of the 
exert any pressure on Poland as. P2St. would have to be discarded, is 


happened in the case of Czechoslo- 
vakia and gave it as his opinion that 
peace in Europe can still be saved 


‘THEY’RE OFF’ 
| With Michael Carlo 
15 Mins.—Local 
SARATOGA RACING 
Daily, 7:45 a.m. 
WOKO-WABY, Albany 
(Leighton & Nelson) 
First time, hereabouts at least, that 
a racing organization sponsored 


ASSN. 


considerations of the family 
there! 


So 


WNEW, New York, displayed alevt- 


|ness and aggressiveness in originat- 
| ing a news program about the actors- 
| stagehands fight before the American 
| Federation of Labor in Atlantic Cify 


break, 


| other than dramatized plugs or ‘re-| 


Sults’ periods. A new radio devel- 
| opment probably led agency to spot 
quarter-hours over WOKO at 7:45 
a.m. and over WABY at 12:15 p. m. 
Accompanying uncertainty as to 


of catching attention is reflected in 
program. 
ferent directions: information as to 
entries, weights, jockeys and history 
of day’s feature event, for the more 
or less turf-wise dialers, and tran- 
scribed dance music for listeners 


last Thursday (10). The station got 
too, in having the hearing 
conclude suddenly during the sched- 
uled program. 

But like many worthy attempts, 
the broadcast itself was disappoint- 
ing. Trouble was that the issues in- 
volved in the dispute were obviously 
much too complicated for the sia- 
tion’s representatives on the spot 


| They floundered around trying toe 


groups sought and effective method | 


plain matters they themselves didn’t 
understand, and, as a consequence, 


| didn’t supply listeners any news. For 


Rides horses going in gif=") 


who may be landed as occasional | 


another thing, the only ones brought 
to the microphone were officials of 
the actors’ unions, of whom the pub- 
lic had never heard and in whom if 
had no interest. Such names as Ed- 
ward Arnold, Lawrence Tibbett, Bin- 
nie Barnes, Wayne Morris, Tallulah 


patrons of Spa track | Bankhead, Miriam Hopkins and 
Carlo’s stuff is largely from course | Fredric March, were merely men 
press agentry although average|tioned, but didn’t speak. 


dialer may not detect this, or even 
care. It would ~<ound more authen- 
; tic if Scripted to indicate commenta- 
tor watches the races. Also, if but- 
tressed, from tim? to time, by inter- 
views. A mystery why imposts are 
given (witht too much verbiage) and 
track conditions are never men- 
tioned. 
are generally good, although not in 
staccato style of racecasters 


MARIE BURKE 


2 FC, Sydney 


| study even for those close to it 


Carlo’s voice and delivery | 


Wood was quoted, but that was thie 
nearest to a star appearance. 

David Lowe, the station's film ex- 
pert, may be a competent critic, ut 
he’s plainly ignorant about show |) 
unionism—which is a 

Bard was announcer for the s@ssiou 


Joe Cook back on the Valiee pro- 
gram last Thursday upped the com- 


Selection of musical numbers cer- edy content of the broadcast, par- 
tainly could be improved. Too! ticularly with professionals. Start- 
much jazz and swing, considering! ing with ‘well, how are you,’ bauds- 
sexes, ages and classes to which| man foiling, Cook launched into 3 
Swanky Saratoga appeals. Better| picture house story, material being 
themer would h2lp, too J1co. fashioned to his comic style. 


His experiences running a picture 


theatre is the meat of the new rou- 


| ‘The Melody Lingers On’ tine. Spurred by a competing man- 
130 Mins. — | ager, the two houses out-do eac! 
Sustaining } other in nutty schemes to aitiract 
Weekly, 8 p.m. | patronage. It satirizes the numerous 


come-ons which have been. used 


London star, out here on a vaca-| Goes to the point where both man- 
tion, hooked up with Australian | 28€rs pay each customer to attend 
Broadcasting Commission for a series | COOK estimates that he lost $12,000,- 
of weekly shows on national relay. | 000 on the year, but that failed fo 
Half-hour span is too long for a Teach the other fellow's red, whicli 
single performer to occupy and it be- | totaled an additional million. 
came tiresome. Femme has orches- Another comedy punch came fro") 
tral and chorus backing for several, Carmen Miranda and Lou Holt”, 
numbers, but even then the running| With the comic, speaking pho vey 
time was above normal. | Portugese while he interprets li: 

Songs miked were of the old school | answers. Brazilian’s musical lav! 
including ‘Bohemia,’ ‘Your King and | nunctuates the Holtz nonsense amd 
Country Need You.’ ‘Marshing with| the senorita has been slotted bac’: 
the Band,’ ‘Violin Speaks,’ ‘Here’s to | for this week's hro-decast, which wil! 
Love and Laughter,’ excerpts from | include Walter O'Keefe. 

‘Country Girl,” ‘Miss Hook of Hol-| Peter Lorre was on the dramatic 
land’ and ‘The Flying Dutchman.’ end with a Moto sketch. Holtz ag3i" 

For modern radio needs this line-| countine. Dramatie interlude is 


up proved drab. To legit-go0ers of | turned into 1 comic finale. Holtz 94 
some years back, Marie Burke means if] 
a pleasant memory, especially for her 
work in ‘Wildflower.’ 


other features concluded 
new verses to his still servicea’le 


Rick. ‘Solo Mia.’ 
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We 


August 16, 


(Week ending Aug. 12, 1939) 
Sunrise Serenade .. Jewel 
Heer Barrel POMS Shapiro 
Cinderella Stay: i AYMS. Shapiro 
*Wishing (‘Love Affair’) ............... Crawtord 
Stairway to the Stars ........... Robbins 
*] Poured My Heart Into a Song (‘Second Fiddle’)..... Berlin 


Especially for You......... .. Shapiro 

*Filmusical. Production. 


Four Hartford Retail Stores Sued For 
Damages 0 on Copyright Songsheet Sales 


Hartford, Aug. 15 
Civil suits. seeking a total of $55,- 
000, have been instituted against 
four local concerns as part of a na- 
tional cleanup campaign on allegedly 
pirated song sheets. Damages to 
that amount are asked by Attorney | 


‘HAZARDS OF PLAYING 


Philadelphia, Aug. 15. 


When Clarence Fuhrman 
| WIP house orch for five weeks at 


Charles N. Segal, of this city, in the the Admiral Hotel in Cape May, 


U. S. District Court at New Haven. 
According to Attorney Segal, 


the | ‘the station, the 


N. J., during their annual leave from 
crew was jubilant, 


four stores have been selling pirated | figuring they could enjoy a seashore 
song sheets in violation of Federal | vacation and work at the same time. 


copyright Jaws. Complainants in 
the case are Chappell, Harms, Rem- 
ick, all of New York City and mem- 
bers of the Music Publishers Pro- 
tective Association. 


Summonses, which were served ; many of the fish he caught; pianist ° , 
Friday (11) are returnable in Fed-| Bill Davis ran a splinter into nis Larry Clinton S$ New 
eral Court on Tuesday, Sept. 19. Ac-| foot while walking on the board- |} 
cording to Attorney Segal, pirated | walk; trombonist Joe Hoover caught Band Substantially 
songsheets have become a major (a severe cold and Fuhrman himselt 
racket in this. state, being sold got sun poisoning The § e 4 N S | 
openly on the streets by vendors, | ame; ew axers: 
and in stores. | 

Actions are against D. J. ve sat) | Larry Clinton states he has not in 
ton, drug store operators, for $20,- | omm orse any way disbanded his organization, 
000; Nate's Cigar Store & Pipe Hos- and that the orchestra he has now is 
pital for $15,000: Washington Phar- ‘the same he had with him at the 
macy for $10,000; and the Farber bi i | Park Central. N. Y.. with the ex- 
Drug Co. for $10,000. efs | rm: ception of the sax section (four, 

John Santangelo, of Derby, al- ? men) and the addition of Terry Al- 
leged kingpin in printing and dis- len. as vocalist. Ford Learv. trom- 
tribution of the sheets in the state, bonist-vocalist, remains with the ag- 


was 
Commissioner 


recently brought before U. S. 
Robert H. Alcorn in 
New Haven. Was held for removal 
to Monticello, N. Y., to face charges 
of violation of copyright violations 
there. Civil suits, seeking $75,000 
damages, have been brought against 
him. 

Investigation of 
racket, in this state, 
on for two years. 


songsheet 
going 


the 
has been 


Another One of Those 
Inexplicable Spurts Of 
Previously Tepid Tune 


Current surge in popularity 


| phonist 


|ton H. 


| . 
| Rose Colored Glasses 


throughout the south of Russ Mor- 
gan’s theme song, ‘Does Your Heart | 
Beat for Me?’ furnishes the latest 
oddity in the business. Brunswick 
recorded the number while he was 
with Brunswick, but it didn’t get 
anywhere. He also plugged it in- 
numerable times over the air. On 


joining Decea 
sion of the tune fox 
Suddenly it became a rage among 
nickle-droppers in coin-operated 
Phonograph machines and the record 
developed as a big seller in the 
southern areas. Along with the disc 
demand there have come heavy calls 
for the sheet music of the number. 
Now Decca arranging to have 
Connie Boswell and other names on 
its list to include ‘Heart Beat’ in 
their next batch of stencillings. Mills 
Music, Ine., is the tune’s publisher. 


MORE CAME TO DANCE 
THAN LIVE IN TOWN 


Lincoln, Aug. 15. 
When Jimmy Barnett’s ork played 
Elgin,. Neb., 1.091 admissions were 
reported sold. The entire population 
of Elgin is 917. 
Booked by Vic Schroeder Agency. | 


Morgan made a ver- 
that catalog. 


is 


Mickey Rooney and Sidney Miller 
clefled ‘Oceans of Love’ which Jt dy 
Garland is singing on her p.a. tour. 


Then trumpeter Herman Scott got 
tonsilitis and couldn't go. Saxo- 
George Pendleton got 
grippe; drummer Jimmy Tyson got 
a stomach ailment from 


Starts as Pub 


AT THE SEASHORE 


set his) 


eating too | 


Deal was to have been completed 


yesterday (Tuesday) transferring 
the controlling interest in the Mil- 
Weil music catalog to band- 
leader Tommy Dorsey. John Glus- 
kin, Dorsey's lawyer, flew to Chi- 
cago, where the firm’s offices are lo- 
cated, to signature papers 
ing the deal. 
Weil firm has 
ciety of Authors, 
Publishers rating 
was under the 
widow, he having 
ago. Firm lists 
‘Looking At the 


an American So- 
Composers, and 
of 20 points and 
control of Weil’s 
died several years 
the copyrigt on 
World Through 
among others. 
offices will be set up 
next couple weeks. 
months ago Dorsey 
for an interest in 
catalog in New 
but couldn't satisfactorily iron 
terms. Deal subsequentiyv 
cold. A $40.000 payment by Dorsey 
to Spier for 50° of the firm was the 
discussed consider Spier, Inc., 
|meantime got a _ lot good song 
material Dorsey 
tion. 


it 


New York 
within the 
Several 
negotiating 
Larry Spier 


was 
the 
York 
out 
went 


ation. 
of 
for 


from publica- 


Ist Official Red Plug 


The Red Army Song Dance 
Ensemble of 110 debuts in merica 
at Carnegie Hall. Y., the end of 
September. Ii will be the first cul- 
tural export by the USSR, under 
official auspices, 

Thus it differs 
| Russian ballets. 
|choir and other 
' vodka extraction. 


and 
A 


sundry 
Cossack 
of 


from the 
the Don 
concert groups 


NARCOTIC RAP 
Columbus, Aug. 15. 

Amols, of New York, who 
‘claims te be a nitery eniertainer, 
has been held on $2,500 bond by 
U. S. Commissioner Robert Newlon 
on charges of forging narcotic pre- 
scriptions. 

He pleaded 


Eddie Powell arranging 
chestrating the music for 
Melody of 1940° at Metro. 


Victor 


guilty. 
| and or- 
‘Broadway 


complet- 


| promoters 


Gershwin, 
| Others 


Joe Stanton F From Dallas 
To K.C. for Gen’l Amus. 


General Amusement Corp 
closed its Dallas office. Joe Stanton. 
who managed the latter branch. will! 
after a two weeks stay in the Chi- 
cago office, work out of Kansas City, 
covering Missouri, Kansas, Oklahoma 
and Texas. 

The Dallas branch was opened a 
couple years ago. 


id> 


NO WORLD FAIR 
SONG HIT, YET 


Of the half dozen or more tunes 
written as ‘themes’ for the New York 
| World’s Fair and the Golden Gate 
| International Exposition, none as yet 
|'has emerged as a number of any 
consequence. Chappell’s ‘Dawn of a 
New Day,’ by (the late) George and 
is the ‘official’ song. 
brought out more recently 
include Paramount’s ‘I’ve Got 


a 


VAREETY 


Pubs Watch Discs License Radio 
Stations; Theyre Being Ignored 


CUGAT NOT EXCUSED {| Counsel for several major publish- 
—- ing houses are waiting for the pho- 
Waldorf-Astoria Declines Okay for nograph record companies to issue 
RCA Radio Date licenses to radio stations before 
Soar bringing the legal position of the 
Xavier Cugat orchestra was sched- | copyright owner in the matter of 
uled to do a guest shot on the RCA the cf the. 
Magic Key program last week but!” 
was forced to cancel because it was Corders. RCA Victor sent out li- 
refused time off from its current lo- | censing forms to broadcasters Mon- 
cation date at the Waldorf-Astoria day (14). (See story in radio sec- 
hotel, N. Y. Cugat offered to pay | tion ) 
line charges to do the broadcast It is ail Vj 
from the spot, but that was nixed |, 
also. Guy Lombardo has the privi- fF Yecca and Columbia that for the 


lege for Lady Esther. 
Orchestra took a rain check and 
will air later in the season. 


Fisher Sues 


Moonlight Date at the Golden Gate.’ | 


| Paull-Pioneer’s 
York World’s Fair,’ ‘Hootchy- 
Kootchy,’ published by Famous, 
| ‘World's Fair Waltz’ (Feist). 


‘She Had Never Seen the Streets ' 


of Cairo,’ concurrent with the Chi- 
| Jerry Vogel: 
Louis,’ 
Fair, also is a Vogel revival, 
lastly, Witmarks’ ‘Hello, Frisco,’ 
fave at the Panama-Pacific Expo in 
1915, all achieved far more success 
than the current crop. 


Fair,’ by Helen Taylor and Easthope ! 
Martin, has been a _ standard for 
years. 


gregation. Only other switch was 
| Mary Dugan singing in place of Bea 
Wain, but that occurred before the 
P. C. date. 

Stories anent alleged disbandment. 
said Clinton, had created the im- 
pression among dancers and dance 
throughout the country 


'that he had so shifted his person- 
nel as to leave but half the group 
he had at the Park Central. 


AFM LICENSES NEW 
U. S. DISC COMPANY 


American Federation of Musicia 
last week 


ns 
issued a recording license 
to the United States Record Corp 
Tt company was recently formed 
by Eli Oberstein. License wa 
granted to the company, not Ober- 
stein. 

Record company was scheduled to 
start shipping pressings to regional 
distributors yesterday (Tuesd 


lis 


av}. 


‘Meet Me at the New | 


and | 


cago 1893 Fair, is being reissued by | 
‘Meet Me in St. Louis, | 
released for the 1904 St. Louis | 
and | 


a | 


‘Come to the 


Ex - Fritzers 
Now on Qwn 


Cincinnati, Aug. 15. 

Freddie Fisher filed suit here Mon- 
day (14) to restrain and enjoin four 
late members of his six-man combo 
from using the name ‘Schnickel- 
| fritz’ in the title of their recently 
| organized group, which the plaintiff 
alleges plans to compete with his 
corn crew as the ‘Original Schnickel- 
fritzers.’ 

Petition, filed In the Hamilton 
County Court of Common 
through Hopkins & Hopkins, Fisher's 
counsel, descrit 
as ‘unsophisticated’ 
originated by him in the 


es his 


type of music 


when he opened at Alma, Iowa, with | 
a six-man band as ‘Schnickelfritz | 
and His Band.” Neither of the de- 


Charles Koenig and Martin Gold 


Gaile, worked for Fisher at that 
time, it is claimed. 

Legal action was taken on final | 
day of Fisher's seven-week stay 
Old Vienna, which proved 
record-breaker for 


dipedansant. 


Fisher claims that his 


fritz through five vears of 
in theatres, hotels, night 
Rudy Vallee’s radio hour 
with Vallee in Warner Bros.’ 
Diggers of Paris’ pic. 
former musicians, 
month's advance let-out notice, have 
provided unfair competition by of- 
| fering their services under his trade 


spots, on 
and also 
‘Gold 


name. 

Fisher is building a new _ band, 
which will have Harry Lindeman, 
drummer, from his latest lineup. 


Bert Adair, 
with Fisher 

Walter G. 
to Republic, 
ers. Ditties 
Home’ and 


manager 


Samuels sold two songs 
to be sung by Roy Rog- 
are ‘It's Home Sweet 
‘Lazy Old Moon.’ 


Contact Men Receive A.F.L. Charter 
Tonight ( (Wed. ) at Hotel Astor, 


Men 
pe- 


Professional Music Contact 
of New York, which recently 
titioned the American Federation of 
Labor for a charter, will hold its 
initial organization meeting tonight 
(Wednesday) at the Hotel Astor. 
Bylaws will be adopted and officers 
' will be chosen. 
| William Collins, international 
ganizer for the AFL, has arranged 


ore 


to deliver the charter for the first 
professional men’s union this 
gathering. The New York union 


will be empowered to issue charters 
to similar groups in Chicago and 
Los Angeles. 

Next move of the union will be io 


start a drive for 100% enlistment of | 


that a com- 
to nego- 


publi 


professional men. After 
mittee will be appointed 
tiate union contracts with 
eis. 


} 


+ 


KEEP STUDENTS IN TOWN 


Pleas | 


and claims it was ; 


fall of 1934 | 


fendants, Stanley Fritts, Nels Laakso, 


the dow pAb n 


Also that his | 
whom he gave a|! 


also is sticking | 


yast several years their licenses from 

_publishers has specifically carried a 
‘provision requiring that each label 
carry the legend, ‘Not licensed for 
jradio broadcasts.’ In other words, 
\the licenses, say these lawyers, was 
|}issued with the understanding thai 
works would not be broadcast 
over the air. 

The lawyers say that their clients 
jare not interested in collecting fee 
from the airing of phonograph rec- 
;ords, but that they are interested in 
| knowing whether a licensee of theirs 


may do as he pleases without the 
consent of the original copyright 
| owner. 


Another angle that these attorneys 
intend to bring up has to do wiih the 
|unfair competition phase of Judge 
| Vincent Leibell’s decision in the 
‘RCA Victor-Paul Whiteman case. The 
‘court held that the purchaser of a 
;phonograph record could gain only 
the right for the purpose for which «t 
| was made, namely, home use. It was 

intended for listeners at a phono- 

graph and not for a radio audience, 
/and that such latter use would con- 
‘stitute unfair competition. 

| It is the opinion of publishers’ law- 
|yers that, according to that finding, 
the use of an ordinary phonograph 
record on the air constitutes unfair 
competition in the case of copyright 
owners, since so much more is 
charged by the latter for the rights 
| granted in connection with transcrip- 
tions. The commercial use of a num- 
| ber on a phonograph record brings 
| the copyright owner nothing, but its 
;similar use in a transcription entails 
la fee of 25c, 


MILLS-CINEPHONIC 
DEAL IS EXTENDED 


Mills Music, Inc., 
agreement for the Cinephonic 
Music, Ltd., catalog for another two 
| years. Cinephonic one of the 
firms controlled by Reggie Connelly, 
London pub. 

Mills is also closing for the Ameri- 
can agency of the publishing output 
of Noel Gay, London writer, who re- 
cently went into business for him- 
self. It reported that Jimmy 
Campbell, formerly Connelly’s part- 
ner, is coming back from Australia 
to manage Gay’s house. 


name has | 
become synonymous with Schnickel- | 
billing, | 
advertising and publicity on his band , 


has extended its 


agency 


is 


is 


May Revive Skidmore 


Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. 
sidering putting its Skidmore 
Co. catalog back into active 
so aS to get more 
market. Shapiro has three 

riding right and rai 

attempt to off othe: 

| ments to songwriters 

catalog it would dust the 

jary and engage 
for it. 


kidmore 


IS 


Mi 


opt 


on 
of its songs on the 
th shect hi 
then 


< 


now her 


work 


igh 


off 1b: 


a special plugs 


hasn't been active ( 


HAWKINS ORGANIZING 


Licensing Ideas Stirs Buzz in Madi- Coleman Hawkins, saxaphon 
oa who recently returned here after a 
j|long stay in England, is currently 
‘lining up an all-star outfit exclusive- 
Madison. Wis.. Aug. 15. ly for recording dates for Victor. 
The common council here adopted | Hawkins will make four sides ith 
‘Friday night (11) an ordinance per- his so far unbilled all-stars 
mitting public dances in places, ex- No cutting dates set yet. as Haw- 
cluding taverns, where liquor is kins hasn’t completed gathering his 
sold, but the proposal stirred up so complement. 
many questions that will be re-} 
considered at the next meeting, Aug. | Brunswick Signs Burke 
26. Detroit, Aug. 15 
Proponents of the proposa] have; Sonny Burke’s new band, cur- 
argued that it would reduce the) rently at near-by Lake Orion, will 
number of Madison persons, includ- start cutting six discs for Brunswick 
ing University of Wisconsin stu- Aug. 21. Signed by John Hammond. 
dents, who drive outside the city to Frederick Bros. has lined band up 
roadhouses, and would increase the for future bookings, and plans wu 
; City’s revenue. ‘open in Boston this fall. 


| 15 Best Sheet Music Sellers ae a 
| 
| 

| 


34 VARIETY 


MUSIC—DANCE BANDS 


Wednesday, August _16, 


Disc Reviews 


(Only the unusual reviewed henceforth. 


Including the unusually bad.) 


Ziggy Elman of Benny Goodman's 
crew has his own combo on Blue- 
bird 10316, the same team which 
first waxed ‘Happy in the Spring, 


literal translaiion of a Yiddish dog- | 


gerel which ultimately became ‘And 
the Angels Sing,’ 
cer set a lyric to Elman’s ‘cleaned- 
up’ tune. This couplet combines an 


oldie, ‘You’re Mine, You!’ by Johnny | 
Green, and a brand new instrumen- | 


tal by Elman captioned ‘Zaggin’ 
the Zig.’ It’s a jiver, with the 
maestro’s horn work, Jess Stacy's | 
ivories and Jerry Jerome's tenor | 
sax prominent, 


Les Brown’s original ‘Perisphere | 


Shuffle’ and ‘Trylon Stomp’ is a 
swingology salute in the jazzidiom of 
tomorrow, in keeping with the N. Y. 
Fair’s theme symbols. Maestro- 
composer Brown is prominent with 
his clarineting. Bluebird 10314. 

Dorothy Lamour utilizes the Mau- 
rice Ravel theme from ‘Pavane,’ 
titled ‘The Lamp Is Low,’ paired with 
Gershwin’s ‘Man I Love,’ an inien- 
sive interpretation with Lou Bring’s 
band backgrounding on Bluebird 
10302. On Brunswick 8394, Martha 
Raye does a pair of foxtrot ballads, 
‘Stairway to ‘the Stars’ and ‘Melan- 
choly Mood,’ Dave Rose’s band as- 
sisting. Both register well. 

Matty Malneck, who succeeded 
Eddy Duchin on Pall Mall, and is 
current at LaMaze’s in Hollywood, 
in between film chores, is an expert 
musician. One of Paul Whiteman’s 
original boys, this violinist-arranger- 
composer has done finished jobs 
with Drdla’s ‘Souvenir’ and Rim- 
sky-Korsakoftf's ‘Flight of the Bum- 
ble-Bee’ in dance arrangement. 

Ray Noble does handsomely by 
‘Rendezvous Time in Paree’ and ‘is 
Is Possible?’ the ‘Streets of Paris’ 
hits, on Brunswick 8399, Larry Stew- 
art vocalizing. 

Gene Krupa gives out with plenty 
of ‘Jungle Madness’ on Br. 8400, 
paired with ‘You Taught Me to Love 
Again,’ vocals by Irene Daye. 

Maxine Sullivan ‘vocadances’ 
*Jeanie with the Light Brown Hair’ 
and ‘Drink to Me Only With Thine 
Eyes.’ The colored chanteuse utilizes 
two crack arrangements by Claude 
Thornhill, her musical mentor and | 
arranger, who also batons the sup- 
porting orchestra on Victor 26260. 

Dick Todd who sounds like Crosby 
*vocadances’ ‘A Tabie in a Corner’ 
(Sam Coslow-Dana Suesse) and 
*What Goes On Behind Your Eyes’ 
(Buddy Bernier- Bob Emmerich), 
latter assisted by The Three Reasons, 
femme vocal trio. ‘Table’ is a good} 


sequel to Coslow’s own ‘Cocktails for | and ‘Easy to Get,’ 


Two,’ and both are affable foxtrot 
ballads, expertly barytoned by Todd. | 
Bluebird 10335. 

Xavier Cuzat and his Waldorf- 
Astoria Latins are tops in that type 
of terp tunestering. 
a New Romance’ 
beguine tempo, 


for a Night,’ 

tor 26299. 
Shirley Ross and Bob Hope, with 

Harry Sosnik’s orchestra assisting, 


in bolero rhythm. Vic- 


after Johnny Mer-— 


' 2568 doing ‘The Lady’s in Love With 
| You,’ out of Par’s ‘Some Like It Hot,’ 
and the yesteryear ‘Penthouse Seran- 
ade,’ still a siurdy ballad. 

Carmen Miranda is more exciting 
in person than on the disks, if Decca 
23095-6-7 are any criterion. Whilea 
reputed best seller in South America, 
undoubtedly with these very record- 
ings which are released by Decca in 
the U. S. under its own label, the 
imonotony of the Portuguese lingo 
‘and sameness of tempo afford little 
distinction. First couples Senorita 

|Miranda and Dorival Caymmi_ in 


|‘O Que e Que a Bahiana Tem’ and | 
both 
er 


‘A Preta Do Acarage,’ 
'Caymmi. No. 23096 couples 
with Almirante in a carioca backed 
iby W. S. Bountman’s orchestra in 
‘Boneca de Pixe.’ 
with ‘No Taboleiro da_ Bahiana,’ 
dueted by Miss Miranda and Luiz 
Barbosa. Luperce Miranda batons 


, here, Last of the album features her | 


'in a solo, ‘Dance Rumba’ and ‘Quan- 
do eu Penso na Bahia,’ a samba, 
easily the best of the three platters. 


Del Courtney, getting a showcas- 
ing at Bear Mt. Inn (N. Y.), 
on Vocalion with No. 4992, smooth 
versons of ‘Over the Rainbow’ from 
‘Wizard of Oz’ and ‘How Lovely You 
Are,’ both foxtrots, respectively fea- 
turing Sherman Hayes and Joe Mar- 
tin on the vocals. Courtney’s ‘cam- 
era’ style is different. Ginny Simms 
jis equally smooth on Vocalion 5011 | 
|; with her orchestra (actually Kay | 
Kyser’s unit, with whom she’s fea- 
tured) also doing ‘Rainbow’ and ‘Ad- 
dress Unknown.’ Miss Simms has a 
fetching vocal style, but she isn’t per- 
mitted to eclipse the foxtrot appeal | 
of both ballads. 


Bud Freeman and his Summa Cum | 
Laude orchestra is an unique billing 
for a hot jive combo, but thereby 
hangs the tale. It stems 
Princeton ’29 class reunion engi- 
neered by Frank Norris (Time ed), 
Herb Sanford (adman) and Bill! 
Priestley, architect, all swingophiles, 
who assembled this eight-piece unit | 
from among the prominent hepcats 
that they knew. They got together 
Bud Freeman, tenor sax from Tommy 
| Dorsey, Ray Noble and Benny Good- 
| man; guitarist Eddy Condon; Brad 
Gowans, only jazz trombonist to use 
a valve sliphorn; Pee Wee Russell, 
clarinet virtuoso; trumpeter Max 
Kaminsky; Clyde Newcomb, ex- 
Bobby Hackett, on bass; pianist Dave 
; Bowman and Davey Tough on drums. 
At the 10th Princeton reunion party 
the octet clicked so well that RCA 


No. 10370, ‘I’ve Found a New Baby’ 
is their first, an 
| out- of-this-worlder. Band has since 
connected at Nick’s Tavern in Green- 
wich Village. Latter piece 
Gowans and Freeman. 

| Larry Clinton’s Victor 26174 serial 


‘The Thrill of | number with ‘Over the Rainbow’ and 
is Cugat’s own, a/| ‘The Jitterbug’ 
with Dinah Shaw} | of Oz’) is explained by the fact that | 
vocalizing. Paired with it is ‘Havana| he waxed these last February, but | 


(more from ‘Wizard 


Metro held up releases of the songs 
coincidental with the film. In smooth 


| swingo, Clinton has done his usual | 


stylized job competently with this | 


are good wax showmanship on Decca | couplet. 


ne A HUNDRED TO ONE 
(I’M IN LOVE) 
By RONNIE KEMPER and DICK JURGENS 


the ready made hit that’ S bringing 
nation wide calls! — 


This is paired | 


is new | 


from aj} 


Victor signed ’em for Bluebird and | 


is by | 


Band Review 


Network Plugs, A.M. A 


JULES ALBERTI ORCH (15) 


Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current ty 


With Penny Price, Bill Harrison, yao (WEAF and WJZ), and CBS (WABC) computed for the w seek fr oe 
Pessy Kraft | Monday through Sunday (Aug. 7-13). Total represents 
Village Barn, New York accumulated 
hee ..| performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m. Symbol * 
This is the band that uses a pall Gonotes film song, ¢ legit, all others are po 
of tap dancers as a novelty, thread- | ° "_e 
| ing their toe stuff into arrangements | GRAN 
‘for a new approach to pop appeal. | TITLE 7” ‘ PUBLISHER TOTAL 
On the strength of this hearing the Over the Rainbow...*Wizard of Oz............. WUMND sade ssencessccas 72 
band doesn't need its novelty angle | Moon Love. --Famous .........,,.. 50 
to come to attention, it being strong | Lamp Is Low.. Robbins ............, 41 
enough musically (it was signed | Stairway to the Robbins ........ 
Monday (8) to an MCA managership I Poured Heart Into Sons...*Second Fiddle..... Berlin ............. : 39 
Alberti has a girl and boy tapster Man with the Mandolin. Santly .............. 
into various breaks in the arrange- | Beer os apiro 
ments and sort of accent the rhythm | Blue Evening. Muller = 
of the bend He calls his | My Heart Has Red Star............. 28 
Tap-a-Rhythm t's showmanship | South American Way...tStreets of Paris........Harms .............. 
| plus—maybe too much as patrons of | Go Fly a Kite...*Star Maker...............+++ Famous ............. | 
| this spot, where Alberti was playing | Especially for Shapiro ......... 24 
as relief for Howard Woods, at first | An Apple for the Teacher...*Star Maker........ : es cv sta 23 
spent more time watching the band | Lady’s in Love with You. — Like It Hot...Paramount .......... 23 
than taking advantage of its dance- | Runnin’ Through My Mind. Veer le 23 
n an Eighteen entur rawing Room..... 
(rhythm, Alberti at the helm, and Po Remick ............. 21 
'singer Penny Price and the two This Is No Dr 
dancers, the band is smoothly styled is Is No ream 21 
|small brass setup muted, giving a Back to Back *Second Fiddle 
on occasionally on excellently ar- | Fos Dey 19 
‘at that extreme, Novelties, with a Let's iwords 18 
| choral ensemble background are also | Cinderella Stay in My Arms.............0.e000 Shapiro ............. 16 
/used. As laid out the band is equal- | Jn the Micd'o of a 16 
ly adaptable to dance work and for Don't Look NOW..... ccceceeccceeeeneeeeeeeuees Chappell 14 
theatres with its various tricks. Melancholy Mood.. 14 
Tap pair work in all tempoes | Address 13 
‘singly and together, but seem more | For 13 
| effective, especially the girl, Peggy | I’m Sorry for Myself. ..*Second 13 
Kraft, in the slower ones. Her well | Merry Old Land of Oz. .*Wizard of Oz.......... 13 
| trained toe work, close to the fioor | Moonlight Serenade........... 13 
a la Powell, and a tick tock rhythm | Ding Dont Witch Ts Dead...*Wizard of Oz...... BOE io tavcesevvessene 12 
| _ Penny Price is the band’s vocalist. Chappell ............ 12 
While her voice could be more full You Tausht Me to Love Again Soler 12 
(she's, young), her style is smooth | Bony 
jand she makes neat impression. | Mill ese i 
Tapsters work softly behind and in | Wishing. “Love: 11 
| breaks in her vocals also. I Can't Afford to Dream. ream. ..t Yokel BOP. ppell 10 
Skippy Martig, saxophonist-ar- 


Inside Stuff —Music 


| Monday (14), cutting his slated stay abroad by three weeks. 
| in mid-July. 

Bernstein said that he and his wife had been driven frantic by the 
constant talk of war in both France and England. Every place they went 
they were reminded that war was imminent. No conversation could be 
maintained more than a few minutes before some native brought up the. 
subject of war and what it meant to him, his family or his business. 


Jack Kapp played Santa Claus during June, 


the latest Securities & | 


Exchange Commission report on insiders’ stock deals showed last week. He | 
handed over to unidentified beneficiary 1,600 shares of Decca Record com- | 


| mon, But he still has 25,241 shares. 


Decca is rushing out an album on ‘Wizard of O72’ 
Judy Garland, Victor Young’s orchestra and the actual off-screen voices 
used in the Metro film. 


| Eddie DeLange’s father was Louis DeLange, playwright-producer, and 
his mother, the former Selma Mantell of the Ziegfeld Follies, 


Inside Stuff—Bands 


Tommy Dorsey reimbursed the men in his orchestra for the 
, cash they invested in the Dorsey oil well venture which failed to fire. 
| Musicians had kicked in on the understanding they had nothing to lose; 
if pay dirt were struck they shared, if the well missed they got their dough 
back. Drilling was done in Texas. 

Leader became interested in oil drillings year ago last May while playing 
the Chicago theatre, Chicago. Reported to have sunk approximately $35,000. 


New York Musicians Local 802 ruling about a full year’s uninterrupted 
employment in N. Y. as a prerequisite to joining 802 is regarded in band- 
music circles as a stifling proviso, since the most original band ideas of late 
have come to New York from out-of-town. Heretofore it was nine months, 
| and bands like Blue Barron, Sammy Kaye and now Jan Savitt, coming 
| into the Hotel Lincoln, N. Y., from Philadelphia, will have met that rul- 
ing and joined 802. Savitt is set until November, which qualifies him. 


Artie Shaw 
Jimmy Dorsey 


Orchestras will soon be able to serve a seven-course medley. 
has an original tune, ‘Shoot the Likker to Me, John Boy.’ 
has ‘Shoot the Meat Balls to Me, Dominick Boy.’ 

Bob Chester orchestra now uses an original composed by a band member 
titled, ‘Shoot the Sherbert to Me, Herbert.’ 


Band leader Roger Kortland is scribbling a daily radio column for Queen 
Features syndicate, new newspaper service outfit in Philly. 


Ed Fishman’s contract as band booker with the Wm. Morris Agency has . 
been renewed for a two-year period. 


music recorded by | 


| 


Louis Bernstein, head of Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., returned from Europe | 
He went over | — 


ranger, now wit® Charlie Barnet or- 
chestra. With the recent addition of 
a seventh brass and Martin as a sixth 
sax, makes Barnet’s one of the most 
powerful bands. 


Presenting— 


SHADOWS 


By FRANKIE CARLE 


Recorded by 
GLEN GRAY, 
HORACE HEIDT, 
and AL DONAHUE 


as a worthy successor te 


FRANKIE CARLE’S 


SUNRISE 
SERENADE 


The No. 1 song for the eighth 
consecutive week 


A Great Novelty 


DUNK A 
DOUGHNUT 


Instrumental Fox Trot 


RAGPICKER 


JEWEL 


Musie Publishing Co., Ine. 
Earle Building 


1674 Broadway, New York 


No. I for Radio Song Exploitation by E very Conceivable Calculation—On Every List—Nationwide 


OVER THE RAINBOW 


From MGM “Wizard of Oz,” Leo Feist, Inc. (Harry Link, Gen. Prof. Mgr.), 1629 Broadway, New York 
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On the 


MUSIC—DANCE BANDS 


VARIETY 35 


Upbeat 


Jehnny Burkarth’s orchestra, 
which moved into the Henry Grady 
hotel, Atlanta, Saturday (12), stays 
until Sept. 23. Airing nightly via 
WSB. 


Bob Crosby orchestra will return 


to Blackhawk Cafe, Chicago, on | 


Oct. 15. 


Chattanooga’s Lookout Mountain 
hotel has George Van Arsdale or- 
chestra while the nearby Star Dust 
nitery has Lou Davoes, 


Jackson Teagarden band one-nites 


Sunday (20) at Pleasure Beach, | 


Bridgeport. 


Don Redman’s orchestra skedded 


for Aug. 20 at Oak Grove Casino, 
Milford, Conn. 


Orrin Tucker renewed for s.x more 
weeks at Cocoanut Grove in Los An- 
geles. 


Bill Roberts orchestra held over 
for third stanza at Florentine Gar- 
dens, Hollywood. 


Hal Grayson’s band goes into Ca- 
sino Gardens, Los Angeles, Sept. 7. 


Bert Smith opened last week at 
Hut, brand-new Dallas nitery. 


Frankie Trumbauer to Topsy’s, 
near Los Angeles. 


Nicky d’Amice band, now at Ver- | 


sailles, N. Y., set to return to the 
Persian Room, Hotel Plaza, N. Y., in 
September, 


Earl Hines plays a two-night en- 
gagement at the Olmos Dinner club, 
San Antonio, Aug. 18-19, 


Carl Chesterfield has newly-formed 
combo playing in and about San An- 
tonio. Heard on KONO each Thutrs- 
day afternoon. 


Doc Lawson, after summer in west, 
is heading eastward. Will play at 
the Trianon, Aragon, Chicago, middle 
of August. 


Bernie Cummins’ warbler, Connie 
Barleau, opened with band at Hotel 
Baker Mural Room, Dallas, last week, 
although barely able to walk. Doc- 
tors had just removed cast from her 
ankle, placed there three months ago 
when she was tossed from horse in 
Pittsburgh. 


Frank LaMarr orchestra has been 
signed by Al Donahue for a 39 day 
cruise to South America aboard the 
S. S. Brazil. 


Count Basie orchestra may go into 
the New York and Brooklyn Rose- 
land Ballrooms for two weeks apiece 
after its current date at the Famous 
Door, N. Y, 


Ernie Fields orchestra, which Wm. 
Morris Agency brought in from 
Kansas City, plays its first local 


|New York date at the Apollo the- 
atre, Opening Friday (18), 


Claire Martin, vocalist with Bob- 
bie Hackett’s orchestra, who made 
records and aired with the new Bob 
|Zurke crew has shifted to Zurke 
| permanently, 


Ben Cutler orchestra returns to 
the Rainbow Room, N, Y., Oct. 11. 


Will Osborne orchestra shifts from 


the Palomar L. A., to a four week 
| date at the Edgewater Beach Hotel, 
Chicago, for four weeks opening 
Aug. 25 and follows with two weeks 
| at the Chase Hotel, St. Louis. Gets 
_ Mutual wires in Chicago and NBC in 
St. Louis. 


| Frankie Henshaw orchestra signed 
With Rockwell. 

Skinnay Ennis gets into New York 
|from the Coast today (Wednesday) 
| with Carmine Calhoun, his band vo- 
| calist. Ennis returns west next 
week to open at the Mark Hopkins 
hotel, Aug. 25 for three weeks, after 
that returning to Victor Hugo's, L. 
A., and his Bob Hope radio show jin 
September. 


Bands’ Czar 


(Continued from page 1) 


is given point by the designation of 
attorney Bernard, L. Miller to act as 
the Will Hays or ‘czar’ of the com- 
bine. Miller will give up his regular 
| legal practice and devote himself 
entirely to the trade association. He 
was counsel for years to Rockwell- 
O’Keefe, predecessor to General 
Amusement. 

Pact among the three booking or- 
* ganizations was reached after months 
of negotiations. No name has been 
selected for the organization, but 
this, as well as the election of offi- 
cers and adoption of constitution 
and bylaws, will be done at a meet- 
ing tentatively set for Aug. 28. 


Evil Practices 


The three booking outfits feel that 
the time has become ripe for the in- 
dustry to create a common trade 
front and to work toward the elim- 
ination of evil practices within the 
business. As head of the association 


| Miller will supervise the code of fair 


trade practices which is to be adopt- 
ed, arbitrate any disputes among the 
members, and handle any problems, 
such as legislative matters, which af- 
fect the entire industry. 


Like other managerial associations, | 
this group will base its membership | 
fee upon a percentage of the business | 


done by the respective members. lIf 


they don't want to disclose their | 


gross revenue they will have the al- 
ternative of paying a flat annual sum, 
tentatively set at $7,500. 


New York State early next month. 
Coin-Machine Barometer 
Vaudeville booking has taken a 


new twist for talent buyers chiefly | 
interested in bands as b.o. attrac- | 
tions. Formerly, they had only the | 
radio and ballrooms to watch as a/| 
gauge on the popularity of the orchs, | 


but records are now beginning to 
play an important part. 
Coin-machine platters are more 


A charter | 
will be filed with the secretary of | 


of an important barometer on 
bands than the sale of disks for home 
use. Popularity of the platters of 
certain orchs in the beerhalls and 
soda spots is being accepted by the 
bookers as indications of the top the- 
atre b.o. draws to come, 

As a result of this new trend, 
| bookers are now studying literature 
| and Statistics of the type formerly 
|entirely foreign in a vaude office. 
| Sales reports on records are getting 
| more than a cursory glance from the 
| Show-buyers, with future bookings 
predicated on these. 

It’s being reflected in the bookings 
| of bands, which up to now have been 
| considered strictly secondary b.0. 
material. Some of these crews, in 
fact, are being optioned even into 
'next year to enable the houses to 
/cash in on their mounting popular- 
|ity. One such case in point is the 
| booking of Glenn Miller’s orchestra at 
| the Paramount, New York, starting 
Sept. 22, with an option for a repeat 
‘at the same house in the following 
| year. 

Another reflection of this trend is 
| the publicity aimed by the bands at 
| dealers in coin machines. 

More Versatile Today 

The bands of today differ mark- 
edly from the old units in that in- 
variably the better ones can step 
from nite club, to hotel, to cafe, to 
one-night ballroom dates, and then 
skip into a film theatre for appear- 
ances either on the stage or—more 
recently—on the hydraulic orchestra 
pit platform. 

Versatility is the clue to prosperity 
and radio sponsorship, the thick rich 
cream. 

The dance orchestra, both in itself 
and as a flexible setting for vaude- 
Ville acts, has become the one kind 
of live talent popular with the oper- 
ators of film circuit houses. The lat- 
ter for the most part are cold to 
vaudeville as such, but receptive to 
the compromise version of vaude- 
ville, with the entertaining orchestra 
as its keystone. 


PROHIBITION 
ENDS 


BAND JOB 


Bombay, July 25. 

| Teddy Weatherford and his band 
| of 10 has bowed out at the Taj Mahal 
hotel, Bombay, after working there 
for nearly three years. That estab- 
| lishment now finds it difficult to pay 
for an imported band due to the en- 
forcement of prohibition, and will 
replace with a native outfit. 

In token of services rendered, the 
hotel staged a benefit for the or- 
chestra boys, allowing thém a per- 
centage of admission takings. 

Band, mixed, consists of five white 
members and American negroes, 
among whom are Teddy Weather- 


Cricket Smith and Rudy Jackson. 
After a five-week booking in Co- 
lombo (Ceylon), outfit is skedded to 
open at Hellen Doorn restaurant in 
Surabaya (Java), on a year’s en- 
gagement. 

| Wincent Lopez orchestra, currently 
lat the Steel Pier, Atlantic City, is 
Doses first Wm. Morris band to go in 
there. 


Jitterbugs 


(Continued from page 1) 


p.m. as a rule, band bookings have 
succeeded in luring visitors to that 
section in early afternoons. It is 
estimated that Dorsey, Masters and 
Hackett drew approximately 85,000 
listeners on their first two days 
(Saturday and Sunday) in a total of 
14 concerts, three in the afternoon 
by Dorsey and two each by the 
evening bands. 


Restaurants’ Sharp Rise 

Highest upped biz estimate is at 
the restaurants closest to the band 
shell, which is situated between 
Washington Hall and the Cuban Vil- 
lage on the edge of Fountain Lake. 
Eateries reported the 500% rise. 
New life is reflected even at the 
Wild West Rodeo, farthest from the 
bandshell, at the extreme end of the 
midway. 


Bandshell itself is no credit to the 
Fair although the policy was de- 
cided on hurriedly. It’s a flimsy 
looking affair with about 3,500 wood- 
en chairs set up for seating. They 
were not enough when caught, and 


Music Pubs Authorize Douglas To 
Dicker for ‘Legitimate’ Songsheets 


crowd overflowed onto newspapers, 
torn lunchboxes, and anything handy | 
to sit on. Ropes are stretched in a 
semi-circle to keep the crowd away, | 
but after the finish of each set auto- 
graph hounds swarm over and uns | 
der the ropes like ants. Dorsey had | 
to be rushed through the crowd with | 
police protection to an official expo | 
car Saturday in order to reach his} 
stand at the Hotel Pennsylvania | 
(N. Y.) on time. 


Names like Lombardo, Dorsey, et 
al. can only work in the afternoon, 


because the big outfits, for the most 


New York hotels. Lombardo’s at the 
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. 

All that the Fair officials now heave 
to do is to clean up the additional 
unfilled space, on each side of the 


left in the industrial area, when the 
bands are on tap. Even off-duty 
Fair bus jockeys were jittering 
around on Dorsey’s opening day. 


Actors’ Home 


(Continued from page 1) 


purchase of a 43-acre farm with a 
22-bedroom building at Lansdale, Pa. 


ford who plays piano, Roy Butler, | 


|!aided in landing jobs. 


Lewis said the spot will be known 
as Penn Haven Farms. Talent will 
be provided with rehearsal rooms 
and other facilities, and will be 
There will 
be no kickback or percentage on any 
jobs obtained. 

To avoid making it a vacation 
place, each of the 50 persons which 
Lewis figures the farm will accom- 
modate, will be required to do farm 
chores for his keep. In that way 
it is hoped to make it self-sustaining 


‘so far as food goes. 


part, are on location dates in key} 


band layout, for a level dancing; 
area, and there won't be a jitterbug | 


Walter G. Douglas, chairman of 
the Music Publishers’ Protective As- 
sociation, has rece:ved practically 
unanimous consent from the mem- 
bership to consider a_ legitimate 
songsheet proposition from a na- 
tional magazine distributing organi- 
zation. Douglas had, the week be- 
fore last, advised MPPA members 
that the counsel for such an organi- 
zation had approached him about 
sounding out the publishers. 

The distributing outfit offers to 
pay a substantial advance and guar- 
antee against royalty for the publi- 
cation rights to lyrics used in its 
songsheets, but it wants to make 
sure that a sufficient number of pubs 
are agreeable to the enterprise be- 
fore it enters into any commitments. 
The distributor claims to have 800 
promotion men in the field whose 
job it will be to eliminate the song- 
sheet bootlegger as well as plug the 
legitimate product. 


Band Bookings 


Artie Shaw, Sept. 8, week, Palace 
theatre, Cleveland. 

Jimmy Dorsey, Aug. 20, week, 
Surf Beach Club, Virginia Beach; 
Aug 27, week, Million Dollar Pier, 
Atlantic City. 

Glenn Miller, Aug. 25, week, Earle 
theatre, Washington. 

Bill Marshall, Aug. 20, week, Man- 
hattan Beach, N. Y. 

Ramona, Aug. 27, nine days, Man- 
hattan Beach, N. Y. 

Artie Shaw, Sept. 16, Nu Elms B., 
Youngstown, Ohio; 17, Castle Farms, 
Cincinnati. 

Joe Venuti, Aug. 26, week, Pali- 
sades Park, Fort Lee, N. J. 

Andy Kirk, Aug. 25, week, Apollo 
theatre, N. Y.; Sept. 4, County Cen- 


iter, White Plains, N. Y.; Sept. 16, 
' Armory, Charleston, W. Va.; 18, 


Armory, Beckley, W. Va. 


Little Jack Little, Aug. 22, Tulsa, 
Okla; 29, Blue Moon B., Wichita, 
Kans. 

Earl Hines, Aug. 21, Cotton Club, 
Austin, Tex.; 28, Evansville, Ind.; 30, 
Lake Geneva, Wis.; Sept. 8, Aud., 
Kansas City. 

Hal Kemp, Aug. 18, Coney Island, 
Cincinnati: 19, Lakeside Park, Day- 
ton; 20, Valley Dale, Columbus, Ohio. 

Larry Clinton, week Oct. 26, Carl- 
ton theatre, Jamaica, N. Y. 

Mal Hallett, Sept. 12-13, Hotel 
Syracuse, Syracuse. N. Y. 

Woody Herman, Aug. 18-22, Mil- 
lion Dollar Pier, Atlantic City. 

Charles Agnew, Aug. 25-26, Dun- 
bar Cave, Clarksville, Ky. 

Freddie Fisher, Sept. 6, 
Bay, Wis. 

Jack Denny, Sept. 2, week, Pali- 
sades Park, N. J. 


Green 


John Magro Quits Mills 

John Magro has resigned as pub- 
licity manager of Mills Music, Ince., 
to do freelance work in that field 
and advertising. 

Before joining Mills, Magro was 
advertising manager of G. Schir- 
mer, Inc. 


BING CRO 


No. DECCA RECORD SELLER. 
_ A POSITIVE RIOT IN ENGLISH 
SPANISH OR BOTH. 


HITS 


EDWARD 


NOW READY! 


These Two Tested and 
Proven Ballad Hits / 


OUT OF PORT 


(OUT OF SIGHT, OUT OF MIND) 


By Ira Schuster 


IT’S ALL OVER TOWN 


(WE'RE THROUGH) 
By Teddy Powell 


Frank General Professional Mgr. 


MARKS 


BLDG, RADIO CITY. NEW YORK 


MORE WAYS THAN 


ONE!!! 


| 


CAB 


TUNE. 
ONTHE AIR—EVERYWHERE. 
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HELD OVER FROM 1st 
show by popular demand 


PROF. LAMBERTI 
Headlining the show 


JOHNNY WOODS 


You’ve proven to be 


gait the master producer 


—Mr. CARROLL 
Signed—THE CAST 


WHAT THE ACTORS SAY ABOUT ‘‘ACTORS’ HEAVEN’ 


PROF. LAMBERTI..........“I've played all over the world but never in such a theatre as this.” 
3 NONCHALANTS..........“Greatest Theatre in the world for comedy.” 


NIRSKA am SO happy to be back with Mr. Carroll again.” 
ARCHIE BLEYER..........“The best boss I ever worked for.” 
famous Butterfly Dance JOHNNY WOODS...........“A bottle of Champagne every night...what a management.” 


SUSAN MILLER............“During my 34 weeks here, I have made pictures for RKO and 
appeared in NBC and CBS broadcasts.” 

KEN STEVENS.............“There’s nothing like it any place.” 

BERYL WALLACE..........“Working since last Christmas and until next Christmas, too” 

REGINALD CRAIG..........“My 9th month in a great theatre for a great showman.” 

THE 3 NORMANG..........“One show a night and what a swell audience for laughs.” 

LELA MOORE........ seoee. “A beautiful show, a grand audience and a considerate manager.” 

EDUARDO AGUILAR.......“The most pleasant engagement of my career.” 

4 HOT SHOTS..............“Tapping our way to fame here, toured the entire world and have 
completed 4 pictures for M-G-M, United Artists, Universal and 
Columbia Studios.” 

3 LOVELY SISTERS..... .-. “Riding high, all due to the great Mr. Carroll.” 

YGOR AND TANYA..... .e--“Since our engagement with Mr. Carroll, we have completed 3 
pictures for 20th Century-Fox and Universal Studios.” 


CONSECUTIVE 
RECORD 
BREAKING 


WEEKS 


* AN OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT |! 

* AMERICA’S MOST GLAMOROUS THEATRE! 

* 60 MOST BEAUTFUL GIRLS N THE WORLD! 

* 35 SCENES EQUAL TO THE FAMOUS VANITIES! 
* A GREAT LAUGH SHOW! 


EARL CARROLL 


RESTAURANT 


REGINALD CRAIG 


Dramatle Baritone HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA 


THE 3 NORMANS 


The club men of the 
night club 


3 LOVELY SISTERS ARCHIE BLEYER . EDUARDO AGUILAR 


Musical Direct 
The glamor girls of song s gy By and and his Rhumba Orchogtra 


' 

YGOR & TANYA 
Tt D i Ss 

“Rese of Washingtos 

Square” 


3 NONCHALANTS 


in Roughfined 
Entertainment | 


LELA MOORE 


Dance of the Lovers 
Peacock Girl 


SUSAN MILLER 
The sparkling Personality 
of Song 


KEN STEVENS 
Lyric Baritone 


4 HOT SHOTS 


The world’s best dancing 
entertainers 
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Lefty Calls Show 
Museum With Two Pairs of Pants 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Dear Vic: New York, Aug. 15. 

Sure glad to hear that we did a little business last week at Coolacres. 
That is the fascination of being an exhibitor, you never know when the 
producers will make a mistake and send you a good picture and put you 
in the black for a week. Making bad pictures must be accidents because 
nobody can deliberately make such bad pictures unless they’re a genius. 
The product they are handing us for the summer is almost as bad as the 
radio. I can’t figger why show people think the public don’t want to be 
entertained in the summer as well as they do in the winter. Why don’t all 
the theatres close for the summer and turn over the entertainment busi- 
ness to the sea, sun and merry-go-rounds? 

Me and Aggie have been listening to the radio a lot for no reason except 
that it only costs about 3c a day to run a radio. There’s been a lot of talk 
about freedom of speech on the radio. If you ask me I think that’s the 
trouble with the radio, everybody speaks, especially the ones that have 
nothing to say, or no funny jokes. Those Quiz programs will finally drive 
everybody nuts. It will get so that when you ask a guy for the right time 
he won't give it to you unless you give him a prize. 

After Fred Allen, Jack Benny and Burns and Allen go off the air every- 
body sounds like substitutes, Me and Aggie sure like Easy Aces; their 
material is so fresh and clean it’s got dew on it. At least in Television we 
will be able to see the guys that have the nerve to tell lousy jokes, and 
people will remember their faces and sometimes when they meet them in 
a crowd they can get even with ’em by tripping ‘em or kicking ’em in the 
shins. 

I think a guy that will open up a sanitarium for radio script writers will 
make a fortune. Of course they will have to take their files away from 
them or they would be able to escape. Aggie sez a sanitarium for radio 
listeners would be a better bet. 

Always a Cheater 

No doubt you’ve read where a few Congressmen and Senators cut off 
the Theatre Project. What gets me sore is that they said the actors didn’t 
do any work. There’s always some guy in every business that tries to 
dodge work. There’s the piano mover that carries the stool, the street 
cleaner that waits for rain, the guy that cops a smoke in the men’s room, 
the guy that goes to the ball game instead of attending to business, and 
the chorus girls that don’t sing the words of the opening chorus. And is 
there anybody that does less work than a Senator and a Congressman? 
Aggie sez it would be a great idea if a bunch of comics would get together 
when some of these Senators and Congressmen are up for reelection and 
go down to their home states and campaign against ‘em. They could laugh 
’em out of public office, but the only trouble with that is somebody else 
would be elected, which is just as bad. Anyway it’s gonna be tough for a 
lot of folks in show business that saved programs instead of money. 

Me and Aggie went in to see Ripley’s Odditorium which opened up on 
Broadway. Like my pal Bob Walters sez: ‘It's Hubert’s Museum with two 
pair of pants.’ It’s all done high class and they have a lot of pretty dames 
lecturing on the stuff. Little Alice Farley, a little show kid we know, 
looks swell and is plenty easy on the eyes. The freaks are presented on a 
revolving stage and they’re all dressed neat and clean and give a good 
show. Then there’s Carl Rossini showing five big illusions which are 
swell, and there’s a room with a guy showing all the gimmicks on roulette, 
birdcage, spinning wheel. It only smarts up the suckers to a certain ex- 
tent. It won’t make ’em stop gambling; it will just make ’em think they’re 
in on the know and try to beat it. A half-wised up sucker is easier than 
@ guy that don’t know nothin’. All in all it’s a swell show for the dough 
and ought to clean up, especially with all the yokels in town that the Fair 
expects to bring in. Ripley should have a vaudeville act among the freaks 
just as a matter of record. 

Keep rolling up those dimes, nickels and pennies, 
customers that come in. SEZ 

Your pal, 
LEFTY. 

Tom Phillips sez, ‘Taxi drivers sure have the gift of grab.’ 


AUSSIE 


Wellington, N. Z., July 17. | 
The Alec Hanlon revue unit, | 


VIGILANTES 0.0. 


3 Sailors, Stuart-Morgan 
Dancers Set for Europe 


Three Sailors sail Aug. 30 for Lon- 
don, where they’ll tour the General 
Theatres circuit. 

Another American act set for 
abroad is the Stuart-Morgan Dancers 
(4). They open at the Scala, Ber- 
lin, Oct. 1. Deals set by Herman 
Citron through the William Morris 
office. 


Ben Fuller, is returning to the U.S. 
shortly after a disastrous season in 
New Zealand and Australia. Acts 
include Bozo Snyder, Salici’s Pup- 
pets, Ross and Edwards, Carr Bros. 
and Betty, Green and Lang, Jack 
Bickle, Loretta Grey and Van Twins. 
Alex Gerber produced. 

Unit was brought here on a 12- 
week guarantee with options. Fail- 
ure in N.Z. portends cancellation of 
further dates, Bobby Morris, comed- 
ian, was taken out of ‘Hollywood 
Hotel’ unit in an endeavor to build 
up the comedy end, but show was 
not strong enough anyway to war- 
rant biz. 


Philadelphia, Aug. 15. 


to keep an eye on nitery entertain- 
ment and look out for violations of 
the Pennsy Liquor Control Act has 
been named within the industry by 
the Philly Retail Liquor Dealers 
'Assn. Constables have been ap- 
pointed with authority to make ar- 


Best regards to the | 


NITERY SHOWS: 


A group of professional vigilantes | 


Welk Into Chi Theatre 


_ Lawrence Welk orchestra leaves | 
its current Edgewater Beach hotel, 
Chicago stand Aug. 24 to go into the | 
Chicago theatre week of Aug. 25. It’s 
the band’s first theatre date. 

_ Also the first major theatre book- | 
ing done by Frederick Bros., band’s | 
handlers. 


Sophisticates Separate 
Chicago, Aug. 15. 
Three Sophisticated Ladies are. 
breaking up after eight years in. 


rests for violations. 

Basis for the intra-mural judg- 
ment on the passability of enter- 
tainment, according to Jack Crane, 
prez of the dealers’ organization, is 
whether or not the constable would 
be ashamed to bring his wife and 
daughter to see the show. If a man 
wouldn't bring his family, Crane 
said, steps will be taken to stop the 
performance. 

Constables will be on 24-hour duty 
to see that a recent code of ethics 
adopted by operators here is ob- 


vaude and niteries. Flo Neal is on| served. Crane said his group is co- 
the Coast recuping from a serious Operating with the Liquor Control 
accident and Belle Lyons is ready- | Board in order to get quicker action 


on violations, elimination of which 


ing for marriage here shortly. 

Only one sticking to show busi-. 
ness at present is Renee Rondell, | 
who is doing a single. 


will go a long distance toward keep- 
ing quiet the advocates of return to 
prohibition. 


LUCILLE 
‘A Name to Conjure With’ 
Opened ‘Troc’ Cabaret, London, 
and immediately booked for return 
dates. Solely Represented by 
Charles L. Tuckér, 17, Shaftes- 

bury Ave., London, Eng. 
Personal Manager: R. G. Blackie 
(Charles L. Tucker Office) 


Warners Shifting 
Vaude From Fox 


To Earle in Philly 


Philadelphia, Aug. 15. 

Another switch in house policy 
will be made by Warner Bros. in 
midtown on Aug. 25. Vaudeville, 
which was pulled out of the Earle 
and switched to the Fox last Febru- 
ary, returns to the Earle. Fox will 
resume its former first-run straight 
flicker policy. 

The Earle’s policy of three-hour 
shows (one feature with a flock of 
shorts and newsreels) will go to the 
Capitol. Latter is a late-run house 
in the center of the city, but some- 
what off the beaten amusement path. 
Herman Comer has been named 
manager to become effective with 
the new policy. 

Lou Schrader’s Earle house band, 
which is at the Fox for seven weeks 
replacing Adolph Kornspan’s pit 
crew there, will return to the Earle. 
Kornspan’s outfit, which went out in 
a compromise agreement between 
WB and the Musicians’ Union, will 
return for overture work. 


Warners has several times tried 
flesh in the Fox and Earle simultan- 
eously, but it was never successful. 
It was talked of as a possibility for 
the fall, but abandoned since there 
seems little chance of its being prof- 
itable. Last attempt was at the be- 
ginning of the season last year. It 
was given up after a few weeks. 

Decision to shift flesh from the 
Earle to the Fox during the winter 
resulted from poor biz the Fox was 
doing at the time, and the fact that 
the lease from 20th Century-Fox 
was about to expire. Fox interests 
were considering other plans for the 
lease to make the house more prof- 
itable and forced WB to take the 
bull by the horns to earn a renewal, 
which was granted at the beginning 
of the summer for a reported five 
years. 

That left the Earle, with 2,700 
seats, 300 more than the Fox, in the 


somewhat, but because of its excep- 
tionally expensive location and other 
reasons for abnormally high over- 
head, it has been way in the red. 
House has been handed B product 
mainly because it’s on the wrong 
side of the tracks for sophisticated 
films and there hasn’t been enough 
good product to go around anyway. 
It has also been patronized too long 
| solely by the peanut-cracker trade 
to attract anything else, although it 
drew the jitterbugs with name bands. 


FT. WORTH’S CASA 
MEETING HIGH NUT 


Fort Worth, Aug. 15. 

Eddie Cantor set to open a 
week’s engagement at Casa Manana, 
|Aug. 24, following Martha Raye, 
'who went in last Friday (10). Ever- 
‘ett West, radio tenor, opened same 
‘night, also for two weeks. 

Ray Noble will follow Abe Ly- 
man’s orch Friday (18). 
| At present rate, the local business 
men backing the show will not have 


is 


to stand any losses, as the nut is be- | 


‘ing met. Total‘take in three weeks 
is estimated at $55,000 to $59,000. 


Front, Back Workings of Aquacade : 
Emphasize How Colossal It Really Is 


Ban On Dancing Hits 
Acts in Ill. Niteries 


St. Louis, Aug. 15. 

Dance teams from St. Louis who 
have been copping ham-and-egg 
coin in taverns in Belleville, IL, 
across the river from here, have 
been hit by an ordinance passed by 
the Beileville City Council which 
prohibits dancing, of any kind, i 
taverns under penalty of a fine rang- 


time, a move to purge St. Clair 
County, of which Belleville is the 
county seat, of gambling is gaining 
momentum and two casino-niteries 
have shuttered, one voluntarily and 
the other by county officials. 

Local dance teams found steady 
employment in the Belleville spots 
before the edict was issued. The 
casino-niteries closed are the Brook- 
lyn Club, which drew down the 
blinds last week, and the Sleepy 
Hollow Club, which was padlocked 
by authorities who found gambling 
apparatus in the place. Marshall 
Zack, owner of the Sleepy Hollow 
Club, must face a charge of violating 
Belleville’s anti-gambling ordinance. 


DISPUTE 
ECHOES 
FRISCO 


San Francisco, Aug. 15. 

The status of five members of the 
cast of ‘Cavalcade of the Golden 
West,’ now playing at the Golden 
Gate International Exposition, re- 
mained indefinite last week while 
awaiting the outcome of the Atlantic 
City jurisdictional argument between 
the Four A’s and IATSE. 

Officials of the American Federa- 


tion of Actors requested the suspen- 
sions several days ago, charging the 
quintet had violated certain rules. 
The American Guild of Variety Ar- 
tists said that the five had been re- 
stored to the cast in good standing. 
Fairground officials withheld deci- 
sion on suspending the five actors be- 
| cause they felt any action before the 
| jurisdictional dispute in Atlantic City 
was decided would be interpreted as 
‘taking side.’ 

Members of the cast of ‘Folies Ber- 
gere’ also have been notified by the 
expo that it would continue to recog- 
nize AFA contracts until the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor’s executive 
council announced its decision. 

Local Musicians Union, No. 6, re- 
fused to endorse AGVA’s attempt to 
win support for the newly-organized 
Aubrey Blair, assistant to 


| 
| union. 


hole. The three-hour shows helped| Ken Thompson, executive secretary | 


|of the Screen Actors Guild, sought 
| the endorsement. 
Edward Vandeleur, secretary of 


| the California State Federation of 


| Labor, wired Jack Mills, AFA branch | 
| representative, that CSFL holds the | 


| AFA to be a bona fide affiliate and in 
good standing with the state labor 
body. This was prompted by a re- 
port that the labor body had en- 
dorsed AGVA. 

Vic Connors, executive secretary 
of AFRA here, said that the members 
|of the radio artists union here had 
| started taking a strike vote last week 
lin support of the Four A’s formal 
' protest to the AFL against the vrant- 

ing of a charter by the IATSE to 
the AFA. 


Juve on Limb As 
Nitery B. 0. Hypo 


| Dallas, Aug. 15. 
Southern Mansions, nitery here, 

last week put Jimmie Lou Harman, 

7-year-old tree sitter, out on a limb 


ing from $3 to $100. At the same | 


While showmen viewing the Aqua- 
cade at the N. Y. World’s Fair all 
|/use the phrase ‘this is a new kind 
'of show business,’ only a visit back- 
stage forcefully emphasizes just how 
new it is. Instead of the familiar 
backstage paraphernalia, the behind- 
| the-scenes equipment that Billy Rose 
had to worry about are such things 
as ozorators (water-purifyers), pool 
heating apparatus and the like. 

The ‘aquabelles’ and ‘aquamen’ 
, have cabana-like dressing rooms, 
| instead of the standard layout, this 
also specially built in. The 100-foot 
| revolving stage is the biggest of its 


Technical director Jay Carter sits 
/Out front at each of the four daily 
'shows and his instructions come 
| through to stage manager Bill Rob- 
;erts and asst. stage manager Bill 
|Johnson via magnavox, through 
| which may be heard such pertinent 
|if inelegant remarks as, ‘They cer- 
tainly stunk up the finale.’ 

Carter also does a series of counts, 
which in turn cue the backstage 
crew of 15 when to throw in cer- 
tain switches for the _ revolving 
stage, as that can’t be gauged from 
behind-the-scenes. 

From a projection booth vantage 
point out front, the technical di- 
rector sits with the soundman, elec- 
tricians, etc., as these, too, are 
worked from out front, rather than 
backstage, due to the bigness of it 
all. Carter holds the spot that was 
formerly Carlton Winckler’s, latter 
| having just gone down to the Fort 
Worth expo. 

There are sundry other human re- 
lations wrinkles running so large 
a show. The swimming girls drop 
out periodically, but there are sub- 
stitutes for all. Eleanor Holm alone, 
as co-star with Johnny Weismuller, 
can’t skip any performances because 
of the obvious marquee values. 

The water routines, in rhythm to 
fast tempos, are quite grueling and 
Rose is the first to state that ‘nature 
didn’t intend people to swim on 
schedule four times each and every 
day,’ hence the swing shift. But 
| there are always instances of water 
| kinks, slight chills, ete, and an 
| emergency hospital setup backstage 

takes care of the athletic mishaps 

with the casualness that comes with 
occupational duties. 

Due to the extraordinary exec- 
utive showmen interest in the Aqua- 
cade, Rose has set aside two sections 

|of reserved seats known as the gov- 
| ernors box and the press box. Lat- 
| ter is cuffo; former is an added ges- 
ture to the 99c customers of 
| distinction, such as political no- 
tables, Coast celebs, newsworthy 
| socialites, etc. It also makes it 
easier for Sidney Spier’s press co- 
| horts to flash the camera bulbs that 
way, 


CHI BURLEY CIRCUIT 
SETS 10 THEATRES 


Milwaukee, Aug. 15. 

Milt Schuster, booking for the 
| Midwest circuit of Chicago, reports 
that 10 burley houses have been lined 
| up for the coming season. Of 84 
| people to be engaged, 74 have al- 
ready been signed. 

Midwest accounts, according to 
Schuster, include the Empress here; 
Palace, Buffalo; Embassy, Roches- 
ter, N. Y.; Rialto, Chicago; Capitol, 


Toledo; Gayety, Minneapolis; Gay- 
ety, Cincinnati; Roxy, Cleveland; 
Avenue, Detroit, and Casino, To- 
ronto. Deal is now pending for a 


St. Louis house. 


Whiteman Snares 


$7,500 in Milwaukee 


| Paul Whiteman’s last-minute book- 
ing at the Riverside, Milwaukee, 
last week, closing Thursday (10), 
proved a profitable one for the 
maestro, 

Date was arranged on a _ 50-50 
basis from the first dollar, White- 
|man getting $7,500 out of a high 
| $15.000 gross. Film was ‘Zenobia’ 
(UA). 


DICK PRITCHARD BROKE 


Milwaukee, Aug. 15. 
Dick Pritchard, local theatrical 


in the grove as an attention getter. | agent, filed a voluntary petition last 


As she passed the eighth day, 
child announced she was out for the 
| 13-day mark. 


week in bankruptcy. 
Listed liabilities of $4,845 and as- 
sets of $400. 
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STARLIGHT ROOF,N.Y. 


(WALDORF-ASTORIA) 


Guy Lombardo and Royal Cana- 
dians, Georges & Jalna, Frakson, 
Xavier Cugat Orch. 


Guy Lombardo and his Royal Ca- | 
nadians, following Eddy Duchin into 
the Waldorf-Astoria’s Starlight Roof, 
continue the strong trade. The spot 
is a natural and, as such, can well 
afford the top terp talent for its 
customers. Lombardo himself has | 
been on a difficult schedule, what 
with inaugurating the name _ band | 
policy at the Fair, as a lure for the 
midway, although he has since com- | 
pleted his chore in Flushing. It was 
an afternoon assignment, and the | 
Waldorf at night for dinner and sup- 

er. 
oo dinner Lombardo batons | 
exclusively; the supper sessions al- | 
ternate with Xavier Cugat’s tango- | 
rhumba team. Georges and Jalna, | 
svelte ballroomologists, also come in| 
only for the supper sessions, confin- | 
ing their dancing, at dinner, to the | 
downstairs Sert Room, with Cugat. | 


m.c. 


| roaming 


ple of months, with the dirfner trade 
particularly rising to excellent pace. | 
Much of this is due to Willie Shore, 
Shore has built a strong fol- 
lowing in Chicago and has taken 
over the mantle formerly worn by 
Joe Lewis as the town’s own. Lewis, 
the country, has acquired 
a national flavor; so Shore is now 
Chicago’s top cafe clown. 

That intime touch has built his | 
following. He works hard, singing, 
dancing, magicing clowning. He 
weaves in and out of the show, in- | 
troducing the turns and smoothing 
all occasional hitches. And when he 
takes over on his own he’s really in 
there. 

Plenty of dancing on this show. | 
Other than the chorus line, which | 
has three turns, there are several | 
terp acts. Jitterbugs are represented | 
by eight Swing Caps, four teams | 
who toss off regulation shag stuff in | 
standard fashion. Mary Stone, neat- | 
looking soubret, sings and winds up | 
with an okay dance strut. Roth and | 
Berdun swing out with pop hoofing 
that’s suitable. 

Lee Mason has strong pipes that | 
put over a tune in fine style. He! 


| performing fake 


| attached to 


the-curtain-switch and girl comes 
out to open trunk, disclosing San- 
ders in trunk, bag, handcuffs and all. 
First display of trunk lacks convic- 
tion as he fails to demonstrate 
soundness of bottom. 

Rita Randi then makes first of her 
two appearances, second in 
half, for some eccentric dancing 
much on the ordinary. She tries a 
little acro, taps and almost toe in a 
conglomerate routine but manages 
to get over fair with some good 
showmanship. Del Mestro gets away 
for a more-than-medium return with 
some trick one-wheel cycling while 
juggling stunts. 
Wind-up consists of some lively roll- 
ing to waltz-time on wheels, one 
each leg. The Hun- 
garians then take another try with 
a whip routine but a lot of move- 
ment fails to get only medium re- 
turns. 

Closing first half is Trio 
muscleman and two gals 
some acros and buildups. Femme 
side much too heavy and on most 
lifts male shows he's handling plenty 
of weight. The Oriental Ballet 
opens second bracket but 12 dancers 
are too much for setting which de- 
tracts from the showiness of single 
dancer as she tries some east of the 
Mediterranean’ calisthenics while 
chorus circles her. Estelle Duvier, 
who follows, carries as much talent 
as the bill has to offer. In a mod- 


Frediani, 
who try 


Frakson, magico, rounds out the floor ‘has appearance and indicates excel-| ern routine to waltz-time ,she dis- 


show. 

But, primarily, it’s Lombardo’s | 
sweet music that attracts ’em. In this | 
era of jitterbugging, the stability 
the smoother Lombardo style is note- 
worthy, especially its longevity | 
through the years. Proving that the 
majority still like to hear the basic | 
melodies of the new tunes they’re | 
dancing to. 

Lombardo’s men have a solid terp | 
style that isn’t sacrificed altogether 
at the altar of melody, as they can 
get sweet-hot as occasion demands, 
and, of course, Carmen, with his 
vocals, and the rest of the Lombardos 
know how to mix it uv for best com- 
mercial results. Abel. 


COLOSIMO’S, CHI 


Chicago, Aug. 11. 
Willie Shore, Roberta Jonay, Lee 
Mason, Swing Caps (8), Hank the | 
Mule, Ginger Manners, Mary Stone, 
Roth & Berdun, Colosimo Chorus 
(12), Frank Quartell orch. 


Business has been steadying re-| 
markably here during the past cou- 


HILDEGARDE 


Appearing Nightly 
SAVOY PLAZA HOTEL 


NEW YORK 


Third Return Engagement 


Held Over Until October 19 


Per. Mar.—ANNA SOSENKO 
Ex. Rep.—JACK BERTELL 


Best Coffee in England 


QUALITY INN 


Leicester Square 
LONDON, WEST-END 


11 


‘show moves at good tempo and in 


_ better suited to voice. 


| offerings. 


| cuffed, tied in sack and then locked 
'in trunk. There’s a short behind- 


ent possibilities. Ginger Manners | 
sells her tunes with exuberance and 
gyrations. Not much on _ vocal 


of | ability, but that blond hair, chassis | tics. 


and delivery get her over. Roberta | 
Jonay does an okay peacock dance | 
in the finale production number. 
Standard novelty is Hank the 
Mule, with the comedy fitting neatly. 
Can work any cafe. Frank Quartell 
orchestra handles show and dansa- 


pation capably. . Gold 
CASINO DELLE ROSE 


(ROME) 


Rome, Aug. 2. 
Hungarian Ballet, Maria Valli, | 
Spanish Sisters, Sanders Chang, Rita | 
Randi, Del Mastro, Trio Ferdiani, 
Oriental Ballet, Estelle Duvier, Bo- 
brino, Silva & Ferrara, Rascel & 
Elena Gray. 
Atmosphered in the open, this in- 
the-park casino carries all accoutre- 
ments of an outdoor dance spot, ex- 


; cept the floor, as tables and drinks! 


are part of the comeon. Clocked at | 
less than 20c for admish and throat | 
coolers dispensed at 15 to 75c, the | 
Casino offers a fair flourish of 
amusement. 

Noticeable is shortness of acts but 


numbers makes up for time limits. 
Only the next-to-closer, Rascel and 
Elena Gray, hold spot longer than | 
other acts, star billing for them un- 
doubtedly allowing for larger crack 
at returns. Unusual is two lines of 
ponies but they fill time more than 
pull applause. 

Hungarian Ballet takes the opener 
for a cold reception. Native cos- 


tumes are more pleasing to lamp 
than legwork. Maria Valli then 


tries to raise the temperature with 
two songs in Italian but gets little 
more than a peep. Her second ap- 
pearance pulls better as selection is} 


The Spanish Sisters have nothing 
extraordinary in their native dance 
Both are on the heavy 
side and manage some fair turns but 
heel work lacks decision. Follow- 
ing for a better hand is Sanders 
Chang, who offers trunk mystics 
with his partner. Girl is hand- 
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| ting. 


plays good grace. 

Bobrino is a ventriloquist but can’t 
ventro because of lack of the acous- 
All he does is paint the face 


of his dummy on his right hand, at- | 


tach hair and hat and let his dumb 
helper smoke a cigar. Silva and 
Ferrara step two numbers for good 
returns. She carries all of the grace 
and, consequently, the act, but he’s 
capable enough on his lifts and turn- 
ing swings. First is a ballroom num- 
ber while second is of Oriental vin- 
tage and would have gone over bet- 
ter had it been costumed, 

The Grays, billed as Americans, 
glean the best hand. They offer 
some good taps together, both take 
turns at singing, he catching ex- 
cellent response on comic numbers, 
Team is mismatched, however, as 
he’s too small for her height. But 
he dispenses the type of comedy in 
words and movements that click. 
Hungarian Ballet closes with some 
tepid terps. A. Derewitsky directs 
pit orch. Hugo. 


YEARS 


(From Variety) 


William Randolph Hearst offered 
to finance ‘Peter Pan,” Famous Play- 
ers producing, providing Marion 
Davies had the title role. 


After 20 years as a femme im- 
personator, Julian Eltinge was quit- 
Speculation and curiosity rife 
as to whether he would go in for 
straight male roles. 


Lee Shubert ‘discredited reports 
that he was ‘the American actor’s 
friend’ by planning to import sev- 
eral productions intact, thus throw- 
ing a crimp into the American ac- 
tor employment situation. 


Richard Talmadge, who suffered a 
broken neck while in a picture on 
the Coast, had passed the crisis and 
doctors said he would recover. The 
stunt star sustained the injury when 
he made a flying leap into a moving 
auto. 


With the bars let down against 
alien artists, German performers 
threatened to strike as 
talked of cutting salaries because of 
the huge supply of acts. 


vaudeville, was to be called Sept. 1 


ture operators. 
pay. 


‘Madame’ Sophie Tucker was Or- 
dered to temper her material a bit 
at the Palace, New York. The 


gag. 


The Columbia  burley wheel 
| thought its barelegged choruses were 
too risque. So it banned bare legs. 


a French skit in his fall ‘Vanities’ 
with Peggy Hopkins Joyce featured. 


latter | 


managers | 


A strike affecting every theatre in | 
Boston, including picture, legit and 


by the stagehands, musicians and pic- | 
They wanted more, 


| ‘madame’ was becoming a Broadway 


Sales Balks 


(Continued from page 2) 


ing obtained, Metro is near to clos- 
‘ing on one of its biggest deals, a 
| three-year termer with the Warner 
| Bros. circuit. 

| Although the negotiations have 
‘not stretched over a long period, the 
‘deal between Metro and WB is 
‘about 95° closed, with only one 
‘comparatively small zone yet to be 
, worked out. The termer will be a 
renewal of a three-year agreement 
between the two companies which 
expires with completion of the play- 
ling of the 1938-39 product. 

| With this deal, WB theatres will 
!have closed with three large dis- 
|tributors, two prior deals having 
'been set with United Artists and 
20th-Fox. Reported that the UA 
‘contract with WB for 1939-40 is a 
better deal than it had last year. 
20th got a two-year renewal of an 


(expiring 24-month~ deal, closing 
|early with WB. 
Metro-National 


Metro is also well under way with 
a deal to cqyer its product in the 
National (Fox-West Coast) chain 
|headed by Spyros Skouras. Jack 
| Flynn, M-G district manager from 
| Detroit, whose territory goes as far 


|'west as Kansas City, was in N. Y. 
|last week on this deal. Meantime, 
|Skouras is personally handling ne- 
| gotiations for a new buy of Warner 
product for the 1939-40 season. 

Republic Pictures’ new season line- 
up of product will play the 123 the- 
atres of the affiliated Saenger the- 
atres in Louisiana, Mississippi, Flo- 
rida and Alabama. Deal closed last 
week by J. R. Grainger, Republic 
president; A. C. Bromberg, southern 
|franchise holder; Clair E. Hilgers, 
| southern district sales manager, and 
Leo Seicshnaydre, manager of the 
New Orleans exchange. Gaston Du- 
reau and L. C. Montgomery repre- 
| sented the Saengers. Grainger left 
N. Y. Monday (14) to close another 
deal in Detroit. 


Dixie Opposes 20%, Tilt 
Atlanta, Aug. 15. 
Resolution introduced by Mitchell 
| Wolfson, of Miami, opposing 20° 


| 


| increase in film rentals, was unani- | 


| mously adopted at meeting of South- 
, eastern Theatre Owners Ass'n here 
| last week. The 20% hike is what 
| film producers and distribs are seek- 

ing to put over as compensation for 

demands being made by theatre 
| owners, who seek privileges of re- 

fusing as much as 20% of a com- 
pany’s annual output in lieu of block 
| booking. 

About 75 members of organization 
attended Atlanta meeting, which was 
presided over by M. C. Moore, of 
| Jacksonville, Fla., prez. Among 
| speakers were Ed Kuykendall, prez 
!of MPTOA; Thomas E, Orr, of Al- 
bertville, Ala.. and Mack Jackson, 
of Alexander City, Ala. 

Various opinions were expressed 
| by delegates from Georgia, Florida, 
A abama and Tennessee about Neely 
| bill, already passed by Senate and 
| skedded to be considered by House 


at next sesh of Congress. Association | 


| leaders declared that majority of 
;members prefer self-regulation of af- 
fairs rather than regulation by Uncle 
Sam. 


MULL VAUDE 


Philadelphia, Aug. 15. 
Return of flesh to the Comerford 
circuit, Pennsy’s second largest, may 
be presaged by the experiment the 


| chain is now making with vaude at 


its Family theatre, Scranton. Five 
acts have been installed on Thurs- 
days, Fridays and Saturdays. 

If the live shows appear to meet 
with favor they may be extended to 
the rest of the week and it is cer- 
tain that other Comerford houses 
will get flesh, if only for the week- 
end. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


Edna (Mrs. Mark) Vance here 
ogling husband (ex-VARIETY) on 
their 27th wedding anniversary. 
He’s been quite low. Mrs. Vance 


connected with ‘Railroads on Pa- 
rade’ at the N. Y. World's Fair. 


Leo Massimo, ex-NVAite who 
ozones in Alexandria, Va., here for 
that checkup. They couldn't find a 
thing the matter with him. 


Charlie Trome, former actor-bari- 
tone, ogling his frau, Marie, at the 
Rogers. She's doing nicely. 

Hap Ward, Sr., who shoots in here 
from time to time, helloing his son, 
Hap Ward, Jr. 


Thanks to Robert W. Taylor (not 
the film player) for books and mags, 
including the general interest he 
takes in this Actors Colony. 

Arthur Alverez, George Hillman, 
Russ Kelly, Henry Hudson, Elsie 
Jones, Lillian Mansfield and Kay 
Kola are recuping nicely. 

Harry (Slipfoot) Clifton, staging a 
comeback at the Nassau county 
(L. I.) sanatorium, reports he’s do- 
ing his first exercise. 

Frank ‘Lefty’ Gaylord 
from Cleveland that he’s 
three successful rib operations. 

William Collette, who sang bass 
on the old Guy Bros. minstrels and 
ozoned at Rutland Heights (Mass.) 
county san, running rooming house 
in Springfield, Mass. 

(Write to those who are ill). 


pencils 
taken 


Outstanding Comedy Hit 
of New York World’s Fair 


WALTER 


DARE 
WAHL 


BILLY ROSE’S 
AQUACADE 


Recognized by all as the Leading 
Tailors to Americans 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77 Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, W. 1. 


even its name. 


contortion act known as 


Texas Guinan was getting $1.000 
weekly at the New York El Fay 
Club, and was worth it. She was 
the official greeter and drawing a 


host of stage and screen celebs. this act. 


’"NOTHER DALLAS NITERY 
Dallas, Aug. 15. 
Dallas last week continued its re- 
cent record of a new nitery every) 
seven days. 
Latest is on suburban East Pike, 


known as the Bluebonnet. Jim Les- | 
ley is the operator. 


WARNING! 


Recently, various imitators have capitalized on the repu- 
|| tation of the LIME TRIO by deliberately copying not 
only the props and business of “THE GOLLIWOG” 


For more than 18 years EMIL LIME has been recognized 
'| as the originator of the unique “GOLLIWOG” comedy 


| “LIME TRIO” 


Earl Carroll planned to produce | 
| The LIME TRIO has just returned from a two-year suc- 
| cessful European tour, and BOOKERS, MANAGERS, 
| AGENTS and IMITATORS are warned that legal action 
| will be taken to prevent any further infringement of 


Mortimer Braveman, 570 7th Ave., 
Attorney for EMIL LIME, sole owner of “LIME TRIO.” 


Week Aug. 18th, Earle Theatre, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Again with Clifford C. Fischer’s Folies Bergere 
Revue, San Francisco Exposition—August 31 
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More U. 


S. Suits 


(Continued from page 3) 
attack if the majors win in New 
York. 


Crescent (Sudekum) Sued 


Third anti-trust suit against large | 
unaffiliated theatre circuits was filed | 


by the Government last week (10) 
in the U. S. District Court of Ten- 
nesseé against Crescent Amus. Co. 
and six subsidiaries. Principal major 
distributors were also named defend- 


ants. This follows the Griffith and | 


Schine suits. 

Monopoly control of the supply of 
available pictures in the Alabama, 
Arkansas, Kentucky, Tennessee and 
Mississippi territorics is alleged in 
the new suit. Up to Monday (14) no 
papers were served on Crescent, 
which is headed by Tony Sudekum, 
president, and an answering state- 
ment is necessarily being withheld 
until details of the suit can be studied 
by company attorneys. 

Crescent operates 37 theatres in 
Alabama, Kentucky and Tennessee. 
Subsidiaries are Cumberland Amus. 
Co. with 10 theatres in Tennessee; 
Muscle Shoals Theatres, Inc., four in 
Alabama; Cherokee Amusements, 
Inc., operating seven in Tennessee; 
Lyric Amus. Co., Inc., two in Ala- 
bama; Auditorium Co., Inc., one in 
Tenn., and Strand Enterprises, Inc., 
17 theatres in Arkansas, Kentucky, 
Tennessee andMississippi. 


Rochester Nabes Hope 
For Edge in Schine Suit 


Rochester, N. Y., Aug. 15. 
Independent exhibitors are hoping 
to get a break as result of the suit 
filed by U. S. against Schine and 
major producers under the anti- 


trust laws. Nabe operators have 
long squawked that pictures are 
practically re-issues before’ they 


get a chance to play them. Top 
RKO, Paramount and Warners prod- 
uct plays the Palace, moves over to 
Regent for second week, plays the 
Capitol four weeks later and then 
goes to Schine houses, of which 
there are 10 in Rochester. 

Exhibs also claim they often have 
to pay more for a print than does 
the Capitol some weeks earlier. 
Latter, along with the Palace, Cen- 
tury and Regent, is operated by the 
combined Comerford, RKO and 
Paramount interests. 

No O. C. Field Office 
Oklahoma City, Aug. 15. 

Oklahoma City has no chance for 
becoming the location of a perma- 
nent anti-trust division office of the 
Department of Justice, but a tempo- 
rary field staff may be set up here, 
officials have announced. Originally 
important D. of J. industry suits 
had practically assured Oklahoma 
City of a field office. 

The Department in Washington 
made a tentative request for federal 
building space for a new anti-trust 
office several months ago when its 
appropriation bill was before Con- 
gress. 

Charles E. Dierker, district attor- 
ney, has now announcc. that he un- 
derstands a rider to the bill pro- 
hibited establishment of any perma- 


LORD 
STEWART 


Tailors of Today— 
And Tomorrow 


LONDON: 19 Albemarle Street 
PICCADILLY, W. 1 


NEW YORK: 660 FIFTH AVENUE 


PLAYING THEATRE DATES 


“THE THURSTON SHOW” 


World's Largest Magic Show 
BOOKED SOLID SEPT. 20 


Write PAGE & LONG, Hollywood 
Wire 8736 Asheroft Ave., Cal. 


Always Working 


‘WHITEY’ ROBERTS 


Week AUG, 18, CHICAGO, CHICAGO 
Representation 
FRED ROSENTHAL, Chicago 
Pictures 


nent field offices of the division. 
' However a temporary field staff may 
‘be located here to prepare for the | 
, trial of the Griffith companies and | 
producer-distributor defendants. 

The suit was filed here in March 
and still is in the stage of prelimi- 
nary pleadings with the defendants 
arguing for more details on the 
charges. 


Indie Sues Col. 


Jamaica, L. I, Aug. 15. 

Interboro Circuit, owner of the 
Cambria, St. Albans, applied here 
‘in Jamaica special term for an in- 
junction to force Columbia Pictures 
to follow a schedule of picture re- 
leases. Counsel for the theatre al- 
leges that the release schedule was 
part of a contract with the distrib 
and that the film company has dis- 
criminated in withholding pictures 
until competitors have shown them. 

Attorneys for the film company 
deny such contracts or that there 
was any discrimination. Justice 
James T. Hallinan, reserved de- 
cision, 


H’wood Gold | 


(Continued from page 5) 


Glacier National Park for added 
footage. 


It was an unusual deal that Wesley 
Ruggles, producer-director on Co- 
lumbia’s ‘Arizona,’ made with state 
and county officials for use of 100 | 
acres of Arizona Mountain Park, 30 
miles from Tucson. Ruggles wanted 
to reconstruct Tucson of 50 years ago 
on site, so laws were revised to per- 
mit undertaking on ground that all 
buildings would be of such a nature 
that location spot would stand as 
permanent tourist attraction. 


Unemployment Solved 
Incidentally, building program is 


|Tucson’s unemployment problem, | 
600 local workers having been hired | 
| by Columbia to do the job. More 
than 200 players and_ technicians 
‘from Hollywood will be in Tucson 
,for six weeks after production ac- 
| tually gets going. 

20th-Fox’s ‘Drums’ location meant 
more than $250,000 to folks in and 
| around Cedar City. While 300 car- 
|penters, painters and plasterers were 
|!sent from here, in addition to pro- | 
iduction group, 300 Utah laborers 
transferred from relief rolls to studio | 
| payroll for 45 days. Two trainloads 
,/of lumber and other building sup- 
' plies were purchased through Cedar | 
| City dealers, 

Annapolis, Md., came in for a brief | 


|plug for something I wrote.’ 


New Act 


Mickey ROONEY-Judy GARLAND 
Patter, Singing, Dancing 
20 Mins, 
Capitel, Wash. 
It’s surprising when~a film star 


merely comes up to expectaiions in 
a p.a., but here are two ace flicker 


youngsters who, if anything, top 


| their screcn performances. Talented, 
| packed with personality and com- 


pletely at home on a stage, they are 
a lesson in showmanship without, ai 
show caught, a single artificial note. 
so long as stuff doesn’t explcde inio 
the smart aleck—and only check is 
kids’ own attitude—it’s a theatre ex- 
perience. Even if it collapses into 
just an act, it’ll be a good one. 
Garland in short blue sport dress 
and Rooney in grey business suit 
walk out after introduction to storm 


of applause, meet at center mike, | 


bow a couple of times and then just 
stand there grinning. Patter about 
‘is it a real audience, Mickey?’— 
‘Sure, ain’t this something!’ sounds 
genuine. Mickey tells Judy to sing 
‘and I'll go get some cold root beer 
or something,’ and exits as Judy 
tears off ‘F.D.R. Jones,’ introduces 
pianist in pit as Roger Eden, com- 
poser of ‘In Between,’ one of her 
top film songs, and then wows ’em 
with his newest ‘Sweet Sixteen,’ in 
which she both talks and sings story 
of her year-by-year evolution to the 
paint-and-powder stage. It’s the same 
material she used in her last p.a. at 
the State, N. Y., months ago. 

Roonev reappears for imitation of 
Gable and Barrymore in ‘Test Pilot,’ 
which is so terrible that house ap- 
plauds every line. Pair then teams 
up to warble ‘Couple of Stayer-Up- 
pers,’ Mickey doing the nut breaks 
finally harmonizing surprisingly 
well. 

Sock hand brings ’em back for 
what Mickey calls a ‘little knock- 


,down and drag-out dance routine’ 


which turns out to be Class A jit- 
terbugging. Back again for ‘bottom 
of our heart’ thank-you, closest they 
ever come to the trite, and they 
offer a romantic duet of ‘Oceans 
Apart,’ which Rooney labels ‘a little 
Yells 
and whistles bring ’em back a third 
time and Mickey suddenly throws 
off coat, leaps into orch pit and wal- 
lops a chorus on the drums as au- 
dience stands up to watch. Metro’s 


starlets broke in here prior to the'r | 
doing much for time being to solve opening on Broadway Thursday (17) (43). 


at the Capitol with ‘Wizard of Oz.’ 
Craig. 


Trenet Coming Over 


William Morris Agency is bring- 
ing Charles Trenet, latest Paris sing- 
ing hit and winner of the annual 
French award for the best record- 


| Unit Reviews 


FOLIES BERGERE 


(PALACE, CHICAGO) 


Chicago, Aug. 14. 

Shyretto Trio, Emile Boreo, Harald 
,& Lola, Fred Sanborn, Hibbard with 
| Bird & LaRue, Bernice Hagan, Frank- 
‘lun D’Amour & Co. (2), Valdez & 
Corinne, George Bornay, Vera Nar- 
/go, Hoffman Dancers (12); ‘Career’ 
(RKO), 


Coming from the Coast, where it 
played the Frisco Fair, ‘Folies Ber- 
gere’ indicates plenty of flash and 
s.a. for vaude dates in typical style 
established by this show in earlier 
appearances. 

On production the show is in line 
with the nifty flash usually associ- 
ated with the ‘Folies.’ Particularly 
notable are the bright, fresh cos- 
tumes. 

George Bornay is still a good 
novelty with his quick paint jobs on 
the nude backs of the ensemble ladies. 
Act, too, has good comedy twists. 
Emile Boreo scores solidly with his 
two standard variety bits: the 
around-the-world vocal impressions 
of ‘Dark Eyes’ and his ‘Wooden 
Soldiers.’ Harald and Lola are dis- 
tinctly different in their snake- 
charmer dance, the gal excellent in 
| her impersonation of the snake's 
slithering. 

Hibbard, Bird and LaRue, in a 
production number, do knockabout 
adagio and ballroom dancing. Plenty 
of standard burlesque knockabout 
and come through well enough. 
Franklyn D’Amour and_ unbilled 
femme are solid with their hand-to- 
hand work. Encore lifting stunt is 
particularly sockeroo. Valdez and 
Corinne are on for a typical amor- 
ous dance number with libido over- 
tones. Plenty of flesh shows in the 
number and fits the show’s atmos- 
phere. Dancer Vera Nargo does a 
couple of solos. 

Fred Sanborn cleans up for laughs 
with his comedy xylophoning. Vocal- 
ist Bernice Hagan is both an earful 
and an eyeful and indicates plenty 
of build-up possibilities. Shyretto 
Trio are an okay unicycle turn, 
opening the show. 

Hoffman line is standard and the 
showgirls easy on the oontics. 

Business fine last show Sunday 
Gold. 


BOWES FAIR REVUE 


(HIPPODROME, BALTO) 


Baltimore, Aua. 13. 
Major Bowes’ World’s Fair Re- 
pue with Grace Johnstone, Woodie & 
Betty, Frances Berk, Perone & Su- 
| cher, Gladys Stewart, Marie Julio, 
| Don Stanton. Leroy Miller, Three 


ing of the year, to the United States) witlettes. Miidred Mave, Five Bar- 


about Feb. 1. 
Unusual aspect of the arrange- 
ment is that all contracts for Trenet 


' must be set before Oct. 1. 


Hoofer Turns Agent 


Ray Lyte, who with his wife 
formed the ballroom team of Rose 


becue Ranchers, Felice Iula house 
orch (12); ‘Career’ (RKO). 


This Bowes unit is a rather color- 
less conselomeration of mediocre tal- 
ent. Utilizing a snecial drop remi- 
niscent of Bowes’ ‘International Re- 
vue.’ this lifts for a brief scenic con- 
cention of the Flushing exno. 

Layout is frankly framed for hoke 


boom not long ago when Metro took | 2nq Ray Lyte, has shelved hoofing| and an off-the-cob reception. That 


,over 24 World submarine 
‘chasers graveyarded there, and re- | 
stored them to their original appear- 
|ance, patronizing Annapolis supply 
houses and labor in distributing 
| $125,000. | 

20th-Fox expended $500,000 at | 
| Pineville, Mo., during sojourn of 
| ‘Jesse James’ troupe. Money went 
|for sets, atmosphere players plucked 
'from among yokels and for housing 
and feeding of its own people. 

That Chamber of Commerce heads 
are constantly on the alert for 
chance to lure celluloid financial 
handouts their way is indicated by 
|the fact that seldom a day passes 
'that some of studios do not receive 
/commmunications from bodies sug- 
gesting story ideas, which, if adopted | 
|for use, would necessitate shipment 
‘of troupes to writers’ stamping 
grounds. Suggestions for most part 
art built around almost forgotten 
events backgrounded in district or 
individuals whose names have found 
their way into history’s pages. 

Location trips are rapidly creating 
a ‘titled’ class for Hollywood, Offi- | 
cials of states, counties and cities | 
visited by lensing armies try to out- | 
do one another in bestowing upon | 
‘producers and directors all the | 
honorary commissions within their | 
powers. There’s a fresh crop of | 
‘Kentucky colonels following pic- | 
turization of ‘Kentucky’ by 20th-Fox. 
C. B. DeMille has a trunkful of 
parchments and badges ranging from 
admiral’s berth in Nebraska's 
‘non-existant navy, to colonelcies on 
‘staffs of governors of 20 other com- 
monwealths. Producer-director Wil- | 
liarn Wellman has collected 32 police | 
and deputy sheriff's shields. | 

| 


| 


| It’s the way .gfficialdom has of 
expressing its thanks for Hollywood's 
contributions to the prosperity of 


PAM & LANG AGENCY, Hollywood 


their countryside. j 


for an agency in Chicago. 
Currently vacationing in Atlantic 
City. 


ABANDON CANTON BURLEY 
Canton, Aug. 15. 


| there is still a measure of magic in 
| the Bowes name evidences itself at 
the b.o. House orch is banked on 
stage and femme m.c., Grace John- 
stone, brings on the Bowes ‘pro- 
teges’ with and without gagging. 
Show is opened by Woodie and 


funny conception of a femme dem- 
onstrator in a Brooklyn five-and- 
dime. 

Perone and Sucher, two lads with 
| fiddles in an interlude of gypsy mu- 
, sic, and Gladys Stewart, in a brief 
| toe tap, are next, after which Marie 
| Julio gives out with a legit vocal. 
Nice lift here by Don Stanton who 
gets music out of assorted things. in- 
cluding a toothbrush, after which 
Miss Johnstone vocals ‘Jeeners 
Creepers’ and ‘Stairway to Stars,’ all 
pleasant enough. 

Some xylophoning on instrument 
announced as world’s largest, by 
juve Leroy Miller, ho!lds uneventful 
pace and is followed by the Three 
Willettes. femmes, in mild tan acro- 
batics. Pace is given considerable 
hypo here by Mildred Maye. over- 
sized singer, whose ‘My Blue Heaven,” 
sweet and swing, ties matters up 
tightly and earns encores in ‘A Good 
Man Is Hard to Find’ and ‘Some of 
These Days.’ She has a good com- 
edy sense and pleasing pipes. 

Five Barbecue Ranchers, harmon- 
icaists, close with typical music 
highlighted by some okay comedy 
mugging by one of the troupe, good 
for ample laughs. Finale, built 
around the tune, ‘God Bless Amer- 
ica’ and a giant flag, winds un mat- 
ters with a series of curtains. Burm. 


LUNCEFORD’S SAILING 
DELAYED FOR PAR DATE 


Jimmie Lunceford’s sailing for a 
string of concert dates in Europe 
has been deferred a week in order 
to enable the band to play the week 
of Aug. 23 at the New York Para- 
mount. Lunceford had been sched- 
uled to sail Aug. 24. He'll now 
shove off Aug. 30, day after finishing 
at the Par. 

Lunceford had originally been 
down to go into the Par late in No- 
vember or early December. Bob 
Burns’ ‘Our Leading Citizen’ will be 
coupled with the band. Peters Sis- 
ters, swing trio from the N.Y. Cot- 
ton Club, head supporting show. 


Grier Back in L. A. Bowl 


Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 

Jimmie Grier is returning to Bilt- 
more Bowl Aug. 24, following Pinky 
Tomlin. It was at this downtown 
|nitery that Grier hung up a record 
| for dance bands, four years without 
'a break. 

Warbling with the Grier crew is 
Armide, supplanting Julie Gibson 
(Mrs. Grier), now working in pic- 
tures, 


MACEO’S ONE CORP. 


Galveston, Aug. 15. 

Maceo interests, night club opera- 
tors here, have incorporated hold- 
| ings under name of Gulf Properties, 
Inc., with 500 shares of $500 par 
value per share. 

Eighteen pieces of property, in- 
|cluding Crystal Palace, Hollywood 
| dinner club, Sui Jen club and pier, 
;Murdoch’s bath house and Turf 


Plans to revive stock burlesque at Betty, boy and girl roller skaters, | building, were transferred to core- 


the Grand here this fall have been 
abandoned. 


Several sponsors had been nego- | 


tiating to use the house for stock 
burley but a repertoire company 
will take over Oct. 1 instead. 


|; who work nicely in the uSual spins. 
|interlaced with a couvle of good 
| tricks employing a small trapeze and 
a swivel belt. Frances Berk, in some 
okay impressions of Hepburn, Edna 


; Mae Oliver and Luise Rainer, fol- | 


lows. tooping her stuff with a verv 


| poration for a consideration of $250,- 
| 000. 


Leon Lafell, of Cappy Barra’s har- 
|'monica ensemble, left to form his 
own act, 


Here’s a hot weather hint from 


TN RANGOON .:.where it 


’s always hot.:.a favorite drink 


is a tall iced Johnnie Walker and Soda. Try it this summer. 
You'll agree ; ; ; there’s no finer whisky than Scotch, and 


Johnnie Walker is Scotch 


at its smooth, mellow best! 


It’s Sensible to Stick with 


JOHNNIE 


BLENDED SCOTCH WHISKY 


CANADA DRY GINGER ALE, INC., NEW YORK, MN. Y., SOLE IMPORTERS 
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40 VARIETY 


STRAND N » is at the show's conclusion, a fast 
? ‘Taps and Notes’ swing routine. 
With a comely blonde assistant, | 
Horace Heidt orch, featuring Aime, lished sleight-of-hand | 
ranki ‘arle rry Cotton, spyy artist, in full evening attire, opens | 
Cores, Larry Cotten, Westy | with the vaudeville proper. He mys- 


Russell, Fred Lowery, Red Ferring- 
ton, Bob Knight, Bob McCoy, Tom & | 
Sis Dowling, Drane Sis (3), Bernie 
Mattinson; ‘The Old Maid’ (WB), re- | 
viewed in VARIETY Aug. 2. 


Bette Davis-Miriam Hopkins _ in 
‘The Old Maid’ are dragging ‘em in at 
the Strand this and for the next two 
weeks, so that the rostrum fare is 
more or less secondary. Horace 
Heidt, doubling from the Hotel Bilt- | 
more—where Al Kavelin substitutes 
during the dinner sessions—-is the 
current stage band with an hour of | 
variety, melody, hokum and commer- | 
cial corn. The off-the-cob stuff runs 
the gamut from American flag-wav- 
ing to one of the frankest audience- 
sympathy manifestations, via Fred 
Lowery, blind whistler, who is baldly | 
led out by another chap; his afflic- | 
tion announced; and, for the topper, ' 
after young Lowery earns a well-| 
merited salvo, Heidt announces he 
has a ‘life contract with this organi- 
zation, and we'll take care of him,’ ; 
etc. | 

Vincent Lopez originally’ intro- 
duced Lowery, and that maestro 
wisely permitted him to make his 
own exit and entrance, since the 
whistler—at least, at that time—still | 
had partial if very limited vision. 
However, he was then able to prop- 
erly plot his navigation to and from | 
the exit. Unless it’s because the spot- 
light is so blinding on a rostrum. 
Lowery didn’t wear smoked glasses 
then, either, and there was no refer- 
ence made to it. Connie Boswell, a 
victim of infantile paralysis from 
childhood, who has to be wheeled 
out in a darkened room (hotel, cafe, 
etc.) on a special chromium chair, | 
up to the mike, is another who wise- | 
ly circumvents any such references. | 

Claiming ‘introduction’ of ‘Beer | 
Barrel Polka’—actually a coin-ma- | 
chine hit—Heidt opens with that, | 
after the re'leall. Tom and Sis Dow- 
jing, cute j, 2rburg pair, break it up 
with a swing-dance, and then a conga 
double. The latter is a bit of novel- 
ty, as this rhythm, more familiar on | 
cafe floors, hasn’t been overdone in | 
the presentation houses. | 

Of Heidt’s band specialists, Frankie | 
Carle—recruit from Mal Hallett’s | 
band—features his own composition, | 
‘Sunrise Serenade’ and also whips out ! 
‘Alligator Crawl’ and some other | 
fancy pianology. Larry Cotton, tenor | 
soloist, clicks with ‘Stairway to Stars’ | 
and ‘If I Love Again.’ Bob Knight, | 
singing-swing guitarist. heralded as | 
having been scouted for over two| 
years, does a standout specialty, as 
does Bernie Mattinson, announced as 
the oldest boy, in service time, with | 
the band—15 years. Mattinson is an | 
okay skins man, but his Jack Powell- 
esque drumstick comedy seems in 


things in the band. Several are an- 
nounced as from divers organizations, 
which may account for that. 

Henry Russell, pianologist, clicks 
with his Novachord and vocal spe- 
cialty. He’s from George Olsen’s or- 
chestra, which reminds anew that 
Heidt’s molar display in general sug- 
gests the Olsen baton technique. 

Of the other specialists, Red Fer- 


rington is the ‘bad boy’ comic; Bob | 


McCoy, basso soloist; a Lucille Peter- 
son works with McCoy and Cotton in 
an operatic excerpt; the Trumpeteers 
(Warren Lewis, Frank Strasek, Ralph 


Wingert) do their stuff as occasion | 
demands; Drane Sisters (3) are vio- | maha 
and the 4 Heidt-Lites are | Pearance 


linistes, 
vocal interrupters. 


MINNESOTA, MPLS. 


Abel. 


Minneapolis, Aug. 12. 
Jack Malerich’s orch (18), Joe 
Griffin, Lew Brock, Patricia Wynn 
Dancers (12), J’Aime (2), Pops 
Louie, Billy Blake, Nan Rae & Co. 
(2); ‘Exile Express’ (GN). 


This 4,000-seater again zooms with 
a big, pleasing show. Its current 
four pop vaudeville acts hold up with 
plenty to spare. Add to them the 
regular weekly features of 


organ music, Lew Brock’s 
plus the 12-girl line and film. 


On the elevated pit Malerich this 
18 musicians , 
through a medley of Irving Berlin 
hits, including ‘Always,’ ‘Blue Skies’ 


week conducts his 


and ‘Got My Love to Keep Me Warm,’ 
with the trumpeter and violin sec- 
tions’ solo efforts and Joe Griffin’s 
fine vocalizing of ‘I Poured My Heart 
Into a Song.’ Arrangement and exe- 
cution have stirring sweep and show- 
manship. Malerich’s organlogs are 
dedicated to Cedric Adams, Minneap- 
olis Star columnist, the audience-sing 
being tied up with the man theme. 
It’s the usual applause-getter. 

Brock, besides introducing the acts, 


essays a comedy panto of a motor- | 


ist’s trials and tribulations with one 
of the first Fords. It cops plenty of 
laughs. 


ers, the house line, click in their 


three numbers, aided by their usu-| 


ally attractive costuming. Girls 
open show with a precision tap and 
kicking offering that brings them out 
in abbreviated, polka-dotted blouses 
with puffed sleeves, topped by ‘Robin 
Hood’ hats. Later they appear in 
white silk organdy gowns for a bal- 
let production number to a medley of 
Viennese waltzes. Their final terping 


itheless is 
| enough big-time flavor to give it, 
general line with some of the other | ovumerating the men responsible for | 
| her 


iclothes, is not particularly suited for 


| 


Ties 


Jack 
Malerich’s 18-piece house orchestra, 
m.c.ing, 


The 12 Patricia Wynn danc- | 


tifyingly produces decks of cards and 


lighed cigars, cigarets and pipes, 
scemingly from thin air and_ his 
mouth. For his finish he tears a 


newspaper page into strips and then 
brings it out whole, extracting a live 
rabbit from its folds. 

Pops and Louie, Negroes, start 
slowly with ordinary taps, but work 
to a whirlwind finish in an unusual 
and difficult dance that has one do- 
ing backward somersaults from a 


‘standing position without the use of 


hands. 

Youthful Billy Blake’ trumpets 
theme songs of leading name bands 
and imitates their leaders, including 
Henry Busse, Glen Gray, Louis Arm- 
strong and Ted Lewis. It’s hot and 
good-enough tooting have ’em 
clamoring for more. 

Headlining. Nan Rae and Co., a 
straight and comedienne, offer ‘The 
Inquiring Reporter,’ with the latter. 
coming to the stage from the audi- 
ence to be ‘interviewed’ over the 
radio mike. Gags and business, in- 
cluding some grotesque swingsinging | 
and eccentric dancing by the middle- 
aged, funnv-looking dame with the 
high-pitched voice, are good for 
laughs, 

A well-filled lower floor at the last 
Rees. 


to 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, Aug. 12. 
Tommy Martin, Patricia Oakley, 
Fred Lightner & June Havoc, Harry 
Stevens, Gus & Mildred Mulcay, Al- 


| bins (2), Deszo Retter, Hal Menken: 


‘Stronger Than Desire’ (M-G). 


Show runs overlong on acts. fore- 
ing slicing of time on a number of 
turns, thus making the latter miss 
doing their best. Better to eliminate 
one or two acts and let the turns de- | 
liver their full routine. 

Couple of new items on local stages 
and both surprisingly strong. Best is | 
Harry Stevens, a home-folks type of 
m.c., who winds up doing a novelty 
banjo act, meat of which is getting | 
the audience into a community sing. 
Difficult stuff in this town at any 
time, but Stevens had ’em oiling their 
tonsils at this show. He indicates ex- | 
cellent potentialities on his ability to 
handle an audience. 

Couple of years ago Patricia Oak- 
ley was a steno around Chi show biz 


offices. She comes to the stage of the 
State-Lake currently with smart | 
comedy impressions. Tops in the 


turn is a monolog of a girl waiting, 
for her fellow to phone. Reminiscent | 
of a Dorothy Parker piece, it never- 
fresh variety, with just} 


stature. Miss Oakley’s other number, | 


various pieces of jewelry and 
family vaudfilmer. But the turn, on 
the whole, has what it takes. 
Opening is Hal Menken with solid | 
hoofing and tapping. For the blow- 


| off, he taps on stairs, on which are- 


attached various drummer accesso- 
to embellish the instru- 
mentally. Okay for flash. Other 
dancing turn is the finale Albins | 


team, specializing in burlesque ada- | 
| gio and ballroomology. 
| thin after awhile. 


Wears a bit | 


Big click is the harmonica turn of | 
Gus and Mildred Mulcay. Have ap- 
and can work anywhere. 
Tommy Martin also good with his 
magic. Deszo Retter and gal are 
down somewhat on running time, but 
score anyway, with Retter being 
| standard as ever with his knockabout 
|and solo wrestling. 
| Fred Lightner 
|have a 


and June Havoc 


screwy comedy turn in 


_ VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS 


FOX, PHILLY 


Philadelphia Aug. 11. 
Buddy Clark, Sybil Bowan, Three 
Sailors, Jack Lenny & Statler Twins, 
Clare & Sana Sisters (2), Lou Schra- 
der house band; ‘Each Dawn I Die’ 
(WB). 


Fox show is one of the flattest seen 
in this sector in a long time, winding 
up with a dull thud. There’s an ex- 
planatation, however, tor the sad re- 
sults. For the first time in the his- 
tory of combo policy at the house, the 
picture (“Each Dawn I Die’) has been 
held over. That means that a new 
stage show had to be tossed together 
and the nut held down plenty. In 
the first place pic is strong enough 
to count. for plenty of biz on its own, 
and secondly, inasmuch as it’s in its 
second stanza, 
presentation would be a waste be- 
cause a large audience has already 
seen the film. 

Routining is unfortunate. 
der of acts bears no relationship to 
the billing. Buddy Clark, radio 
warbler, who’s Na. 1 billed, is handed 
the deuce spot. Sybil Bowan is in 
the trey, with the Three Sailors fol- 
lowing, and a skating act, Clare and 


Teddy Allen in terps that are only | 


| ordinary. 
costume, 
| over-long 


to finish the 
Starr- 


then return 
routine, in) which 
' Allen join at finale. 
Willie Bryant breaks 
point in a restaurant skit with Pig- 
meat. Latter displays pleasing com- 


in at this 


edy style although his material, as 


somewhat 
house. 


usual, 1s 
for this 


Linegirls, in a change of | 


| 
| 


blue; but okay | 
Bryant, a favorite | 


here, easily reaches his audience, ad | 


libbing plenty. 
Hill's band gets a nice intro from 
Bryant and goes into ‘Russian Lul- 


laby.’ which could be dropped. After | 


a second number, ‘The Jitterbugs’ 
Jazz, Billie Holiday, blues warbler, 
mikes pleasantly. Tastily gowned, 
she has sexy style, slightly remin- 
iscent of Ella Fitzgerald, that goes 
across with a wallop. She, too, was 


' for a long time at the Village nitery, 


an expensive stage, 


The 


the Sana Sisters, as a flash finale that , 


fails to provide the flash. Jack Lenny 
and the Statler Twins open, complet- 
ing the lineup. 

Counting gor the general letdown 
as much as anything its the lack of an 


m.c. to tie things together and pro- | 


vide much-needed buildup with this 
type of show. 


vides the introes. Lou Schrader’s 


with Lewis, Ammons and Johnson, 

Band features Kinney Clark at the 
vibraphone in a jamboree session 
and later, sweet-ballad delivery of 
‘Man I Love. Tip, Tap, Toe, in their 
rousing tap specialties atop a circu- 
lar platform, are well-known in 
vaude and maintain their high stand- 
ard, winning generous reception. 

Finale has the company in its us- 
ual parade. 


SHEA’S BUFFALO 


Buffalo, Aug. 12. 
Sammy Kaye Orch, Tommy Ryan, 


Wednesday, August 16, 1939 


STATE, N. Y. 


Jack Haley, Everett Marshall 
Wynn Murray, Start Morgan 
Dancers (3), Hollywood Jitter) 


(8); ‘Man About Town (Par), 


Jack Haley wrapped himself 
around a lot of old gags but fortu- 
nately tied in a funny-faced stooge 
for his personal tour. Mostly, his 
act is not big-time nor very flatter. 
ing to the top name on the State’s 
marquee currently. 

Practically the 
show is a letdown 


entire 
from 


67-minute 
this thea. 


usual stage entertainment aver. 


Jimmy Brown, Charlie Wilson, Three | 


Barons, Wally & Verdyn Stapleton, 


' Cass Daley, Raymond Wilbert; ‘Bach- 


Offstage voice pro- | 


house band is moved from the dug- , 


out to the boards to lend a semblance 
of presentation to what's straight 
vaude. 

Clark, who’s been heard on the 


‘Lucky Strike Hit Parade,’ is an ex- | 


cellent singer—for radio. 
strong baritone, with every other at- 
tribute for the presentation of pops, 
particularly ballads. But beyond 
that he doesn’t have it, doing no sell- 
ing whatsoever. 
neutral. 


He has a| 


elor Mother’ (RKO). 


This is the second name band at 
this deluxer in three weeks, wit 
several similar bookings toplined for 
the immediate future. It’s 
first Buffalo stage appearance and 


impresses from several angles. Orch 
| has sufficient swank to make it a 


‘class stage showing but from the 


His personality is | 
His general demeanor is one | 


of great lack of ease (stiffly hanging | 
arms) and he has no authority. He! 


opens with a fetching number, ‘A 
Boy Named Lem.’ then does ‘Stair- 
way to the Stars,’ ‘Ain’t Necessarily 
So’ and encores with ‘Moon Love.’ 
The Three Sailors earn the best re- 
sponse of any of the turns. How- 
ever, their zany antics afe consider- 
ably less funny than other similar 
teams seen here. Largely responsible 
for their inability to garner the kind 
of laughs they should is their failure 
to maintain deadpans. Like school 


theatre viewpoint it has deficiencies. 
Running close to 60 minutes, the 
first quarterhour is overboard on the 
sway mood. After that, the proceed- 
ings perk and go to the opposite ex- 
treme. Better spotting of individual 
numbers would increase effective- 


ness. 


kids who are consciously aware they | 


are being funny, they grin at their 
own humor. Some of their material 
is also suited for a family variety 
house. Trio’s terping as they jump 
ropes is excellent, by far the strong- 
est portion of their presentation. 
Miss Bowan, an old standby at 
mimicry, got mild 


reception | 


when caught (opening show Friday). | 


Does her standard turn, changes cos- 


tumes in front of the audience for | 


her impersonations. Opens with a 


a Cockney bathing beauty. 


Scouts, surefire laugh-getter, finale 
being a flock of hags marching across 
the stage in which are supposed to be 
Scout costumes. 


Jac Stz | 
ack Lenny and the Statler Twins | place in a strictly class offering. 


click in the opener. Male and two 


neat-looking blonde femmes get off | 


okay taps. 
and original. 
parently worn themselves thin here 


They’re fairly graceful 


Skating turns have ap- | 


and so Clare and the Santa Sisters | 


| miss out. This one is nothing but the 
usual spins by two girls and a man. 


They have neither outstanding show- | 


manship nor looks. 
Biz when caught below normal. 
Herb. 


which anything happens and any- | 


thing goes. Not so much material. 
; but lot of haphazard clowning. Girl 
; works well and displays plenty of 
| ability in her comedy. 

Business good here supper show 
Friday (11). Gold. 


HAMID’S PIER, A. C. 


Atlantic City, Aug. 13. 
Johnny Burke, Lynn, Royce and 
Vanya, Morton & Dennison, Dorn 
Bros. and Mary, Harry Ward's Orch, 


Gae Foster Roxyettes; ‘Girl From 
Rio’ (Mono). 
Hamid’s Hippodrome this week 


presents a lineup of standard vaude- 
ville acts. no names, backed by the 
Gae Foster Roxyettes. 

| Show opens with a doll dance 
|number by the Roxyettes to intro- 
duce Dorn Bros. and Mary for pop 
| songs, a few imitations and bowoff to 
| the Roxyettes doing a ‘Three Little 
_Fishies’ number. A couple of bits by 
various members of the line put this 
one over with a bang. Morton and 
Dennison fool around with a fiddle 
and fail to get the proper response at 
this showing. 


| 


‘dance routine is smash. Trio starts 
;out in straight ballroomology but 
| then lapse into the comedy. Hada 
| hard time getting off at this catching. 


‘Johnny Burke closes and does his, 


| usual soldier monolog, starting slow- 
| ly but getting the crowd with him as 
jhe goes along. The Roxyettes close 
) with a military number, , 


Lynn, Royce and Vanya’s comic, 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


House line, Jean Starr. 
Allen, Albert Ammons with Meade 
‘Lux’ Lewis & Pete Johnson, Joe 
Turner, Willie Bryant, Billie Holi- 
day. Pigmeat, Tip, Tap & Toe, Jimmy 
Baskette, Teddy Hill orch; ‘Trapped 
in the Sky’ (Col). 


Teddy 


Ninety-minute presentation lacked 
cohesion opening night (Friday), 


ling although their 


Band is nattily dressed with strik- 


the general impression of 


age. This may be attributed to the 
fact that three singles follow one 


another to give the center portion a 
very skimpy outlook. But Haley’s 
material, especially considering that 
he’s working through the layout as 
m.c., is also an important factor in 
the offish pace. 

Everett Marshall's singing session 
in the show's middle and the sock 
adagio-tossing of the Stuart Morgan 
Dancers in the finale are the bill's 
punchiest items. Marshall muggs 


, through four numbers to exception- 


ally solid returns, the audience still 
begging for more even after his old- 
time act routine with Haley, most 


of which Marshall muffed opening 
night (Thursday). The Morgan 
dancers, throwbacks to the Meyer 


Golden era in vaudeville production 
acts, are standard and socko in their 
brief session. The three men and a 
girl don't permit any lapses between 
tosses, mounting one thrill upon an- 
other to a speedy climax. 


Show gets an out-moded teeoff 


,via the Hollywood Jitterbugs, four 
|mixed teams of shag dancers who 
| don’t measure up with some other 


Renee | acts of their type now around. They 


don’t look very professional and a 


| couple of the boys are well on their 
| way toward being bald-headed cats. 


surprise 


Haley makes his first appearance 
following the rug-cutters and de- 
livers the meat of his act, 12 min- 
utes of gags and old tunes with 
which he’s been identitied. The 
stooge, whose shaggy-browed kisser 
and misfit clothes are his long-suit, 
finally breaks up the dead-pan with 
i imitation of Al Jolson. 


|; Wynn Murray follows Marshall and 


| she 
ing production effects heightening | songs 


her 
baby- 


practically is 
into the mike. 


screaming 
Hefty, 


class.| faced blonde songstress was last in 


Musically, it’s in the top bracket.| ‘Boys From Syracuse’ musical, in 
Vocally, it’s strong, too, with Tommy | which she registered. but her im- 


Ryan, Jimmy Brown, Charlie 
son singly and as the Three Barons. 
The Stapletons deliver neat danc- 


ii- 


| 


erp clowning is | 


pression here is rather negative. The 
public address system may have 
been at fault, but it didn’t seem that 
way when Marshall was warbling. 


not good enough to size up with! She also works with Haley and it's 


either their straight footwork or the | the 


general decor of the show. 

Raymond Wilbert’s hoop-rolling 
also is slightly displaced and his 
patter could stand streamlining. 


Some of the gags are strongly red- | 
|olent of the old two-a-day juggling | 
| tricks, 


though generally Wilbert’s 
smart carriage and apparatus save 
the routine. 


Cass Daley contributes some dis- | 


cordant vocal effects. comedy and 


wordage to the ensemble. 


riotous for the setup. Miss Daley's 
routine is strong and her physical 


approach the limit. 
ing from the returns, the crowd was 
with her at this catching, the type 
of acrobatic mugging seems out of 


Business strong. Burton. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 


With a scarcity of headline news, 
the reels this week necessarily give 
out with a proportionate lack of top 
stuff. In fact, resort to material as 


It’s ques- | 
‘Norwegian operatic diva, then does | tionable whether the stuff is not too | 
Winds up | 


with Mrs. F. D. R. addressing Girl | MP Rha 
| eccentricities in the search of laughs | 
Although judg-|} 


latter’s best comedy session, in- 


dicating that Miss Murray can 
handle laughs. 

Biz fair at the last show the first 
‘night. Scho. 


EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, Aung. 12. 
Alvin, Kerndoll & Drew, Bob Due 
pont, Earline King, Moore & Revel, 
Eddie White 16 Rowyettes; ‘Each 
Dawn I Die’ (WB). 


This one is light, bright and varied 
and with the picture to take care 


of the marquee, satisfactory all 
around. 
Show opens on summer street 


| scene, with orangeade stand at rear, 


, Alvin, 


| tine. 
| sides as 


|/old as a year is forced upon Fox, | 


| which repeats two oldies. 


| (Lepke) 
| York 


upon return of Teddy Hil!l’s band | 


and first Harlem appearance 


of | 


Meade ‘Lux’ Lewis, Albert Ammons | 


and _ Pete Johnson, boogie woogie 
pianists, after their long run at Cafe 
Society, Greenwich Village nitery. 
Biz fair when caught. 

Slotted in second half, the boogie 


woogie ivory ticklers have the house | 


stompin’, With Joe Turner vocaliz- 
ing and Willie Bryant, m.c., clown- 
ing with the squat Johnson, fast 


pianistics has audience begging for | 


more, 


Hill’s orch, plenty loud on the 
| brass, accompanies early part of the 
show from the pit and later shifts 
| to stage for its own chore. House 
chorus (16) prances listlessly through 


meat and Jimmy Baskette, frequent 
bookings here, subsequently are in 
‘Sam, the Vegetable Man,’ song, 
dance and patter routine. 


a phosphorescent hoof routine. Pig- | 


Topping is the hunt for Louis 

Buchalter, led by New 
District Attorney Dewey, 
whom Metro shows urging public 
co-operation in the capture of the 
racketeer. However, it gives little 


more than has already appeared in| 


dailies 
weeks. 
Action shots 


during the past two 
are at a minimum, 
with a great number of stock shots 
included. Spain's push towards re- 
construction is reeled by Par, which 
shows citizens contributing their 
jewels to the cause. Also on the in- 
| ternational scene is the award by 
France to Turkey of Syria, with the 
| possibility of repercussions there be- 


cause of possible strife between 
Christians and Moslems. France 
had acquired the tiny republic as 


spoils of the World War. 

There's some interest in the pro- 
; posed highway from the United 
States to Alaska (Pathe), particu- 
| larly since it would stretch across 
barren, mountainous country that 
hitherto had been considered im- 
pregnable for such a purpose. How- 
ever, it's reached no further than 
the discussion stage, with engineers 
shown talking it over. 

Par gets a publicity plug for one 
of its stars, Bing Crosby. showing 
the opening of his Del Mar track, 
with Pat O’Brien also glommed. 
Adjournment of the Congressional 


Baskette Session is accompanied by Democrat 
later tap solos to go over niftily de- | and Republican senators vouchsafing 


' spite the fact that he’s essentially a, their views on the results of the 


| comedy type as is Pigmeat. 


session, with the Democrats show- 


Jean Starr, specialist, a frequent | ing a greater enthusiasm for the re- 
date here recently, is teamed with! sults than the GOPs, 


Kendal and Drew tolling 
about as customers and Bob Dupont 
as Clerk. Four of gals troupe on in 
white straw hats, sport dresses and 
baskets of oranges for incidental 
hoofing before climbing onto stools 
as other 12 appear in skull caps and 
pleated skirts for fast jitterbug rou- 
Gals group about counter and 
Alvin, Kendall and Drew 
take center for standard taps, high- 
lighted by series of speed-up chal- 
lenges to okay hand. Dupont 
changes soda cap for topper and 
oranges for tennis balls as travelers 
close him into one. Dope facial ex- 
pressions and three-ball juggling 
tricks, despite more misses than us- 
ual, are strong. So is Indian club 
routine and tambourine finish. 
Curtains open again on elaborate 


green and gold formal garden set, 
with Earline King, local warbler, 


trilling ‘Stardust’ as line drifts down 
staircase in grey chiffon and long 
silver spangled scarves Complex 
ballet routine with multiple chang- 
ing lights is just as pretty as its 
supposed to be. Gals fall to sides as 
Moore and Revel take over, gal com- 
ing down steps to get her hand 
kissed by white-tied gent, a few 
straight ballroom steps and then into 
the surefire burlesque. 

Six gals on in playsuits for ‘Is he 
red? Is he blue? No, he’s White! 
patter with pit boys to bring on Ed- 
die White. Tall, skinny comic again 
proves his mastery of the extem- 
poraneous by chatting about towns 
awful heat and the winning streak 
of the local ball club, scores with 
‘The Lady’s in Love,’ with reverse 
second chorus, wows ’em with Six 
dialect stories and gets off with 
smart parody, ‘Sam, You Made Da 
Pants Too Long.’ Encores with ‘Did 
Your Mother Come from Ireland? 

Travelers open on beach set, four 
gals parading in bathing togs and 
others taking over in trick beach 
ballet dresses and tennis shoes for 
fast series of acrobatic specialties. 
from solo to unison, to smash hand. 

Biz good. Craig. 


— 
| 
| 
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No August Broadway Legit Spurt, 
Most of Em Dipping; ‘Hellz’ 276 


Leads, Way 


Instead of the expected spurt dur- 
ing August there has been a steady 
droop in Broadway legit grosses. 
Continued hot weather is blamed as 
the principal factor, but managers 
also claim the anticipated business 
from World’s Fair visitors has failed 
to materialize. 

Matinee business has been good, at 
least for such presentations as ‘The 


Philadelphia Story,’ at the Shubert; | 


‘No Time for Comedy,’ at the Barry- 
mora, and ‘The American Way,’ at 
the Center, but night performances 
have been steadily slipping all over. 

Doubted that September will bring 
any appreciable boost for the present 
shows, since there'll probably be new 
entries by then to grab the cream of 
the trade. Moreover, a number of 
the present offerings will likely have 
folded or gone on the road by that 
time rather than face the pressure of 
new arrivals. 

So far, the list of probable Septem- 
ber openers is slim, but ‘Leave It to 
Me’ may reopen at the Imperial next 
week with the settlement of the 
actor-stagehand union dispute, in 
which Sophie Tucker, of ‘Me,’ is in- 
volved. ‘I Must Love Someone,’ 
which had been announced as re- 
opening, may not do so because of 
Jack Kirkland’s difficulty in finding 
a name lead to replace Gypsy Rose 
Lee, ‘Mamba’s Daughters’ probably 
won’t return to the Empire, and ‘Kiss 
the Boys Goodbye’ is no longer men- 
tioned to resume at the Henry Miller. 
James Barton has agreed to stay in 
‘Tobacco Road,’ at the Forrest. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ Plymouth 
(44th week) (D-1,036; $3.30). Hasn't 
stopped slipping; $5,000. 

‘Hellzapoppin’ Winter Garden (39th 


$70,000, ‘Paris’ 196 


Loved Wednesday’ 
Hot $6,800 at Elitch 


Denver, Aug. 15. 
‘I Loved You Wednesday’ gave the 
Elitch summer theatre here its sec- 
ond best week this season. 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘I Loved You Wednesday,’ Elitch 
(1,525; $1.25). 
gross about 
‘Whiteoaks.’ 


NIX F&M OFFER 
FOR OUTDOOR 
SPOT 


St. Louis, Aug. 15. 

A proposal made by the Fanchon 
& Marco Service Corp., subsidiary 
of F&M, to take over the production 
and business management of the 
Municipal Theatre Assn., which has 
' been sponsoring al fresco entertain- 
ment in the open air playhouse in 
Forest Park for 21 consecutive years, 
was thumbed down last week by the 
executive committee of the theatre 


$6,800. Current is 


Five sellouts helped | 


association. The proffer was con- 
tained in a letter signed by C. B, 
Nelson, personnel director of F&M. 

Letter stated also F&M would be 
able to operate the theatre on an 
economical basis and a further sav- 
ing would be made through its own 
publicity and promotion department. 
Henry W. Kiel, prez of the Munici- 
pal Theatre Assn. since its founding, 
said careful consideration was given 
to the offer, but officers of the or- 
ganization felt that the civic spirit 
of the enterprise would be lost and 
commercialization injected into the 
picture if F&M, or any other outside 
manp,ement, should assume control. 

During the entire history of the 
local enterprise, the success of which 
ha. caused numerous other open-air 
theatres to start operating in the 
midwest, all profits have been put 
| b>-k into business. The start of each 
| season sees Civic-minded citizens ad- 
vance cash to operate the theatre 
until ticket sales revenue enables it 
to carry on. No guarantor has ever 
lost a cent. 


New Comedy 
Guilford, Conn., Aug. 15. 

Chapel Playhouse here will try 
out a new comedy written by Hilde- 
garde Dolson and Sylvia Harris, 
sister of Jed Harris. Titled ‘She 
Didn’t Know It Was Loaded,’ play 
will be directed by Hardie Albright, 
starring Louise Platt. 

Will be presented by Nate Beers 
week of Aug. 2l. 


Another Bankhead 


Tallye Dunston, a cousin of Tal- 
fulah Bankhead, is appearing this 
week in ‘Three Men on a Horse,’ 
being presented at the Green Hills 
Playhouse, near Reading, Pa, Simon 
Gerson and Helen Thomas, of the 
Carnegie Tech Drama School, are 


playing the leads. 


Outstanding Strawhat Bills 


week) (R-1,671; $3.30). One of nd 
draws for visitors; still going strong, 


with standees some performances; | THIS WEEK 


$27,000. 


‘No Time for Comedy,’ Barrymore | 


(18th week) (CD-1,096; $3.30). Go- 
ing along to healthy grosses, with 
two midweek matinees always big; 
$11,000. 

‘Streets of Paris,’ Broadhurst (9th 
week) (R-1,116; $4.40). Hefty pace, 


but dipped a trifle last week; $19,000. | 


‘American Way,’ Center (25th 
week) (D-3,433; $3.30). Matinees 
draw, but the scale is low; grosses 
have disappointed since the reopen- 


ing and the spec may tour; seed 


again. 

‘Little Foxes,’ National (27th week) 
(D-1,164; $3.30). Attendance has 
dwindled somewhat, but 
considering the length of run and the 
weather; $9,000. 

‘Philadelphia Story,’ Shubert (21st 
week) (C-1,367; $3.30). Hepburn 


name holding the draw, particularly | 


at matinees; around $17,000, potent. 
‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (297th 

week) (D-1,107; $1.65). Oldie still 

chugging on slim receipts; $3,000. 
‘Yokel Boy,’ Majestic (7th week) 

(M-1,717; $3.30). Revue has built 

some and may be getting by; $15,000. 

ADDED 


‘From Vienna,” Music Box (9th 
week). Attendance slid a trifle again 
and refugee revue could chalk up 
only about $4,000. 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Windsor (89th 
week). 
around $5,500. 


CHILDREN’ 126 


IN 14TH Chl WK. 


Chicago, Aug. 15. 
Single legiter in town, 


lent coin last week. 


Autumn looks rather doubtful for | 


not bad | 


Unionist revue still profiting; | 
| 


‘My Dear | 
Children,’ continued to garner excel- 


‘Viceroy Sarah’ (new, by Norman Ginsbury) (Dame May Whitty, Mady 
Christians )—Deertrees theatre, Harrison, Me. 
‘Life With Father’ (new, by Howard Lindsay, Russel Crouse)—Lake- 
wood theatre. 
‘Woman Brown’ (new, by Dorothy Cumming )—Wharf theatre, Province- 
town, Mass. 
| ‘Gentlemen Prefer Blondes’ (new version, by Anita Loos) (Marie Wil- 
son, Pert Kelton)--New England playhouse, Ridgefield, Conn 
‘Moorings’ (new, Seymour Gross)—Long Beach (L. I.) theatre 
‘Three Sisters’ (new version)—Surrey (Me.) theatre. 
‘Audacious Mr. Booth’ (new, by George Ford)—Woodstock (N. Y.) play- 
house (opens tomorrow—Thursday ). 
‘I’ve Got an Idea’ (new, by Arthur Goodrich)—Tamarack playhouse, 
| Lake Pleasant, N. Y. (opens Aug. 18). 
| ‘Ghosts’ (Nazimova )—Brighton theatre, Brighton Beach, L. I 
‘Spring Meeting’ (Gladys Cooper, Philip Merivale)—Red Barn theatre, 
Locust Valley, L. I. 
‘Seventh Heaven’ (Charles Farrell, Uta Hagen)—Westchester playhouse, 
| Mt. Kisco, N. Y. 
| “Tonight or Never’ (Kitty Carlisle)—Spa theatre. Saratoga Springs, N. Y. 
‘Springtime for Henry’ (Edward Everett Horton)—Players theatre, Clin- 
; ton, Conn. 
| ‘Susan and God’ (Esther Ralston, Mary Brian)—Chapel playhouse, Guil- 
ford, Conn. 
| ‘Outward Bound’ (Laurette Taylor, Bramwell Fletcher)—Country play- 
| house, Westport, Conn. 
‘Burlesque’ (Gypsy Rose Lee)—Maplewood (N. J.) theatre 
| ‘Tonight at 8:30’ (Irene Castle, Rex O’Malley)—Paper Mill playhouse, 
| Millburn, N. J. 
‘The Circle’ (Grace George)—Spring Lake (N. J.) Community playhouse. 
| ‘Brief Moment’ (Glenda Farrel, Douglas Montgomery )—Cape Cod play- 
| house, Dennis, Mass. 
‘Our Town’ (Thornton Wilder)—Berkshire playhouse, Stockbridge, Mass. 
——— Sans-Gene’ (Cornelia Otis Skinner)—Ogunquit (Me.) play- 
ouse. 
‘Petticoat Fever’ (Dennis King)—Bucks County theatre, New Hope, Pa. 
‘Torch Bearers’ (Alison Skipworth)—Theatre-by-the-Sea, Matunuck, R. L 
‘You Can’t Eat Goldfish’ (Ruth Chatterton, Barry Thomson)—Olney 
| (Md.) playhouse. 


NEXT WEEK 
(Open Aug. 21, unless otherwise noted) 
‘Victoria and Her Hussar’ (new, by Alfred Grunwald, Dr. Fritz Lohner- 
| Beda, Harry Graham)—St. Louis Muny. 


| ‘Little Women’ (musical version, book by John Ravold, music and Ivrics | 


| by Geoffrey 
(Aug. 24), 
‘Love and All That’ (new, by Owen Davis)—Lakewod theatre, Skow- 
| hegan, Me. 


We Three’ (new, by Reginald Lawrence) (Norma Terris)—Bass Rocks 


O’Hara, Fred Howard)—Deertrees theatre, Harrison, Me. 


the Loop, though many New York| theatre, Gloucester, Mass. 


hits are promised. 
pears most of these won’t arrive unti 


However, it ap-| 


‘The Odd Man’ (new, by Pamela Burr)—Hilltop theatre. Ellicott City, 
1} Md. (Aug. 22). 


some time after the start of the sea-| ‘Colin Stanier’ (new, by Harriet L. Green)—Rye Beach (N. H.) theatre 


son. 
Estimate for Last Week 


| (Aug. 22), 
‘Grass Is Always Greener’ (new, by Robert Pirosh)—Surry (Me.) theatre 


‘My Dear Children,’ Selwyn (14th! (Aug, 22). 


week) (1,000; $2.75). 
and heat. 


Jive ‘Mikado’ Neat 


Nifty $12,000, | 
excellent considering length of stay! 


‘Gas Light’ (new, by Patrick Hamilton) (Claudia Morgan, John Emery) 

| —Spa theatre, Saratoga Springs, N. Y. (Aug. 22), 

| ‘Marriage Royal’ (new, by Robert Wallsten (Lucille Watson, Doris Dal- 

ton )—Newport (R. I.) Casino theatre (Aug. 22). 

| ‘Skylark’ (Gertrude Lawrence)—Cape playhouse, Dennis, Mass. 
‘Autumn Crocus’ (Douglas Montgomery, Mildred Natwick)—Westches- 


$9,000 in 3d Det. Week ter playhouse, Mt. Kisco, N. Y. 


Detroit, Aug. 15. 


‘Mikado in Swing,’ which caught | 
Detroit favor despite summer heat 
and strikes, will close a very profit- 


able month’s stand Saturday (19). 
Estimate for Last Week 


‘Mikado in Swing,’ Cass (3d week) | 
(1,800; $1.65). Nine hot performances 
netted around $9,000 last week, plenty 


neat. 


‘Pygmalion (Lenore Ulric)—Starlight theatre, Pawling, N. Y. 
‘School for Husbands’ (Charles Coburn, June Walker)—Mohawk drama 
festival, Union college, Schenectady, N. Y. (Aug. 22). 
‘Easy Virtue’ (Jane Cowl)—Ridgeway theatre, White Plains, N. Y. 
‘Burlesque’ (Clifton Webb, Libby Holman)—North Shore players, Mar- 
blehead, Mass. 
‘Springtime for Henry’ (Edward Everett Horton)—Ogunquit (Me.) play- 
ouse. 
— Heaven’ (Charles Farrell)—Bucks County playhouse, New Hope, 
a. 


‘Swing Mikado’ OK 


Bow, 


S.F.; Folies’ $35,000, ‘Cavalcade’ 316 


Gahagan-Rennie-‘Tonight’ 


N.G. $3,400, Maplewood, 


Maplewood, N. J., Aug. 15. 

‘Tonight or Never,’ with Helen 
Gahagan, James Rennie and Mar- 
guerita Sylva, at the Maplewood 
theatre here, was acclaimed by crix 
but hot weather was against it. 

Current is Gypsy Rose Lee in 
‘Burlesque.’ 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Tonight or Never,’ Maplewood (1,- 

420; $1). Only $3,400. 


Hatfield-McCord 
In St. Loo Preem: 
Babette Off, 306 


St. Louis, Aug. 15. 

‘Song of the Flame,’ Otto Har- 
bach-Oscar Hammerstein II, modern 
operetta of the Russian Revolution, 
abounding with stirring music by 
the late George Gershwin and Her- 
bert Stothart, began a seven-night 
stand last night (Monday) in the 
Municipal Theatre Assn’s Al Fresco 
playhouse in Forest Park. Nancy 
McCord and Lansing Hatfield are 
featured. 

After a week of bad weather, ele- 
ments returned to normalcy and 
opening night mob, hypoed by swell 
advance notices and upping of ad- 
vertising, grossed about $4,000, which 
is profitable. Operetta was present- 
ed in local open air theatre in 1927 


| San Francisco, Aug. 15, 

First offering of the Federal Thea- 
tre Project to be taken over here 
commercially is doing okay at the 
Geary. ‘Swing Mikado,’ which had 
four weeks at the Golden Gate Expo, 
playing to capacity business in the 
400-seat Federal Theatre on Treasure 
Island, was originally sealed from 
25c to 75c but has been scaled at 50c- 
$2.20 at the much larger Geary, on 
the mainland. Cast is intact. 

‘White Cargo,’ being revived at the 
Alcazar, got off slowly late last week, 
but has shown signs of building. On 
Treasure Island ‘Folies Bergere’ js 
reported to have done remarkably 
well, a shade under $35,000, during 
its first week at the California Audi- 
torium. 

‘Cavaleade of the Golden West’ 
hasn't been hurt much by ‘Bergere,’ 
judging from the 60,100 who saw the 
show during the week ending Aug. 
10. Its best previous week was that 
of July 4. But then, again, attend- 
ance at the expo was unusually heavy 
last week. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Swing Mikado,’ Geary (1st week) 
(1,550; $2.20). Crix raved about 
stream-line version of Gilbert and 
Sullivan operetta, which opened 
strong, sagged, and then came back 
with a bang. Biz in the nabe of 
$10,000. 

Treasure Island 

‘Cavalcade of Golden West,’ Caval- 
cade (25th week) (5,000; $1.10). Still 
a top draw. Week ending Aug. 10 
slightly over $31,000, claimed by man- 
agement, 

‘Folies Bergere,’ California Audi- 
torium (lst week) (3,300; 75c). Ap- 
pearance of Edgar Bergen in eight 
free al fresco shows staged to over 
100,000 people helped ‘Bergere’ con- 
siderably. Performances were with- 
in a stone’s throw of the theatre, 


and drew huge attendances, being | and many rushed there following the 
repeated the following season. | Bergen shows. Although word-of- 


ici > Ber- 

The Municipal Theatre Assn. was|™outh publicity on the new 
“s , rr ,.| gere’ not as good as the former pro- 
the first repertory organization any duction, show, nevertheless, has 


|clicked, judging from the socko $35,- 
1000 claimed by its backers for the 
first week. 


| favorably regarded at 


where to present it after its initial 
Norris Houghton designed six 

spectacular sets with Russian and | 

with gayly garbed singing chorus. | ‘SCANDALS’ $29 400 

Miss McCord, a fave here, clicks as ? 

appearance of the season. Hatfield IN ATLANTIC CITY WK. 

scores, too, as Volodya, and Norma 

played opener with bandaged ankle | Theatre, Atlantic City, closing Sat- 

due to injury suffered in rehearsal.| urday night (12), George White's 

vehicle of the season here, *Rose- | Biz held up despite a heat wave 

Marie.” 

are Lester Allen, diminutive come- 

dian; Robert Chisholm, Joseph 

Valya Valentinoff and Nina Strogo- 

nova, Russian ballet dancers, who 

tinued to score with their solos pre- 

sented with the dancing chorus. Sock 

Theodor Adolphus and Dance Di- 

rector Al White, Jr. 


run in New York in 1926. 
Parisian backgrounds in keeping 
Anita. She’s making her final local 
Gallo gets over as Natasha. She/ 1, its week at the Garden Pier 
All three principals were in opening | ‘Scandals’ rang up $29,400. 
Others in supporting roles to click 
Vitale, Una Castle and Doris Patson. 
thrilled in ‘Babette’ last week, con- 
routines conceived by Ballet Master 
‘Babette, hampered by 


poor 


weather all week, one performance | 


being washed off the boards. Closed 
week’s run Sunday (13) with ap- 
proximately $30,000. 


New Scripts 


Edward Childs Carpenter explains 
that ‘Mr. Bronson Grows a Mus- 
tache,’ reported as a collaboration by 
him and his wife, was ‘conceived and 
written entirely by her.’ Mrs. Car- 
penter, previously a magazine story 
author, writes under the name of 
Helen Alden. Carpenter himself is 
at work on a new comedy and has 
in mind the dramatization of an un- 
disclosed novel after that. His last 
work was ‘Snow Train,’ which was 


summer at Ogonquit, Me. 
Play is his agent. 

Alexander Kirkland, the actor 
who recently took over direction of 
the Paper Mill playhouse, Short 
Hills, N. J., has written a play, ‘Our 
Dumb Friend,’ or ‘Silence Is Golden.’ 
He may try it out at the Jersey 
strawhat. 

Emmet Lavery has finished a new 
one, ‘Pie in the Sky.’ 

Welford Beaton, editor of the 
Hollywood Spectator, has authored 
‘Plea and a Play.’ 

James Cruze, the film director, has 
collaborated with Elliott Dawson on 
‘Redemption of Gonzalo.’ 

Leonard Ide has finished a new 
comedy, ‘Sunflowers,’ which Samuel 
French is handling. 


Century 


a tryout last | 


land the fact that the show was in 
ia very rough state. 


Coast ‘Mikado in Swing’ 
Holds After Good $9,000 


Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 

‘Outward Bound,’ Coast production, 
;}opened brief stay at the Biltmore 
jlast night (Monday) and will be fol- 
|lowed by ‘The Great American Fam- 
ily,’ also .a Coast venture. ‘Mikado 
Swing’ continues at El Capitan, 
land ‘Labor Pains’ will do a few more 
| Stanzas at the Musart. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Mikado in Swing,’ FE! Capitan, Hol- 
lywood (2d week) (R-1,465; $1.50). 
All-Negro musical swings into third 
| stanza after garnering close to $9,000, 
| good, last seven days. Revue is not 
|to be confused with show of same 
name currently in Detroit. 
| ‘Labor Pains,’ Musart (4th week) 
(D-350; $1.65). Having hard time 
since withdrawal of Garment Work- 
ers’ union as sponsor, but aided by 
frequent theatre parties. Current 
week around $800. 


‘Primrose Path’ Full 
Of B’klyn Thorns, 4G 


| Brooklyn, Aug. 15. 
‘Primrose Path’ at the Brighton, 
Brooklyn’s only legit house func- 
tioning now, slipped somewhat and 
gave house only moderate returns. 
Current is ‘Ghosts’ with Nazimova 
and Harry Ellerbe. 
Estimate for Last Week 


‘Primrose Path’ (1,400; $1), 
$4,000. 


Mild 


Leftwich Bankrupt 


Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 
Alexander Leftwich, former di- 
rector of the local Federal Theatre 
Project, filed a bankruptcy petition 
in Federal court. 
Liabilities are listed at $7,528 and 
assets at $560, claimed exempt. 
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STRAWHATS DOWNBEAT 


Helburn-Langner Head Production 
For Theatre Guild Under New Setup 


Reorganization of the Theatre 
Guild directorate, made public last 
week, actually took place last sea- 
son. First show produced under 
the revised setup was “The Philadel- 
phia Story,’ which opened last 
spring at the Shubert, N. Y., and is 
still running there. 

Under the new setup, Theresa 
Helourn and Lawrence Langner will 
have principal charge of produc- | 
tion, with Alfred Lunt and Lynn | 


Fontanne continuing to function as a | ago. 


separate production unit. Worth- | 
ington Miner has resigned from | 
the directorate, while Lee Simonson, | 


Philip Moeller, Helen Westley and| held up pending settlement of row 
Maurice Wertheim will remain as, between Equity and Sophie Tucker. 


members of the board, but will a 
tend meetings only on call. 

William Saroyan’s, ‘The Time of | 
Your Life,’ offered in association | 
with Eddie Dowling, will be the. 
Guild's first presentation in the fall. | 
Since the organization owes its sub- | 
secribers One play from last season, | 
the list will this season include | 
seven shows instead of the regular | 
six. One will be a new play with 
the Lunts, probably written by Rob- 
ert E. Sherwood. Guild also expects 
to have a look at the script of 
George Bernard Shaw's new one, | 
‘In. Good King Charles’ | 
Days,’ which preemed at the Mal- | 
vern festival, England, Saturday | 
(12), 


LOUISVILLE OPERETTAS 
WIND UP IN THE RE 


Louisville, Aug. 15. | 

Closing night of summer operettas | 
at lroquois Amphitheatre, scheduied 
Sunday (13) with ‘No, No, Nanette,’ 
was rained out. Ticket holders were 
refunded their money and officers | 
of the Louisville Theatrical Assn. | 
immediately issued announcements 
that plans are underway for next 
summer's shows. Negotiations indi- 


cate that the Shuberts will again 
produce. 
While no figures were available, 


it was stated by Charles Bottorff, 
president of the Association, that re- 
ceipts were below those of 1938. The 
small deficit will be made up by lo- 
cal guarantors. He also emphasized 
that the season of summer operettas | 
was definitely established as a per- 
manent thing ,and that public sup- 
port of the shows was encourgaging 
enough to make the promotion a 
yearly affair. 


English Whodunit Gets 
Tryout in Saratoga 


Saratoga, Aug. 15. 

This resort's Diamond Jubilee will 
be celebrated at the Spa Playhouse 
Aug. 22 by the 
of a mystery drama of the 1870's. 
John Wildberg in connection with 
Fred Ellis and Hope Lawder, op- 
€rators of this strawhatter, will try 


out ‘Gaslight,’ produced the 
Apollo, London, last January. 
To gauge the potentialities of this 


whodunit piece, Wildberg is bringing 


on Chester Erskine to stage it and | 


Claudia Morgan, John Emery and 
A. P. Kaye to play the leading roles. 
If the play clicks, Wildberg will make 
it a fall production on Broadway. 


American premiere | 


i/next few weeks by college officials 
;and representatives of the Drama- 
| tists Guild. Architectural plans have 
been completed and okayed, but ac- 
tual construction will not start un- 


| raised. 


sent 


Peerce, Weede in Boston | 


Boston, Aug. 15. 
Boston's first big opera season in 
Many years will be launched by 
Amedeo Passeri’s N. Y. Grand Opera 
Co., when he opens a four-week sea- 


son at the Shubert, Sept. 14. For 
the one-month period some 37 per- 


| 


formances will be given of all the} 


standard works. 


Among the artists who will appear | 


are Jan Peerce and Robert Weede, 
tenor and baritone of the Music 
Hall, 
Sidney Raynor, Gladys Swarthout 
and Frank Chapman. 


James Melton, Rosa Tentoni, | 


‘Fenton Back to Nitery 
Pending ‘Me’ Return 


Detroit, Aug. 15. 

Mildred Fenton, who recently took 
over Mary Martin’s role in ‘Leave It 
to Me’ on Broadway, is doing a re- 
turn engagement at the Powatan nit- 
ery here during the play’s summer 
layoff. Vocalist was picked up for 
tryout when seen by theatrical agent 
at the Powatan here several weeks 


Miss Fenton's engagement at Pow- 
atan is indefinite because the show, 
skedded to reopen Aug. 21, is being 


FESTIVAL PLANS 
OUTLINED 


General plans for the annual 
‘drama festival to be held at Dart- 
mouth college beginning two years 
hence will be outlined during the 


til all the necessary funds have been 


Robert FE. Sherwood, Dramatists 
Guild president, is currently on the 
Coast for RKO’s production of his 
‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ and while 
there will huddle with Walter 
Wanger, chairman of the alumni 
committee. Luise Silleox, executive 
secretary of the Guild, goes to Han- 
over this week for conferences with 
Warner Bentley, head of the Dart- 
mouth drama department, and Sid- 
ney Hayward, secretary of the col- 
_lege. She'll be there through mid- 
| Sept ember, except for a few jumps 
back to New York. 

Three different general plans are 
being considered for the festival. 
‘One is for a sort of super-strawhat. 
with a new production, a different 
star and supporting company each 
week. Another is to offer simulta- 
neous shows of contrasting types in 
the different theatre buildings. Third 


idea is for an elaborate repertory 
system, without stars .but with a 
strong permanent company. In any | 
case, the festival would span the | 


summer and would be aimed to pre- 
distinctive plays, possibly eXx- | 
perimental in nature. With the| 
Dramatists Guild directing the fes- | 
tival, it is hoped to offer works of | 
leading playwrights. 

According to tentative plans, there | 
will be three theatres, including an 
outdoor and large and small incor | 
spots. Planning different presenta- | 
tions to suit the various size houses | 
will be one of the problems. Al- | 
ready fairly well worked out is the | 
matter of providing accommodations | 
for the festival visitors, many of | 
whom would presumably come some | 
distances. Complete survey of inns 
and hotels in the surrounding coun- 
trv has been made. If necessary, the 
college dormitories might be opened | 
to handle visitors. | 


Ballet Russe May Jom 
Again With Monte Carlo 


S. Hurok is awuletty. trying to effect | 


a re-merger of the Baliet Russe and | 
the Monte Carlo Russian ballet} 
groups, which had split up into two | 


groups. One is headed by Col. W. 
de Basil and the other by choreog- 
rapher Massine, managed by Rene | 
Blum, brother of former French | 
premier Leon Blum. 

Massine is quite along in years,| 
tired and wants to retire, which is 
a factor in favor of the merger. 


| because of the theme, 


LESS BARNS THI 
THAN 


Only 71 Equity Spots in 
Operation Against 85 Last 
Summer—Fewer Foldings, 


However, Indicate Better 
B. O.—Tryouts Wane 


NAMES HYPO REVIVALS 


Despite early-spring predictions 
that the current summer would see a 
high number of strawhats in oper- 
ation, plus a record amount of try- 
outs, there has actually been a 
sharp drop in such rural theatre ac- 
tivity. Total number of Equity spots 
lighted in the entire country reached 
only 71, a decrease of 14 from last 
summer. There have been tiewer 
foldings, however. 

Other characteristics of the season 
have been the increasing practice of 
using featured names, particularly 
Hollywood players, and the fewer 
number of tryouts. Non-Equity the- 
atres and the innumerable tryouts 
presented there have not been con- 
sidered, since they are virtually all 
amateur undertakings, commercial 
ventures with an ‘apprentice school’ 
angle, or outright shoestringers. All 
reputable (‘that is, professional) 
showshops have Equity sanction. 
There are hundreds of others, it is 
figured. 

Principa) new stands this summer 
are New Hope, Pa.; Lake Placid, 
N. Y.; Greenwich, Conn.; Litchfield, 
Conn.: Jutland, N. J.; Oconomowoc, 
Wis.: Long Beach, L. I.; Harrison, 
Me.; Braddock Heights, Md.; Chatham, 
Mass.; Harvey's Lake, Pa.; Civic the- 
atre, Chicago; Marblehead, Mass.; 

(Continued on page / 46) 


FOXES’ ON LIC 
SKED VICE 
TIME 


The Fortune Gallo’s Legitimate 
Theatre Corp., Jegit repertory tour, 


will see Lenore Ulric in ‘The Little 
Foxes,’ replacing ‘On Borrowed 
| Time,’ which has been dropped. 


Eva LeGallienne, in ‘The Master- 
builder,’ ‘Golden Boy’ (Eric Linden- 
Jean Muir) and ‘What a Life’ (Jackie 
Coogan-Josephine Dunn) round out 
the shows to be offered. 

Taylor Holmes had 


Time’ out for a spell, 


‘Borrowed 
but whether 
or the film’s 
the biz was light, hence the 
‘Foxes.’ 


ACTORS REP. 00. 


release, 
switch to 


| bership. 


CABARET-THEATRE 


Actors Repertory Theatre is or- 
ganizing a new cabaret-theatre idea, 


| with possibility it may be housed at 


the now closed Yacht Club on 52d 
street, N. Y. 
Chery! Crawford 


will be co-pro- 


| ducer and Lee Strassberg, stage di- 
rector for the Group Theatre, to 
handle the staging and art. Others 


tied up are Lehman Engel] for the 
music and Felicia Sorel for the 
dances. 


Duffy School’s Plight 


Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 
Settlement of 0c. on the dollar 
has been offered creditors of El 
Capitan College of the Theatre in 
an effort to keep the institution go- 
ing. School was organized by Henry 
Duffy and Mary Pickford. 


Schocl owes $20,000 without physi- | 


assets and will be dissolved un- | 
settlement plan is accepted. 


cal ¢ 
less 


New Trend in Sale of Pic Rights 
To Stage Plays Is Author-Mor. 
Demand That Legit Stars Go Along 


Saga of 44th St. 


Harry Kaufman, Shubert pro- 
duction aide, Harry  Bestry, 
agent, and Vincent Sardi, the 
restaurateur, were talking the 
other afternoon outside the Jat- 
ter’s restaurant in W. 44th street, 
N. Y. Woman patron came out 
and, mistaking Kaufman for a 
doorman, requested him to call 
a cab. 

While Bestry held the woman's 
packages, Kaufman obtained a 
cab and helped her in. She 
tipped him 50c., whereupon 
Kaufman talked her into buying 
six tickets for ‘Streets of Paris,’ 
Shubert revue at the Broad- 
hurst, across 44th street from 
Sardi’s. After the woman left, 
Bestry and ‘Sardi tried to per- 
suade Kaufman to split the 50c., 
but he refused on the ground 
the tip was for ‘personal service.’ 


TMAT MEMBERS 
STALL 
TIEUP 


Membership of the 
Managers, Agents and 
last week definitely doused the pro- 
posed affiliation with the Interna- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employes (stagehands). Action was 


taken at a general meeting of the | 


union Thursday night 
Capitol hotel, N. Y. 


(10) at the 


Move to stall the tie took the form | 


of an amendment to a previous reso- 
lution. Original motion had called 
for the stagehand affiliation, but as 


board to appoint a committee to con- 
fer with ‘any and all AFL unions’ 
regarding such an alliance. 
the revised resolution, which was 
passed by an overwhelming vote, 
disposed of the plan for a tieup with 
the IATSE. 

Although there was criticism of 
th? union’s board for sending repre- 
sentatives to confer with George E. 
Browne, IATSE prez, 
thorization, no official censure was 
voted. TMAT affiliation with the 
IATSE had been figured likely, but 
publication of the criminal back- 
ground of William Bioff, Browne's 
‘personal representative, appeared 


Figured 


to change the attitude of the mem- 
Browne was reported dis- 
gusted with the TMAT 


Map 


Season for Tacoma 


Tacoma, Aug. 15. 


An active legit season 


Theatrical | 
Treasurers | 


| Broadway productions 
| coming season. 


ssibl irosh’ 
amended it authorized the executive Nobert Pirosh’s 


Growing factor in the sale of pic- 
ture rights to stage successes is the 
currently-prevalent practice of au- 
thors and managers of specifying 
that the legit stars repeat their 
characterizations in the film ver- 
sions. Cases in point this season are 
‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ (Raymond 
Massey) and ‘The Little Foxes’ (Tal- 
lulah Bankhead). To a lesser ex- 
tent, the same thing is true of ‘The 
American Way’ (Fredric March). 

Idea is that Hollywood frequenily 
has its own preference for casting 
the leads of film versions of stage 
successes, In such cases the studio 
may not balk at the price, but be 
unwilling to have the legit lead in- 
cluded in the deal. Occasionally the 
author and manager are willing to 
accept a lower picture price in order 
to win their choice of lead players, 
but more often the matter of casting 
proves a deterrent to the film sale. 

In the case of ‘Abe Lincoln in 
Illinois,’ Sam Goldwyn was hot after 
the screen rights, but didn’t want to 
take Raymond Massey along with 
the deal. Understood he intended to 
do the picture with Gary Cooper, 
whom he has under contract, in the 
title part. Author Robert E. Sher- 
wood's insistence on Massey was one 
; Of the factors in nixing the deal. 
| Play was subsequently sold to 
| RKO, with Massey included in the 
deal, for a record price of approxi- 
, mately $275,000 (the exact amount 
| to be determined on a percentage of 
, the picture’s gross). In the case of 
‘Foxes,’ Goldwyn is reported dick- 
ering for the play, but to be hoid- 

(Continued on page 46) 


‘SURRY PLAYERS PLAN 
SHOWS FOR B’WAY 


| Surry players, currently offering 
_@ revised version of Chekhov's 
| Three Sisters’ at their Surry (Me.) 
tentatively three 
during the 
Other two would be 
a revival of ‘The Good Hope’ end 
‘Grass Is 
which they'll try 


| strawhat, 


Always Greener,’ 


| Out next week. 


Dwight Deere Wiman, current]y 
readying the new Paul Osborn play, 
is understood interested in the Surry 
ventures and will probably go to 


Maine to see both ‘Sisters’ and 
‘Grass.’ His daughter, Katherine, ie 


a member of the troupe. 
the first tryout in the 


‘Grass’ 
three-year 


| Surry history, 


without au- 


‘Will Arms Breaks In 


is set for. 


Tacoma, according to Ned Edris, city | 


manager of Hamrick Theatres. The 
stage shows will go into the Temple, 
the Hamrick company going into 


its first and second-run picture shops 
here. 


Eighteen to 25 shows are being 


‘Riverside’ on Coast 


Santa Barbara, Aug. 15 

Will Arms will open his legit pro- 
duction, ‘Riverside Drive,’ around 
Oct. 1, here, shifting to San Fran- 
cisco and Los Angeles before mov- 
ing to New York. 

First general reading of 38 speak- 
ing parts for the new piece is slated 
for Thursday (17). 


101 


Breslin Joins Authors 


Thomas Breslin this week joined 


| the staff of the Authors League ef 


America and, at least for the pres- 


booked for the season, all one-night | 


stands. Attractions include the four 
stage shows of the Legitimate The- 
atre Corp., sold on_ subscription 
basis, with Junior League handling. 


‘Tobacco Road’ is aiso penciled in. 
Local Civic Music has four dates. 
When stage is dark, house plans sec- 
ond-run pix. Seating capacity is 
1.676. 


| Tonge’s 


this phase of the show biz on top of | ent, will work in the dramatic phase 


of the office’s activity. He does not 
replace Jocelyn Tonge, who resigned 
last week to join the American Fed- 
eration of Radio Artists staff. The 
work is being redistributed and Miss 
duties are now divided 
among several people. 

Luise Sillcox is executive-secre- 
tary of the League and Guild. Ags. 


| sistants are Margaret Scheuermann, 


Don Douglas, Robert Fleischer, Vir- 


ginia Holden, Marion Noyes and 
Bres}in. Two more will be added 
during the fall and winter. 
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THE MOORINGS for Moorings’ should have a chance 


Long Beach, N. Y., Aug. 14 


Comedy-drama in three acts py Seymour 
Gross; staged and presented by Eddie Di- 
moni; setting, Brunton Studios and Bir 
nard Davis; at the Long Beach theatre 
Jeong Beach, N. Y., one week, opening Aug 


14 

Cast: Ethel Colby, George Graham. Alex- 
ander Scourby, Paula Maclean Seymout 
Gross, Rita Rhoni, Richard Benedict, dutia 


Lathrop, Maury Tuckerman, Myron Robbins, 
Ithys Williams, 


There are commercial possibilities | 
in this mild satire of a group of hun- 
gry strawhat actors who eventually 
click with a hit and thus save the, 
Moorings, a small Massachusetts hotel 
which serves as a haven for unfortu- | 
nate thespians, from becoming an- 
other link in a chain of select hos- 
telries. 

Story is primarily that of Julia 
Courtleigh Hall (Paula Maclean), a’! 
dramatic star of 15 years ago and the! 
widow of a sea captain, from whom 
she inherited the Moorings. The 
hotel isn’t a financial success, but she , 
manages to get by, with the aid of a. 
small fixed income, | 

Her only tenants are a troupe of, 
strawhatters, monitored by Terrence 
Morgan (Alexendar Scourby), one of | 
her former leading men, who _ is 
struggling to put across a little the- | 
atre project in a nearby deserted | 
chapel. The only paying student of | 
this group is Kay Linquist (Julia La- 
throp), and the entiresplan of pro-| 
duction nearly collapses when it is, 
learned she actually hasn’t much) 


Miss Laihrop gives a delicate in- 
terpretation, possessing a quality 
which presages a _ bright future. 
'Scourby is better than average, while 
Miss Maclean carries the heaviest 
lead with deftness and experience. 
Seymour Gross, the author, is fine as 
a bewildered technical director face 
to face with his first job after leav- 
ing Yale’s dramatic workshop. Re- 
mainder of the cast is competent. 

Gilb. 


Gentlemen Prefer Blondes 
Ridgefield, Corn., Aug. 14. 


Comedy io three acts and four scenes by 
Anita Loos; revise! version presented by 
Alfred Wagstaff: features Marie Wilson, 
Pert Kelton; stegsd by Harry Wagstaff 
Gribble: seitings, Kendrick A. Wilson; at 
the New Enelard Plavhouse, Ridgefield, 
Conn., Aug. 14, '39; $1.65 top. 

Cast: Ethel Purnetlo, Helen Judge, Louls 
Sorin, Victor Beecroft, Walter Klavun, Ivy 
Troutman, Ioward Freeman, Ruth Thane 
Me Devitt. Erskine, Whiting Thornton, 
Colette Francis, Jutes Foailly, Charles La 
Torre, Julia Walsh, Keed Shields, Zack 


Scott, Richard Odlin, 


Revised version of Anita Loos’ 
‘Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,’ best 
seller of the n:iddle 20’s and filmed 
by Paramount in 1928, needs a lot of 
work before new edition is ready for 
Broadway production planned by Al- 
fred Wagstaff. 

Ridgefield strawhat tryout rated at- 
tention as a major summer event, 
with Marie Wilson in from the Coast 


3 |for legitimate debut, and authoress 
money, but had hoped to be such a | Loos on hand for rehearsals. There 
|had been reports that Wagstaff would 
ifollow Connecticut break-in with 
, week in Milwaukee before New York 
'preem in fall, but indications now are 
| that show won't reach Broadway be- 
|fore winter, if then. 

Reason for modernization is not 
| immediately apparent. It’s easy to 


success that she would be offered a 
job instead of having to pay tu'tion. 

At this juncture John Clark 
(Maury Tuckerman), visits his aunt, 
Mrs. Hall, and begins to organize the 
hotel efficiently. Fresh from a hotel 
management course at Cornell, he 
demands that the actors pay up or 


get out, but the former stage stal! pet a kick out of the 1925 costumes 
vetoes the idea.: However, things are | and sets and some of the topical allu- 
in such a low financial state on the! sions playwright has inserted, but 


eve of the strawhat opening that the 
aunt agrees to sell the Moorings to 
Frank McNally, head of Atlantic 
Inns. 

When McNally arrives unexpected- 
ly the entire troupe goes into a com- 
bination of the play it’s rehearsing, 
and ad lib high-hatting to impress 
the hotel magnate. There are some 
good comedy spots in this part of the 

econd act, while the _ indigent 
emoters don various tony accents and 
airs of affluence. Finally McNally 
is impressed sufficiently to sign a 
contract to pay $75,000 for the Moor- 
ings, as the troupe hurries away, with 
various excuses, to give the opening 
performance at the nearby chapel. 


A clever twist is given the plot in 


the third act when young Clark real- | 


izes what his ‘efficiency’ has done. 


An artist by avocation, he begins to | 
understand the sentimental value of | 


the Moorings and joins his aunt and 
the other inhabitants of the place in 
a plan to force McNally to change 
his mind about buying the hotel. Two 
of the guests pretend to be jewel 
smugglers, another feigns drunken- 


ness, a third confesses to a yen for! 


marijuana, and Mrs. Hall intimates 


that she doesn’t know with whom she} 


spent the night. It’s all very ghastly 


to McNally, who tears up his contract | 


and dashes away, leaving the actors 


with a hit on their hands and a | 


quaint hotel that is besieged by va- 
eationers, 

The dialog of ‘The Moorings’ is 
honest if somewhat uninspired, and 
the idea is sound enough. The first 
act is slow moving and almost twice 
as long as it should be. The second 
and third acts are livelier and better 
constructed. With a rebuilt first act 
and general polishing throughout, 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 


/once audience gets over remembering 
| the blessings of the good old days the 
|play hasn't got enough to hold. 

| Main difference of 1939 model is a 
;new character, Gilbert Montrose, cre- 
|ated to be Lorelei Lee’s match, and 
|inspired, according to Miss Loos’ 
| foreword, bv the late Wilson Mizner. 
\‘I adored Wilson more than life,’ 
|playwright says in program, ‘and I 
| felt that he was the perfect mate for 
|Lorelei.’ Reading this, attender con- 
|centrates on added character when 
;met, which is late in the play, and 
| will probably be disappointed, for 
| Gilbert Montrose role is definitely 
}minor and fractionally realized at 
| this time. 

| Miss Wilson looks the Lorelei part, 
but fails to supply the necessary 
spark. The comparison with June 
Walker of the original production 
will be hard on the Hollywood en- 
try. Pert Kelton, some time absent 
from films, appears as the wisecrack- 
ing Dorothy and represents the hap- 
piest casting in the show; the preem 
| performance was easily hers. 

Louis Sorin, veteran of Broadway 
musicals and recently on Walter 
O’Keefe’s radio show, effectively is 
cast as Gus Eisman, Lorelei’s capital- 
|ist. who gets a rich topical opportu- 
nity when. as button magnate of °25, 
he tells of banquet mayor of Berlin 
iS going to give him. Two members 
\of original ‘Blondes’ cast—Jules 
|Epailly and Charles La Torre—are 
'smash with father-son French se- 
quence. 

As before, Loos story concerns 
predatory daughters of prosperity- 
prohibition era, especially Lorelei 
Lee, who manages to keep several 
irons in the fire at once. Ending is 
forced and pretty crude for a play of 
reputation. 

Short skirts. long waists and 
straight hats of '25 give the play a 
good start. Playwright credits Beth 
Wendel of Hollywood for research 
assistance. Kenrick A. Wilson did 
well with settings, considering stage 
limitations. 

Capacity audience first-nighted in 
340-seater. Elem. 


} 
| 


| 


Provincetown, Mass., Aug. 10. 
Tragedy In three acts (five scenes) by 


Arndt Giusti; presented by Edith Warman 
Skinner: staged by Robert Foulk: settings, 
Roger Sherman: at Wharf theatre, Prove 
incetown, Mass., Aug. 10, ‘39. 


Len Mence 


HILDEGARDE 


Currently Appearing 
SAVOY PLAZA HOTEL 


NEW YORK 


Held Over Until October 19 
OPENING LAMAZE 


HOLLYWOOD NOVEMBER 2 


Per. Mgr.—ANNA SOSENKO 
Ex. Rep—JACK BERTELL 


cas -«+-Gloria Blondell 
Slim, -Richard Rider 
Blackie... Alex Segal 
A Deputy 


Gunter Dorfmuller 
Kurt Kruger 
...Tarj Grimstad 
-Robert Foulk 
alph Morehouse 


In this tryout Arndt Giusti, former 

newspaperman and short story writer 
for English publications, demon- 
strates convincingly that he can write 
_®xceiting, virile, profane dialog and 
that he has a fertile mind for plot- 
ting. Unfortunately, the latter stages 
of ‘Lilith’ have not matured fully, 
so the audience is left quite per- 
plexed at the abrupt final curtain as 
to the main thought. 


Another Deputy..... 
Newspaper Reporter, 
Bill, 
Alan McBride 


First half is exciting, sometimes 


shocking and altogether promising, 
but the second half is garbled. There 
is ample evidence in the better half 
that the author is quite capable of 
correcting his faults when he has 
more time to work out his playwrit- 
‘ing problem. Unconventional for try- 
‘outs, this one runs short on time, and 
‘the tail-end episodie sequences need 
padding to bring to life late charac- 
iters and to clarify concluding devel- 
opments. 

Said to be written for Lenore Ulric, 
the plot traces the lurid life of a 


world and then accepts the shelter 
‘of a kindly, middle-aged rancher who 
had been with the posse that took 
i her mobster-lover (William Challee), 
‘Most bafding scene is the final one. 
Rarcher McBride (Royal Beal) pro- 
poses marriage, but the instant_he 
ileaves the room she signals to Bill 
‘(Robert Foulk), a ranch-hand who 
despises her, then Flo whips out a 
‘bottle of whiskey, gulps down a pint 
of it and grapples with Bill on the 
sofa as a prelude to some good old- 
ifashioned loving reminiscent of the 
‘parlor house,’ as she explains it. The 
ilights go out, Bill strangles Flo, 
|rushes out of the house, the final cur- 
‘tain falls. Fast-moving, all right, but 
hardly convincing. 
| The role of Josie is a juicy one and 
easily within the realm of Miss Ul- 
ric’s talents, but her performance at 
this catching was as detrimental to 
the play as it was disappointing to 
her fans who filled the house. Gloria 
Blondell as a co-strumpet beautifully 
sustains an important scene in a 
bawdy house and emerges with hard- 
earned top honors. Foulk acquits 
himself nobly under trying circum- 
stances, and Challee does likewise. 
Tarj Grimsiad, as a reporter, looks 
and acts like one. Royal Beal, Ralph 
Morehouse, Richard Rider, Alex 
Segal and John Blankenchip also 
register well in minor parts. 

Foulk comes in for further plaud- 
its for excellent direction; sets by 
Roger Sherman are 

ox. 


LADY FROM TEXAS 


Oconomowoc, Wis., Aug. 11. 
Comedy in three acts by Thoda Cocroft, 
adapted from a play by Elizabeth Joan; 
directed by Thoda Cocroft; settings, Rob- 
ert Hughes. At Coach House, Oconomowoc, 
Wis., Aug. 10 
.. Anne Coyle 
Franz Riegier 
Pelicia Terry 
Neva Bartlett 
Lenore Winship. .. Bette Harmon 


Margery Watson....... Shirley Grant 
Miss DeRiemer 


Evelyn Hardie 
Photographer.............Gerald Spaulding 
Senator Tom H. W, Lind 


Entertaining show for general legit 
trade, with plenty of comedy mate- 
rial and laughs. Dialog is polished 
and brought up to date excellently 
by Thoda Cocroft, the adapter, and 
play indicates good commercial pos- 
sibilities, particularly for films. 

It’s a story of Washington and its 
comedy lobby angles. The Dixons 
strike it rich on their meagre cotton 
farm when oil is found there. Dixon 
goes into politics and becomes a sen- 
ator. Frau runs into competition 
with a blonde, who’s also lobbying 
for some sort of rayon bill. But the 
missus finally wins back her hus- 
band and saves his cotton bill, all in 
the last act. Plenty of action 
throughout, and suspense is good. 

Scene in the beauty salon is par- 
ticularly effective for comedy, and 
suggests excellent possibilities with 
name comedienne of Mary Boland 
type. Grace Leeman Siebert handles 
this role neatly. Gold. 


LIFE WITH FATHER 


Skowhegan, Me., Aug. 14. 

Comedy by Howard J.indsay and Russel 
Crouse, adapted from the book by Clarence 
Day; presented by the Lakewood Players; 
staged by Melville Burke; features Dorothy 
Stickney, Fay Wray, Howard Lindsay, John 
Drew Devereaux; at tha Lakewood theatre, 
Skowhegan, Me., one week, opening Aug. 
14, ‘39. 


The late Clarence Day’s homey 
‘Life With Father,’ a chronicle of the 
author’s youth, has been brought to 
life by Howard Lindsay and Russel 
Crouse, the adapters, and the Lake- 
wood Players, who presented it for 
the first time here tonight (14) at 
the Lakewood. theatre. 

The common acceptance of Howard 
Lindsay as a playwright was in- 
creased in its scope when he under- 
took the role of Clarence’s father, 
with Dorothy Stickney (Mrs, Lind- 
say) handling the part of the mother. 
Both turn in excellent performances, 

While more pertinently dealing 
with Clarence’s youth during the 
American horsecar era, it’s also a tale 
of family life. John Drew Deve- 
reaux plays Clarence at the age of 
17, but fails to register. Pertinent 
to the story is his love for Virginia 
Dunning. 

Rest ot the cast includes Jessamine 
Newcomb, Fay Wray, James Young, 
Joseph McCauley, A. H. Van Buren, 
Edith Craig, Katherine Givney, Rich- 
ard Simon, Raymond Rowe and 
Jackie Ayres. All turn in adequate 
performances. 

Direction by Melville Burke is 
good, Play needs some rewriting, 
but, however, suggests Broadway 
possibilities. 

Oscar Serlin has an option on the 
play and plans ty present it on 
Broadway this fall. Don, 


THE OTHER MAN 


Cumberland, R. I., Aug. 11. 


Mystery drama in three acts by Isobel 
Bishop; presented by The Lippitt Plavers; 
staged by George Richardsen; settings, 
Dick Burgess: at the Lippitt theatee, Cun 
berland, R 1, week Aug. 3, ‘SY. 


Dick Hale...... Frank Mosier 
Miss Kittredge...........Marion Thompson 
Mre. Blake....0» Alice Mepburn 
AMMO, Barbara Mills 
cc Don Lee 
| Dr Torrence........ Lauren Kenvon Woods 
, Dawes (alias Bobson)...... .. Dick Burgess 
og Raymond Dureault 


Giving a new twist to the amnesia- 
victim type of plot, Isobel Bishop's 


lengthening before it can receive 
more serious consideration for 
Broadway. However, the basis is 


here, 


nesia in a train wreck and, though 
taken to his own home, maintains 
that the real Mr. Kirwin is someone 
else who left Hale to take his place 
through some ulterior motive. 

Unable to convince his family he’s 
someone else, Hale decides to humor 
them until the real Kirwin can be 
found. His case is further compli- 
cated through a missing $65,000 and 
the fact that Mrs. Kirwin is about to 
become a mother. 

Hale’s apparently sincere efforts to 
find the supposedly missing Kirwin 
and the mental torture he undergoes 
in his attempts to convince others of 
their mistaken identity form the basis 
of the play. Eventually everything 


‘The Other Man’ needs bolstering and | were turned away by police without 


, even getting near the Dell. 


HEIFETZ DRAWS 
PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Aug. 15 
* Crowd of 9,000 jammed every 
available bit of space in Robin Hood 
' Dell last Thursday night to hear 
| Jascha Heifetz. Several thousand 


' more lined around the outside of the 
al fresco spot, able to hear but not 
see the fiddler. Other thousands 


Concert started 15 minutes ahead 


of schedule, when manager William 


K. Huff looked over the solidly- 


Plot revolves about Dick Hale packed house and announced, ‘wa 
(Frank Mosier), who suffers am-| might as well begin, because every- 


one who is going to get in is here” 

Despite the fact that the Dell has 
had the largest number of patrons in 
its 10-year history, 106,000 in tha 
first seven weeks, there is stil! a 
deficit of $6,000 to be made up, be- 
cause of a cut in prices this season. 
Mostly through the work of Sam 
Rosenbaum, Dell prez, $22,000 has 


already been raised to offset thea 
deficit, with the additional funds still 


| needed. 


Obscured by the appearance of 
Heifetz was the initial batoning of 
Hans Wilhelm Steinberg, one of tha 
conductors of the NBC orch, who 


turns out happily when the missing} will preside on the Dell podium for 
$65,000 is found in a compartment of! the remainder of the season. 

Kirwin’s desk, where it had been 
placed for safekeeping, and an old 
sweetheart of Hale’s is located. She 
reveals that Hale, who had been 
missing for 12 years, had previously 
been a newspaperman and had suf- 
fered a head injury while covering 
an assignment. Left for dead, he had 
been revived, wandered away and 


Engagements 


Marie Wilson, Pert Kelton, Louis 
Sorin, Ivy Troutman, Ethel Purnello, 


settled in Greenwich, Conn., under 
the name of Richard Kirwin, becom- 


Ruth Thane McDevitt, Julia Walsh, 
Anna Erskine, Colette Francis, Helen 


ing eminently successful though un-| Judge, Victor Beecroft, Richard Od- 
aware of his lapse of memory. The| lin, Charles La Torre, Zack Scott, 
train wreck snapped back his mem-| Walter Klavun, Howard Freeman, 
ory to events of 12 years before, and| pierre d’Epailly, Whiting Thornton, 
| Klate Holt, Mel Ford, Reed Shields, 
yy Helped mam «Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,’ New 

Plot is handled exceedingly well England playhouse, Ridgéfield, Conn. 
and maintains suspense throughout. | Dorothy Stickney, Howard Lind- 
However, play is too short in its) say, John Drew Devereaux, Richard 


aracterizati Simon, Raymond Roe, Jackie Ayres, 
with fitting restraint. Dick Burgess’ | Fay Wray, Virginia Dunning, J. / 


sets and George Richardsons’ direc-| thur Young, Joseph Macaulay, A i 
tion of a fairly capable cast are com-, Van Buren, Jessamine Newc ombe, 
mendable. Malo. Margaret Callahan, Edith Craig, 
aaa Dorothy Bernard, Kathryn Givney, 
‘Life with Father,’ Lakewood the- 
VICEROY SARAH atre, Skowhegan, Me. 

Harrison, Me., Aug. 15. Glenda Farrell, Douglass Mont- 
Flistorical drama bv Norman Gingburv! o -y, Ralph Bunker, Robert Wall- 


and Mady Christians; at Deertress theatre, | ‘Brief Moment,’ Cape playhou 9, 
Harrison, Me., ope Ai 4, 
| Dennis, Mass. 


| r ray 
Despite a strong second act an Katherine Emery, Anne neve 

hairpulling by Helen Wynn, Shepperd Strudwick, 
of the cast, ‘Viceroy Sarah,’ by Nor- | Dorothy Mathews, John Boruff, Ro!- 
man Ginsbury, which had its Amer- | ert Allen, Jabez Gray, Joseph Wise- 
ican premiere at the Deertrees the- | man, Tom Speidel, Carl Gose, Bar- 
like | bara Dale, Jules Bricken, Frank 
Bela Blau, Deertrees director, plans Sisters,’ Surry theatre, Surry, Me 


to present ‘Viceroy’ on Broadway 

this season. | Alison Skipworth, Michael Harvey, 
takes too long Cecile Wulff, Mortimer Weldon, 
o get going. hole first act consists F rfor ‘arri@ 
of a background of early 18th cen- Lois 
tury English history. Crux of the ricewen, 
story concerns the personal battle | Ewell, George Makinson, Ros rag 
between Sarah Churchill, the Duch- | Lightner, Bruce Covert, Ted Peck- 
ess Of Marlborough, and Abigail | ham, ‘The Torch-Bearers,’ Theatre- 
Masham for the favor of England’s by-the-Sea, Matunuck, R. I 


ruler, Queen Anne. Play is most ‘ 
interesting when it stops telling| Augusta French, Allen Nourse, 


about Blenheim and other Marlbor- | Mary Roth, Warren Young, Jean 
ough victories and concentrates on | Horton, Alex Cross, Elizabeth Dins- 
the Marlborough-Masham fracas. 'more, Harry Sothern, ‘The Enchait- 
This is hardly more than suggested | ed Cottage,’ Stony Creek theaire, 
until the second act. ‘ k re 
Role of Anne seems hardly impor- | Stony Creek, Conn. 

tant enough for which to have _————— 
brought Dame May Whitty especial- = 


ly from England. The Queen is | 
constantly overshadowed by the SENSATIONAL PENTHOUSE 
SUBLEASE FURNISHED 


Duchess, handled by Mady Chris- | 
tians in spirited manner. Thelma 
6 Months or 1 Year 
Unique in New York. 8 rooms, 


Schnee scores strongly as Abigail 
Masham. 
Cecil Humphreys, as Duke of Mar1- | 
borough, looks as though he had just | 

stepped out of an 18th century por- |f!4 baths. Tremendous sweep ©! 

trait, Viola Roche appears briefly living room and studio ideal for 

entertaining. Exquisite furnis!\- 

ings and decorations. Wood- 

burning fireplace, built-in book- 

cases, Capehart with a thousand 


as a lady-in-waiting to the Queen. | 

Margaret Webster, directing her | 
records, Steinway grand, Apart- 
ment completely surrounded by 


mother, Dame May, keeps things 

moving smartly after that dull first 
4000 sq. ft. of beautifully planted 
terrace with full view of East 


act. But it’s still English history 
which even Shakespeare has fre- 

River and all New York. 
tion East 90's. Price right for 


quently had a tough time putting 
Current Roadshows right tenant. Phone AT. 9-4077 


over in the U. S. Beau. 
(Week of Aug. 14) any morning for appointment 


‘My Dear Children’ (John Barry- 
more )—Selwyn, Chicago. 

‘Outward Bound’ (Cecilia Lofuts) 
—Biltmore, L. A. 

‘Scandals’ (Willie & Eugene. 
Howard )—Shubert, Boston. 

‘Tobacco Road’ — Veteran's Audi- 
torium, Vallejo, Cal. (15); California, 
Santa Rosa, Cal. (16); Merriam Hall, 
Sacramento (17-19). 


Australian and New Zealand The- 
atres, Ltd. 
Presents 


VIOLET CARLSON 


As THE STAR . 
of Its Newest Sensational Hit Siow 
The Famous 
LONDON CASINO REVUF 
Now Playing His Majesty’s Theatre, 
Melbourne, Australia 
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Guild, Engravers in Dispute 

Always extremely careful to avoid 
jurisdictional disputes, the 
Newspaper Guild unit has been 
aroused by actions of the Engrav- 
ers Union regarding masking artists 
and has asked for a National Labor 
Relations Board election to decide to 


which union the maskers wish to be- | 


long. This is believed to be the first 
case in the country where the Guild 
has been engaged in such a dispute. 

Maskers perform work that’s be- 
tween that of the art department 
(which is Guild) and the engrav- 
jng room. . Engravers Union, the 


' ministrator, after he had fired Als- 


Philly | 


berg for ‘bad administration. New- 
som was formerly direcior of the 
Michigan Writers’ Project. 

There are a number of reports as 
to the actual reason for Alsberg’s 
dismissal, but known, however, that 


/Harrington had asked Alsberg for 
his resignation in June. At. that | 
;time Alsberg is said to have told 


Harrington that the state guide 
books should be ready around Aug. 
1, when he would resign. 


‘refused to quit Aug. 1 because of 


' continued 


Guild charges, two years ago re-| 


fused to take the maskers in. They 
then applied for Guild membership 
and were accepted after the Guild 
conferred with the Engravers and 
found they didn’t care. When the 
Guild sought a contract for the 
maskers, however, it was informed 
by managements of the various 
papers that the Engravers disputed 
the Guild’s jurisdiction. 

Meeting of the maskers and reps 
of ihe Guild and Engravers was then 
held and on the sirength of the lat- 
ter’s promises, the maskers withdrew 
from the Guild and voted to join 
the Engravers. Several months 
later, the maskers informed the 
Guild the Engravers wouldn't take 
them in or negotiate for them. The 
Guild offered to negotiate for the 
maskers as their ‘friend,’ not union, 
at the Ledger, where they were low- 
est paid, and in a few hours won 
pay increases. 

Maskers came back into the Guild, 
which just learned, however, that a 
new contract with the publishers 
was signed by the Engravers June 
1 giving them jurisdiction, 

Hudson Valley Literary Belt 

Ray G. Walter, managing editor of 
Poughkeepsie Eagle News is out for 
guest editorials each Saturday, and 


bringing in local literati. John Wil- 
stach has supplied cne on the Hud- 


son Valley Literary Belt, expression 
first used by George Ade, on Indi- 
ana, paraphrasing Corn Belt. Names 
as important as Nutmeg bunch over 
in Connecticut. At north are estates 
of Edna St. Vincent Millay and Ar- 
thur Davison Ficke: William Sea- 
brook outside of Rhinebeck, Herbert 
S. Gorman at Wappinger’s Falls, 
Lowell Thomas in Pawling district. 
Near Amenia lives Lewis Mumford, 
at Millbrook resides the retired dra- 
matist, Charles Rann Kennedy, 
with his wife, Edith Wynne Matthi- 
son, connected with dramatic depart- 
ment of Bennett School; Emmet 
Lavery at Poughkeepsie, Shaemus 
O’Shell at Red Hook, Harold Mon- 
tayne on Silver Lake. Wilstach has 
bungalow on Long Lake. Schultz- 
ville. Savs Hudson Valley land 
good for literary crops. 

Farmers reading will wish, in this 
drought. thev had typewriters in- 
stead of plows. 


L.A.W. Explains Self 
Recurrent reports that the League 
of American Writers was seeking to 
infringe on the Authors League of 


reorganization of the 
project and dismissal followed. 


Coast Purgees’ Sports Tab 


Alsberg | 


Purgees of recent wrestling inves- | 


tigation in California, headed by Sid 


Ziff as editor-in-chief and John J. | 


Connolly as _ business 
launch their own Sports Weekly 
Friday (18) in Hollywood. Most of 
the by-line writers who commanded 
a iarge following before’ they 


manager, | 


‘skidded off ihe Los Angeles daily |, 


sporting pages, are in the new ven- 


ture, coniribuiting news and com-, 


ment on all sorts of spcris. 

Among them are Mark Kelly, 
Gene Coughlin, Maxwell Stiles, Jack 
James, Claude Newman and Bill 
Potts. 

First issue will be 20 pages in 


‘tabloid torm on green paper, with 
| the motto: ‘No axes to grind and no | 


|hammers to swing.’ 


are Sid Ziff, John J. Connolly and 
Alice M. Connolly, with capital stock 
listed at 2,500 $10 shares. 
New Minneapolis Daily 
Newspaper situation tn Minneapo- 
lis evened up again with introduc- 


Selby’s Surprise Win 

Most surprised book-contest win- 
ner ever is John Selby, 39, book 
crick for the Assgciated Press, whose 
first novel, ‘Sam’, has been adjudged 
winner of the $1,000 American divi- 
sion prize of the Second All-Nation 
Prize Novel Competition. 

Written by Selby nearly 10 years 
ago while traveling abroad for his 
health, manuscript got to some pub- 
lishers but without an acceptance. 
Author put it away in the figurative 
trunk, but took it out some months 
ago for a once-over lightly. Entered 
it in the competition and Hervey 
Allen, T. S. Stribling and John Bee- 
croft, coniest judges, picked it as 
the best of the more than 400 manu- 
scripts submitted Story is about a 
midwest newspaperman. 

‘Sam’ now to compete as _ the 
American entry in the All-Nation 
Prize Novel Competition, prize 
money for which is $15,600. Novel 
gets the $1.000 American prize only 
if it’s not the international winner. 

Playing Up Opposish 

Unheard of previously in news- 
paper circles is the play given by 
one newspaper to a featured by-liner 
on one of its rival sheets as happened 
last week in Boston. The papers: 


‘the Globe and Daily Record. The 


Incorporators | 


subject: George Collier MacKinnon. 
Record columnist. 

MacKinnon, who also confesses to 
song-writing, has acquired consid- 
erable ballyhoo with his latest num- 
ber, ‘Sub-Deb Blues,’ which is about 


‘Boston and has proved to be the 
/only distinctly Boston song that has 
| acquired any degree of prominence. 
_it was the basis of a feaiure by Jo- 


tion of a new paper, Times-Tribune, | 


barely two weeks after purchase by 
the Star of the Journal and amal- 


gamation of the two as the Star- | 


Times-Tribune, 
began publication 


Journal. 
paper, 


evening 
Monday 


(14) and replaces evening edition of | 


the Minneapolis Tribune. 

New paper has a number of for- 
mer Journal employes, including 
George H. Adams, former managing 
editor, who has the same post on the 
Times-Tribune. Thomas J. Dillon, 
formerly m.e. of the Tribune, now 
editor of both papers, with his as- 
sistant, Dowsley Clark. moving up 
as m.e. of the Tribune. F. E. 


| Murphy is prez and publisher of the 
| Tribune and Times-Tribune. 


Mag Publishing Up 
Evidence that the mag pubiishing 
field is doing well is indicated by 


seph E. Dineen, Globe reporier anc 
occasional novelist, last week «?). 

Duce Sceop Backfires on Ekins 

H. R. (Bud) Ekins’ expulsion from 
Rome as head of the United Pres: 
bureau there is unofficially reported 
to have been the result of UP’s ex- 
clusive on Mussolini's illness, which 
caused the latter’s absence from 
army maneuvers. Since the Italian 
government exiled Ekins, and subse- 
quently closed the bureau there, lat- 
ter has been in Paris. Ekins took 
over the Rome post a month ago 
after having been night bureau man- 
ager in New York. 

It's believed that a successor to 
Ekins in Rome will be named from 
London. Indications, too, are that 


‘the bureau would reopen this week. 


the eagerness of printers to finance | 


new pubs containing sound ideas. 
Distributors for the most part are 
still tight, insisting on distribution 
cost guarantees. But printers are 
not only willing to gamble but even 
propositioning editors and others 
who may have ideas for new mags. 

Condition is in sharp contrast to 


| that of as recent as a year ago when 


America was scotched by the in- | 
corporation of the Writers League 


with a codicil stating that it aims 
‘to support and assist the Authors 
League as a union to which all 
writers should belong,’ 

Prime purpose of the League of 
American Writers is ‘to enlist all 
writers in a national cultural or- 
Zanization for peace and democracy 
and against fascism and reaction.’ 

Directors include many prominent 
scribblers, among them Donald Og- 
den Stewart. Van Wyck _ Brooks, 
Louis Bromfield. Malcolm Cowley, 
Dorothy Canfield Fischer. 
Hemingway, Langston Hughes, 
George Seldes. Vincent Sheean, Up- 


many mag projecis feil by the way- 
side because of lack of capital. 
Likely that a bumper crop of new 
periodicals will be seen in the fall. 
White Buys Blakiston 

After nearly a century in the 
book-publishing biz, P. 
Son & Co. has passed out of the con- 
trol of the Blakiston family. Firm 
has been acquired by Horace G. 
White, with the organization foi 
more than 25 vears. 

No change in policy under the 
new set-up, with the original name 
also to be retained. Imprint will be 


| altered slightly to that of the Blakis- 


Ernest | 


ton Sinclair, John Steinbeck, Lillian | 


Hellman, Oliver La 
Powell, Stanley Young and Meyer 
Levin. 
Stern Moves Up 

Philip Van Doren Stern, head of 
the Simon & Schuster manufactur- 
ing department for the past five 
years, becomes a member of the 
firm's editorial staff. Will work 
closely with Quincy 
andess editorial head. on important 


Farge, Dawn | 


Howe, Ess- 


creative editorial projects and in the | 


general development of the com- 
Pany’s literary program. Former 
Post will be filled by Thomas Be- 
vans, who moves over from Viking 
Press, 

Stern is the author of ‘The Man 
Who Killed Lincoln, published re- 
cently by Random House. He's lit- 
erary authority on De Quincey, and 
4 specialist on Lincoln and Civil War 
research, 

Newsom Vice Alsberg 
John D. Newsom, of Detroit. is the 


new director of the Federal Writers’ | 


Project, succeeding Henry G. Als- 
berg, Appointment was made by 
Col. F.C. Harrington, WPA Ad- 


ton Co. White's the new prez. 

Last of the Blakiston family to 
head the company was Kenneth M. 
Rlakiston, who died two years ago. 
Firm was established in 1843. 


K. C. Journal's Guild Pact 

Kansas City Journal has signed a 
contract with the Greater Kansas 
City Chapter of the American News- 
paper Guild covering editorial de- 
partment employes. Pact provides 
for a five-day, 40-hour week and a 
schedule of dismissal pay and salary 
increases. 

Included in the contract is a clause 
for a modified Guild shop under 
which employes now members of the 
Guild and new employes are re- 
quired to maintain membership. 


Frank Norris to N. Z. 

Frank Norris, the jiveing co-man- 
aging editor of Time, has a Novem- 
ber trek to New Zealand worked 
out, as part-business and part-va- 
cation. Main idea is that N. Z. 
seems a not sufficiently well known 
sector and Time thinks it news- 
worthy enough for Norris to makea 
six-week visit there and find what 
he will find. 

The jive part in Norris’ billing is 
the editor’s penchant for sw -ngeroo 
matters, being an amateur drum- 
mer of note. 


Blakiston | 


Ekins’ future post “.asn’t been de- 
termined. 
New Republic Has Union Tag 

First among general mags to carry 
a union label for editorial and pro- 
duction workers as well as printers 
is New Republic, which has a con- 
tract with the Book and Magazine 
Guild. Label, a statement of union 
conditions and the contract, will ap- 
pear regularly below the periodicals 
masthead. 

Guild arranging for the use of its 
union label in Asia, another mag 
owned by Editorial Publications, 
publishers of New Republic. 

Cons Take to the Quill 

Federal Bureau of Prisons reports 
with some pride literary ability la- 
tent in the lads on ‘The Rock’ 

Prison bureau conducted a short 
story contest in 14 penal institutions. 
and of the 173 manuscripts entered 
16 were from Alcatraz. Hard guys 
there carried off two prizes and two 
honorable mentions in the literary 
competition. 


Joe Bryan 3d’s Deal 

Joe Bryan III, Sateveposi asso- 
ciate editor, has a new deal with W 
W. Stout, the chief ed, which per- 
mits him a minimum of editing and 
more outside writing but restricted 
to the SEP 

Bryan has two-part Robert 
piece coming up in Oc- 
tober or so, and a serial on ‘Lone 


Ranger. 


lialy Bans Time 

Piece in Time about Counte 
Edda Ciano, daughter of Mussolini. 
which prompted its ban by the Brit- 
ish news agents, has also caused the 
mag to be banned in Italy until 
further notice. 

Italy has similar bans in force 
against Esquire, Collier’s and New 
Republic. 


NEW PERIODICALS 


Scholastic Life, new monthly mag. 
makes its initial appearance early in 
September. Charles J. Harris pub- 
lisher and editor. 

Thrilling Spy Stories added to 
‘Thrilling’ group of periodicals pub- 
lished by Standard Magazines. Pub- 
lication quarterly. Leo Marzgulie: 
editor. 

The Avenger, added to Street & 
Smith puips, will serve as companior 


to firm’s Doc Savage Magazine. John 


L. Nanoviec editing. 

Marvel, horror-story mag, issued 
by the Red Circle group headed by 
Abraham Goodman. Robert Eris- 
man editing. 

True Gangster Stories, issued by 
Winford Publications. To appear 
every other month. Louis Silber- 
kieit supervisory editor. 


LITERATI OBITS 


Roe L. Hendrick, 72, editor of the 
Lake Shore (N. Y.) News, died Aug. 
8 at Wolcott, N. Y. Formerly worked 
on newspapers in Buffalo, Ithaca and 
New York City. 

Israel Friedkin, 49, publisher of 
the N. Y. Jewish Morning Journal 
and the weekly, the Jewish Ameri- 
can, died Aug. 7 in Royat, France, 
where he was vacationing. Nephew 
of Jacob Saperstein, founder of the 
Jewish Morning Journal, Friedkin is 
credited with introducing modern 
publishing methods into the Yiddish 


newspaper field when succeeding his 
uncle as publisher in 1916. 


Widow, 
two sons and daughter survive. 
Myron H. Bent, 74, formerly 
Washington correspondent for the 
old Brooklyn (N. Y.) Times, died in 
the national capitol Aug. 7. Began 
newspaper work in 1886 and served 
on a number of N. Y. State papers. 
Joseph D. Scanlan, 63, publisher 
of the Miles City (Mont.) Daily Star, 
died Aug. 9. Began his newspaper 
career as a reporter on the Superior 
(Wis.) Evening ‘Telegram, and 
worked on other papers in Minne- 
sota and North Dakota until 1909, 
when he purchased the Miles City 
Independent Weekly. Esiablished 
the Daily Star two years later. A 
former prez of the Montana Staie 
Press Azsociation, he wa 
nolities. 
survive, 
Leonard Merrick, 75, novelist, died 
Aug. 7 in London. Born Leonard 
Miller, he wrote his first novel, ‘Vio- 
let Moses,’ in N. Y. Tried acting for 
a time in England and in America, 


Widow and two children 


but subsequently concentrated on a} 


writing career. Best known of his 
many noveis was ‘Conrad in Quesi 
of His Youth.’ Daughter survives. 
Urey Woodson, 80, Kentucky news- 
paperman and publisher for more 
than half a century, and one of the 
first to recognize the ability of Irvin 
Cobb, died Aug. 7 in Owensboro, 
Ky. Owned the Owensboro Messen- 
ger and Paducah News-Democrat, 
and was one of the founders of the 
Louisville Dispatch. Additionally 
was active politically, having re- 
signed recently as Federal Alien 
Property Custodian. As _ publisher 


of the Paducah News-Democrat he , 


made Cobb his city editor and then 
managing editor, and also helped 
Cobb get a start in N. Y. 

Eddie Cramer, 21, of the Wilming- 
ton (N. C.) Star-News staff, died 
July 28. Fatally injured in an auto- 
mobile crash, his last gesture for 
his paper was to call the desk and 
report the accident. 

John F. Kempson, 93. former 
newspaper and mag publisher and 
editor, died July 31 in Ocean Grove, 
N. J. Had operated a number of 
papers in New Jersey, and was also 
formerly publisher and editor of The 
Insurance Times and editor of Views. 
Widow and daughter survive. 

Dr. Emil Reosinger, real estate 
editor and member of Detroit News 
editorial staff for past 15 vears, died 
July 31 in Detroit following long 
illness 

Abraham H. Friedland, 47, author. 
dramatist and poet, died July 3 
n Cleveland Was contribber 
io many mags. Widow and daughter 
Survive. 

John G. Campbell, 79. retired edi- 
tor of the Wellington ‘Kan.) Moni- 
‘or-Press. died Aug. 1, in Los An- 
geles. He moved to California in 
1925 afier 41 years of newspaper 
work. 

George R. Elisler, 70. an exec of 
the Macmillan Co., book publishers 
fc 38 vears. died Aug. 11] while va- 


cationing at Spring Lake, N. J. Had 


been sales manager for the book 
firm the past 20 vears. Wife sur- 
vives. 


Harvey Maitland Watts, 75, news- 
paperman and poet and former man- 
ager of the Philadelphia Orchestra, 
died Aug. 11 in Blue Hill. Me. Be- 
fan newspaper work in his native 
Philadelphia and rose to editorial 
writer and managing editor of the 
old Philadelphia Press. Contribbed 
poetry to many mags. 

T. E. Powers, 69, cartoonist for the 
Hearst papers for over 40 years, died 
Aug. 14 in his home at Long Beach, 
L. 1. Powers, who retired two years 


ago. joined the Hearst organization | 


in Chicago after working in a lith- 
ography plant. Became noted as a 
political cartoonist and his work ap- 
peared in most of the Hearst papers 


, throughout the country. 


active in| 
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Vincent Sheean off for a month in 
Mexico. 

Joran. Birkeland 
Northport, L. 1. 

Margaret Hassler off for a prowl 
around the Scandinavian countries, 

Mazo De La Roche in New Hamp- 
| Shire, at work on a new Whiteoeks 
novel. 

Gene Fowler's ‘Illusion in Java’ to 
be published in Sept. by Randem 
House. 


summering et 


Harry E. Maule began his new edi- 
torial duties with Random House 
this week. 

Lawrence Farrow doing his sum- 
mer scribbling aboard a boat in Long 
[Island Sound. 

New migratory subject to inter- 
est John Steinbeck is his tonsils. 
They came out last week. 

Brainard Cheney, of the Nashville 
(Tenn.) Banner editorial staff, will 
have his first novel published in the 
fall. 

Real name of William J. Blake. au- 
thor of the newly-published ‘The 
Painter and the Lady,’ is William 
Blech. 

Following the lead of a number 
of other British scribblers, Christ- 
opher Isherwood will become a U. S, 
citizen. 

Florence Finch Kelly in Connecti- 
cut reading the reviews on her au- 
tobiog on her 56 years as newspaper- 
woman, 

Virginia Hanson, one of the edi- 
iors of Mademoiselle Magazine. will 
be wed to Dr. Earl Stough Taylor in 
the fall. 

Daiton Trumbo, the picture scen- 
arist, will have his novel, ‘Johnny 
| Got His Gun,’ published in Sept. by 
Lippincott. 

Autobiog of the late Havelock 
Ellis received at the Houghton 
‘Mifflin offices last week and is be- 
ing rushed into print. 

Control of the Council Bluffs (a.) 
| Daily Nonpareil acquired by a group 
of employes from D. W. Norris, 
paper’s publisher for years. 

Mrs. Ralph Stuyvesant Brown, 
widow of Chauncey Olcott, will 


hae hinge «a Yes 
have her biog of the singer-actar 


published by the House of Field. 

Ezekial B. Colvan, general stage 
director for the St. Louis Municipal 
Opera Assn., has signed with Whit- 
tlesey House for a book on acting. 

John Erskine has done an intro- 
duction for William de Mille’s story 
of the picture colony, ‘Hollywood 
Saga,’ to appear early in the winter. 

Helen Gardom, who did the book, 
‘How to Marry the Perfect Man’ 
featured in the September Click 
with her new husband, Louis Tuf- 
nell. 

Thomas Wood, who did the Sat- 
evepost story on Louella Parsons, 
is doing a yarn on Eddie Mannix, 
Metro production exec, for same 
mag. 

Morris L. Ernst and Alexander 
Lindey have completed a book on 
sex and obscenity censorship, with 
Doubleday, Doran to publish next 
winter. 

Ray Sprigle, ittsburgh Post. 
Gazette newshawk who won Pulitzer 
prize in 1938, has announced his 
candidacy for Allegheny county 
commissionership. 

Sarah Rollits has joined Colum- 
bia Artists in N. Y. as head of a 
newly-organized literary-playwright 
department. Had her own literary 
agency past few years. 

Henry Butte Hough, for the past 
decade editor of the Vineyard 
(Mass.) Gazette, has written a book 
on his career as a newspaper editor 
and Doubleday will publish. 

Frank Long, assistant city ecitor of 
the Philly Bulletin, ha resigned to 
become physica] directo: and assist- 
ant footbali coach at Rutgers. Harold 
Hadley has joined the sheet’s re- 
write staff. 

Emma Lou Fetta, the fashion pub- 
licist. has written a whodunit against 
the background of the fashion in- 
dusiry and has placed it with the 
Crime Club for publication. Titled 
‘Murder in Style.’ 

Arrangement made by Current 
History, Forum and Survey Graphic 
for sale of advertising for the three 
mags aS a group. Periodicals edi- 
torially and otherwise maintaining 
separate identities. 

August is Ludwig Bemelmans’ big 
month. Has pieces currently in 
Vogue. Town and Country, Story, 
New Yorker and Readers Digest, and 
will have a new book, ‘Small Beer,’ 
published by Viking in another two 
weeks, 

Herman F. Finn is in New York as 
American rep for the Juedische 
Welt-Rundschau (Jewish World Re- 
view), the former Juedische Rund- 
schau. Berlin Jewish newspeper, 
puovlication of which was halted by 
the Nazis. Publication headquarters 
for the paper have been set up in 
Paris, with editorial offices in Jeru- 
i salem. 
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Broadway 


manager while Bill Sears vacations 


in the Canadian Rockies. 


George Granstrom to Open new 
City neighborhood 


$100,000 Twin 


Gene Newman back from Atlantic | house, the Highland, Sept. 1. 1 
L. J. McGinley, Universal Seattle Aunt. 


City with a big tan. 
Bob O'Donnell of Interstate 
town on product deals. 


Clarke Robinson's profile on Luciu 
Beebe in the August Caravan. 


Radie Harris to Cape Cod before 
resuming on the air for Mutual this 


fall. 
Harry Sherman, 


stay. 


Sept. 1 from long vacation on his 
farm. 


Joe Moskowitz to the Coast in a 


week or so for three weeks of studio 
huddles. | 

Ted O'Shea, Metro district man- | 
ager, recovering from a streptococcus | 
infection. 

Monroe Greenthal won the sweep- 
stakes golf tournament at Metropolis, 
Westchester. 

Charlie Einfeld due next Monday | 
(21) to discuss campaigns on new, 
season Warner pictures. 

Murray Bracker resigning Par'‘s 
commercial licensing dept. to join) 
Bakers’ Research Bureau. | 


Nat Kahn, Variety mugg, just. 
got—of ail things—his post-graduate | 
Dr. of Literature degree. 

Oscar Doob spending his vacation | 
backstage at the Capitol with Mickey 
Rooney and Judy Garland. 


Bill Gehring, 20th-Fox division 
manager, in Detroit huddling on a 
film deal with Cooperative. 

‘Philadelphia’ Jack O’Brien is 
writing his memoirs of the prize. 
ring, to be called ‘Prizefight.’ 

Joe Unger is the kind of guy who 
gives a beggar a half buck and then 
turns around to mutter, ‘Faker.’ 

Gene Pleshette, Par theatre treas- 
urer, spent his vacation hanging 
around N.Y. to see what it was like. 

The Bob Landrys (Variety) to Eu- 
rope and a motor trip through Eng- 
land and Scotland, sailing today 
(Wed.). 

Bill Gossner hid some of his 
money so efficiently at his house 
now he can’t remember where he 
put it. 

Ed Perkins, Coast concert entrepre- 
neur, back from talent 0.0. in Paris, 
Morocco, Algiers, Spain and on the 
Riviera. 

Ezra Stone’s first directorial job 
will be on George Abbott’s new com- | 
edy with Milton Berle and Teddy | 
Hart, titled ‘Call My Lawyer.’ 

Kate Warriner, legit player, at her | 
Springville (Pa.) home writing mag | 
articles about the theatre. Goes to) 
Newport, R. I., in couple of weeks. 

Fred Ullman, Pathe News v.p., 
back from a tour of Texas, Cali- 
fornia, Idaho and Nevada arranging 
for shorts filming in those states. 

Reaching New York Monday (14) 
from London, Robert Stevenson left 
the same day for Hollywood, where 
he will direct pictures for Selznick- 
International. 

Arrival of Mickey Rooney and 
Judy Garland from New Haven, on 
Monday (14), caused a mob of sev- 
eral thousand fans around Grand 
Central terminal. 

In Italy, Mischa Auer is the rank- 
ing American comedian and they af- 
fectionately bill him as ‘Our Mischa,’ 
above the rest of the cast, no mat- 
ter how small his bit. 

Charlie Pettijohn, now on vacation 
in Europe, and Charles, Jr., both had 
an audience with Pope Pius XII at 
latter’s summer home Saturday (12). 
Pettijohn returns Aug. 28. 

Americans back from Spain report 
the ‘Snow White’ songs as the No. 1 
hits of the land. ‘Big Bad Wolf’ 
especially strong, with parodies anent 
Franco not too complimentary. 

Those $1.95 Sunday-Monday table 
d’hote dinner specials at the Inter- 
national Casino are working out 
okay as a hypo. Milton Berle con- 
tinues there until after Labor Day. 

Leon Leonidoff saw 21 shows in| 
12 days in a 30,000-mile plane trip 
through Europe. Senior producer of | 
Radio City Musie Hall got back yes- 
terday. He was received in private 


in Minneapolis 
several months, is back for indefinite 


Ed Holland, RKO exloitation, back | 


in| branch manager and western cap-! 


London 


Gainsborough to remake ‘Charley's 


Oscar Deutsch to south of France 


| tain for exhibitors’ testimonial to vacation. 


s company, here for conference. 


Rome 


Joseph Goebbels slated to attend 
.the Venice Film Biennial. 

‘The Life of Verdi’ being dubbed 
in English for foreign consumption. 

Popular Culture Minister Alfieri 
‘in Venice to prepare for Film Bi- 
/ennial. 

Katharine Hepburn’s ‘Stage Door’ 
at both the Ambasciatori and Gloria 
cinemas. 

Miriam Verne moved from the 
San Remo Casino to the Monte- 
Carlo Sporting Club. 

Jim Witteried making a flying trip 
from Venice to Cannes where a troupe 
of Chester Hale Girls is opening at 
the Palm Beach Casino. 

Four Comets, Will and Gladys 
Ahearn, Mathes Merryfield and 
Chester Hale Girls giving Venice 
Lido Casino show a definitely Amer- 
ican air, Only two acts being out- 
siders. 


Strawhats 


(Continued from page 43) 


Jamaica, L. I.; Suffield, Conn.; Brat- 
tleboro, Vt. and several others. 
Number of the above operated previ- 
ously, but were amateur. 

Among the places which formerly 
had professional companies, but 
failed to open this summer, are Suf- 
fern, N. Y.; Lake Mahopac, N. J.; 
Cumberland Hills, R. I.; Southamp- 
ton, L. I.; Cleveland outdoor; Ran- 
dall’s Island and Jones Beach, N. Y.; 
Greenhaven, Conn.; Carmel, N. Y.; 
Cedarhurst, L. I.; Madison, Wis.; 
Meadowbrook, N. Y., and Baltimore 
spring drama festival. 

Names in the Sticks 


Some of the stars appearing in 
strawhats this summer for the first 
time are Edward Everett Horton, 
Glenda Farrell, Gypsy Rose Lee, 
Mady Christians, Dame May Whitty, 
Gertrude Lawrence, Howard Lind- 
say, Marie Wilson, Pert Kelton, Na- 
zimova, Gladys Cooper, Philip Meri- 
vale, Charles Farrell, Kitty Carlisle, 
Helen Gahagan, Esther Ralston, Lau- 
rette Taylor, Paul Robeson, Irene 
Castle, Grace George, Thornton Wil- 
der, Ruth Chatterton, Lucille Wat- 
son, Leonore Ulrich, Clifton Webb, 
Libby Holman, Karen Morley, Helen 
Twelvetrees, Sally Eilers, Lanny 
Ross, Rudy Vallee and Dennis King. 

Names who had appeared before 
and were trouping again this season 
included Sinclair Lewis, Jane Cowl, 
Florence Reed, Mary Brian, June 
Walker, Douglas Montgomery, Cor- 
nelia Otis Skinner, Charles Coburn, 
Jean Muir, Ruth Gordon, Eddie Dow- 
ling, Frank Craven, Eva Le Gallienné 
and Violet Heming. 

B. O. Hypo 

Reason for the increase in name 
presentations is figured to be simply 
a matter of b.o. Non-name shows 
just don’t draw enough attendance to 
pay a profit, while boxoffice names 
more than make up for the increased 
nut involved. Generally believed 
that the star system will become 
more prevalent during the ensuing 
seasons, as audiences appear to be 
growing less interested in average 
strawhat productions without the 
name draw. And with the stage 
steadily shrinking in face of the 
growth of films, Hollywood names 
are expected to become increasingly 


audience by Pope Pius XII while| important to summer theatre trade. 


abroad. 


Friends believe that numerology | the exact number of tryouts will | town. 


accounts for the new Doris O’Dudley 
billing for Bide’s daughter. Latter 
adapting a Thomas Grant Springer 
novel, ‘Uptown, Downtown,’ for 
Doris’s use. 


Impossible to say at present how 


compare with previous seasons, as 
this year’s total is still uncertain. 
| However, there are definitely fewer, 
jat least at the Equity-sanctioned 


The boys around Lindy’s who bet | SPots. Reasons are rather numerous 
on anything are now making book on | 2d involved, but principal factor 


what Judy Garland-Mickey Rooney- | 
‘Wizard of Oz’ (M-G) will gross at | 
the Capitol. Handicappers have been 
boning up on VaRIETY’s previous b.o. 
reports. 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


Allen Usher, Paramount’s Chicago 
district manager, in town. 

Frank Clark, Paramount’s Mil- 
waukee branch manager, a visitor. 

Ben Landy, Columbia booker, in 
New York, visiting parents and tak- 
ing in World’s Fair. 

Harry Katz readying Hirsch’s Gay- 
ety for reopening Aug. 25 with trav- 
eling burlesque shows. 

Arnold Dobrin, of Paramount ad- 
vertising sales department, in hos- 
pital with throat ailment. 

Gerry Bloedow acting Orpheum 


appears to be a growing belief among 
authors that the slap-dash production 
given a script at most strawhats is of 
doubtful value in gauging its com- 
mercial possibilities. It is a fact (and 
not infrequently repeated) that not a 
single strawhat tryout ever clicked 
on Broadway. Dramatists are appar- 
ently becoming more and more per- 
suaded that it’s more than a mere 
coincidence. 

However, there seems to be an- 
other vital reason why tryouts are 
less prevalent on summer theatre 


‘schedules. That is that they’re an in- 


ferior draw to revivals of proven 
successes. Even if a new show gets 
a smash response from an opening 
night strawhat audience, it has only 
a week to build. Rural residents 
have learned that nearly all summer 
tryouts are flops. So they flock to 
revived successes with star names. 


Irving Asher has booked a passage 
for next month on the Yankee Clip- 
per. 

Norma Shearer to south of France, 
passing up England, Will stop off on 
way back. 

| Wendy Claire, 19, Harry Roy's 
| crooner-in-chief, writing book, ‘Life 
and All That.’ 

Rufus Le Maire wants Robert Mor- 
‘ley to star in ‘Swiss Family Robin- 
' son,’ which he’s doing for Universal. 
| Wendy Hiller operated on for ton- 
| silitis, necessitating postponing of re- 
hearsals for ‘White Steed,’ in which 
she’s to star. 

The Jessie Matthews-Sonnie Hale 
musical, ‘I Can Take It,’ comes in, 
after a provincial tour, to the Coli- 
seum, Sept. 12. 

T. Hayes Hunter, usually holiday- 
ing at Bad Nauheim, Germany, has 
this year switched over to Royat 
(French Alps). 

‘Middle Watch,’ done at the Shaftes- 
bury in 1929, being filmed by Asso- 
ciated British, shooting to start at 
Elstree Sept. 12. 


i 


‘Quai des Brumes’ for American dis- 
tribution. 
Actor Georges Dorival, 68, whose 
voice was known to millions as in- 
' scribed on disks which automatically 
announced time of day to Paris sub- 
'scribers dialing Observatory, died 
here 


Simone Simon, Merielle_ Balin, 
| Tino Rossi, Saint-Granier, Roland 
Toutain, Carl Brisson, Sessue Ha- 
| yakawa: Erich von Stroheim, Grace 
' Moore and Elsa Maxwell basking on 
Riviera sands. 


Westport, Conn. 


By Humphrey Doulens 


Phyllis Langner back from Eng- 
land. 

Ilka Chase here. 
Liagre. 

Otto Esposito vacationing at Thou- 
sand Islands. 

Mrs. Mark lLuescher on Long 
Island for a week. 

Eddie Darling renting Mario 
Chamlee’s barn this summer. 

Lily Pons and Andre Kostelanetz 
back from record-breaking concert 
tour. 

Pat Powers celebrating 10th an- 
niversary of his Longshore Club 
with big party. 


Ditto Alfred de 


Vanbrush in ‘Only Yesterday,’ as the | 
latter is Malvern-bound to appear in | 
plavs at the Festival. 

| Elisabeth Allan will star in the 
screen version of the James Curtis 
story, ‘What Immortal Hand?’, It'll 
be Irving Asher’s next. 

Will Fyffe and Maurice Chevalier 
being sought for series of 26 broad- 
casting dates in America, but salary 
differences holding up contracts. 

Gina Malo and husband, Romney 
Brent, to Paris, to find male lead in 
‘Cheque Mate,’ play which Brent has 
written in collaboration with Eddie 
Horan. 

‘Grouse in June’ to New theatre 
for a month while the Criterion is 
redecorated and overhauled to com- 
ply with London County Council re- 
quirements. 

Bruce Cabot here to make his Brit- 
ish film debut in ‘Traitor Spy’ for 
Pathe. He’s only contracted for this 
picture, but is negotiating to do an- 
other for Gaumont-British. 

‘The Arsenal Stadium Mystery,’ 
from a story by Leonard Gribble, 
is nearing: completion at Denham. 
Thorold Dickenson is directing the 
pic, which stars Leslie Banks. Alan 
Hyman scripted. 

London Mask Theatre’s season at 
the Westminster opens Sept. 5 with 
J. B. Priestley’s ‘Music at Nicht,’ 
originally produced at Malvern Fes- 
tival last year. Author has partly 
rewritten last act. 

A sequel to ‘Q Planes’ (‘Clouds 
Over Europe’ in U. S.) is being made 
at Denham for General Film, based 
on Valentine Williams’ character, 
Maior Hammond. Ralph Richardson | 
will star, as in the former pic. 

After its pre-release run at the 
Odeon, ‘Four Feathers’ (UA) went to 
Marble Arch Pavilion for four weeks, 
but had to terminate so as not to 
conflict with the regular first-run at 
New Victoria and Dominion. It then 
returned to Marble Arch. 

Maurice Chevalier may go to the 
Cafe de Paris for one week next 
Avril if arrangements can be made 
with General Theatres Corn. for| 
Frenchman to double at Holborn 
Emnire. Harry Richman slated for 
both snots early next vear. 

Shooting begun on Butchers’ filmi- 
zation of the stage nlay, ‘The Young 
Person in Pink’. Elizabeth Allen is 
the lead, supported bv Ralph Mi- 
chael, Jeanne de Casalis and Basil | 
Padford. Adrian Brunel directine | 
the picture, title of which has not | 
been decided. 


Paris 


Lee Shubert in town. 

Victor Orsati at Cannes. 

Irvin Marks at Deauville. 
‘Nazi Spy’ still strong in town. 
Robert Riskin in from Hollywood. | 
Ray Johnston, of Monogram, in 


Jack Forrester in south of France | 
on_ business. | 
Julien Duvivier off to Bali for | 
month’s vacation. | 

Louis Silvers, musical director for 
20th-Fox, in from New York. 

Constance Bennett and Deanna 
Durbin’s parents in from New York. | 

Olympe Branda booked for star | 
role in French pic, ‘Soiree de Gala,’ 
to 0 on lot next year. 

Marcel l’Herbier announced he 
would film Oscar Wilde’s ‘Portrait of 
Dorian Gray’ next season. 

French playwright and author. 
Tristan Bernard, promoted to Grand 
Officer of the Lesion of Honor. 

Henry Garat, French nic star. wed 

to Countess Marie Tchernvcheff- 
Besobrasoff, of Russian nobility, . in 
Paris. 
_ Phillios Holmes in Paris for snot 
in French pic, ‘Sebastovol,’ in which 
he'll be with Suzv Prim. Roland 
Toutain and Louis Barrault. 

At a cocktail partv given by the 
Siritskvys at Maxim’s, Cary Grant, be- 
fore departing for the U. an- 
nounced he would marry Phyllis 
Brooks. 

Wachsberger, Film Alliance v.p., 
announced he bourht French pictures 
‘Corsaire,’ with Charles Boyer, and! 


Helen Haye has replaced Irene "’ 


New Trend 


(Continued from page 43) 


ing out against the asking price of 
$150,000. Understood author Lillian 
Hellmen’s reported desire to have 
Miss Bankhead repeat her perform- 
ance in the picture version is also 
a factor in holding up the deal. 


March Set 


When ‘The American Way’ was 
sold to RKO, the question of Fred- 
ric March playing the lead in the 
film version didn’t prove a com- 
plication. Studio wants the same 
star and, in any case, authors Kauf- 
man and Hart were not inclined to 
make an issue of the matter. 

The star angle is hardly a factor 
in the case of ‘Philadelphia Story.’ 
Screen rights to the Philip Barry 
comedy were purchased by Kath- 
arine Hepburn prior to production, 
with the intention of holding the 
play as a picture vehicle. Goldwyn 
is reported after the rights from the 
actress, with the idea of starring her 
in the film. But the complicated 
percentage deal under which Miss 
Hepburn purchased the rights from 
Barry is apparently slowing an 
agreement. 

In additior, Metro, RKO and Par- 
amount are understood dickering 
for it. Under the circumstances, 
Miss Hepburn may transfer the 
rights on the same terms as the 
original buy. She may also sell the 
rights for a flat sum or, if she 
doesn’t get an acceptable offer, she 
may produce the picture on her own. 
In any case, it seems certain she'll 
star in the screen version, since that 
was her idea in acquiring the rights. 

Hepburn’s Deal 


Under her percentage purchase | 
deal, Miss Hepburn has already paid 
$56.000 for the screen rights, with 


Hollywood 


John Halliday to Honolulu. 


Fenton Earnshaw back fr 
hiti. 


Ernst Lubitsch cancelled 
| tour, Furopean 


Lyle Talbot on 16-week 
| tour. 
Pi Dunn to hospital with heart 


Lynn Bari to hospital for a . 
dectomy. 


J. Cheever Cowdin in f j 
huddles. 


Leon G. Turrou back from Euro- 
pean tour. 


Frank Seltzer back to work after 
operation. 

Harry Carroll 
Hollywood. 

Robert Hoyt resigned as prez of 
Telco Corp. 

Herbert Brenon in from England 
on vacation. 

Cecil B. DeMille celebrated hig 
58th birthday. 

Tommy Wonder off on British 
dancing tour. 

Karl Hoblitzelle building home in 
Beverly Hills. 

Earl G. Hines in from New York 
for two weeks. 

Homer McCoy joined Hal Roach's 
publicity. staff. 

Irvin S. Cobb up and around after 
stomach ailment. 

Cliff Nazarro opens eastern tour in 
Baltimore Aug. 25. 

William Sistrom in from London 
for studio huddles. 

Jean Hersholt entertained Prince 
George of Denmark. 

William LeBaron back to work 
after food poisoning. 

Frank Farrell ogling studios for 
N. Y. World-Telegram. 

Ford Sterling’s left leg amputated 
as a result of infection. 

Walter Wanger elected to Ass’n of 
Motion Picture Producers. 

Jock Lawrence taking a month’s 
rest under doctor's orders. 

Mae Murray filed suit for divorce 
against Prince David Mdivani. 

Cliff Clark, motoring to New 
York. called back to work at Metro, 

William Petterson: in from N. Y. 
to gander studios for Associated 
Press. 

Allan Jones slated for three-month 
concert tour after current picture 
chore. 

Edward Rubin pulled out of Wal- 
ter Wanger’s flackery to resume law 
studies. 

Louella Parsons’ daughter, Harriet, 
to wed King Kennedy, playwright, 
this fall. 

Will Morrisey hooked up with Pro- 
ducers Corp. of America, planning 
new opera house. 

Eddie Silton bought Rebecca Uhr's 
stock in the Rebecca-Silton agency 
and will continue to operate under 
same firm name. 

Bounding out of the social regis- 
ter as Helen Fortescue Reynolds into 
pictures as Joyce Gardiner, RKO has 
tagged its new find Helene Whitney. 


settling down in 


Stroudsburg, Pa. 


By John J. Bartholomew 


Hardesty Johnson at Lutherland. 
Buck Hill players present Will 
Cotton’s ‘Bride the Sun Shines On’ 
Aug. 18. 

Fred Waring’s Gordon Goodman 
and ‘Two Bees and a Honey’ at 
Buckwood. 


a likelihood that the price will ulti- 
mately run to $100,000. Terms call | 
for an advance payment of $30,000 to 
be charged against royalties of 3% | 
on the first $1,000,000 grossed by the | 
film version and 5% on all over 
$1,000,000. 

In addition, the agreement is 
understood to specify a scale of 
bonuses for the legit run, as fol- 
lows: $2,000 a week for all over 
eight weeks in New York and $1,000 | 
a week for all over 16 weeks out of | 
town. Show played less than six 
weeks of a pre-Broadway tour, so 
there are not yet any payments from 
that end. But this week it plays its 
13th week over the required eight 
in New York. That makes $26,000 
in bonuses, plus the $30,000 advance. 
According to the contract, the bon- 
uses may not go over $70,000, plus 
the $30,000 advance. 

Another feature of the deal is that 
the Theatre Guild, the nominal pro- 
ducer, or Miss Hepburn or Barry, 
who have shares of the original pro- 
duction, may not close the show as 
long as it’s running at a_ profit. 
Furthermore, Miss Hepburn must 
remain in the cast through the 
1939-40 season. 

If the arrangement for figuring the 
price of the film rights is compli- 
cated, however, the split of that 
price among author, producer and 
star will be equally involved. Barry 
is in for 60% of the price (what- 
ever that is) under the terms of the 
Dramatists Guild minimum basic 
agreement. As producer, the Guild 
would get the remaining 40%, ex- 
cept that as co-backers of the pro- 
duction, Miss Hepburn and Barry 
will also share in that portion. 


‘American Cartoon’ current with 
Mae Desmond Players at Haubert 
theatre, Newfoundland, near here. 

Donlin’s Pennsylvanians set for an- 
nual Pocono Mts. Horse Show Ball 
at Buckwood Inn Aug. 18. Arthur 
Murray dancers added. 

Billy Murray, Jane Lee, Three 
Lucky Boys, Jackie Mooney, Lavelle 
and Levan at Freddie Gilotti’s Car- 
men, Minisink Hills, with Johnny 
Altieri’s band continuing. 

W. Everett Moll, winter director of 
Plays and Players at Bethlehems 
(Pa.) Little theatre, is with Vine- 
yard Players, Rice’ theatre, Oak 
Bluffs, Mass. ‘Brother Rat’ cur- 
rent. 


Philadelphia 


Bill Goldberg in from New York 
to visit his Studio theatre. 

Chris Carey, assistant manager of 
the WB Karlton, set for an altar hop 
Sept. 9. 

Showmen’s Club’s clambake called 
off. Too many members away on 
vacation. 

Jack Beresin named chairman of 
the Variety Club’s annual dinner in 
December. 

Joan, 15-year-old-sister of ' Betty 
Brodell, Embassy Club chirper, is in 
UA’s ‘Winter Carnival.’ 

New little theatre group, Play- 
wright-Actors Theatre, forming at 
Town Hall for winter season. 

Dan Munster, KYW gabber, is Lt. 
Munster of the Sixth U. S. Field Ar- 
tillery at Fort Hoyle, Md., during 
training, which ends this week. 

Dave Greenberg, manager of Va- 
riety Club, and his wife are seriously 
ill with pneumonia. Their baby son 
is just recovering from the same ill- 
ness. 
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August 16, 1939 


OUTDOORS 


VARIETY 


Bills Next Week; 


(Continued from page 41) 


Irene Burke 


Herman 4 
June Helen Savage 


Kube 

Bell Joan Rogers 
Betty Lane Mignon 
Jean Rags Gallagher 
Jack & Jill Joan Harris 

Strand Annex Jack Farrell 

ft Eve Evon 

Simeon Philipo 
met Snyder Toy’s 


Case Landis Ore 


Elburta Johnson 
26th & North Club 


Billie Lamont 


Sunset Club Kay Crandell Ore 
Wirth’s Futuristic 
Eddie Apple sill Schweitzer Ore 
Tie Top Tap Jack Fexer 
- Feldstein Ore Vallie Jay Ore 
Leslie Maureen Rosay 
Billy Gray Rogan & Mann 
Gibson Fran Meekin Ore 


M Merrymaker Ore 
Tom Sheridan 
Cappy Lewis 
Arnold Dupre 
Maxine Beguette 
Zunker Gardens 


Lyie Stann Ore 


Gene & Connie 
Chet Boswell 


Rider Sis 
Tewn and Country 
Club 


Tinney Liveng'd Ore 
Larry Powell 


PITTSBURGH 


Anchorage Larry & Davis 
Hughie Morton Ore Nora Lewis 


Maynard Deane Kenny wood 


Arlington Lodge Aeria! Ballet 
Ben Young Ore 
“ris Ore 
Kier Morrison Ginny Braynard 
Baleonades 3 Youngsters 
Varsity Club Ore Monterey 
Bill Green's Billy Springer Ore 
Benny Burton Ore New Penn 
Ida lola Husk O'Hare Ore 
Bill Birken Marty Miller 
Crest Thompson Sis 
Jimmy Smith Ore 3 Hot Spots 
Eddie Jones Raymond & Arden 


Nixon Cafe 
Al Marsico Ore 


June Gardner 
Jack Rodgers 
Carnevale Puppets 


Bob Carter 
Club Carlisle Chick & Lee 
Red Mitchell Ore Zang & Todd 


Maurine & Norva 
Angelo Di Palma 
Nut House 
Rhythmaniacs 

Alice Brooks 


Club Cariton 
Neil Brant 
Di Carmo 
Nita Norman 
Cork and Bottle 


Boogy-Woogy 
Carla Moore Jack Lewis 
Nick Parillo Zip Klein 
Eddie Peyton's Regegie Dvorak 
Al Mereur 


Mike Peyton 


A Jim Buchanan 
Hazel Calloway Harry Nossokoff 
Pines 


El Congo 


King Bass Ore re 


M Spitalny 


Sherme 
Great Beulah 
Gladys Sage Plaza Cafe | 
Buddy Mack Jimmy Peyton Ore | 
The Empress Lynn & Mason 
Congo Darlings Dewey Moon | 
Billie McAll ster Mimi Chevalier } 
Evergreen Gardens | Chicquita 
George Baurer Ore Jack Smith } 
Ray Saunders Riviera 
Earl Mellen Ore 
Sherry l.ane 
Mary Lou Savage Show Boat | 
Carol Crane H Middleman Ore 

Hotel Henry Verne & A re ne | 

Dale Harkness Ore Sky-Vile 

Tommy Dolan Ore 


Hotel Jacktown 
Freddy 


astie Ore Union Grill 


Hotel Roosevelt Art Yagello 
Frank Natale 
Bon Aire 3 Mike Sandretito 


Hotel Schenley Webster Hall 


Howard Baum Ore | Nelson Maples Ore 
Buzz Aston Billy Rizzo 
Jack Rogers George Weber 
Hotel Wm Penn | Buzz Mayer 
(Continent 1 Bar) West View 
Harry Martin Jack Crawrore re 
Johnny Fritz Hary Crawford 
Al Carl Miller 
Cub Higgins 
lialian Gardens Sam T. Reed 


Ritchey Circus 


Willows 


Etzi Covato Ore 
Bernie Perella 
Michael Strange 


Johnny Morris | Red Nichols Ore 
Smith Bill Darnell 
Betty Nylander Johnny Duffy 
CLEVELAND | 
Alpine Village Bill TLochman | 
Ott Lola Walker 
Harry Meyers | 
rds & Adrienne 
ert Sloan Co Hatton's Clob 
Margaret Aemmer Fred Heikell 
Herman Pirchner Lois Miller 
ay Aris 
Hy Barron Orc Jane 
Bessie Brow n 
Thelma Sloe Hotel Allerton 
Bonnie laVonne Sondra & J Steele 


Deane & 
Dorothey 


Thomas 


Wayne Hotel Cleveland 


Erwin Ore 
Bergen Ore 


Gene 


Walt 


Airway Club 
Troy Singwer Ore 
Judy Hotel Sterling 


Black 


Cedar Country Club Marty Lake (re 
Sherdina Walker O| Babe Sherman 
Slim Thomas Joe Rose 
Dorothex Adams Fob Millar Ore | 
Margie Knapp 
Cedar Gardens Haskell 
Duke Melvin Ore } Pierce & Roland 
Bloomfield & G i Judy Janis 
Streamlined Sue | Roi Three 
Duke & Prince 
Helen Wiles Chick Williams 
Arlene Rice Ore | 
Chateau Vic Corpora | 


Pete Geract Ore 
3 Ex Gent! 
Crandall 


Lindsay's Sky-Club | 


Poison Gardner 


Sisters 


Doreen Rita White 
Art West Pearl De Luca 
Monaco'’s Cafe 
College Inn Willard Pott's Ore 
Norman syill Ore Mariivn Maynard | 
Robbie Collins Grant Wilson 


Jack R; ‘ 
Ck Raynor Mounds Club 


Freddie's Cafe 
To Dunes 
M ty Emma Ove Jules DeVorzon 
San Sis Jack Webb 
adie Rollins Ohio Vill 
Dolly Datiene ithe 
Clare Ray line Freddie Carlone On 
Eddie Barnes Mickey Katz 
Olive White 
Golden Glow Zine & Todd 
Paul Simonetti Ore Gale Sextet 
onty Lou Southern Tavern 
Camille Ted King Ore 
Don Kave 
Gourmet Club Stanley Club 
Robinson Ore | Warvl Norman 


Copeland ‘Sonny Brooks Orc 


| Vernon & 


| Flo & 


Hilly 
| H Penn & Pennettes 


MINNEAPOLIS and ST. PAUL 


|} A. Murray 


| Dic 


Joe 


Billy Bodeway 
Eileen Castle 
Ubangi Clob 


Tommy Barnes Orc! 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 


Lowry Clark Ore 


(Motor Bar) 
Vie Abbs Ore 
Chene-Trombley 
‘The Drunkard’ 
Marty Souther 
A Ferguson 
Gertrude Winer 
Billy Morell 
dim Stevenson Orc 
Eastwood Gardens 
Artie Shaw Ore 


Clab Imperial 
Huntho Chan 
H wood Beauties 12 
Marge Mansell 
Nub Brown Ore 
Jefferson Beach 
Rill Carlsen Ore 
Paul Skinner 
Gil Rutzen 
Club Lide 
Carroll & 
Chiquita 
Benneti 
Ralph Fisher Ore 
Lake Orion 
Sonny Burke Ore 
Nebiolo’s 


Gorman 


Club Candee 
leon Rovky Ore 
Texas Perry 
Peaches Norman 


Club Irving 


Obie Johnson Ore 
Dina Martin 
(hansonettes 
Jonnny & J 

Club 
Burnett 


Horn 
Miami 


Lee 
Smythe 
Pat Ilagen 


Kona Jettick Park | 


Sonny James Orc 


Saxons 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Babettes 
Correa Ore 
Vanoff 
Dorothy Wood 
Gloria Hart 
Bath and Turf Club 
Frances Faye 
Carroll Sis 
Frances Shirley 
Jeanne Goodner 
Bill Brady 
Celebrity Club 
Alan Gale 
Ben Traces 
Frances Leslie 
Sonny & S buhl 
Andrews Sis 
Eddy Brada 
Chez Paree 
Gvypsv Nina 
Georgette 
Luddy Bryant 
Cliequot Club 
Alice 


Erie 


Fields 
George Scotti 
Fields 
Mike Keeley 
(* Roberts Ore 
Joe Camoratia 
Bebby Varges 
Club Nomad 
Kelth 
Fox 
500 


Saily 
Dave 
Club 


} | 
Sophie Pucker 


White «& Vinnning 
Lois Harper 
Gene Marvey 


Rearigo & France 
Sammy Watnrins O 
Harlem (lub 

Larrv Steele 
Detroit Red 
Myra Johnsen 
Lois Deppe 
Nightingale 


Anglesey 
IaRue B, 
Pepper 


Eddie 


Penny 


(5) 


Bowery 
‘Red’ A 
Lillian iooe 
Frankie Wycke 
loe Page 
Yvonne Bradley 
Dor \Nvles 
Thomas & Mor son 
Helen & Jean 
Dolly & Doreths 


nO ¢8) 


hue 


Commodore 
Ken Davenport Ore 
Dancers 
‘Drunkard’ 


Coronade 


Treso 
Demars 


Dick 


Maxine 
Curly's 
BRellinan Ore 
Allen & S 
Rae 

hlege 
Robson 
cille Ward 
Whitehouse 


Oscar 
Stone, 


Curti« 


k Leng ire 
Vernet 


Eacelsior Park 
Billo’s Ore 


Bonny 


Hertel Collins 


Ethel 
Rose 
sonny 


Avery 
Movean 
Carr 


Northweed Inn 


Rita & E Oehman 
Jack Campbell Ore 
Harry Davis 
Lee Webb 

Oasis 
Leonard Seel Ore 
Bertie Herron 
Peggy Fenn 
William Maloney 
Helen Gray 


Edward Fowler 
Milt Arnsman 
Palm Beach 
Amos Jacobs 
Texas Rockets 
Virginia Bouldin 
Vincent Yarrow 
Don Pablo Ore 
Powatan 
Sammy Dibert Orc 
Redford Inn 
Don Miller 
San Diego 
Nelson Thomas 
Kay Travis 
Geo Presnell 
Merle & Earl Ore 
Statler Hotel 
(Terrace Room) 
Frank Gagen Ore 
Bob Allen 
Walled Lake Casino 


McFarland 2 Ore 


Yevo & Doro 

Freddie Maher Westwood Gardens 
Di Giovanni tlal Kemp Ore 
Monty Wysong Bob Allen | 
Ray Carlin Ore Smoothies (3) 
Andy's Inn Watkins 

Manny Boone 

Teddy Randall 
| Patsy Kline (Starlight Roof) 
Marty Lyneh Herb Gordon Ore 
Abel Barbuto Roval Jesters 

Avalon Bonnie Blue 

Siu Garling Hotel Syracuse 
Eeke Raymond 


(Walnut Grill) 
Swingsters Orc 
Nancy Wayne 
(Rainbow Keom) 
3 Scamps 

Richardson's 
Cass Sanders Ore 
Rita Armitage 
Whit Wagner 


Smith's Pier 
u Ellison Orc 
Town Clob 


St 


| Jean Devorse 
Heury Cole 

| Joe Reno 

' Maxine Wright | 

| Hotel Traymore 

| 

| Bill Madden Orc | 


| 


Bob 


Luniberion’s 
Pooshee looshee 
l.e Hola 

Nick Nickerson 


Paddock Interra’tl 


Zorita 


Elliott 
Kirby 
Harris 
ore 


Marie 
Billie 
K Farmery 
Carr & Cole 


Paradise Club 
Chariie Jotison 
6 Lindy Hoppers 
Wila Mae low 
Willie Jackson 
Bill Bailey 
Edward Sis | 
Kaloaha 
Lethia Hall 
Robby Gaston 
Ravmond & Ford 
Henry Wetxe 
Margaret Watkins 
Billy rif fir 
WKitlv Murray 
Mae Lewis 


'J. Walter, 


Hotel 
Ore 
Tinrberg 

Den 


President 
Lola King 
Rooney & 
Theodore & 
Elsa Harris 


Renault Tavern 
Palumbo's) 
Bartel 
Deno & Lee 
6 Yvonettes 
Toppers 
Peps & LeRoy 


Frank Hall 

von Arthur Ore 
Ritz Merry Go Ra 
Nat Brandwvynne O 


Dale 
Al 


Sherman 
Shelleday 


Osear 


Babcock 
Happy Hour 
Gordie Bowen O 
Wanda Robertson 
Madelyn Nelson 


Pierre 


Al Hahn Ore (7) 


Marigold 
Boyd Atk 


Uwen 


ins’ Ore 
Mionesota Terrace 
Pat Kennedy O (13) 
Paul HRosini 

loon Julian & M 
A Murray Dan ¢2) 


President 


Wethe Orc 
Spears 


Al 
Kenney 


| Sheldon Gray 


| 
| 


Bennett & Crawfd 


St. Paul Hotel 
Stanley Love O (12) 
Bobby Innis 


Howard LeRoy Ore 
Mills 
rpuerive 
ivian «& 


Town 


Cla 
Lee 
Country 
Hy Ackerman Gre 
lave Ackerman 
taig Buie 


udet 


‘in Philadelphia Aug. 9. 


| daughter, 


CASEY AT THE BAT 


75 D.C. Pressmen Get That Seed. | 


Will Salve 


Washington, Aug. 15. 
About 75 Washington correspon- 
dents were shown the N.Y. Fair with 
all the trimmin’s Saturday (12) as 
guests of management. Move was 
regarded as one of first major ges- 


| tures on part of Leo Casey, Fair’s | 


new publicity director, 
more favorable press. 


Met at gates by Casey and Randy 
Blinn, his assistant, the correspon- 
dents were taken to Railroads on 
Parade, Aquacade, General Motors 
and RCA, with numerous stops in be- 
tween for food and drink. Dinner at 
French pavilion found most of boys 
heartily in accord wit: Casey, Blinn, 
the Fair and all attractions. 


Impromptu press conference with 


toward a 


Mayor LaGuardia at Terrace Club | 


occupied correspondents for nearly 
an hour, with the Mayor dodging 
third-term questions and _ boosting 
the Fair plenty. 


N. Y. FAIR’S HOBO LURE 
CAUSES R. R. DAMAGE 


Syracuse, Aug. 15. 

It isn't G. Whalen & Co., who is 
having all the headaches over the 
World’s Fair. According to Capt. 
Howard S. Beagle of the N. Y. Cen- 
tral Railroad police in this region, 
more than 400 youngsters en route 
to the N. Y. World’s Fair have been 
taken off freight trains in the Syra- 


| cuse area since the Fair opened. 


In fact, he reported, of the 1,200 
train riders arrested here since the 
opening of the Fair, more than a 
third were expo-bound via _ blind 
baggage. 

He says that the Fair-struck lads 


'are not only endangering their lives | 


but have been causing the railroads 
thousands of dollars in losses, most 


| of it coming when the riders leave 


ice bunkers open after riding in 
them, with subsequent spoilage and 
heavy claims for damage. 


Beatty ‘No. 1 Showman’ 


Atlantic City, Aug. 15. 

Clyde Beatty was presented last 
week with a gold cup as the ‘No. 1 
circus showman of America.’ 

Presentation was made by Frank 
Jr., of Houston, vice- 
president of the Circus Fans of 
America, and took place 
formance in Beatty’s lion cage at 
Hamid’s Million Dollar Pier. 


MARRIAGES 


Helen Nagle to Joseph Lyons, 
Los Angeles, Aug. 6. He’s in Metro's 
publicity art department. 

Joan Kitchen to Homer Reinhardt 
He’s saxo- 
phonist in Al Kavelin’s orchestra. 

Doris Neiburg to Howard Woods 
in New York Aug. 6. He’s orchestra 
leader; her father’s a N. Y. nitery 
operator, 

Muriel Campbell to Judson Hall, in 
Ivoryton, Conn., Aug. 6. Both con- 
nected with summer theatre there. 


Doris Vinton to Arthur B. O'Keefe, |! 


Jr., in North Branford, Conn., July 
31. Bride is former Ziegfeld and mu- 


sical comedy player 
Janet Gaynor to Gilbert Adrian, 


in Yuma, Ariz., Aug. 14. Bride is 
| film player; he’s the Metro fashion 


designer. 


Jane Fisher to Fred Dodge, in Los 
Angeles, Cal., Aug. 12. He’s with 
KFWB 

Marion Mohlman to Philip Wal- | 
lenda, in New Orleans, Aug. 10. He’s 
of the Great Wallendas, tight-wire 
troupe. 

BIRTHS 
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Polesie, son, 
!in Hollywood, Aug. 10. Father is 
film producer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Pullin, Jr., son, 

Aug. 9, in Columbus. Father is con- 


nected with Lin 

Mr. 
in Los 
with 
mother 

Mr. and Mrs. 
in Hollywood, 
the orchestra leader. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton 
in Hollywood, Cal., 
Father is theatre manager. 


and Mrs. George Ward, son, 
Angeles, Aug. 9. Father is 
Music Corp. of America; 
is Vera Van, radio singer. 

Emile Coleman, son, 
Aug. 9. Father is 
Davis, 
Aug. 


after a per- | 


in | 


‘an adaptation of his play, 


den theatre, Colum- | 
' bus. and prexy of Variety club. 


OBLTUARTES 


| ORVILLE HENNIES 


several months. He quit the circus 
| Orville Hennies, 29, co-owner 25 years ago. 
Hennies Bros. Circus, died Aug. 8 
jin Great Falls, Mont. of a heart|' Myer Kilman, proprietor of the 
' attack. | Hollywood theatre, Mattyvale, N. Y., 
Brother Harry, also a co-partner,| died Aug. 8 in a Syracuse hospital, 
suffered heart attack some time ago,| after an illness of several months. 
and since has been confined to a Survivors include his widow, four 
Denver hospital, which left full re- | daughters, a brother and sister. 
sponsibility for management of the | 
circus up to Orville. 
Two brothers and mother survive. | Parker King, 28, of Parker scro- 
batic troupe which performed at 
|fairs, hanged self in Spartanburg, 


ROBERT J. SHERMAN 

Robert J. Sherman, 50, who au- 
thored more than 300 plays for stock | 
companies, died after an operation 
in Susquehanna, Pa., Aug. 8. 

Native of Susquehanna, he worked 
| as a stock actor in his youth, later | 
wrote plays and produced a number | 
of legitimate shows. About a decade 
ago he operated a theatre-cabaret in 
Susquehanna. 


HENRY HORTON 


Henry Horton, 73, long a character | 
| Betor and vaude performer, died at 
'his home in Ellenville, N. Y., Aug. 

He’s said to have essayed Uncle 
Josh in the ‘Old Homestead’ more | 
than 1,000 times. His last appear- 
ance was in a revival of that play at 
the Keene summer theatre, Keene, 
N. H., six years ago. 


William Freudmann, 51, former 
theatre and radio musician, and for 
a time a French horn player in the 
Cleveland orchestra, died Aug. 7 in 
a Cleveland hospital after a two- 
month illness. Widow, two daugh- 
ters and a brother survive. Burial 
in Lakewood, O. 


Morgan Poole, 75, for years a cir- 
cus clown with leading American 
Big Tops, died Aug. 4 in the Gaston 


S. C., city jail recently. King was 
arrested on intoxication charges few 
hours before suicide. 


Rupert Freeman-Mitford, 44, ac- 
tor, whose last role was in the film, 


‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips,’ died unex- 
pectedly at his home in London 
Aug, 7, 


Max Fox, pioneer theaire owner 
of Dallas, died there Friday (11) 
after an operation. Survived by 
widow, son, daughter, sister and 
two brothers. 


Robert Buhl, 75, former bass player 
with the St. Louis Symph, died in St. 
Louis last week. He had been in ill 
health since his retirement two years 
ago. 


Roy Pinkham, 75, for 56 years active 
in Seattle playhouses in various 
backstage exec capacities, died Aug. 
10 after a lingering illness. 


Mrs. Marie MacGillivray, 


pro- 
fessionally Daisy Green, of the 
Floradora Sextet, died July 20 in 
Los Angeles. 

Father of John Shultz, manager 
of WSTP, Salisbury, N. C., died 
Aug. 6. 

Mrs. William J. Miilard, 63. op- 


| county home, Dallas, 
nad been an 


inmate for _the past 


Big Game Case 


(Continued from page 5) 


Bein Shortly thereafter, she claims 
Roach made the first of the plagiaris- 


| ing films. An injunction, account- 
| ing of profits and damages are 
| sought. 

! 

| 


Eastman Kodak 
N. Y. Federal 
| Agfa Ansco Corp. claiming infringe- 
|ment of iis patent entitled ‘Method 
of Producing Motion Picture Film.’ 
'An injunction, accounting of profits 
;}and damages, are asked. 

Argue Zanuck Motion 

Applications will be heard in the 
N.Y. supreme court today (Wed.) by 
Robert E. Sherwood and the Play- 
| rights Producing Co. for an order 
| allowing the examination of Darryl 
| F. Zanuck before attorney Charles 
lr. Millikan in California, in connec- 
| tion with the suit for an injunction 


last week filed a 


against ‘Young Mr. Lincoln.’ Sher- 
wood claims that the film deceives 
the public into believing that it is 


‘Abe Lin- 


coln in I)linois.’ 

Suit of Eve Curie against E. I. du 
| Pont de Nemours, Inc., Acme News 
Pictures, Inc., and the World Pub- 


lishing Co. for the unauthorized dis- 
play of her legs in connection with 
the advertising of ‘Nylon’ stockings 
| in the Sunday Herald of Omaha, 
| was discontinued and settled out of 
N. Y. federal corut yesterday 


the 
(Tues.). Suit asked $50,000 damages. 


WB Wins on ‘Octupus’ 
Hollywood, Aug. 15 
Warners won a decision in Fed- 
eral court over Ralph Murphy and 
| Donald Gallaher in a suit involving 
| the dialog rights to the play, ‘Sh, 
the Octopus.’ Plaintiffs claimed they 
| sold only the silent rights to First 


| National in 1927, and that Warners 
infringed by filming it with dialog 
1937. 
Court dismissed the case and 
awarded legal costs to the studio. 
RKO Denies Pirating 
RKO denied charges of plagiarism 


in an answer to Alf Goulding’s suit, 
in Federal court involving the pic- 
ture, ‘Gunga Din.’ Studio contends 


the film was based on Rudyard Kip- 


ling’s poem and is in public domain. | 
Goulding charges the company with | 


lifting his original yarn and names 
RKO, George Stevens, Pandro Ber- 
man, Ben Hecht, Fred Guiol and 


‘ Joel Sayre. 


N. C. where he | 


court action against | 


| erator of the Star theatre, Gladwin, 
Mich., died Aug. 5 in Saginaw, Mich. 


JERSEY SEEKS LONGER 
| SEASONS FOR RESORTS 
| 


Atlantic City, Aug. 15. 
| This resort, 


limping through the 
final days of a washout season, has 


been little encouraged in the an- 
nouncement made last week that 
'the Recreation Committee of the 


New Jersey Council will campaign 
to lengthen the season of New Jer- 
sey resorts from Labor Day until the 
end of September. 

| Slogan of ‘26 Golden Days in Sep- 
tember’ has been adopted. Among 
| plans are the running of something 
similar to the ‘Coast Tournament of 
Roses’ for which coast-to-coast radio 
hookups would be received. 


| 
! 
| 
| 


N. Y. FAIR SUITS 


Crystal Palace Vs. Norman Bel 
Geddes’ ‘Crystal Lassies’ 
| 
A $100,000 damage action of The 


Palace of Crystal, Inc., against 
| Geddes Concessions, Inc., and the 
|N. Y. World’s Fair 1939, Inc., is re- 
vealed in N. Y. supreme court, to 
restrain the use of the name, The 
Crystal Lassies. Crystal Palace 
houses the Rosita Royce show. 

| It is alleged that the plaintiff's 
,concession which combines a girl 
show with features of the .1853 
World’s Fair and all other World's 
Fairs to date, has the exclusive right 
to its title, ‘The Palace of Crystal.’ 
It is charged Norman Bel Geddes 
built a place within 200 feet of the 
plaintiff's palace in the amusement 


concession, and is deceiving the pub- 
lic into believing they are one and 
the same. 


Both feature girl shows. Damages 


of $100,000 are sought as well as the 
injunction, 
Amexco Taxi Suit 
Hugh L. Forman filed a N. Y. fed- 
eral court action Friday (11) against 
the American Express Co., and the 
American Express Concessions, Inc., 


claiming the plagiarism of a patent 


| for ‘electrically driven taxi chairs.* 
The plaintiff claims to have had an 
agreement with the defendants for 


the use of his patent at the N. Y. 

World's Fair. 
The patent is 

of a similar design, 


ntinn 
injunction, 


being used in chairs 
he claims. An 
fits and 


accounting of profi 


damages are sought. 
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48 VARIETY Wednesday, August 16, 1939 ¥ 


Of VARIETY Said in the 
Issue of August 9th 1939 


res 


the Nation’s Cream Bands 


| | =| 


into the Paramount, Phil 
Spitalny Again Repeats Here 
and Not Only Duplicates His 
Past Clicks But Tops Him- 
self. HisPresent 
Femme Musicians and 
Variety Talents Achieve 


tem 


Showmanship Presentation 


That Skill- 
fully Blends 


aN Ble Hows of Charu 
GIRLS 

Stage 

Girl. 


